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Education Report: COVID-19 Initiatives, Submission Letter to Minister 
of Finance 

To: Hon Chris Hipkins, Minister of Education 

Date: 15 June 2020 Priority: High 

Security Level: In Confidence METIS No: 1231709 

Drafter: Svenja Gellert DDI: 

Key Contact: John Brooker DDI: 

Messaging seen by 
Communications team: 

No Round Robin: No 

Purpose of Report 

The purpose of this paper is for you to: 

Sign the attached letter to the Minister of Finance submitting the initiatives you agreed on. 

Note minor changes in titles and descriptions, as previously discussed. 

Summary 

• The Minister of Finance has requested you send an initiative submission letter to him
by 15 June, 5pm.

• Following advice provided [METIS 1231208] you have indicated which initiatives you
would like to proceed.

• The attached letter seeks to submit 17 education and education tertiary cost or revenue
pressure initiatives, with a five-year operating cost of and a ten-year capital
cost of to the Minister of Finance for consideration in the Budget 2020 –
CRRF third round.
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Background 

1. As a consequence of measures taken to control the spread of the Corona Disease 
2019 (COVID-19), changes have been made to the 2020 Budget process by splitting 
the process over several rounds. Rounds one and two of this years’ Budget were 
agreed in Cabinet on 6 April and 11 May.

2. On 4 June the Minister of Finance announced a further funding round for the 
COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund (CRRF). Budget initiatives for this round 
must be submitted by 15 June to be considered by Cabinet on 6 July [Treasury Circular 
2020/10 refers].

3. We have discussed seventeen education cost pressure initiatives and two other 
initiatives with you and the Associate Ministers of Education. Following these 
discussions, we have prepared a package of cost and revenue pressures for 
submission [METIS 1231208] that you have agreed upon and are listed below.

4. Titles and descriptions have been strengthened following our discussion on 15 June.

5. The Minister of Finance has also invited you to submit the International Education 
initiative to support the economic recovery. This initiative will also be submitted on 15 
June.

6. We do not expect there to be another budget round for the remaining initiatives that 
were developed for Budget 20 (i.e. priority-aligning initiatives or wave 3 initiatives that 
are not considered on 6 April, 11 May or 22 June). It is likely that they will need to be 
submitted for Budget 2021 or dealt with between budgets.

Proactive Release 

7. We recommend that this Education Report is not released at this time because the
information it contains is Budget sensitive. This is consistent with section 9(2)(f)(iv) of
the Official information Act 1982, which states that good reason for withholding official
information exists if withholding it is necessary to maintain the constitutional
convention that protects the confidentiality of advice tendered by officials.

Annexes 

Annexe 1: Letter to Minister of Finance 
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Other initiatives 
 
In your letter from 4 June you have confirmed that you are inviting a limited number of other 
initiative proposals, including International Education. A template has been submitted through 
the Treasury process proposing a detailed investment package to support a Strategic 
Recovery Plan for the international education sector that I would like to discuss further with 
you.  This investment will support a mix of immediate stimulus spending to provide as much 
impact for New Zealand providers as possible, whilst balancing the need to transform the 
sector to provide a much broader and more sustainable range of benefits and improved 
outcomes for New Zealand.  Key initiatives supported by the investment include: options to 
support the early return of international students; an immediate targeted assistance package 
to fund private training establishments (PTE) of strategic value to sector recovery;

; diversification of international education products and 
services to extend reach; ; and 
enabling providers to deliver international education offshore. 
 

 
Yours sincerely 

Chris Hipkins 
Minister of Education 
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