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Purpose 

The purpose of this paper is for you to: 

Note that the Sustainability Contestable Fund is a $5 million capital fund which supports 
schools to improve their operati nal effici ncy and reduce their environmental impact. 
Funding was made available over wo funding rounds.  

Note that the first round of the Fund losed in January 2020 and the Panel allocated 
$2,447,892 to 53 schools. 

Note that there were 413 applicati ns for Round Two, of which 41 were successful with a total 
investment of $2,534 239. 

Note that we will notify both successful and unsuccessful schools of the results of the fund 
this month. 

Agree tha  this Briefing is released after the results of the Sustainability Contestable Fund 
have been made public. Any information which may need to be withheld will be done so 
in li e with the provisions of the Official Information Act 1982. 

Agree  /  Disagree 

Summary 

• The second round of the Sustainability Contestable Fund (the Fund) is now complete.
This round 41 schools will receive funding, for a total investment of $2,534,239.

• Similar to the first round, the schools are distributed across the country and across
school types. The projects are varied, all meeting at least one of the desired outcomes
of the Fund.
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• We will be contacting schools with the results of their applications this month. We have 
provided you with a full list of successful schools as an Annex to this briefing note.  

 
 

 
 
 
Sharyn Pilbrow Hon Chris Hipkins 
Associate Deputy Secretary (EIS) Minister of Education 
 
 
8/10/2020 __/__/____ 
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Background  

1. The Sustainability Contestable Fund (the Fund) is a $5 million capital fund to support 
schools to reduce their environmental impact and improve their operational efficiency.  
  

2. This funding was secured through Budget 2019. Funding was allocated to successful 
applicants through two application rounds, with all projects to be completed by 30 June 
2021. The Ministry will monitor implementation and measure the impact of this 
investment from July 2021 to July 2023.  

  
3. The fund considered applications from state schools to invest in assets with a minimum 

value of $5,000. Each school can make one application per round, but each application 
can include multiple projects. The applications were assessed by a panel which has a 
representative from the Energy Efficiency Conservation Authority (EECA) and the N w 
Zealand Schools Trustees Association (NZSTA).  

 
4. The Panel looked to invest in projects which would: 

o increase energy resilience, especially for rural and remote sc ools;  
o replace non-renewable energy sources and/or reduction in nergy usage;  
o reduce waste and/or increase recycling; 
o reduce carbon emissions through the use of new tec nology, amenities or 

energy sources. 
 
5. The first round of the Fund closed in January 2020 and the Panel allocated $2,447,892 

to 53 schools. You have been previously bri fed o  the e results. 
 

6. The second round of the Fund is now comple e and applications have been assessed. 
We will contact schools with the results this mo th. 

Results of Round Two of the Fund 

7. The second round of the Fund c osed on 3 August 2020. A total of 413 schools applied 
for funding. 
  

8. The Assessment Panel recommended 41 schools for funding, for a total investment of 
$2,534,239. This will m an an overall fund allocation of $4,982,131. 

 
9. Successful appli ations met one or more of the Fund’s outcomes listed in paragraph 

4, and in most cases demonstrated additional benefits. Examples of other benefits 
include supporting the school’s curriculum delivery and providing emergency resilience 
and other b nefits for the wider community. 
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respond to any queries as to these results on a case by case basis. The full list of 
successful schools is provided in Annex 1.  

 
16. All successful funded projects are expected to be completed by end of June 2021. 
 

Proactive Release 

17. We recommend that this Briefing is released after the results of the Sustainability 
Contestable Fund have been made public. Any information which may need to be 
withheld will be done so in line with the provisions of the Official Information Act 1982  

Annexes 

Annex 1: Full list of successful schools 
 
 

Version: 1, Version Date: 20/10/2020
Document Set ID: 911812

Proa
cti

ve
ly 

Rele
as

ed








