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Tena koe  

Thank you for writing to the Ministry of Education on 7 January 2020 to request the following 

information: 

• the number of pupils stood down, suspended, excluded and expelled in Otago and

Southland schools for 2019; and what those disciplinary measures were for

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

Schools are required to provide safe physical and emotional environments for students by 

developing comprehensive, local approaches to promoting positive behaviour and wellbeing. 

Evidence shows positive behaviour can be learned. Our Learning Support teams work with schools 
to support individual students with challenging behaviour through working with young people and 
their whanau to assess individual needs and design tailored support. The support can draw on the 
expertise from psychologists, specialist teachers and speech and language therapists. Our 
Learning Support teams also work with schools to develop a long-term school-wide capability to 
promote positive behaviour for all students. 

We have a number of additional support systems in place, including: 

• Teaching for Positive Behaviour, which support teachers to understand and use effective

practices that enhance students' behaviour, engagement, participation, and learning.
• Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L), which helps New Zealand schools address

problematic behaviour and improve well-being and learning.
• Understanding Behaviour- Responding Safely, a training programme developed for New

Zealand schools focusing on preventative and de-escalation techniques
• The Resource Teacher: Learning and Behaviour (RTLB) service, which supports clusters

of schools to develop whole school behaviour management strategies.
• He Mapuna te Tamaiti: Supporting Social and Emotional Competence in Early Learning

which is a resource developed in 2019 to support kaiako to understand and draw on effective

evidence-based practices that enhance behaviour, engagement, participation, and learning.

• The Ministry has also released a rewrite of the online Behaviour and Learning Guide on

our website www.inclusive.tki.org.nz. The primary audience for the guide is school teachers.
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