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Purpose of Briefing

The purpose of this briefing is for you to:
Note the background, progress and next steps for the Access to Period Products Initiative.

Agree that this Briefing will not be proactively released at this time because it contains
commercially sensitive information.

Agree / Disagree

Summary

° This briefing outlines the background and progress to date for the Access to Pericd
Products Initiative. Key findings that will inform next steps and the future direction of
the initiative are also summarised.

Hon Jan Tinetti
Associate Minister of
Education
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In parallel, the Ministry has also been consulting with key sector organisations
including Dignity New Zealand, The Period Place, Sanitary Products in New Zealand
Schools, and other government organisations such as the Ministry for Women, the
New Zealand Defence Force and the Department of Education and Training, Victoria,
Australia. The sector continues to be engaged and highly supportive of this initiative.
There is also a recognised need for the provision of period products for young people
who have left school.

Next Steps
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Given the delayed start of stage one and the importance of listening and learning from
young people to inform the roll-out, the implementation stage two is delayed until Term
2, 2021. The findings from stage one, including factors such as take-up and cost of
products, preferred dispensing methods, are necessary to inform the design of the
initiative and the procurement for the nationwide roll-out.

The timing of stage two will impact our approach to procurement. Funding for the
initiative currently ends in June 2021, meaning that we are only be able to offer
potential suppliers a very short-term contract (less than three months) with no
guarantee of an extension. Our current suppliers indicate that a contract of this length
would be an issue. There would not be sufficient time for them to recover upfront costs
on items like product dispensing units, and given the uncertainty about an extension,
it would not provide an incentive to give their best and final price.

A confirmed longer-term contract would ensure we can attract more suppliers, result
in a more competitive tender process, introduce economies of scale and therefore offer
better value for money. It would also ensure continuity of supply of period products to
schools and kura already taking part in the programme.

Once the future direction, funding and procurement approach is confirmed a
subsequent briefing paper will be provided. This will include a detailed implementation
plan and timings for the roll-out of stage two.

Proactive Release
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We recommend that this Briefing is not released at this time because it contains
commercially sensitive information.











