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National Education

Growth Plan to 2030

The National Education Growth Plan is a new way of

thinking about and co-ordinating the Ministry of Education’s

response to school-aged population growth across New

Zealand.

As communities change, so too do the schooling needs of their

tamariki and rangatahi. We have developed a National

Education Growth Plan which identifies what we know about

the anticipated location and patterns of growth in school-aged

children between now and 2030, and identified what the

Government may need to consider to meet this growth.

Population growth is placing pressure on our school network in

specific areas of the country. These high growth areas are all

unique and are experiencing growth in different ways. In some

areas, we are seeing redevelopment and intensification of

existing urban areas, while in other areas entire new

communities are being established.

Each growth area, or “catchment”, requires a specific and

targeted response. This Plan compiles these responses

across the decade to 2030 and provides the basis for decision-

making on investment spend in high growth areas.

We expect to see better value for the investment spend over

the longer term as we articulate a clearer picture of demand

and response. With a longer term view, we can assess

whether there are potential investment gaps or affordability

issues beyond the 10-year horizon.

Signalling a longer term view provides direction to the wider

community, including other government agencies, local

government, and infrastructure and service providers. This helps

to support their long-term planning and investment and provides

increased confidence to the sector that we are anticipating and

planning for the challenges of a growing population.

We will monitor the plans annually and review as required to

ensure that we are continuing to provide accurate, reliable and

up-to date information and data to inform the right investment

decisions into the future.

Investment in our infrastructure has long-term effects and will

shape how well infrastructure functions for future generations,

including delivering educational outcomes desired by the

community.

This National Education Growth Plan shows how sufficient

capacity in the school network will be delivered in the right place

at the right time.
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Disclaimers
• The National Education Growth Plan (NEGP) identifies what we know from a range of sources about the anticipated location and nature of patterns of growth in 

school-aged children.  The NEGP also identifies measures that the Government may need to consider in order to meet this growth in the period through to 2030. 

• The NEGP focuses only on high growth areas and the immediate demand for state school infrastructure to 2030. However, we will continue to work with proprietors 

to recognise and understand the demand for state integrated schooling in particular catchments and ensure that state integrated provision is considered within the 

context of our catchment planning.

• The NEGP is split by region, and within large regions split into smaller catchment areas.  The catchment plans identify drivers of growth, the impact on the current 

network and forecast where new capacity is needed across the compulsory school network.

• The NEGP comprises 39 catchment plans covering the areas of highest student population growth.  Growth in these catchments is having the biggest impact on 

existing schools, and is increasing demand for new infrastructure across New Zealand’s state school network. 

• Delivery of this plan to meet the demand for student places in the NEGP will be sought through Budget 19 and subsequent Budgets. Future investment in 

infrastructure to meet demand will be subject to Cabinet agreement. 

• Delivery solutions and responses will be informed by our ongoing monitoring of developments in and across catchments and regions and their associated impact on 

the forecast student demand.

• The Ministry has developed the New Zealand Catchment Planning Model (NZCPM) to forecast the student place demand and distribution for education infrastructure. 

The model compares the forecast demand with the space available in schools (supply), including approved new space, to identify the potential future requirement for 

additional student places (demand).  

• Forecast demand for student places is based on regional analysis and catchment modelling and is current at November 2018.  These forecasts will change as growth 

patterns emerge and develop over time, and as key input data is updated, such as school roll data, population projections, and large-scale developments. 

• Population projections and forecast student demand are derived from Statistics New Zealand data in the first instance.  At a catchment level, we add local insights 

such as the extent of housing development and student movements across a catchment.  

• The catchment model overlays a number of data sources to enable us to make specific infrastructure decisions within school catchments for student places.  This 

model factors in the lead times of major infrastructure projects and is not designed to roll up at a macro level, unlike other Ministry projection tools.

• Catchment maps show the location of all schools within the catchment, including those schools that have opened in 2019.  The catchment maps show roll growth 

between 2007-2017.

• Information related to schools, learning support or Māori medium education is limited to what was known and understood as occurring in the catchment at the time 

this plan was written.  Comprehensive national plans for Māori medium education and the provision of specialist schools and associated satellite units are being 

developed and sit outside this plan.

• The NEGP is a flexible, dynamic and live document.  It is subject to change as growth patterns change.  We will monitor the NEGP annually and review as required to 

ensure that we are continuing to provide accurate, reliable and up-to-date information and data to inform the right investment decisions into the future.
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A Framework For Planning: Three Broad Profiles of Growth

» There are different types of population growth in different areas of New Zealand. Growth in an area can be a result of net

migration (people moving into the region) or natural growth from births.

» Characteristics of the area influence the response to growth and, in some cases, there is the ability for expansion and new

development. In other areas, increasing capacity may require redevelopment or strategic solutions across a school or groups

of schools.

» We have identified 20 growth catchment areas within Auckland and 19 across the rest of New Zealand. For each catchment we

have categorised them into one of three different profiles of growth: Blueprint for Growth, Complex Growth, Steady Growing.

These are the three profile definitions:

The National Education Growth Plan (NEGP) is a new way of thinking about and co-ordinating the Ministry of

Education’s response to population growth across New Zealand. The National Education Growth Plan will

ensure that sufficient capacity in the school network is delivered as the right type, in the right place, at the

right time.

Map Key:

Predicted 

growth in 

school age 

children by 

Territorial 

Authority

HIGH

MEDIUM

STABLE

DECLINE

Between 2017 and 2030 we have forecast that an additional 

60,000 student places will be needed in Auckland.  12,000 of 

these have been funded through to Budget 18.

By 2030, students will 

exceed the number of 

student places by 100,000 

in high growth areas. 

A new approach is needed to 

ensure that the educational 

needs are met for every 

child in New Zealand.

Historically, we have funded places through the annual 

Budget process. Seeking funding annually reduces the ability 

to plan ahead and make strategic or innovative changes to 

the network. Flexibility will enable us to be responsive to 

growth.

Different types of growth require different responses in terms of school network solutions. We have identified a set of responses

and pre-determined triggers for when responses will be implemented.

Common solution framework across the full network

» Redirect students to under-utilised 

schools through zoning solution: e.g. new 

zone or shrink zone, managing out-of-

zone enrolments.

» Zoning solution always first step 

considered when schools are at risk of 

exceeding student places.

» Build new classrooms in existing 

schools to meet capacity, temporary or 

permanent.

» Considered after zoning options 

exhausted and schools still projected to 

be over-utilised.

» Merger, relocation, or school type change 

e.g. primary to composite, from single sex 

to co-ed, English medium to bilingual.

» Considered if changing the network will 

redirect students to other schools with 

student places.

Enrolment 

zones

Network 

restructure

Roll growth 

funding

» Acquire land and build new school -

from start to finish takes six to ten 

years.

» Considered if the network is 

projected to exceed capacity within 

six years. 
Establish 

new schools

Additional factors influencing solution decisions 

Blueprint for growth

Complex Growth

Steady Growing

Additional 

learners in the 

catchment

Demand to 

expand

provision type

Availability and 

acquisition of 

appropriate land sites 

Constraints on 

existing site 

capacity 

Parental choice 

influencing 

utilisation

There are a range of factors influencing the network solution. For example, in some cases additional classrooms can not be

added to existing schools because there is no physical space available. The likelihood of these factors being present vary across

the different growth profiles. We have illustrated the prevalence of some common factors.

   

This is where local government planning 

includes intensive housing development 

and expansion into outer urban areas in 

response to, or causing, a large influx of 

people to move into a particular area.  

These are opportunities to master plan 

education infrastructure collaboratively 

across agencies to integrate in new 
communities.

We have an opportunity to 

modernise and expand our network 

to support education now and for 

decades to come.



National Growth Plans (excluding Auckland)

Student places New Schools
School 

Expansions

Potential New 
Enrolment 
Schemes

Redevelopments 

Low High Expected Total Total Total Total

To 2030 30,590 48,040 40,000 31 10 38 7

We have identified 

39 high growth catchments

across New Zealand

Across the catchments of schools, 

we have identified the type of growth 

that is the primary driver.

Blueprints for Growth = 18 catchments with the 

most schools and the highest growth

Complex Growth = 11 catchments within the 

next biggest areas of growth with redevelopment 

of existing schools to support growth

Steady Growing = 10 areas with change over longer periods 

that will require targeted interventions and responses

   

Auckland Growth Plans 

Student places New Schools
Schools 

Expansions

Potential New 
Enrolment 
Schemes

Redevelopments 

Low High Expected Total Total Total Total

To 2030 17,255 63,866 60,000 30 21 103 2

National Education Growth Plan
Summary of the growth catchments

Note: The above numbers and  forecast schooling infrastructure are correct as of November 2018 ; however are likely to fluctuate or 
change as growth patterns emerge and develop over time.

This is where local government planning 

includes intensive housing development 

and expansion into outer urban areas in 

response to, or causing, a large influx of 

people to move into a particular area.  

These are opportunities to master plan 

education infrastructure collaboratively 

across agencies to integrate in new 
communities.



This page is intentionally blank

31/10/2018 - Version 1



TAI TOKERAU



Director’s message:

E rau rangatira na tēnā koutou katoa Whangarei –

Terenga Paraoa,

Whangarei is experiencing more growth than

anticipated. This is an exciting time for Tai Tokerau

and we have a part to play to plan for this growth.

Supporting education in the Māori medium is a priority

for us as we are seeing an increasing demand in this

area.

We expect growth will continue and will bring

challenges with it. In Whangarei and Ruakaka, we want to support our local

communities to accommodate this growth through our existing local schools

where we can. We know the important role of schools in our communities

and will continue to work collaboratively to deliver results.

As a region, we are planning now so that we have enough space in our

existing schools as well as new accommodation where it is needed. This

growth plan looks at Whangarei city as well as Ruakaka to the south of the

city.

I am very pleased to present the following growth plan for Whangarei and

Ruakaka out to 2030. We are committed to ensuring our tamariki and

mokopuna have every opportunity to access an equitable education and

achieve their aspirations for life long learning.

Mauri ora,

Hira Gage

Whangarei’s growth story

The Whangarei and Ruakaka area covers the urban area of Whangarei as

well as the semi-rural areas of Marsden and Ruakaka. Historically, these

rural areas have been used for agriculture, however they are now

transitioning to residential areas. Ruakaka has been the focus of significant

growth over the last decade as the city has expanded southwards.

The Whangarei District Council is planning for the population to grow from

89,000 in 2018 to 100,000 in 2028. In the past three years the city has

grown by 5,500 people to 89,000. Our own projections show an additional

670-2,290 school-aged students in the Whangarei district by 20301.

As well as continued growth in the Ruakaka / Marsden point areas, there

are smaller pockets of development planned for the north-western fringe at

Three Mile Bush Road, Kamo, Matarau, and also the growing Tikipunga

Totara Parklands subdivision (435 sections).

Māori medium

In the Whangarei catchment, there are seven kōhanga reo, one composite kura,

four primary schools providing education in both the Māori and English medium,

and one intermediate with a rumaki unit. These schools have a combined roll of

482 tauira enrolled in Māori medium immersion (Levels 1 and 2), with a further

720 learning Māori language in the English medium (Levels 3 and 4).

A key priority for the region is the importance of ensuring high quality and

sustainable pathways for students in Māori medium education.

Learning Support

The Blomfield Special School base site has a roll of 47, and a further 69 in

satellites at other schools. There are satellites at several schools across the

catchment, as well as further afield. We are planning to build a new satellite

space north of Whangarei which is likely to draw some of its roll from the rural

areas to better support learners in the mid-north area.

• We will also continue to monitor school rolls, and engage with Whangarei

District Council to understand the rate of uptake of future residential growth.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We already have plans underway to manage longer-term growth, including:

• Some re-development of existing school sites will be required in the medium

term to accommodate the growth we know is coming. We will work with

schools to agree a master planning capacity to which the school can be re-

developed.

• Additional provision at the secondary level in the Ruakaka area beyond 2030.

Over the next 10 years, in order to accommodate this growth, we plan to

increase capacity at the existing secondary schools through the provision of

additional teaching space.

By implementing the responses we are working on now, and timely delivery of

new capacity where it is needed, we expect that we can accommodate this

growth adequately.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, we anticipate that some additional primary and secondary

provision will be needed near new development areas. The timing of this is

uncertain and depends on the rate of uptake of these new developments. The

need for additional capacity will be informed by ongoing monitoring against

capacity at existing schools, as well as the master planning work currently

underway.

1,2 SNZ Population Projections 2017 release, v2, 5-17yr olds (High and Medium scenarios)

The remainder of growth in this catchment is anticipated to be in the older

and more established suburbs through infill, and Council is encouraging

this type of growth as the infrastructure already exists. This means we will

need to accommodate a growing student population not just in new

residential areas, but also in existing suburbs.

Most Whangarei primary schools reached capacity earlier this year and this

growth is expected to continue. The secondary network has some capacity

currently available but pressure will mount as primary students move into

secondary schools.

What have we done so far?

• Ten schools in the catchment have enrolment schemes in place, with

one of these at secondary level. We will continue to work with schools to

review and implement enrolment schemes to ensure the best use of the

schooling network.

• We have invested in 18 additional teaching spaces at primary schools

and 11 additional teaching spaces at secondary schools, including

redevelopment and additional capacity at Morningside and Hora Hora

primary schools, Kamo Intermediate, and Whangarei Girls’ High.

• In 2017, $50 million was allocated for the rebuild of Whangarei Boys’

High required as a result of ageing buildings and weathertight issues,

including some additional capacity. A $10 million rebuild of Kamo High

School has just been announced which will include additional capacity

and a new learning support facility.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need

to accommodate an additional 560-900 school-aged children in our local

schools2. We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term.

Here’s how:

• We will continue to work with schools to implement enrolment schemes

in the next few years where potential overcrowding may occur.

• At the primary level, additional teaching spaces are required, mostly at

existing urban schools where new subdivisions are progressing and

some infill development has seen the schools roll increase significantly.

As primary students move through to secondary, we expect that network

solutions will provide sufficient capacity in the city, however additional

capacity in secondary provision in the south is likely.

• We will continue to work with schools to improve both the quality and

quantity of Māori medium education to improve pathways and outcomes

for students.

Tai Tokerau: Whangarei/Ruakaka Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



» Learning support services will be monitored and a 

satellite is planned for Oromahoe and another in the 

future in Dargaville. 

» We are looking to expand access to Māori Medium 

pathways to the south of Whangarei.

» We will continue to work with schools to improve both 

the quality and quantity of Māori-medium education to 

improve pathways and outcomes for students. 

» Primary Schools in the highest pressure areas have enrolment 

schemes and so does Bream Bay College at Ruakaka.

» We will continue to work with other schools to review and 

implement enrolment schemes in the catchment.

» Roll growth pressure in the primary network means additional 

teaching space is required to accommodate known growth.

» We anticipate that additional provision in the south of the 

catchment will also be required at the secondary level as 

primary students move through into secondary.

» We will continue to monitor growth and provide additional 

teaching space as required.

Re-

development

» Current schools and sites can be expanded to accommodate 

future roll growth.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

» Some re-development of existing school sites will be 

required in the medium term to accommodate the growth we 

know is coming. We will work with schools to agree a 

master planning capacity to which the school can be re-

developed. 

Lifestyle choice

Whangarei and Ruakaka are growing as businesses are 

becoming more flexible and able to operate remotely, 

complemented by the lifestyle offered by the area.

Marsden Point and Ruakaka are predicted to grow by 29% 

by 2023, with 1,120 new dwellings built over the next five 

years.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start 

to meet growth in the region

Enrolment schemes are in place in the highest 

growth primary schools and at Bream Bay College 

in Ruakaka. There is limited opportunity for non-

property responses to accommodate future growth.

A major re-development of Whangarei Boys’ High 

School has recently been announced with funding 

of $50 million allocated.  A $10 million rebuild of 

Kamo High School will also be undertaken.

We are monitoring capacity in both secondary and 

primary schools.

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

This growth plan covers the urban Whangarei and semi-rural Marsden and Ruakaka areas within the Tai Tokerau region. In this catchment, 

there are 44 schools including: 36 state, 7 state integrated, and 1 private school; 18 contributing primary schools, 10 full primary, 2 

intermediates, 4 composite schools, 8 secondary schools, 1 special school and 1 teen parent unit.  As at July 2018, this catchment had a 

combined school roll of 14,570 students, including 847 Māori Medium students and 249 ORS (Ongoing Resourcing Scheme) students. 

Tai Tokerau: Whangarei/Ruakaka Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Large scale residential developments 

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Additional 250 

student places 

required

Additional 250 

student places 

required

Additional 250 

student places 

required

Cost of living

People are relocating to this area seeking lower living 

costs outside the major urban centres.  This is also 

being driven by the ability of businesses to operate 

remotely, and the lifestyle offered by the area.

Ongoing 

monitoring of 

rolls
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AUCKLAND



A Framework For Planning: Three Broad Profiles of Growth

» There are different types of population growth in different areas of New Zealand. Growth in an area can be a result of net

migration (people moving into the region) or natural growth from births.

» Characteristics of the area influence the response to growth and, in some cases, there is the ability for expansion and new

development. In other areas, increasing capacity may require redevelopment or strategic solutions across a school or groups

of schools.

» We have identified 20 growth catchment areas within Auckland. For each catchment we have categorised them into one of

three different profiles of growth: Blueprint for Growth, Complex Growth, Steady Growing. These are the three profile

definitions:

We are presenting a new way of thinking about and co-ordinating the Ministry of Education’s response to

population growth across New Zealand. The Auckland Education Growth Plan will ensure that sufficient

capacity in the school network is delivered as the right type, in the right place, at the right time.
Map Key:

Predicted 

growth in 

school age 

children by 

Territorial 

Authority

HIGH

MEDIUM

STABLE

DECLINE

We have forecast that between 2017 and 2030, an 

additional 60,000 student places will be required to 

meet growth in the Auckland school network. 12,000 

of these have been funded through to Budget 18.

Historically we have funded places through the 

annual Budget process. Seeking funding annually 

reduces the ability to plan ahead and make strategic 

or innovative changes to the network. Flexibility will 

enable us to be responsive to growth.

A new approach is needed to 

ensure that the educational 

needs are met for every child 

in New Zealand.

We have an opportunity to 

modernise and expand our network 

to support education now and for 

decades to come.

Different types of growth require different responses in terms of school network solutions. We have identified a set responses and

pre-determined triggers for when responses will be implemented.

Common solution framework across the full network

» Redirect students to under-utilised 

schools through zoning solution, e.g. new 

zone or shrink zone, managing out-of-

zone enrolments.

» Zoning solution always first step 

considered when school at risk of 

exceeding student places.

» Build new classrooms in existing 

schools to meet capacity, temporary or 

permanent.

» Considered after zoning options 

exhausted and schools still projected to 

be over-utilised.

» Merger, relocation, or school type change 

e.g. primary to composite, from single sex 

to co-ed, English medium to bilingual.

» Considered if changing the network will 

redirect students to other schools with 

student places.

Enrolment 

zones

Network 

restructure

Roll growth 

funding

» Acquire land and build new school 

- from start to finish takes six to ten 

years.

» Considered if the network is 

projected to exceed capacity within 

six years.
Establish 

new schools

Additional factors influencing solution decisions 

Blueprint for growth

Complex Growth

Steady Growing

Additional 

learners in the 

catchment

Demand to 

expand

provision type

Availability and 

acquisition of 

appropriate land sites 

Constraints on 

existing site 

capacity 

Parent choice 

influencing 

utilisation

There are a range of factors influencing the network solution. For example, in some cases additional classrooms can not be

added to existing schools because there is no physical space available. The likelihood of these factors being present vary across

the different growth profiles. We have illustrated the prevalence of some common factors.

Auckland Plan
Education Growth Plan to 2030   |    “Local students at local schools”

   

This is where local government planning 

includes intensive housing development 

and expansion into outer urban areas in 

response to, or causing, a large influx of 

people to move into a particular areas.  

These are opportunities to master plan 

education infrastructure collaboratively 

across agencies to integrate in the new 
communities.



Auckland Director’s Statement
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Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the past year, we have engaged with the Auckland education sector to get

their ideas on the best way to manage the region’s student population growth out

to 2030. The Ministry divides Auckland into six sub-regions (North, West, East,

Central, South-West and South) and workshops were held with representatives

of the sector in each sub-region. Ongoing liaison with schools and Boards has

also helped to inform our plans. Hearing the voices of the education sector has

been critical to ensure we implement the best solutions for Auckland’s growth

through our plans.

In addition to speaking with the sector, we have developed strong collaborative

relationships with agencies involved in Auckland’s burgeoning infrastructure

development. We have partnered with the Tāmaki Regeneration Company and

established a long-term education and wellbeing strategy, details of which are in

the regional plan. We work closely with Auckland Council’s infrastructure and

strategic planning teams to ensure we are linked together about Auckland’s

future population needs. Our plans are aligned with the strategies of other

government agencies in the region – including MBIE, MHUD, Housing NZ

(especially HLC) and NZ Transport Agency so that we are aware of the city’s

development areas.

The results of our engagement and collaboration mean we can focus our

attention on the right issues at the right time as we head towards 2030.

Māori Medium

Almost 3,500 students (at July 2018) are enrolled in state Māori medium education

(MME) in the Auckland region.

There is an increase in demand for MME. Māori comprise nearly 12% of the

Auckland population with a population of approximately 160,000. As of March 2017,

our information confirms that we have 148 schools in the Tamaki Makaurau region

resourced for providing MME Level 1-4. The total number of MME L1-4 students for

the Auckland region is 11,500.

Māori medium student numbers are likely to double in Auckland in the next 10 years.

New growth will be restricted by the ability to supply quality teachers of te reo, land

availability and access to public transport. Iwi Mana Whenua education aspirations in

Auckland in a partnership include kōhanga and kura attached to Mana Whenua

Marae.

Learning Support

As we respond to growth in the school age population generally, we are also

considering the children and young people who have a range of learning needs. This

group of learners will increase proportionately with Auckland growth.

Full participation and achievement for all learners within inclusive settings continues

to be our intention. In Auckland, this may be through local school enrolment or in a

special school setting. Our future planning is responsive to the options that

families/whānau are seeking for their children.

High level planning in areas of market-led development includes new schools

designed and built to meet the needs of all students, including the integration of a

special school response as required within the network.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect approximately 60,000 school-aged students places will need to be

accommodated in Auckland10. We already have plans underway to manage growth.

Here’s how:

• We will implement any of the up to 103 enrolment schemes that have not yet been

established for schools.

• We will amend any enrolment schemes that need to change to better distribute

students where growth patterns have changed.

• In line with the demand for growth and forecast student places, we anticipate the

need for 30 new schools, 21 expansions, and two redevelopments by 2030.

Beyond 2030

Statistics NZ growth projections show that Auckland will continue to grow rapidly

beyond 2030. Long term planning will need to be an ongoing process to successfully

meet education demand beyond 2030.

• All schools are expected to have enrolment schemes or another tool for

managing rolls.

• At this time, we anticipate that a further nine new primary and three new

secondary schools may be required.

What have we done so far?

Within Auckland, 277 out of 417 state schools have enrolment schemes in place.

In addition, 151 integrated and special character schools use maximum rolls and

defined catchments to manage rolls. We have recently constructed and opened

three new primary schools. Over recent years we have delivered over 10,000

student places across Auckland's state schooling network with 80% of these in

the primary school network. Early childhood places have also grown by 33%

since 2015.

1 Statistics New Zealand (year ended June 2017) 9 http://www.hnzc.co.nz/housing-developments-and-programmes/auckland-housing-programme/auckland-housing-programme-large-scale-projects/

2 ATAP 2018 10 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

3 Statistics New Zealand (population estimates based on 2013 Census, medium projection)

4 Statistics NZ (2013 Census, excludes unspecified data) and Independent Māori Statutory Board (IMSB)

5 Auckland Plan 2050

6 Auckland Growth Monitor – A snapshot into Auckland’s economy and place on the world stage October 2017

7 2018 Public Housing Plan

8 Auckland Housing Programme

Director’s message

Auckland is New Zealand’s gateway to the world and generates

around a third of the country’s GDP. It provides the key opportunity to

drive New Zealand’s productivity growth and economic

diversification. With the city projected to account for 75% of growth in

the working age population out to 2043, widespread planning for

Auckland’s growth is crucial.

Our school-age population is already experiencing unprecedented growth and this is

expected to continue at an increased pace over the next decade. This results in

pressure to provide the right physical space and associated infrastructure within

schools and to deliver a system that enables all children and young people to reach

their potential.

The Ministry has undertaken engagement with the Auckland education sector,

obtaining their ideas for managing the growth in their local schooling networks in the

next decade. Amongst the ideas and views gathered, the sector told us that what is

important to them is all-weather outdoor spaces and facilities so that both young

children and teenagers can play and move outside all year round. They also said that

schools need to be linked more effectively to the community, offer the use of school

facilities and work more closely in partnership with the council and local organisations

so everyone can benefit. The sector identified the need for increased wellbeing

services housed in schools, so that they could partner with health care organisations to

provide physical and mental health services necessary to support our most vulnerable

students. There is heightened demand for accessible and effective pathways for Māori

medium and te reo education. Accessible pathways for children with additional

learning support and wellbeing needs is also seen as critical.

Summaries of the sector’s feedback are presented in these plans. The longer term

view of growth will dovetail into the wider review of the education system as a whole as

it is important that these pieces of work feed into, and inform, one another as we work

with Aucklanders to develop the city’s future education system.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Auckland out to 2030.

Ngā mihi

Isabel Evans

Auckland’s growth story

The current population of Auckland is 1.65 million1. Over the next decade, Auckland is

projected to receive 55% of New Zealand’s total growth and will reach two million

people by 2028, adding another 45,0002 people to the city each year. By 2028, 18% of

Auckland’s population will be aged between 0–14 years old, with 6% aged between 15-

19 years old 3. Of the Māori population in Auckland, one-third are aged between 0-144

years.

Investment in transport is shaping the city’s development. Through the Auckland

Transport Alignment Project (ATAP), Central Government and Auckland Council have

agreed on the direction for the development of Auckland’s transport system over the

next 30 years5.

The ATAP package contains around $28 billion of investment in Auckland’s transport

over the next decade. Some of the major projects included within the ATAP are City

Rail Link, Puhoi-Warkworth motorway and Manukau-Papakura motorway widening.

Other projects include Light Rail Transit (City-Airport & Northwest corridor), Papakura –

Drury Motorway widening and Eastern Busway (Panmure-Botany). All of these projects

will support market-led development, where around 30% of growth is forecast to occur2.

.

The construction industry is thriving, with more than $26 billion of large

construction and infrastructure projects underway across Auckland in 20176. The

city is in the midst of a construction boom which will continue into the next

decade, helped by a strong pipeline of opportunities. This is reflected in strong

growth in our construction and engineering sectors.

The Government is aiming to secure around 3,550 additional public housing

places across the Auckland region between July 2018 and June 20227. The

Auckland Housing Programme (AHP) is a joint initiative between Housing NZ

and Homes.Land.Community. (HLC) to deliver small, medium and large-scale

housing developments in Auckland over the next 10 years8. The first two projects

in both Northcote and Mt Roskill are already underway.

Over 10 years, almost 11,000 additional new social housing homes and over

12,600 new affordable market homes are to be delivered for construction in

Auckland8, along with large scale projects due for development in Northcote,

Avondale, Mt Roskill and Mangere 9. Our own projections show that we could

see an additional 60,000 school-aged students in the Auckland region by 203010.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• We plan to implement up to 103 enrolment schemes in some of the 130

schools that do not currently have schemes. This will rely on strong

engagement with groups of schools to determine the best student pathways

and put methods in place to manage rolls.

• If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 20,000 school-aged children in our local schools10.

• To accommodate this growth we anticipate needing an additional 25,000 student

places, of which 16,000 are at primary and 9,000 at secondary.



Albany Long Bay Rangitoto: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Albany Long Bay Rangitoto’s growth story

Albany is defined as a metropolitan centre and major growth node in the

Auckland Plan 20501. It is expected to be a strategic growth area over the

next 10-20 years, adding employment and residential population through both

greenfield development and market-led intensification.

Māori medium

Māori medium facilities in this area include a Kura Kaupapa Māori and a kōhanga

reo which do not meet demand. The Kura Kaupapa Māori provides 111 student

places. Students attending the kōhanga and the kura travel from a wide area of

the North Shore.

The number of Māori students is expected to increase as new housing

developments continue to grow. There may be options to add capacity for Māori

medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either at existing schools or new

schools. In this catchment, we anticipate demand for an additional 100 Māori

medium student places.

Learning Support

Approximately 79% of ORS-verified students in this catchment are enrolled in

local schools. The Ministry of Education is the fund holder. The remaining 21% of

ORS students are enrolled in a special school. Wilson Special School and

Kelston Deaf Education Centre both operate satellite units in this catchment.

Wairau Valley Special School and Wilson Special School deliver outreach

teacher services to students in local schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and

the Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ also deliver outreach services to

students who have sensory needs.

We are currently exploring options for providing additional learning support

capacity in the north of the region. One new satellite unit in Albany North is

proposed, due for delivery in 2024. It is yet to be determined if this will be linked

to the Wilson Special School or Wairau Valley Special School network.

• We expect our roll growth monitoring will indicate a new primary school in the

north-west will need to be established around 2024/25. The initial build is

proposed to be to a capacity of 350 students, with additional stages providing a

further 350 student places, potentially required prior to 2030.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 2,904 children, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 1,614 primary and 709

secondary student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

We expect rapid and sustained growth across this catchment, particularly in the

Albany growth node. We will continue to monitor rolls and the rate of

development uptake in the catchment to inform our decision-making on future

schooling. At this stage, we anticipate that an additional junior secondary may be

required.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 20 out of 22 state schools in this catchment.

Ridgeview School is in a semi-rural location and does not currently need an

enrolment scheme. Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Raki Paewhenua operates

within a defined catchment and manages its roll within its designated character

provisions.

• Planning is underway on a number of projects to provide additional capacity for

schools in this catchment that have reached current site capacity.

• We are investigating options for site acquisition for additional primary schooling

in the north of the catchment, and potentially for additional secondary provision

in the catchment, such as an additional junior high.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 2,304 children in our local schools 2. We plan to meet

this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes and

additional property provision. We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the

short-term.

• We will explore opportunities for implementing and/or amending enrolment

schemes at schools as a tool for managing growth in this catchment.

• Additional student places will be required at various Eastern Bays and Albany

schools. Some temporary student places will be required in the short term to

accommodate expected growth.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 2,304 children, by 2021

we anticipate demand for an additional 1,083 primary and 873 secondary

student places to accommodate expected growth2.

1 Auckland Plan 2050

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have discussed growth scenarios with schools in Albany and Long Bay

over the last several years. Primary schools, particularly in the Albany area,

are experiencing roll pressure and most are nearing capacity. Secondary

schools currently have some capacity although the Albany Junior College roll

is anticipated to come under pressure as growth continues.

We have discussed with the sector options to accommodate this growth. We

have signalled the possible need for an additional primary school in the

catchment, as well as our expectation that existing schools will grow in size

over time to accommodate growth in their local catchments.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the

sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions on infrastructure,

wellbeing and student pathways, the following themes were evident:

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking an increase in collaboration

with community organisations and businesses to extend student pathways

from school into the workforce.

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions

between Early Childhood Education (ECE), primary, intermediate, junior and

senior colleges as difficulties are experienced at each change. This could

involve changing structures of classes and having schools on the same site.

An efficient transfer of student information between schools will allow

students’ needs to be met as they change schools.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking a strong emphasis on

providing adequate all-weather sporting and outdoor areas to manage

physical and mental health by ensuring that students have a balance of

indoor/outdoor activity and adequate space for interaction.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking increased wellbeing of

students and staff by enabling flexible term times, i.e. February is too hot to

start school and school hours could be flexible (not only between 9am and

3pm).

Community partnerships: Respondents suggested putting in place

community and corporate partnerships with local trusts, businesses and

establishing partnerships for the use of gyms and pools. Schools should be

welcoming, safe places for the community and the community should have

access to grounds outside of school hours.

With the presence of Massey University campus, Albany provides a complete

pathway for students from ECE, through primary, junior and senior colleges to

tertiary education. The area is increasingly attractive to immigrants for living, work

and play opportunities.

Likewise, the Eastern Bays area of the North Shore, including Long Bay and

other coastal suburbs such as Browns Bay, Murrays Bay and Campbell's Bay, will

continue to see further intensification. These suburbs have attracted families

looking for lifestyle options and access to schooling.

Close proximity to the strategic transport network has led to rapid intensification in

this catchment over the last few years and these trends look set to continue into

the long term.

This catchment hosts a diverse student population with the majority of students

being of European and Asian ethnicity. Approximately 6% of Auckland English for

Speakers of Other Language (ESOL) students are located within this catchment

area.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 2,904 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 2030 2. We already have plans underway to

manage this growth.
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Albany Long Bay Rangitoto: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Albany Long Bay Rangitoto Education Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, 

benefiting approximately 19,500 - 21,100 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving here

Families moving to Albany and Eastern Bays for 

lifestyle and employment.

This is one of the fastest growing sub-regions of Auckland.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head 

start to meet growth in the region

Enrolment schemes operating effectively at 

20 schools.

Actively investigating whether a new primary 

school and/or a new junior college are 

required.

Learning Support

» Possible realignment of North Shore Special School 

catchments to strengthen provision up to and north of 

Albany.

» Proposal of new satellite unit hosted by the potential 

new primary school in the north-west.

Māori Medium

» Anticipated demand for an additional 100 Māori 

medium student places. 

» Explore options with schools to amend or establish enrolment 

schemes to manage growing rolls.

» We plan to add additional teaching space to schools at 

capacity. This may require site reconfiguration and ‘building 

up’ to retain green space. 

» Land acquisition may be required for a new primary and/or 

junior college.  

» A new primary school is likely to be required in 2024.

» Additional capacity likely to be required in 2027 for Stage 2 

of new primary school.

» Additional capacity at junior high level may be required in 

the latter part of the decade.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Potential acquisition of 

land for Albany North 

Primary

Investigating options for 

expansion of existing, or 

new junior high

Additional 1,083 primary and 873 secondary student places 

Potential new primary 

school with satellite unit 

(Albany North) 

350 student places

Potential further 

development of new 

primary school (Albany 

North)

350 student places

Additional 1,614 primary and 709 secondary student places

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 9,731 6,355

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,987 2,221

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

1,083 873

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

15 4

Catchment Summary

What’s influencing the Growth Plan



Avondale Green Bay Kelston: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have discussed growth scenarios with schools in Kelston over the last several

years, including Kelston Boys’ and Girls’ High Schools, Kelston Intermediate, St

Leonards and Kelston Primary Schools. In 2017, we led a visioning process with

the Kerehana Kāhui Ako that resulted in a vision and objectives for education in

the area. We have also discussed the impacts of growth with Avondale schools,

particularly those arising from the Unitec development in Mt Albert.

Schools have a vision for how learning will be delivered in the future. There is

acknowledgement from schools that they will need to increase in size to

accommodate growth. We are planning to engage with the Avondale / Green Bay

/ Kelston community in 2019 to further inform our long-term plans for education

provision in this catchment.

Avondale Green Bay Kelston’s growth story
Avondale is located on the western rail line and is an established town centre with

significant development potential, particularly when combined with adjacent New

Lynn. The City Rail Link, when complete, will improve access to the city centre from

Avondale. The centre has been identified as an attractive development location,

given its location and planned transport improvements.

New Lynn is identified as a strategic growth area in the Auckland Plan 2050. With

recent investment in transport infrastructure, New Lynn is expected to intensify over

the next 10 years, increasing pressure on local schools. The New Lynn town centre

has had major Council investment and there is interest from the private sector also,

including the Crown Lynn development. The area is well connected via rail and bus,

and the frequency of services will improve when the City Rail Link is complete1.

Other urban centres and suburbs are also expected to intensify. Glen Eden will also

benefit from frequent rail services, increasing its attractiveness for development.

Kelston is beginning to experience growth, although at a slower pace and through

infill housing rather than intensification (at this time).

Some families are currently choosing single sex options at Kelston Boys’ and

Kelston Girls’ High Schools. However, others are choosing to take up out-of-zone

places at Avondale College and other central high schools. In order to increase

rolls, Kelston schools will need to reposition themselves as schools of choice for

Kelston and New Lynn communities, to better accommodate growth already

occurring in New Lynn.

Kelston, Avondale, New Lynn and Glen Eden have the potential to generate

approximately 3,520 dwellings, with the population expected to rise to 31,600

residents between 2018 - 20482.

We know from our Mt Roskill catchment plan that the KiwiBuild development at the

Unitec site in Mt Albert could add up to 4,000 new dwellings. Children living in these

new homes will be within the enrolment home zone for Waterview Primary,

Avondale Intermediate and Avondale College.

This catchment hosts a diverse student population with students spread across

European, Pacific, Māori and Asian ethnicities. Approximately 5% (1,417) of

Auckland ESOL students are located within this catchment area.

Māori medium

There is provision for education in the Māori medium at Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o

Hoani Waititi, a Y1-15 composite kura in Glen Eden, which currently has 186 tauira

enrolled in Level 1 immersion. There are kōhanga reo in this area that develop early

learners competent in te reo Māori. This area is experiencing rapid infill housing

which could attract Māori whānau to the area. We anticipate that the area could

sustain new kōhanga reo and approximately 190 Māori medium student places.

There is scope to increase student places in the kura. There may also be options to

add capacity for Māori medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either at

existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

The 78% of ORS-verified students from this catchment enrolled in special schools

attend either satellite unit programmes of Oaklynn Special School, or the Kelston

Deaf Education Centre (KDEC). Oaklynn Special School operates three satellite units

in this area, and KDEC operates a pathway of four satellite units through four of the

Kelston Schools. The regional administration hub and student residential facility of

KDEC is also within this catchment.

Approximately 22% of ORS students attend local schools. Oaklynn Special School

provides outreach teacher services to 62% of these students, and KDEC and the

Blind Low Vision Network NZ also provide outreach support to students.

Oaklynn Special School is experiencing growing rolls across the school as well as

responding to the pressure of enrolled students transitioning from one age cohort to

another (e.g. intermediate to secondary). Property responses to this roll pressure at

Oaklynn Special School will include additional primary and secondary satellite unit

accommodation, as well as four additional teaching spaces on the base site. We

understand that there is interest in a primary satellite unit for Central Auckland

Specialist School to be delivered through further development of Waterview School.

• We plan to explore enrolment schemes for some schools in the area.

• Redevelop Kelston Boys’ High School, Kelston Girls’ High School and Kelston

Intermediate School.

• We will continue to monitor school rolls in the catchment as well as the

progression of development, particularly of the Unitec site, to inform our

decision-making around timing of any new school in this area.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 3,412 children, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 2,009 primary and 1,655

secondary student places across the catchment by 20303.

Beyond 2030

Given New Lynn is a strategic growth area and that large scale intensification will

occur through KiwiBuild at Unitec, we anticipate sustained growth in the

catchment beyond 2030. We will continue monitoring school rolls and the rate of

development uptake across the catchment and plan to add capacity to schools as

required.

What have we done so far?

We have started engaging with communities in Kelston about possible education

and network changes.

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 15 out of 24 state schools in this catchment.

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Hoani Waititi manages enrolments within a maximum

roll. Several schools have defined geographic catchments. We know that schools

in Kelston will need enrolment schemes as growth begins to accelerate in the

Kelston/New Lynn area.

• Schools in the Avondale area enrol significant numbers of out-of-zone students,

particularly Avondale College. As local growth accelerates in Avondale, Unitec

and surrounding areas, in zone enrolments are expected to increase with a

corresponding reduction in out-of-zone students.

• In 2017, the redevelopment of Waterview School was completed. While this was

primarily a redevelopment of ageing infrastructure, we have recently committed

additional funds to provide capacity for a further 240 students at the school.

• We are working with MBIE and KiwiBuild to understand the timing, yields and

housing types within the Unitec development. We are modelling the number of

children likely to live in the new development as it gets built and considering

options for education, including expanding Waterview Primary or delivering a

new ‘urban’ style school within the Unitec development.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 1,031 children in local schools in this catchment 3. We

plan to meet this demand through a variety of means, including enrolment scheme

changes. We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term.

• Design and construction of additional space that is likely to be required at

Waterview School to cater for KiwiBuild and Whai Rawa (Ngāti Whātua) housing

development on the Unitec site.

• We are currently looking for sites for a new primary school to accommodate

growth from intensification within the town centre. We anticipate a new school

could be required by 2025.

• We will continue to work towards accommodating future population growth

through the Unitec development.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment, and in

order to accommodate an forecast additional 1,031 children, by 2021 we anticipate

demand for an additional 1,070 primary and 678 secondary student places to

accommodate expected growth 3.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 3,412 school-aged students will need to be accommodated

in this catchment by 20303. We already have plans underway to manage this

growth. Here’s how:

1 New Lynn Urban Plan 2030

2 Auckland Plan 2050

3 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)
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Avondale Green Bay Kelston: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Avondale Green Bay Kelston Catchment Plan will meet the needs of the local school population, benefiting approximately 

18,200 – 19,600 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Learning Support

» Oaklynn Special School requires teaching spaces at the 

base site and additional primary and secondary satellite 

unit accommodation.

» Primary satellite unit space has been included in the 

proposed New Lynn primary school in 2025.

» Central Auckland Specialist School will benefit from 

additional satellite unit provision at Waterview School.

» Explore enrolment schemes for some schools in the 

catchment.

» We plan to add additional teaching space to schools at 

capacity. This may require site reconfiguration and 

‘building up’ to retain green space. 

» One or two new primary schools likely to be required.

» Funding has been approved for the implementation of Stage 

2 at Waterview Primary School. Stage 3 development of the 

school is anticipated to be required by the mid-2020s.
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

Additional learners moving here

Significant population growth is expected 

across New Lynn, Kelston and Avondale 

adding to pressure on schools 

As in zone growth occurs, out-of-zone 

enrolments will need to be managed 

down

Actively working with Kelston schools 

to design an education model to meet 

future needs and make best use of 

school infrastructure.

Enrolment Scheme home zones Network structure

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Enrolment schemes implemented at 15 schools. 

Discussing need and options for a new primary school with 

KiwiBuild team in relation to Unitec site.

Capacity has been added at existing New Lynn and 

Waterview Schools to respond to specific developments.

» Complete investigations to acquire a possible primary site at 

New Lynn.

» Work with MBIE/KiwiBuild to clarify requirements for primary 

education provision.

Māori Medium

» We anticipate that the area could sustain new kōhanga 

reo and approximately 190 Māori medium student places. 

There is scope to increase student places in the kura.

» Continue working with schools to strengthen governance, 

leadership, management and teaching practices to raise 

engagement and student achievement.

» Consider possible network structure changes across the 

Kelston network of schools.

Stage 2 

Waterview 

Primary School 

with satellite unit

240 student 

places
New satellite 

units at one 

primary and 

one secondary

Four teaching 

spaces at

Oaklynn 

Special School 

1,070 primary and 678 

secondary student 

places

Waterview 

School

Stage 3

240 student 

places

Potential new 

primary school with 

satellite unit (New 

Lynn)

420 student places

Potential Stage 

2 (New Lynn 

Primary)

280 student 

places

2,009 primary and 

1,655 secondary 

student places

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 8,509 5,164

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,650 1,793

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

1,070 678

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

12 3

Catchment Summary

Parental choice 

influence

Availability of 

land



Glenfield  Birkenhead  Northcote: Blueprint for Growth
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In the short-term, schools could see a temporary drop in enrolments as Housing

NZ tenants are temporarily relocated, before rolls increase rapidly as new homes

are occupied. We are already planning how we can support schools through

these changes.

Council data anticipates the population to grow by about 3,600 between 2018-

20481. Given its close proximity to beaches, employment locations and transport

links, there is potential for Northcote to experience further residential

intensification exceeding current projections. Development in Glenfield and

Birkenhead is also expected to intensify, with Council anticipating population

growth of about 7,440 between 2018-2048 in these areas1.

This catchment hosts a particularly diverse student population with students

spread across European, Māori, Asian and Pacific ethnicities. Approximately 4%

of Auckland ESOL students (over 1,000 students) are located within this

catchment area. Both migrants and NZ-born students drive a need for ESOL

services.

Māori medium

Māori medium is primarily provided through Birkdale schools with bilingual units

and 48 student places with connections to the local kōhanga reo. The community is

also served by Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Hoani Waititi which provides 186 student

places and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Raki Paewhenua which offers 111

student places. There are three kōhanga reo. This area has a low transient, high

Māori population. We anticipate demand for a further 350 student places for Māori

medium learners. There may be options to add capacity for Māori medium

education through puna reo or rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Approximately 85% of ORS-verified students in this catchment are enrolled in

Special Schools, with the remaining 15% attending their local school.

Wairau Valley Special School in Glenfield currently operates four satellite units

(primary to secondary) in this catchment. In 2019, the base school site is proposed

to be expanded, and an additional satellite unit will be rebuilt.

Wilson Special School operates three satellite units in Glenfield. Wilson Special

School provides outreach teacher services to students in this area. Kelston Deaf

Education Centre and the Blind Low Vision Network NZ also deliver outreach

services to students who have sensory needs.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,689 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans underway to

manage growth. Here’s how:

• Redevelopment needed to prepare schools for growth as regeneration

programmes get underway.

• We will implement the long-term development plan for Northcote College to

increase capacity at the school as development progresses and students

transition though from Northcote Intermediate and feeder primary schools.

• We will masterplan Northcote Intermediate to reconfigure the school, increase

capacity, retain green space, and make better use of accessways and

connections to the adjacent primary school.

• Construction of the rebuild of Onepoto Primary School will provide additional

capacity with an initial build capacity of 350 student places, and a master

planned capacity of 800 student places.

• Potential redevelopment of Chelsea School and Onepoto Primary School.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,689 children, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 969 primary and 363 secondary

student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

Growth is expected to continue beyond 2030 as the Northcote town centre is

revitalised and development opportunities are realised. Population will continue to

increase, adding pressure to the schooling network. We will continue to monitor

rolls and development in the catchment to enable a proactive response to growth.

1 Auckland Plan 2050

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections) 

What have we done so far?

• Historically, parental choice has affected school rolls as students enrol as out-

of-zone students in schools outside this catchment. Only 9 out of 21 state

schools have enrolment schemes in this catchment. This area has not

previously experienced significant growth therefore schemes have not been

needed. We know that this will change as a result of the regeneration of

Northcote.

• We will explore opportunities for implementing and/or amending enrolment

schemes as a tool for schools to manage enrolments and growth in this

catchment.

• Budget 18 allocated funding for the rebuild of Onepoto Primary School. This

will increase capacity at the school in response to anticipated growth in student

numbers from the significant developments underway. We are in the planning

phase for this project.

• Budget 18 also provided funding for Northcote College to undergo

redevelopment to replace ageing buildings, remedy weathertight issues, and

position the school for roll growth over the next 10 years. We are preparing a

long-term development plan for Northcote College to stage this redevelopment.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term. If growth

projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 919 children in our local schools2. We plan to meet

this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes.

• We will progress enrolment schemes with schools as our roll monitoring shows

it is necessary.

• We are working alongside the Catholic Diocese to investigate options for the

Hato Petera site now that the school has closed, and are considering what

other education uses could be appropriate in the longer-term.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 919 children, by 2021 we

anticipate an additional 999 primary and 152 secondary student places will be

required to address roll growth pressure2.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have been discussing growth scenarios with

schools, and we have been part of the Structure Planning process in Northcote.

HLC has also engaged with schools through their role in the cross-agency

regeneration of Northcote.

Two schools (Onepoto Primary School and Northcote Intermediate) are

immediately adjacent to redevelopment sites and are therefore directly impacted.

Northcote College will also be affected as growth in student numbers flows

through to secondary age enrolments. We have had ongoing discussions with

these schools as planning progresses.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the

sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions on infrastructure,

wellbeing and student pathways, the following themes were evident:

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking an increase in collaboration

with community organisations and businesses to extend student pathways from

school into the workforce.

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions

between ECE, primary, intermediate and secondary as transition difficulties are

experienced at each change. This could involve changing structures of classes

and having schools on the same site.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking a strong emphasis on providing

adequate all-weather sporting and outdoor areas to manage physical and mental

health by ensuring that students have a balance of indoor/outdoor activity and

adequate space for interaction.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced wellbeing of students

and staff by enabling flexible class hours, allowing schools to be facilities for the

community, working with the DHB-funded health workers (counsellors, mental

health support, doctors and nurses) in contemporary, well-equipped onsite clinics

in schools.

Community partnerships: Respondents are seeking partnerships with local

trusts and businesses in which they may make use of facilities such as gyms and

pools. Schools should be welcoming, safe places for the community and the

community should have access to grounds outside of school hours.

Glenfield Birkenhead Northcote’s growth story

A regeneration project led by HLC, on behalf of Housing NZ, and Panuku

Development Auckland aims to reinvigorate the Northcote town centre and could

see up to 2,500 additional homes added over the next 10 years.

This is largely through the redevelopment of Housing NZ properties to add social,

market and affordable housing. This project is expected to lead to a change in the

demographic profile of the area as families move into the new housing. The initial

stages are currently underway, and development is expected to proceed in a

staged approach.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Glenfield  Birkenhead  Northcote: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» The Wairau Valley Special School satellite unit at 

Glenfield Intermediate is to be rebuilt with a 2019 

completion date. The base site of Wairau Valley Special 

School also requires additional student places. 

Māori Medium

» We anticipate demand for a further 350 student places 

for Māori medium learners.

» There may be options to add capacity for Māori medium 

education through puna reo or rumaki, either at existing 

schools or new schools.

» We will explore opportunities for implementing and/or 

amending enrolment schemes as a tool for schools to manage 

enrolments and growth in this catchment. 

» Northcote Intermediate roll expected to grow rapidly due to 

housing development and growing school aged population.

» Northcote College will need additional student places and 

other facilities as growth moves through to secondary age 

cohorts.

» Onepoto Primary School replacement to open in 2022.

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Constraints on existing site capacities mean that long-term 

development plans for Northcote schools are required.

The Glenfield  Birkenhead Northcote Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 9,200 - 10,700 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving here

Families will move to 

Northcote to access 

affordable housing and 

employment opportunities.

Northcote is a strategic growth area in the Auckland Plan with significant investment led by HLC and Panuku, adding housing choices and 

seeking to improve social outcomes for local people

Parent choice influencing utilisationEnrolment patterns

Uptake at local schools has been affected 

by parent choice. Enrolment patterns 

have been affected by enrolment in 

adjacent catchments up to this point.

Parents are currently choosing to enrol 

children in Westlake / Takapuna schools as 

out-of-zone students. This has affected 

enrolment patterns at Northcote, Glenfield 

and Birkenhead intermediates and colleges. 

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

We are working with schools to manage enrolment 

schemes, so that they have a tool to manage rolls as 

growth starts to occur across this catchment.

This will only be effective if schools in the wider 

Takapuna areas start to progressively reduce out-of-zone 

enrolments (as growth occurs in Takapuna).

Constraints on 
existing site 

capacity 

Establish New 

Schools

New satellite 

unit rebuild and 

base site 

expansion 

(Wairau Valley 

Special School)

Onepoto 

Primary School 

replacement 

350 student 

places 

Additional 999 primary 

student places 

required

Additional 969 primary 

student places 

required 

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 6,222 1,965

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

1,814 794

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

999 152

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

13 1

Catchment Summary

Ongoing 

monitoring of 

rolls



Grammars Western Springs: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Grammars Western Springs’ growth story

Significant growth continues in the city centre, particularly through development

of apartments. While this housing type is not always attractive to families, it is

becoming more common for children to live in the central city. This can result in a

level of transience as families move from the central city to other suburbs after a

period of time. We expect further significant intensification over the next 10 years

enabled by the provisions of the Auckland Unitary Plan. Central city fringe

suburbs are also experiencing intensification resulting in increasing pressure on

school rolls. Growth in these fringe suburbs is largely apartment developments

and infill housing1. This is expected to continue.

Students within this catchment identify with a diverse range of ethnicities

including European, Asian, Pacific and Māori. Approximately 7% (1,883

students) of Auckland ESOL students are located within this catchment area.

There are a large number of integrated and private schools in this catchment that

draw a significant proportion of enrolments from within this catchment. Central

schools also continue to draw students from other parts of the city, even with

enrolment schemes in place.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 26 out of 27 state schools in this

catchment. Eleven state integrated schools use maximum rolls to manage

student numbers. There are also 12 private schools in this catchment.

• We are working with schools to reduce out-of-zone enrolments as pressure

on in zone places grows.

• Western Springs College is currently undergoing a comprehensive

redevelopment project and building work is due to be completed in 2019.

• Additional teaching spaces are being added at Mt Albert Grammar, Balmoral

School and Kowhai Intermediate to manage demand.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 400 children in our local primary schools. We plan to

meet this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes.

• We will review existing enrolment schemes at schools as necessary in order

to manage growth in this catchment.

• Monitoring rolls to determine the need for additional student places at

Waterview Primary.

• Continuing discussions with Auckland Girls’ Grammar Board about enrolling

more local children, particularly from the CBD.

• Continuing to encourage central area secondary schools to reduce out-of-

zone enrolments.

• Investigating options for a CBD primary school, including options which

retain flexibility to expand student places.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 2,693 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans underway

to manage growth. Here’s how:

• Further explore options for secondary schooling for the central city and work

with Boards to consult with the current and future school community.

• Potential acquisition of land for a new primary school in the CBD.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 2,693

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 1,324 primary

student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

• Establish a new primary school to serve the inner city community. We will

continue to monitor school rolls to inform the timing of decisions around this.

• Provide a city centre secondary school and co-ed option for families in the

inner suburbs.

1 Future Urban Land Strategy July 2017

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model  (High Projections)

Māori medium

This area provides 450 student places for Māori medium learners through four

primary schools, an intermediate, and a secondary school as immersion

classes in English medium schools. There is a puna reo and kōhanga reo in

the area. Students travel from outside of the area to enter Māori medium

programmes. Kowhai Intermediate is the historical intermediate school

pathway for the area. Land availability is limited however public transport

connections are good for city dwellers. The Grammar Western Springs

catchment is a longstanding Māori immersion area with a history of high

performance. Expected growth in this area is likely to be through intensification

and increased infill. We anticipate this area could see the need for an

additional 300 Māori medium student places, and potentially new kura kaupapa

and inner city kōhanga reo. There may also be options to add capacity through

puna reo and rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools. There is an

urgent need to provide additional Māori medium student places at the

secondary level.

Learning Support

Central Auckland Specialist School (CASS) operates within this area. Currently

there are no special school satellite units in the catchment. CASS provides

outreach teaching services to ORS-verified students in 15 schools. Kelston

Deaf Education Centre and Blind Low Vision Education Network NZ also

provide outreach services to students with sensory needs in 13 schools. Future

planning includes a new primary satellite unit and a new secondary unit for

CASS. Consultation with possible host schools is about to commence.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth scenarios with

schools in central Auckland. We have also held broader conversations with principals

from this catchment about property issues. Schools acknowledge that they will need to

grow in size to meet growth demands. There is also general agreement from the sector

on the need for additional primary provision in the central city.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education sector

across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the sector as these

plans develop. Through these discussions on infrastructure, wellbeing and student

pathways, the following themes and ideas have been generated:

• Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking to provide mentors from older

citizens and use volunteers more to increase community cohesion.

• Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions between

ECE, primary, intermediate and secondary as transition difficulties can be

experienced at each change. This could involve changing structures of classes.

Examine the pathways through Catholic schools, e.g. modelling the number of

preference students to assist with accommodating future growth.

• Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking to use community facilities that are in

close proximity and share costs. Respondents also suggested promotion of more

partnerships with Council.

• Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced wellbeing of students

and staff which could be enhanced by enabling flexible class hours, including different

shifts, days of week, and style of lesson.

• Local infrastructure: Respondents are seeking to increase collaboration and

communication with Council so that community facilities can be shared by the school

and vice versa.

Through engagement on this plan, the following themes arose specifically in relation to

Māori medium education:

• Student pathways: Respondents are seeking strengthened student pathways for

Māori medium as pathways are not clear, or are non-existent, dependent on

mainstream pathways, or disrupted by mainstream pathways. Have purpose built

facilities which promote innovation and socialisation. Learning support structure

needs to be in place, fully funded, resourced and staffed to ensure the needs of

vulnerable children are met.

• Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a central area kura for years 0-13

which will reduce transition and provide certainty of access. Students with additional

learning support needs also require additional planning for smooth and accessible

pathways and transitions.

• Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking an increased connection to natural

environment and to allow school grounds and facilities to be community resources.

Think of greenspace as a ‘third teacher’ and Te Ao Māori intrinsic to all infrastructure

developments.

• Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking more resources to improve

attendance rates, strengthen truancy services and enable all government agencies to

work together. Allow schools to be facilities for the community, working with the DHB-

funded health workers – counsellors, mental health support, doctors and nurses in

contemporary, well-equipped onsite clinics in schools. Design schools in the form of a

village and focus on other areas, not just academic. Resource learning support

schools/units so children are not disadvantaged.

• Social and external factors: Respondents are seeking valued treaty

partnerships. Ensure culture and values translate from school to school so

children don’t have to adjust.



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Grammars Western Springs: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The central area of Auckland will continue to experience significant growth from intensification. The Grammars Western Springs 

Education Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting an estimated 19,500 - 21,950 

students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving to sub region

The central area continues to be 

attractive to families due to accessibility 

and employment options. An increasing 

number of immigrants start their NZ life 

here.

Demand for other provision types Parent choice influencing utilisation 

Parents perceive education quality 

to be high resulting in significant 

out-of-zone enrolments. Increasing 

in zone growth will reduce out-of-

zone enrolments. 

Large number of 

enrolments in integrated 

and private schools in the 

central Auckland area

Learning Support

» Additional satellite units for Central Auckland Specialist 

School at primary and secondary level proposed.

Māori Medium

» We anticipate demand for an additional 300 Māori medium 

student places, and potentially new kura kaupapa and inner 

city kōhanga reo. There may also be options to add 

capacity through puna reo and rumaki, either at existing 

schools or new schools.  

» There is a need to provide additional Māori medium student 

places at the secondary level.

» Enrolment scheme amendments may be required to 

redistribute growth.

» Continue to add classroom capacity as demand 

increases but must also manage pressures on ‘non-

teaching’ spaces.

Network 

solutions

» Likely to require new primary school in the Auckland CBD. 

Investigate options for typologies and format, and sharing of 

facilities and open space.
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Consider changing network structure and schooling 

configuration to better serve growing CBD and inner suburb 

communities and address gender imbalance issues.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

All but one of the 27 state schools in the central area operate 

enrolment schemes. 

Constraints on existing sites make adding capacity more 

expensive and difficult. Need to retain green space and play 

space for children. Teaching spaces being added as required. 

Investigating options to purchase or lease land in the 

Auckland CBD for possible new primary school.

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Potential land 

acquisitions for CBD 

primary and at Epsom 

Campus for site 

extension

New satellite units proposed at 

primary & secondary level, 

delivery date TBC 

Potential new primary 

school (CBD primary)

400 students places

Potential primary school site 

extension (Epsom Campus)

400 students places

339 primary student 

places

1,324 primary 

student places
Western Springs College 

redevelopment due for completion

Western Springs College 

Stage 2 redevelopment

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 11,996 6,803

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,885 210

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

339 223

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

13 1

Catchment Summary



Gulf Islands: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Gulf Island’s growth story

Waiheke Island has experienced some growth over the last 10 years.

This pattern is expected to continue with opportunities in the tourism,

and viticulture industries, and families choosing Waiheke for lifestyle

reasons. Some development may be experienced on Waiheke Island

as zoning allows.

Student rolls are expected to remain steady for the next decade and

will drop slightly by 2030.

Waiheke Island has a higher proportion of residents aged 65 and over

when compared to the rest of Auckland. The median age was

45.3years (2013), older than the regional median of 35.1 years and the

second oldest in the catchment after Great Barrier Island (53.9 years)1.

Little development is expected on Great Barrier Island due to

geographic, regulatory and economic constraints.

There is a low demand for ESOL services in this catchment, with 0.1%

of Auckland ESOL students located within the catchment.

Māori medium

There is currently no provision of Māori medium in the Gulf Islands.

Mana whenua has expressed a keen interest to establish kōhanga reo

on Waiheke Island and Aotea (Great Barrier Island). As the Gulf Island

population grows, there is potential demand for 40 Māori medium

student places on Waiheke Island. We will continue to monitor demand

for Māori medium education on Aotea to assess the need for kura.

There may be options to add capacity for Māori medium education

through puna reo or rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools.

Digital solutions for learning and special character options will also be

explored.

Learning Support

The majority of ORS-verified students are enrolled in their local schools

in this area. The exception is a small number of students travelling daily

to attend a programme of choice in Auckland City.

Central Auckland Specialist School (CASS) is providing outreach

teaching services to students enrolled at the Waiheke Island schools.

Representatives from CASS and the Ministry are in discussions with the

principals of the three Waiheke Island schools about the future

coordination of services to ORS-verified students.

1 https://www.aucklandcouncil.govt.nz/environment/state-of-auckland-research-report-cards/Pages/demographics-report-card-waiheke-local-board-area-2016.aspx

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model  (High Projections)

What have we done so far?

• One out of six schools in this catchment has an enrolment scheme in

place (Waiheke Primary School). However, enrolment schemes are of

limited value where catchments are naturally defined by geographic

constraints, such as Kaitoke, Mulberry Grove and Okiwi Schools on

Great Barrier Island, and Waiheke High School on Waiheke Island.

For the remaining schools in this catchment an enrolment scheme

would serve little purpose.

• Both Waiheke High School and Te Hurihi School have been

redeveloped recently due to building conditions.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

Prior to 2021, rolls are expected to remain steady on both Waiheke and

Great Barrier Islands. In response to this, we’re planning in the short-

term to:

• establish a learning hub on Great Barrier Island to assist secondary

students to make the best use of learning resources.

• Possible amendment of enrolment schemes on Waiheke Island to

distribute growth.

• Consider additional teaching space if, and when, roll growth occurs at

Waiheke schools.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, by 2021, we anticipate demand for an additional 89

primary student places to accommodate expected growth2.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have begun discussions about growth management options with

schools on Waiheke Island, as part of our engagement about

redevelopment projects at Waiheke High School and Te Hurihi Primary

School.

Great Barrier Island is managing low rolls at its schools as a result of

geographic challenges and changing demographics. Most students

travel off-island to access secondary learning or enrol at the online

school, Te Aho o Te Kura Pounamu. There is an ongoing conversation

about how to improve secondary learning options for those students

that remain on the island.

This catchment includes predominantly European or Māori ethnicity.

The following plan for the Gulf Islands outlines how we will enable

excellent learning opportunities for all young people in this catchment.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Growth in this catchment is expected to remain steady. Based on the

number of available places we currently have in the catchment, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 21 primary student

places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

Student growth is projected to increase only slightly between 2030 –

2043. We will continue to monitor rolls and school capacity on both

Waiheke and Great Barrier Islands.



Gulf Islands: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» Working with Waiheke Island schools to determine 

learning support needs and response.

Māori Medium

» Mana whenua has expressed a keen interest to 

establish kōhanga reo on Waiheke Island and on Aotea 

(Great Barrier Island).

» Potential demand for 40 Māori medium student places 

on Waiheke Island.  We will continue to monitor demand 

on Aotea.

» Possible amendment of enrolment schemes on Waiheke 

Island to distribute growth.

» Consider additional teaching space if, and when, roll growth 

occurs at Waiheke schools.

Network 

solutions

» Additional schools are not required, due to current utilisation 

and low growth. Furthermore, existing schools can be 

expanded as required.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Continue to monitor rolls on Great Barrier Island to 

determine appropriate network configuration.

Waiheke Island is expected to continue to experience stable rolls or slow and steady growth. The Gulf Islands Growth Plan will 

meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting an estimated 1,120 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Demand to expand provision type

There is community interest to enhance learning support 

provision on Waiheke.  There is demand for enhanced 

secondary provision on Great Barrier Island.

Additional learners moving here

Limited growth in student numbers is expected on Waiheke 

Island, and this can be accommodated in existing schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Exploring enrolment schemes amendment or 

change of class at primary level. 

Low lying coastal sites make schools vulnerable to 

weather events. Redevelopment of Waiheke 

schools has occurred recently.

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

21 primary student 

places 
89 primary student 

places 

Ongoing 

monitoring of 

rolls

Catchment Summary

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 712 456

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

36 -131

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

89 0

No of schools requiring additional 

spaces by 2030

2 0



Howick Botany Pakuranga: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth

scenarios with schools in Howick and Pakuranga. We know that

schools have a vision for how learning will be delivered into the future.

Some schools may need to increase in size to accommodate

anticipated growth.

We will continue engaging with the Howick Botany Pakuranga sector

to further inform our long-term plans for education provision in this

catchment.

Howick Botany Pakuranga’s growth story

Botany is the major town centre in the east, and, having been recently

developed, is not expected to grow significantly over the life of the

plan. Some intensification is anticipated in the Pakuranga area as

enabled in the Auckland Unitary Plan.

Pakuranga, the Pakuranga Road corridor and Highland Park have

been identified as development areas anticipated to accommodate an

additional 4,100 households and 5,700 people by 20481.

Redevelopment in these areas will be supported by the progressive

delivery of the Auckland Manukau East Transport Initiative (AMETI)

dedicated busway project. AMETI will link Panmure to Pakuranga and

potentially Botany in the first decade, and eventually link Botany to

Manukau, Puhinui and Auckland Airport.

The Pakuranga Town Centre Masterplan was completed in 2015, and

there are opportunities to improve connections between the town

centre and the surrounding residential areas.

Beachlands, Maraetai and Clevedon are also experiencing market-led

growth, which will lead to pressure on existing schools over time.

Beachlands, Maraetai and Clevedon have some capacity for additional

urban growth although this is limited by lack of infrastructure.

This catchment hosts a diverse student population, with 9% (2,616) of

Auckland ESOL students located within this catchment area.

Māori medium

This area has been subject to rapid growth and population

intensification. Planning for further growth has been indicated in the

Auckland Unitary Plan. There is potential demand for up to 400

additional Māori medium student places in this area from kōhanga

reo through to kura. There may be options to add capacity for Māori

medium education through puna reo or rumaki, either at existing

schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Approximately 55% of ORS-verified students are enrolled in local

schools in this area. While not located in this catchment, Sommerville

Special School is the largest special school in the country, and

serves an extensive catchment in East Auckland. It currently

provides learning support for over 280 students with high needs, from

5-21 years of age. In addition to the base site, Sommerville operates

five satellite units and a transition programme in the community for

students aged 18-21 years in Howick and Pakuranga. Sommerville

Special School also delivers outreach teacher services in local

schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and Blind Low Vision

Education Network NZ also provide outreach teacher services to

students with sensory needs.

Consultation has opened about a new intermediate satellite unit in

Pakuranga. Intermediate satellite unit provision at Howick

Intermediate would also benefit from expansion and redevelopment.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 2,659 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans

underway to manage growth. Here’s how:

• We will continue to develop and implement enrolment schemes for

those schools that do not have them.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 2,659

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 1,337

primary student places across the catchment by 20302.

1 Auckland Plan 2050

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections) 

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 24 out of 33 state schools in this

catchment.

• We are exploring opportunities for implementing and amending

enrolment schemes as a tool for schools to manage growth in this

catchment.

• Funding was recently announced for four new teaching spaces at

Maraetai Beach School.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll

need to accommodate an additional 1,640 children in our local schools2.

We plan to meet this demand through a variety of responses, including

enrolment schemes.

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term, including:

• Adding four teaching spaces to Maraetai Beach School in 2020.

• Redeveloping Elm Park School, Owairoa School, Sommerville

Intermediate and Sommerville School.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,640

children by 2021, we anticipate demand for an additional 1,681 primary

student places and 663 secondary places to accommodate expected

growth2.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, we expect growth will be sustained, especially in the

Pakuranga area. We will continue to monitor development in the

area, and monitor the impact on school rolls. This will enable us to

be proactive in our approach to ensuring there is sufficient capacity in

the schooling network to accommodate growth as and when it

occurs.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Howick Botany Pakuranga: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» New special school hub required in Howick or Ormiston 

area.

» New satellite units required at intermediate and primary 

level.

Māori Medium

» Potential demand for an additional 400 Māori medium 

student places.

» Progressively add enrolment schemes for those schools that 

lack a demand management tool until all schools have a tool 

to manage rolls.
Network 

solutions

» Some existing schools have a surplus of space and out-of-

zone enrolments.  

» Existing schools can be expanded, if necessary. 

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Network is consistent.  We will continue to strengthen 

pathways and transitions.

The Howick Botany Pakuranga Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network benefiting 

approximately 24,500 - 26,300 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Learners moving into the area

Increased accessibility arising from 

public transport improvements makes 

this an attractive place to live and 

study, adding pressure on school rolls.

Parental choice influencing utilisation Demand to expand provision types

Significant out-of-zone 

enrolments from other South 

Auckland catchments are 

currently adding to pressure on 

schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Exploring enrolment schemes with schools across the 

catchment, and encouraging schools to reduce out-of-zone 

enrolments where there is in zone growth.

» We plan to add additional teaching space to schools at 

capacity. This may require site reconfiguration and master 

planning to retain green space. 
Constraints on 

existing site 

capacity 

Community pressure for 

additional schools in some 

areas if development 

continues at pace.

New satellite 

unit at 

Pakuranga 

Intermediate

Four new 

teaching 

spaces at 

Maraetai 

Beach School 
1,681 primary student 

places
1,337 primary student 

places

Ongoing 

monitoring of 

rolls

What’s Driving Growth

Potential new 

special school 

hub (date TBC)

Potential new 

satellite unit at 

primary school 

(date TBC)

Catchment Summary

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 13,548 8,577

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

3,200 1,099

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

1,681 663

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

22 4

Orere School



Mahurangi Rodney : Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Mahurangi Rodney’s growth story

The Mahurangi Rodney catchment is large and semi-rural. There are a

number of small rural schools in countryside areas, some of which are

geographically isolated. Therefore, growth in Mahurangi Rodney is focused

in the larger towns which have been earmarked for growth through the

Auckland Unitary Plan.

Warkworth has been identified as a satellite town in the Auckland Plan

2050 with expected growth of 20,000 people over the next few decades.

Warkworth is the dominant growth driver in this catchment.

We have contributed to the development of Auckland Council’s Structure

Plan for Warkworth, which opens up significant areas of land for greenfield

development. Initially, 69 hectares of land in northern Warkworth are

anticipated to be developed between 2018 and 2022 which will deliver

2,300 dwellings.

A further 1,439 hectares is identified as future urban land in Warkworth

north-east and south1. The Future Urban Land Supply Strategy signals that

this could be developed from 2028 to 2037, although there is pressure from

land owners to deliver infrastructure and bring this forward. This will add a

further 5,300 dwellings. Warkworth’s population is expected to grow to

around 25,000 over the next 30 years 2.

The rural town of Wellsford will also expand, with 109 hectares identified as

future urban land. This could see around 830 dwellings built between 2023

and 2027. Infrastructure provision will affect sequencing of development.

Wellsford is also affected by growth at Mangawhai Beach.

This catchment hosts a relatively diverse student population with the

majority of students being of European or Māori ethnicity. Approximately

0.3% of Auckland ESOL students are located within this catchment area.

The sum of forecasted roll growth by 2030 is 1,797 students 3.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 662 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20303. Here’s how we plan to manage

this growth:

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 662

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 270 primary

and 146 secondary student places across the catchment by 20303.

• We know that additional provision will be required at the secondary level

and we will implement a long-term development plan for Mahurangi

College to accommodate this growth.

Beyond 2030

Given the status of Warkworth as a satellite town, growth is expected to be

sustained over the long term. Over the next 30 years, Warkworth’s

population is expected to grow to around 25,0002. We anticipate that

additional capacity at both primary and secondary level will be required in

Warkworth to accommodate the forecast increase in pre-school and school

age population, which is expected to continue growing.

1 Future Urban Land Strategy July 2017

2 Warkworth Structure Plan March 2018

3 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 6 out of 13 state schools in this

catchment. We will explore enrolment schemes for schools in the area,

noting that some schools that do not have schemes are rural schools

where a scheme will have limited value.

• We have invested in the redevelopment of Warkworth Primary School to

modernise facilities and increase capacity to a master planned roll of 900

student places.

• We are currently in the process of evaluating options for sites in Warkworth

to identify possibilities for future primary schooling.

• We are working alongside Mahurangi College to investigate the possibility

of a reorganisation of their school into separate junior and senior student

cohorts. This option is in the early stages and intensifying the existing site

or expanding to a new site are both being considered.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 695 students in our local schools3. We plan to

meet this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment

schemes. We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term,

including:

• Working with schools to implement enrolment schemes to distribute

growth.

• Working with Mahurangi College to meet the immediate need for student

space. We will also continue to work with the school to prepare a long-term

development plan.

• Redevelopment of two classrooms required at Ahuroa School.

• Seeking additional sites in Warkworth for two potential new primary

schools. We anticipate that the first school may be required to be open in

2024, however timing will be confirmed once the Warkworth Structure Plan

is finalised.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 695

children, by 2021 we anticipate 196 primary and 388 secondary student

places will be required to accommodate expected growth 3.

Māori medium

There is currently no provision of Māori medium education within this area.

Tauira from this catchment are currently travelling to a Kura Kaupapa Māori

in Te Tai Tokerau. We are looking to expand access to Māori Medium

pathways to the south of Whangarei and north of Wellsford.

Extensive growth in this catchment has been indicated through the Auckland

Unitary Plan. There is potentially demand for up to 400 new Māori medium

student places in this area. There may be options to add capacity for Māori

medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either at existing schools

or new schools.

Learning Support

ORS-verified students in this catchment are enrolled in the local schools.

The Ministry of Education is the fund holder. The addition of special school

services to Wainui will extend into the Mahurangi Rodney area. As part of

the planning for this, we will consider how best outreach teacher services

can be delivered for students with additional learning support needs,

including those students who have sensory needs.

An additional satellite unit is proposed as part of the establishment of the

new primary school in Warkworth. This is expected to be available from

2024.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the past several years, we have begun discussions about growth 

scenarios with schools in Warkworth. Mahurangi College has a vision for 

how learning will be delivered in the future, including teaching and support 

across junior and senior campuses. 

Warkworth Primary School is supportive of their school increasing in size to 

meet roll demand, and additional primary schools will be required in those 

areas opened up for development.

We will continue engaging with the Mahurangi Rodney community to further 

inform our long-term plans for education provision in this catchment.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Mahurangi Rodney : Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Mahurangi Rodney Education Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 4,300 - 5,050 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving to sub region

Families moving to Warkworth for lifestyle and work. 

Satellite town is expected to double in size.

Mahurangi Rodney is experiencing significant growth and change centred on the satellite town of Warkworth. By 2032 we expect an additional 

3,000 students in the catchment. We will need to respond with new schools and campuses. 

Land Availability 

Searching for sites for additional primary schools in 

Warkworth and possible high school campus.

Establish new schools  

New primary schools required to meet growth. Additional 

secondary provision also required to meet growth.

Learning Support

» New satellite unit proposed to be included within the 

proposed new primary school in Warkworth.

Māori Medium

» Potential demand for up to 400 new Māori medium 

student places from kōhanga reo through to kura.

» Work with schools as required to implement enrolment 

schemes and changes to manage roll pressures in the 

catchment. 

» Additional student places likely to be required at the existing 

Warkworth Primary School.

Network 

solutions

» Two new primary schools are required in Warkworth as the 

town is expected to more than double in size. Land 

acquisition required to establish new schools.  Subsequent  

stages of development likely to follow. 

» A new junior college may also be needed because the 

existing Mahurangi College site is constrained with 

topographical challenges. 

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» To meet growth by 2022, an additional 200 primary and 330 

secondary student places are required . 

Roll Growth Funding

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Existing urban schools at capacity and require 

redevelopment and additional student places.

Enrolment schemes are in place at 6 out of 13 state 

schools in this catchment.

There is a programme of work to add capacity to the 

existing Warkworth Primary School. 

Possible land 

acquisition for new 

Warkworth primary 

schools (north and 

south)
Additional 196 primary 

and 388 secondary 

student places

Potential new primary 

school with satellite 

unit in northern 

Warkworth

400 students places

Potential new 

primary school 

in southern 

Warkworth

400 student 

places

Additional primary 270 

and 146 secondary 

student places

Potential 

Warkworth 

Primary 

Stage 2

400 student 

places 

Potential additional 

secondary 

provision

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 2,533 1,800

No. of additional students forecast to 

2030

917 440

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

196 388

No of schools requiring additional 

spaces by 2030

6 2

Catchment Summary



Māngere Otahuhu Papatoetoe: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

1 Future Urban Land Supply Strategy 2017

2 DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections) 

Māngere Otahuhu Papatoetoe’s growth story

The Māngere Otahuhu Papatoetoe catchment is expected to accommodate

significant growth over the next two decades. An urban regeneration

programme across Māngere, led by HLC on behalf of Housing NZ, will see

more than 7,000 additional homes added to the area over the next 10-15

years1. We liaise regularly with HLC to keep informed about their plans and

progress. The first stage of this development is focused around the Māngere

College neighbourhood. The construction of Council’s Light Rail Transit

(LRT) is also expected to rejuvenate areas along the corridor triggering

further residential and commercial development.

If the Special Housing Area (SHA) at Oruarangi (near Auckland International

Airport) proceeds, it could add about 750 houses to an area not currently served

by a school in the immediate vicinity. We will consider options to address this if

the development occurs.

Otahuhu is identified as a strategic development area in the Auckland Plan 2050.

The redeveloped railway station and transport interchange, town square,

recreation centre and pool, and new Housing NZ developments are expected to

attract additional residents to the area. Papatoetoe is also expected to

experience market-led development adding to pressure on school rolls.

This catchment hosts a diverse student population with students spread across

Pacific, Asian, Māori, and European ethnicities. High immigration levels in this

catchment are likely to drive the need for ESOL services, with 18% of Auckland

ESOL students located within this catchment.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 22 out of 32 state schools in this

catchment. Other schools have not needed schemes in the past due to low or

stable growth, however we know that this will change progressively as growth

occurs.

• Schools have been prioritised for redevelopment or additional capacity as

growth demands.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 1,284 children in our local schools2. We are planning

now to accommodate this growth in the short-term, including:

• Exploring enrolment schemes for schools in the catchment to accommodate

future growth.

• Preparing long-term development plans for local secondary schools.

• Possible acquisition of land for future primary school provision in Otahuhu and

Māngere. We will also monitor the rate of development near the airport and

assess the need for primary schooling provision in this location.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,284 children, by 2021

we anticipate demand for an additional 1,792 primary and 879 secondary

student places to accommodate expected growth2.

Māori medium

This area has a high concentration of Māori students. They are serviced by

Te Kura Māori o Nga Tapuwae (257 student places), recently relocated to

new facilities with maximum student places of 450; Sutton Park School (28

student places); Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Ōtara (59 student places); and

Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Mangere (231 student places). Kōhanga reo are

located in the area. Expansion plans are subject to land availability and

teacher supply. This area can accommodate facilities in current locations of

up to an additional 500 students. TKM o Nga Tapuwae has a masterplan

capacity of 600 student places. We are investigating options to provide

additional student places at existing kura. There may also be options to add

capacity for Māori medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either at

existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Approximately 70% of ORS-verified students in this catchment are enrolled

in special schools. The base site and three satellite units for Sir Keith Park

Special School are in Māngere. Mt Richmond Special School operates from

a base site in Otahuhu and has a satellite unit in Ōtara and another in

Papatoetoe. The remaining 30% of ORS-verified students attend local

schools. This includes 15% attending specialist programmes at two

fundholder schools – Papatoetoe South School and Papatoetoe High

School. Both Sir Keith Park Special School and Mt Richmond Special

School provide outreach teaching services to students. Kelston Deaf

Education Centre and Blind Low Vision Education Network NZ also provide

outreach services to students who have sensory needs.

A redevelopment of the Sir Keith Park Special School base site will be

required. Other future requirements include the rebuild of one satellite unit

and the delivery of four new satellite units. The satellite unit network for Sir

Keith Park Special School is underdeveloped in comparison to other special

schools of similar size.

• Establish two new primary schools by 2027.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 4,435

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 3,178 primary

and 1,364 secondary student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

We expect ongoing and sustained growth in this catchment, accelerating as

HLC developments gain momentum and private sector interest picks up. We

will continue to add to capacity as specific locations become developed and

ready.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the past several years, we have begun discussions about growth

scenarios with schools in Māngere, including various schools in

Papatoetoe. There is acknowledgement from schools that they will need to

grow in size to accommodate growth.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the

education sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to

engage with the sector as these plans develop. Through these

discussions on infrastructure, wellbeing and student pathways, the

following themes were evident:

ECE functionality: Respondents stated that early childhood education

providers require more standardisation in service delivery and quality.

Increased communication between ECE and primary schools will enable

consistent identification of children’s needs as they move between ECE

and school.

Social and external factors: Respondents want incorrect perceptions

eliminated around quality of schools, enrolment schemes, zoning issues,

lack of support for Māori and Pacific people and competition between

schools so that the schooling system functions more effectively.

Transience: Respondents identified the need to tackle the increase in

students leaving the education system by having more flexibility in the

education pathways to keep students engaged. This included allowing

students to re-enter the system and having effective systems to track and

support those students.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced teacher

wellbeing by enabling alterations to the schooling structure, work hours,

and providing wellbeing facilities.

Infrastructure: Respondents identified the need to address local

infrastructure, i.e. improve public transport, better access to motorways,

bike trails/lanes, school buses, gyms and extracurricular space to improve

accessibility to school for students and teachers.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 4,435 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans

underway to manage growth. Here’s how:

• Redevelopment needed to prepare schools for growth as regeneration

programmes get underway.



Learning Support

» Redevelopment of Sir Keith Park Special School, 

expansion of the satellite unit at Robertson Road School, 

and additional satellite units proposed at primary and 

secondary level. 

» A new satellite unit in Otahuhu for Mt Richmond Special 

School is also proposed, 2026.

Māori Medium

» This area can accommodate facilities in current locations 

of up to an additional 500 students. TKM o Nga Tapuwae 

has a masterplan maximum of 600 student places. 

» We are investigating options to provide additional student 

places at existing kura.

» Explore with schools implementing enrolment schemes to 

manage growth across the local school network.

» Schools in this area will be positioned for growth, as housing 

development occurs.

Network solutions

» Three new primary schools in the long list of options, but this 

is dependent on sustained growth at Māngere, Otahuhu and 

Papatoetoe as well as timing of development.Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

» Strengthen existing network so that it is consistent across 

primary, intermediate and secondary structure – currently 

there is a mixed structure at primary level.

The Māngere Otahuhu Papatoetoe Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 21,900 - 26,000 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional Learners moving here 

Families will be attracted by 

affordable housing and employment 

growth at the airport and Manukau, 

adding to pressure on schools. 

Development is expected across a wide area, led by HLC development in Māngere.

Parent choice influencing utilisation Demand to expand provision type 

Significant numbers of Pacific 

learners need expanded opportunities 

for culturally appropriate education 

and language immersion provision.

Families choosing to send 

children to central Auckland 

schools rather than locally.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

Some redevelopment of existing sites has occurred, 

including Southern Cross Campus. 

Explore enrolment schemes with schools across the 

catchment.

Special programmes for Pacific language formalised at some 

schools and maximum rolls increased to cater for Pacific 

learners.

Māngere Otahuhu Papatoetoe: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Two new satellite units 

proposed at existing primary 

and secondary schools–

delivery date TBC

Expansion 

of satellite 

unit 

(Robertson 

Road)

1,792 primary and 879 

secondary student places

Potential 

redevelopment Sir 

Keith Park Special 

School

130 student places

Potential new 

primary school 

with satellite 

unit (Otahuhu 

and/or Māngere 

East) - TBC

370 student 

places

Potential new 

primary school 

with satellite 

unit (Māngere 

or Favona)

300 student 

places

Potential 

Māngere Primary  

Stage 2 

200 student 

places

3,178 primary and 1,364 

secondary student places

Potential Otahuhu 

Primary Stage 2 

330 student 

places

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 13,620 6,489

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

4,422 1,297

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

1,792 879

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

21 3

Catchment Summary

Potential new 

primary school 

with satellite 

unit 

(Middlemore)

350 student 

places



Manurewa Alfriston Takanini : Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth

scenarios with schools in Manurewa. Schools have a vision for how learning

will be delivered in the future. There is acknowledgement from schools that

most will need to grow in size to accommodate growth.

We will continue to engage with the Manurewa Alfriston Takanini community

to further inform our long-term plans for education provision in this catchment.

The following plan for Manurewa Alfriston Takanini outlines how we will

enable excellent learning opportunities for all young people in this area.

Manurewa Alfriston Takanini ’s growth story

Manukau is identified as the key node for the south in the Auckland Plan 2050.

It is anticipated to grow as a major transport, employment, cultural and

residential centre. There are a number of major developments in the

Manurewa and Takanini areas, occurring through market-led greenfield and

brownfield development. These intensification projects will add to roll

pressures on schools.

The ‘Transform Manukau’ project led by Auckland Council is an urban

regeneration project to trigger investment in Manukau. We are one of a

number of multi-agency partners that have developed the framework plan,

including Panuku, Counties-Manukau DHB, MBIE, Auckland Transport and

Housing NZ. The project includes the development of housing on Housing NZ

and former-CMDHB land. The population of this area is anticipated to increase

from 6,000 to 20,000 people over the next 10-15 years.

New cultural amenities will attract visitors to Manukau. New transport links to

the airport will increase accessibility. Manukau Institute of Technology is

investigating the idea of opening an Innovation Centre to support engineering

and trades training1. At least four existing schools will all be directly affected by

these developments and additional capacity will need to be provided on the

existing sites.

We are also relocating Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Manurewa and Te

Wharekura o Manurewa to a site at Browns Road, Manukau to create a centre

of excellence for Māori language learning. When fully operational, this site will

take learners through a te reo pathway from kōhanga reo and kura to adult

learning.

Other parts of Manurewa are expected to intensify through infill housing,

increasing pressure on already large schools.

Takanini has large areas of land identified as future urban in the Auckland

Unitary Plan. Soil conditions and lack of infrastructure readiness has delayed

some development but we expect this to start in the 3-10 year horizon. This

growth should direct additional secondary students to high schools in the area.

This catchment hosts a diverse student population with students spread

across Pacific, Māori, Asian and European ethnicities. High immigration levels

in this catchment are likely to drive the need for ESOL services in this area.

Approximately 9% (2,355 students) of Auckland ESOL students are located

within this catchment area.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 18 out of 29 state schools in this

catchment. Two of these are kura operate with maximum rolls. We are

exploring enrolment schemes for schools in this catchment to manage

growth.

• Funding has recently been announced for six additional teaching spaces at

Homai School, and seven additional teaching spaces at Manurewa South

School.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we anticipate we’ll

need to accommodate an additional 644 children in our local schools2. We’re

planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term, including:

• Explore new enrolment schemes for local schools as required to distribute

growth across the catchment.

• Redeveloping Alfriston College, Manurewa Central School, Manurewa

High School and Manurewa East.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 644

children, by 2021 we anticipate demand for an additional 1,236 primary

student places to accommodate expected growth2. We plan to meet this

demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,999 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans underway

to manage this growth. Here’s how:

• Prepare long-term development plans for local high schools to

accommodate future roll growth.

• Build and open the relocated Kura and Wharekura at Browns Road,

Manurewa.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,999

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 1,146 primary

student places across the catchment by 20302.

Māori medium

This area is served by three Kura Kaupapa Māori with 140 student

places, including Te Wharekura o Manurewa, Te Kura Akonga o

Manurewa, and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Manurewa. Eleven schools

provide 1,047 student places through rumaki reo and other

programmes. Kōhanga reo are located in the area and some are

operating close to maximum capacity.

Growth in this area could see demand for an additional 800 Māori

medium student places. A Kura Kaupapa Māori and wharekura are

relocating with a combined initial planned roll of 350 student places

and a masterplan of 500 student places. There may also be options to

add capacity for Māori medium education through puna reo or rumaki,

either at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Approximately 64% of ORS students are enrolled in Rosehill Special

School or Blind Low Vision Education Network NZ in this catchment.

The remaining 36% of ORS students are enrolled in their local

schools. Manurewa High School holds funds for 10% of this cohort.

Rosehill Special School operates learning pathways through four

satellite units and a transition in the community programme for

students aged 18–21 years. The national site for Blind and Low Vision

Education Network NZ (BLENNZ) is located in Manurewa. BLENNZ

operates a satellite unit in Manurewa at James Cook High School.

Rosehill Special School provides outreach teacher services to

students in local schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and

BLENNZ also provide outreach services to students who have sensory

needs.

The expansion of a satellite unit at James Cook High School for

BLENNZ is planned for construction in 2019 and redevelopment of a

satellite unit at Manurewa South School for Rosehill Special School in

2020.

Beyond 2030

• We will continue to monitor growth trends and development uptake

resulting from cross-agency projects and acquire land for a new

primary school if required.

• Our monitoring of school rolls and capacity will inform decision-

making in relation to adding further capacity to existing schools as

needed.

• We will assess the need for an urban-style school in Manukau

Central if apartment building commences at scale, and an increasing

school-aged population is evident.

1 Transform Manuka Framework Plan

2 DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Manurewa Alfriston Takanini : Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Manurewa Alfriston Takanini  Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 17,500 - 19,000 students over the next decade to 2030. Significant growth is expected in Manukau and Manurewa 

as a result of the Transform Manukau project.

Additional learners moving here

Families attracted by affordable 

housing in Manukau and Manurewa 

adding to pressure on schools.  

Transform Manukau project will add 

housing choice and scale.

Parental choice influencing utilisation Demand to expand provision type 

High proportion of Māori and Pacific 

learners driving demand for immersion 

and bilingual language provision.

Some families are currently choosing 

to travel for secondary schooling 

leading to large out-of-zone student 

numbers both within the catchment 

and adjacent catchments.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Discussions with schools on use of enrolment schemes, 

and maximum rolls for special programmes to manage roll 

pressures. 

Masterplanning for additional teaching space at Homai and 

Manurewa South schools.

Sector engagement supported strengthening primary, 

intermediate and secondary network structures, and 

language pathways.

Learning Support

» The BLENNZ satellite unit at James Cook High School 

will benefit from expansion. Rosehill School students 

are currently accommodated in temporary teaching 

spaces at Manurewa South School. It is planned to 

redevelop new space for the satellite unit as part of the 

other property activities planned for Manurewa South 

School. 

Māori Medium

» Growth in this area could see demand for an additional 

800 Māori medium student places. 

» A Kura Kaupapa Māori and wharekura are relocating 

with a combined initial planned roll of 350 student 

places and a masterplan of 500 student places.

» Explore and work with schools, as required, on enrolment 

schemes across Manurewa to give schools a tool to manage 

growth.

» Position schools in this area for growth, as development 

occurs.

Network 

solutions

» Investigate future need for an urban format school in 

Manukau central to respond to planned development 

through the Transform Manukau project, and deliver 

education provision for families living in the metro centre.
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Existing structure is consistent across primary, intermediate 

and secondary.

» Assist schools to improve governance, leadership and 

teaching capabilities as necessary, and to improve 

engagement and education outcomes for students. 

Expand 

satellite unit

6 new teaching spaces at 

Homai School

Redevelop satellite unit

1,236 primary student places

Relocation of kura and 

wharekura (Manurewa)

320 student places

Potential Stage 2 of kura and 

wharekura build 

180 student places

1,146 primary  

student places 

Possible land 

acquisition 

for Takanini 

Primary #2

Investigate options for future 

urban school in Manukau

Possible new 

urban school in 

Manukau

500 student 

places

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 12,104 4,307

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,677 -34

Additional places required 

to meet 2021 forecast demand

1,236 1

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

17 1

Catchment Summary



Massey Hobsonville Kaipara’s growth story

The Massey, Hobsonville and Kumeu triangle is an area of significant future

growth. There are large-scale Special Housing Areas (SHAs) at Massey Redhills,

Kumeu and Whenuapai Village that will enable market-led growth over the next

10 years and beyond. Hobsonville continues to grow in population as new

intensive development adds apartments and townhouses to the peninsula. Similar

development is now occurring at Scott Point.

Additional future urban land is identified through the Auckland Unitary Plan at

Massey Redhills, Whenuapai, Kumeu/Huapai and Riverhead. Combined, these

areas are expected to accommodate around 30,000 new households by 20481.

Westgate is identified as the growth node for the North West in the Auckland Plan

2050. This node will be supported by mass transit in the first decade, and

extensions to Kumeu/Huapai and the North Shore in further decades.

Māori medium

This area provides 57 Māori medium student places through Ranui School. Kōhanga

reo are located in the area. Kaipara and Hobsonville have grown rapidly with the new

housing and shopping mall developments in the area. We expect extensive growth in

Massey and Whenuapai in the short-term and this will drive increased demand for

Māori medium education. We anticipate the need for an additional 300 student places.

There may be options to add capacity for Māori medium education through puna reo

and rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

In this catchment, 70% of ORS-verified students attend local schools. This includes

13% (14) of students attending programmes at Lincoln Heights School. The 30% of

students enrolled at Arohanui Special School attend one of the three satellite units in

this catchment. The primary satellite units at Massey Primary and Colwill School have

been set up in temporary accommodation to relieve special school roll pressure.

Future planning for Special School and Northern Health School provision in this area is

comprehensive. In 2019, a satellite unit and hub for the Arohanui Special School

outreach teacher service will open at Matua Ngaru School, Kumeu. A second

secondary satellite unit for Arohanui Special School will be established at Massey High

School. The temporary satellite unit at Massey Primary will be developed into a new

expanded unit. The Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ has a satellite unit

and outreach teacher hub in the new school at Scott Point, planned for opening in

2022.

Additional satellite units of Arohanui Special School are likely to be required as part of

potential new primary schools at Whenuapai and the proposed secondary school in

the north-west. In response to this significant expansion of the Arohanui Special

School network, it is anticipated that the catchment for Oaklynn Special School will

extend to incorporate Glen Eden and Henderson.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 3,993 school-aged students will need to be accommodated in

this catchment by 20303. Here’s how we plan to manage this growth:

• We will continue to work with schools to explore enrolment schemes as a means of

managing growth in this catchment.

• We anticipate that establishment and construction of new primary and secondary (if

required) schooling will be underway during this time, with some of these schools

opening prior to 2030. The timing of this will be informed by ongoing monitoring

and review of schools’ rolls and network capacity.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment, and in

order to meet forecast demand, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional

2,385 primary student places across the catchment by 20303.

Beyond 2030

Sustained and significant growth is expected in this catchment well beyond 2030. We

expect that we will need to continue adding capacity at existing schools and provide

new schools as our monitoring shows it is necessary.

Massey Hobsonville Kaipara: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

1Auckland Future Urban Land Supply Strategy July 2017

2 Auckland Plan 2050

3 DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have begun discussions about growth scenarios with schools in the

Hobsonville, West Harbour, Massey and Whenuapai areas. Schools have a

vision for how learning will be delivered in the future and there is

acknowledgement from schools that they will need to increase in size to

accommodate growth.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the

sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions on infrastructure,

wellbeing and student pathways, the following themes were evident:

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking an increase in collaboration

with community organisations and businesses to extend student pathways from

school into the workforce.

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions

between ECE, primary, intermediate and secondary levels as transition

difficulties are experienced at each change. This could involve changing

structures of classes and having schools on the same site.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking a strong emphasis on providing

adequate all-weather sporting and outdoor areas to manage physical and

mental health by ensuring that students have a balance of indoor/outdoor

activity and adequate space for interaction.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced wellbeing of

students and staff by enabling flexible class hours, allowing schools to be

facilities for the community, and working with the DHB-funded health workers

(counsellors, mental health support, doctors and nurses) in contemporary, well-

equipped onsite clinics in schools.

Local infrastructure: Address local infrastructure, i.e. bus routes to schools and

bike trails, upgrade footpaths to improve accessibility and improve lighting for

student safety.

This future transport infrastructure will transform Westgate into a major public

transport interchange, and will allow further mixed-use intensification of the

centre and development of the surrounding business land. Westgate has

potential capacity of approximately 42,000 dwellings and an expected

population growth of 81,760 between 2018 and 20482. The Massey Redhills

area is located adjacent to the emerging growth node at Westgate. New roads

and infrastructure improvements in the Redhills area will deliver safe and

efficient connections between communities and allow ongoing development.

Helensville is the local service town for communities located around the

Kaipara Harbour. The area has several urban schools in the town, plus rural

schools serving farming communities. Helensville schools are experiencing roll

growth.

Within this catchment, both migrants and NZ-born students drive a need for

ESOL services. Approximately 3% (930) of Auckland ESOL students are

located within this catchment area.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 14 out of 23 state schools in this

catchment.

• Additional student places are being provided at Helensville Primary School,

Kaipara College and other primary schools in the catchment.

• We have acquired a site and are currently working on delivering a new full

primary school at Scott Point, due to open in 2021 with a capacity of 650

students.

• A new full primary school (Te Kura Tuatahi o Matua Ngaru) in Huapai,

opened in Term 1, 2019.

• We are considering two new primary sites in the Massey area, as well as a

possible secondary site in the wider north-west area, if required. Additional

primary provision is also expected to be required in the wider Whenuapai

area. The timing of this will depend on infrastructure delivery.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 2,236 children in local schools3. We plan to meet

this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes and

new capacity.

• We will explore enrolment schemes with schools in the catchment as a tool

for managing growth. Existing enrolment schemes will be amended as

required as new schools open.

• Waimauku and Whenuapai Schools, among others, will require additional

student places. Based on the number of available places we currently have

in the catchment, and to accommodate a forecast additional 2,236 students,

by 2021 we anticipate we will need to provide an extra 1,152 primary and

139 secondary student places in the catchment3 .

• We expect to have acquired sites for new primary and secondary (if

required) provision in this catchment within this timeframe.

• Potential redevelopment of Colwill School.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

The Massey Hobsonville Kaipara Catchment Plan will meet the needs of the growing school population, benefiting approximately 

15,450 - 16,600 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving to the area

Availability of housing, employment and 

good transport connections will attract more 

people, adding to pressure on school rolls.  

Private development at Massey/Whenuapai 

and Kumeu will add housing scale and 

choice.

Parent choice influencing utilisation Demand to expand provision type 

Some community pressure for new 

secondary options and Māori 

medium provision. May need to 

strengthen curriculum delivery and 

points of difference.

Some families are currently enrolling 

students in schools in northern and 

central Auckland areas rather than in 

local schools. We expect patterns to 

change as growth intensifies. 

Massey Hobsonville Kaipara: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Exploring implementing enrolment schemes in those 

schools without a roll management mechanism; and to 

reduce out-of-zone enrolments in those that do have 

zones.

Actively looking for sites for new schools in greenfield 

growth areas, including Massey.

New primary school, Matua Ngaru, Kumeu, opened in 

2019.  Additional new primary school at Scott Point 

planned for opening in 2022.

Learning Support

» Redevelop existing satellite units at primary and secondary level, 

additional satellite units to be included within new primary and 

secondary schools and new provisions.

Māori Medium

» Anticipated demand in the order of an additional 300 student places 

from kōhanga reo through to kura.

Network 

solutions

» At least three, possibly four, new schools required by 2030.

» Land acquisition likely to be required for at least two primary schools, one 

potential school relocation and possible additional secondary school. 

Subsequent stages of development likely to follow.
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

» Consider possible changes in the Massey network to strengthen local 

schools, transitions and retain market share, and to accommodate 

additional students living in new greenfield subdivisions.

» We will continue to explore implementing and amending enrolment 

schemes as the population grows. 

» Adding further capacity to existing schools as required to 

accommodate projected student roll growth.

» Continue working with schools to strengthen governance, leadership, 

management and teaching practices to raise engagement and student 

achievement.  Promote successes and achievement record of West 

Auckland schools.

Determine future 

satellite unit relationship 

with Colwill School

Redevelopment 

of temporary 

satellite unit 

(Massey High 

School)

New primary 

school (Matua 

Ngaru) with 

satellite unit 

and hub

New satellite unit at 

Massey Primary to expand 

and replace temporary 

accommodation 

Investigating land 

acquisition for 

primary schools in 

Whenuapai and 

North Massey and 

potential secondary 

in north-west

1,152 primary and 139 

secondary student places 

Further land acquisition 

for primary schools if 

required

Provision of satellite 

unit (Massey High 

School)

New primary 

school at Scott 

Point with 

special school 

hub and satellite 

unit

650 student 

places

Potential new primary 

school (North Massey) 

with satellite unit and 

special school hubs

390 student places 

Potential new primary 

school (Whenuapai #1) 

with satellite unit

420 student places

Possible new 

secondary 

school in north-

west with 

satellite unit

800 student 

places
Potential 

Stage 2

Whenuapai 

Primary #1 

380 students 

places

Potential 

Stage 2

North Massey 

Primary 

380 students 

places

2,385 primary student 

places 

Potential new 

primary school with 

satellite unit 

(Whenuapai #2)

420 student places

Parental 

choice 

influencing 

utilisation

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 7,775 2,925

No. of additional students 

forecast  to 2030

4,728 1,501

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

1,152 139

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

15 1

Catchment Summary

Expanding 

Provision 

Type

Stage 2 

Hobsonville 

Point Primary

500 student 

places

Potential new 

primary 

school (Red 

Hills North)

350 students 

places



Mt Albert Mt Roskill Lynfield: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Mt Albert Town Centre upgrade has created an accessible and more appealing

residential and commercial environment. The development through KiwiBuild of 29

hectares of land adjacent to the Unitec campus could add up to 4,000 additional

dwellings in the Mt Albert area. This development will affect schools within this

catchment, but also within the neighbouring catchment of Avondale Green Bay

Kelston.

This catchment hosts a highly diverse student population with students spread

across all ethnicities. High immigration levels in this catchment are likely to drive the

need for ESOL services. Approximately 11% (2,936 students) of Auckland ESOL

students are located within this catchment area.

There are a number of integrated and private schools in this area that absorb a

proportion of enrolments from the catchment. Secondary schools continue to draw

students from other parts of the city, however this is expected to change as in zone

rolls grow.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 22 out of 29 state schools in this catchment.

We know that further schemes will be required as roll growth pressure mounts.

• We have commenced discussions with KiwiBuild about the possible need for

additional primary provision to serve the Unitec community.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect an additional

1,680 children in our local schools2. We’re planning now to accommodate this

growth in the short-term, including:

• Exploring enrolment schemes with schools to manage growth in the Mt Roskill

area.

• Supporting Mt Albert Grammar School to reduce out-of-zone enrolments, and to

formalise their ‘agri-tech’ programmes.

• Working with KiwiBuild to understand development yields, housing type and

timing for development of the Unitec site. We will also consider options for

primary school provision to accommodate anticipated demand.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,680 students by 2021, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 2,312 primary and 1,868

secondary student places in this catchment2.

• Explore implementing and amending enrolment schemes at schools to

accommodate future growth in Mt Roskill.

• Redevelop schools in order to prepare for growth as regeneration programmes

get underway.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to meet forecast demand, we anticipate we will need to provide an

additional 4,347 primary student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

• Beyond 2030, if growth from the Unitec development cannot be accommodated

at Waterview School in the neighbouring catchment, we expect that a new

primary school will be needed within this catchment. We will continue to

monitor school rolls and capacity to inform our decision-making.

1 Auckland Plan 2050

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model  (High Projections)

Māori medium

This area contributes 208 student places for Māori medium learners through Te

Kura Kaupapa Māori o Nga Maungarongo, Kowhai Intermediate and New Windsor

School. Kowhai Intermediate is part of the Western Springs Māori medium pathway.

A kōhanga reo is also located at Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Nga Maungarongo. We

anticipate demand for an additional 260 Māori medium student places from

kōhanga through to kura. There may be options to add capacity for Māori medium

education through puna reo and rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Mt Roskill Primary, Mt Roskill Intermediate and Mt Roskill College are significant

fundholder schools for ORS students in this area. Each school operates a

programme for ORS-verified students.

Two special schools (Oaklynn Special School and Central Auckland Specialist

School [CASS]) have provision in this area. The base site of CASS will remain in

this catchment when it is rebuilt on the site of Wesley Intermediate School. CASS is

currently operating four satellite units and one off-site programme on the previous

Carlson School site (now re-named the St Andrews Road site). The St Andrews

Road site will close when CASS relocates to the new site. Oaklynn Special School

has three satellite units and a transition programme for students aged 18-21yrs in

this area. Outreach teacher services provided by Oaklynn Special School and

CASS are very active for 34 students across 13 schools. Kelston Deaf Education

Centre and Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ also provide outreach

services to students in 10 schools who have sensory needs.

Property responses for CASS include the establishment of a transition programme

for students aged 18-21yrs, the relocation and rebuild of the base site, the

redevelopment of the Dominion Road School satellite unit and the rebuild of the

satellite unit at Balmoral School.

Mt Albert Mt Roskill Lynfield’s growth story

Major intensification in Mt Roskill (led by HLC on behalf of Housing NZ) will see

more than 10,000 additional homes added over the next 10-15 years1. The Mt

Roskill precinct covers a large area.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth scenarios

with some schools in this catchment. In particular, schools in Mt Albert are

experiencing strong roll pressure and are considering ways to manage this

demand. Schools have a vision for how learning will be delivered in the future,

and acknowledge that they may need to grow in size to meet growth demands.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the

sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions the following themes

and ideas have been generated:

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking the creation of trade schools,

entrepreneurship training and provision of mentoring to students. Collaborate

with community organisations for use of more facilities and increasing skills

opportunities for students.

Community partnerships: Respondents are seeking an increase in

collaboration and communication with Council so that community facilities can

be shared.

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a smoother transition from early

learning services to primary as there is an inconsistent standard of ECE service

and level of school readiness. Consider changing structure of schools to reduce

the number of transitions for students. Examine the pathways offered by

Catholic schools, e.g. modelling the number of preference students to assist with

accommodating future population growth. Work with proprietors to consider

additional student spaces in Catholic schools. Pathways in this area are unclear

for bilingual children and those with additional learning support needs.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking emphasis on physically clean and

modern classrooms and toilets to ensure student wellbeing. Consider Ministry

funding outdoor spaces and playgrounds, rather than school boards as outdoor

activities, spaces and playgrounds are essential to student wellbeing.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking more sophisticated ways of

dealing with the complex issues arising for students (e.g. self-harm, screen

addiction, sleep problems and suicide). Responses state that schools are at

breaking point dealing with problems and teachers are not social workers;

teacher wellbeing needs to be considered, including more time for teachers to

be with their whānau; flexible working arrangements; having nurses and

counsellors available in schools to provide help; need for wraparound service to

be provided and funded equitably and a super-SENCO to work across the Kāhui

Ako; and signals and stigma of poverty need to be eradicated.

We are aware of HLC neighbourhood plans for May Road, Three Kings and

Ōwairaka, with more to follow. We are working closely with HLC to better

understand development intensity and timing as these details become available.

This enables us to determine the likely effects on specific schools so we can plan

our response accordingly.

Council data projects that Mt Albert and Lynfield will continue to experience

market-led development with an anticipated population growth in Mt Albert of 3,418

by 20481, adding to student rolls. Council projections also indicate the population in

Mt Roskill, Three Kings and the Dominion Road Corridors’ total population will

grow by 23,970 by 20481.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 5,625 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We will:



Mt Albert Mt Roskill Lynfield: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Mt Albert Mt Roskill Lynfield Education Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, 

benefiting an estimated 19,500 - 26,200 students over the next decade to 2030. Significant growth is expected across the Mt Roskill 

Precinct led by HLC development plans.

Additional learners moving to sub region

Families moving to access affordable 

housing and jobs add to demand on 

schools.  Mt Roskill Precinct 

development will increase housing 

choice and scale.

Demand for other provision typesConstraints on existing site capacity

Some redevelopment of 

schools may be required to 

achieve master plan numbers.

Consider additional needs of 

students for learning support and 

Māori immersion.

Learning Support

» Establish a transition programme for Central Auckland Specialist School 

(CASS) students aged 18-21yrs.

» Rebuild / relocate CASS base school on the site of Wesley Intermediate.

» Redevelop the CASS satellite unit at Dominion Road School.

» Rebuild the CASS satellite unit at Balmoral School.

Māori Medium

» We anticipate demand for an additional 260 Māori medium student places 

from kōhanga reo through to kura.  There may be options to add capacity 

for Māori medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either at 

existing schools or new schools.

» Exploring implementing enrolment schemes across Mt Roskill 

Precinct for those schools without zones. 

» Additional teaching space required to meet demand from 

development across Mt Roskill Precinct.

» Possible new primary school in relation to the 

Unitec site, or further stages at Waterview. 

Otherwise network is consistent across primary, 

intermediate and secondary.

» New primary school would only proceed subject 

to sufficient demand from Unitec housing 

development, and total growth cannot be 

accommodated at Waterview Primary.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

Exploring amendments to enrolment schemes for Mt Albert 

schools to manage rolls in the area. 

Discussing land swaps with Housing NZ to improve access to 

schools and open space.

Discussing options and need for possible new school in 

relation to the Unitec site with KiwiBuild and MBIE.

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

New 

community 

transition 

programme for 

Central 

Auckland 

Specialist 

School (CASS)

Potential land 

acquisition for new 

primary (Unitec)

Rebuild of special 

school

(CASS) 

68 student places

Potential new primary 

(Unitec)

700 student places

2,312 primary 

student places 

Two satellite 

redevelopments 

/ rebuilds

4,347 primary 

student places 
Ongoing 

monitoring of rolls

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 13,831 7,307

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

5,168 2,137

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

2,312 1,868

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

20 4

Catchment Summary



Onehunga One Tree Hill : Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Onehunga One Tree Hill’s growth story

The population in Onehunga has grown relatively more slowly than the wider

region of Auckland, with a current population of 24,170. The population is

projected to rise to 34,740 by 20431.

Māori medium

This area contributes 190 student places for Māori medium learners through

New Windsor School, Te Papapa School and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o

Puau Te Moananui-a-Kiwa.

This area has good transport connections. Demand for an additional 300

student places for Māori medium learners is anticipated for Te Kura

Kaupapa Māori o Puau o Te Moananui-a-Kiwa. This area could benefit from

additional provision of 60 student places at kōhanga reo level.

Learning Support

Approximately 60% of students in this area are enrolled in either Central

Auckland Specialist School (two satellite units) or Sir Keith Park Special

School (satellite unit). The remaining 40% of students are enrolled at their

local school.

Central Auckland Specialist School and Sommerville Special School

provide outreach teaching services to students in this area. Blind and Low

Vision Education Network NZ also deliver outreach services to students

with visual needs.

A satellite unit rebuild is proposed for 2021 at Onehunga High School for

the Central Auckland Specialist School. An additional satellite unit for

Sommerville Special School is also expected to be required by 2021.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,328 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20304. We already have plans

underway to manage growth, including:

• Progressing long-term development plans for Onehunga Primary and

One Tree Hill College, as well as Onehunga High School.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate forecast growth in student

numbers, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 786 primary

and 169 secondary student places across the catchment by 20304.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 looks set to continue, with the rate of change

depending on Housing NZ development and market sector interest. We

expect to continue adding capacity as rolls grow in existing schools.

We will continue to monitor school rolls as well as the rate of development

uptake so we remain informed of the demand for student places in this

catchment.

1 Transform Onehunga – High Level Project Plan March 2017 – Panuku Development Auckland 

2 Future Urban Land Supply Strategy 2017

3 https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/onehunga-development-shows-future-state-housing

4 DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

By mid-2020 a new public housing development is due for construction in

Onehunga. This development will consist of 71 units and a two block complex in

Galway Street and will be among the 6,400 state houses to be built over the four

years3.

This catchment hosts a diverse student population with students spread across

Pacific, European, Māori and Asian ethnicities. Migrants and NZ-born students

drive a need for ESOL services. Approximately 4% (1,155) of Auckland ESOL

students are located within this catchment.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 10 out of 14 state schools in this

catchment.

• Onehunga High School has recently had funding announced for a major

redevelopment.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 420 children in our local schools4. We’re planning

now to accommodate this growth in the short-term, including:

• Exploring amendments to existing enrolment scheme boundaries at schools

to manage future growth.

• New enrolment schemes where required to manage growth in the catchment.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 420 children by 2021,

we anticipate demand for a further 332 primary and 152 secondary student

places4.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth

scenarios with schools in Onehunga and One Tree Hill, including

Onehunga High School, Onehunga Primary, Ellerslie, Te Papapa, Royal

Oak Intermediate and various other primary schools.

Schools have a vision for how learning will be delivered in the future.

There is acknowledgement from schools that they will need to grow in

size to accommodate growth.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the

education sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to

engage with the sector as these plans develop. Through these

discussions on infrastructure, wellbeing and student pathways, the

following themes were evident:

ECE functionality: Respondents stated that early childhood education

providers require more standardisation in service delivery and quality.

Increased communication between ECE and primary schools will enable

consistent identification of children’s needs as they move between ECE

and school.

Social and external factors: Respondents want perceptions eliminated

around quality of schools, enrolment schemes, zoning issues, lack of

support for Māori and Pacific people and competition between schools so

that the schooling system functions more effectively.

Transience: Respondents identified the need to tackle the increase in

students leaving the education system by having more flexibility in the

education pathways to keep students engaged. This included allowing

students to re-enter the system and having effective systems to track and

support those students.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced teacher

wellbeing by enabling alterations to the schooling structure, work hours,

and providing wellbeing facilities.

Infrastructure: Improved public transport, better access to motorway,

bike trails/lanes, school buses, gyms and extracurricular space will

improve accessibility to school for students and teachers.

A regeneration programme, led by HLC on behalf of Housing NZ in Oranga, and

by Panuku Development Auckland in Onehunga, will see a substantial number of

new dwellings added to these suburbs over the next 10 years2. Many of these

homes will be released on the market, attracting new families to the area.

Panuku’s ‘Transform Onehunga’ project will improve streetscape and transport

links in this catchment. Along with increased accessibility, additional affordable

housing is anticipated to attract new residents. Ellerslie and Sylvia Park will also

continue to experience market-led development adding to student rolls.



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Onehunga One Tree Hill: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» The satellite unit of Central Auckland Specialist School 

will be rebuilt in the Stage 1 rebuild of Onehunga High 

School.

» An additional primary satellite unit for Sommerville 

Special School is required to meet roll growth needs.

Māori Medium

» Demand for an additional 300 student places for Māori 

medium learners is anticipated for TKKM o Puau o Te 

Moananui-a-Kiwa. 

» This area could benefit from additional provision of 60 

student places at kōhanga reo level. 

» We will explore enrolment schemes with schools in the 

catchment to better manage growth in this area.

» Position schools in this area for growth, as housing 

development occurs.

Network 

solutions

» Volumes and distribution of students do not indicate new 

schools.  However, due to HLC developments, this area will 

need to be monitored and further capacity added to existing 

schools as needed.Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Network structure is largely consistent and does not require 

change. We are talking to schools about enrolment scheme 

amendments and possible changes of class where required.

The Onehunga  One Tree Hill Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 7,600 - 8,700 students over the next decade to 2030. Onehunga and One Tree Hill will be affected by development 

of Housing NZ properties adding significant additional housing.

Additional Learners moving here 

Families will be attracted by 

affordable housing in Onehunga 

and One Tree Hill, adding to 

pressure on schools. 

Parent choice influencing utilisation Constraints on existing site capacity 

Need to plan use of space 

carefully to maximise green 

space on tight sites.

Some families choosing to send children 

to other central Auckland schools 

outside this catchment instead of local 

schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Enrolment schemes and changes are being progressively 

rolled out across the catchment.

Roll growth funding prioritised to meet increased demand 

on primary schools in this area.

Redevelopment 

of Onehunga 

High School, 

including 

satellite rebuild

New primary 

satellite unit

332 primary student places

786 primary and 169 

secondary student 

places

Ongoing 

monitoring of 

rolls

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 4,945 2,040

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

1,461 287

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

332 152

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

8 1

Catchment Summary



Orewa Whangaparaoa: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Orewa Whangaparaoa’s growth story

The Orewa Whangaparaoa area is expected to be one of the fastest

growing areas in the Auckland region. This catchment hosts a relatively

diverse student population with the majority of students being of

European, Māori and Pacific ethnicity.

Growth is being led by large greenfield developments at the Orewa and

Wainui SHAs1. Orewa is an established town to the north of Auckland

that was originally a beach suburb and retirement area, but has

developed into a growth hotspot that now attracts families looking for

lifestyle options. Between now and 2030, Orewa is expected to see an

additional 4,200 dwellings putting significant pressure on existing

schools.

The Whangaparaoa Peninsula has also experienced significant growth

over the last decade. Development of the Red Beach golf course will

result in a further 570 dwellings. Funding and construction of the PenLink

transport route may also enable further intensification opportunities. The

peninsula is served by a number of primary schools and Whangaparaoa

College, all of which can add capacity as needed.

The extension of the northern motorway has opened up the Wainui area

for residential development. It is expected that this development will add

up to 11,900 dwellings. Silverdale is predominately identified for

business and industrial growth in the Auckland Unitary Plan, however

residential development here could also add about 1,000 dwellings.

Longer-term future urban land is identified at Dairy Flat. In total, future

urban-zoned land in this area could add about 27,000 dwellings over the

next 30 years. Growth of this quantum will put significant pressure on

our existing schooling network and we are planning now to

accommodate this growth.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,805 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans underway

to manage growth. Here’s how:

• Orewa College is at capacity so additional capacity will be required (to be

confirmed in the Long Term Development Plan).

• We will work with local primary schools to implement enrolment schemes

as a tool to manage growth across the catchment.

• We are planning to construct and establish two new primary schools and a

secondary school in the Wainui SHA. These will be opened to align with

development timing and pressure on existing schools.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,805

students, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 988 primary

and 374 secondary student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

In the longer term, it is anticipated that Silverdale and Dairy Flat will see an

additional 20,400 dwellings built, as over 2,8001 hectares of future urban land

is opened up for development. This will continue to place pressure on our

local schools. We expect that the planning we are doing now will provide us

with adequate capacity in this catchment to meet demand to 2028. Beyond

this, we know that continuing to monitor school rolls and the rate of

development uptake will be critical.

1 Future Urban Land Strategy July 2017

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 9 out of 12 state schools in this

catchment. Of the three schools without schemes, Gulf Harbour has a

naturally constrained catchment, and Wainui and Waitoki are rural

character schools with large geographic catchments.

• Teaching spaces have been added to primary schools as required to

manage roll growth. In particular, we have added teaching blocks at

Silverdale School to meet rapid roll growth.

• We have initiated the investigation and acquisition process for three sites in

Wainui, including two additional primary schools and additional secondary

provision.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term. If growth

projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 1,489 children in our local schools2 . We plan to

meet this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment

schemes.

• Working with the Orewa College Board on a long-term development plan

that will deliver in stages the master plan for 2,500 students on the existing

site, prior to a new secondary school opening at Wainui in approximately

2025 .

• Working with the Whangaparaoa College Board to develop a long-term

plan for providing additional capacity once surplus student places are

utilised.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,489 students by 2021,

we anticipate an additional 579 primary and 134 secondary student places will

be required to accommodate expected growth2.

Māori medium

There is currently no provision for Māori medium education in this area.

New housing developments in this area will stimulate roll growth. New

and existing schools will need to accommodate Māori medium education.

We anticipate an increase in demand for Māori medium education from

kōhanga reo through to kura. Additional growth could see demand for an

additional 90 student places at kura level. There may be options to add

capacity for Māori medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either

at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

ORS-verified students in this catchment are enrolled in local schools. The

Ministry of Education is the fund holder. Outreach teacher services to

ORS-verified students are currently provided by Arohanui Special School

and Wairau Valley Special School. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and

the Blind and Low Vision Network NZ also deliver outreach services to

students who have sensory needs. In 2019, a satellite unit of Wairau

Valley Special School will open at Whangaparaoa College.

It is proposed that additional special school services are provided in

Wainui. This will provide the opportunity for specialist schooling to

children north of Albany.

We are exploring options to provide additional learning support capacity

in the north.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth

scenarios with schools in Orewa. Both Orewa and Mahurangi

Colleges have visions for how learning will be delivered in the future.

We have signalled to the sector the likelihood of new schools being

required to serve growing populations in the Wainui and Orewa

Special Housing Areas (SHA). Existing schools will also need to

grow in size over time to meet growth in their local catchments.

We will continue engaging with the Orewa Whangaparaoa

community to further inform our long-term plans for education

provision in this catchment.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Orewa Whangaparaoa: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» We are exploring options to provide additional learning 

support capacity in the north.

Māori Medium

» We anticipate an increase in demand for Māori medium 

education from kōhanga reo through to kura.  Additional 

growth could see demand for an additional 90 student 

places at kura level.

» We are working with schools, as required, to reduce out-of-

zone enrolments, and to amend and establish enrolment 

schemes where these are required.

» All urban schools in this catchment are expected to have 

increasing student numbers. We anticipate that we will need to 

add capacity as required. » Three new primary schools

» One new secondary school
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Long term property plan needs to be developed for 

secondary schools with indicative staging. 

» Some primary schools on tight sites may need to be 

reconfigured.

The Orewa Whangaparaoa Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting approximately 

10,300 - 10,900 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving to sub-region

Families moving to Orewa, Wainui, 

Silverdale and Whangaparaoa for 

lifestyle and work.

The Orewa Whangaparaoa area is one of the fastest growing parts of Auckland.

Establish new schools Roll growth funding

Existing schools at capacity 

and require redevelopment 

and additional students places.

Greenfield growth creates a need for 

new primary and secondary schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

We are actively searching for sites in the Wainui area to host 

new primary schools and a possible secondary school to 

open in the middle part of the decade.

The enrolment scheme for Orewa College has been 

amended to address immediate roll pressure demands.

Constraints on 

existing site 

capacity 

New satellite unit 

(Whangaparaoa 

College)

Land acquisition for 

two primary sites 

and one secondary 

in Wainui

New primary 

school (Orewa 

NW) with satellite 

unit

420 student places

Additional 579 primary 

student places

Potential new primary 

school (Wainui primary 

#1) with satellite unit 

and Student Support 

Centre

370 student places

Proposed new 

secondary school 

(Wainui) with satellite 

unit

1,200 students
Potential Stage 2 

Wainui primary #1

330 student places

Potential Stage 2 

Orewa NW primary  

380 student places

Potential Stage 2 

Wainui Secondary

1,300 student 

places

Potential new 

primary school 

(Wainui #2) 

370 student places

Additional 988 primary and 

374 secondary student places

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 4,481 3,303

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,310 984

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

579 134

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

9 1

Catchment Summary



Ormiston Mission Heights: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have been discussing growth scenarios

with schools in Ormiston, including Ormiston and Mission Heights

Primary Schools. Schools have a vision for how learning will be

delivered in the future. There is acknowledgement from schools that they

will need to increase in size to accommodate growth.

We will continue engaging with the Ormiston Mission Heights community

to further inform our long-term plans for education provision in this

catchment.

Ormiston Mission Heights’ growth story

Ormiston and Mission Heights are part of the wider Flat Bush urban

area. Flat Bush is the country’s largest and most comprehensively

planned new town, which is expected to be home to at least 36,000

people by 20251.

The Ormiston town centre is currently being developed by Panuku

Development Auckland and Todd Property. It will realise the master

plan combining retail and commercial, open space, high density

residential development and community facilities. Completion of the

entire Ormiston development is expected between 2019 and 20221.

There are big economic benefits flowing from the Ormiston town centre

development; in both construction and the jobs that will be created

through the new retail and commercial spaces.

The Ormiston Mission Heights catchment has experienced rapid

growth over the last five years. As growth has occurred in this

catchment, several new schools have been established to

accommodate additional students in this part of South Auckland

including Ormiston Primary in 2015. Further market-led growth is

expected in this catchment that will see these schools fill up over time.

Both migrants and NZ-born students drive a need for ESOL services,

with 3% (888) of Auckland ESOL students located within this

catchment area.

Māori medium

There is currently no provision of Māori medium in this area.

The Ormiston area has been and continues to be subject to rapid

housing developments. There is also some residential growth in

Beachlands and Clevedon. Ngāti Paoa and Ngai Tai ki Tamaki have

indicated an interest in providing Māori medium education in this

catchment. We anticipate potential demand for approximately 100

kōhanga and 200 kura student places in this catchment.

Learning Support

The southern arm of the Kelston Deaf Education Centre (KDEC)

network is based on the Ormiston Campus. Satellite unit provision at

Ormiston Primary, Ormiston Junior High and Ormiston Senior College

provides a schooling pathway for deaf and hard of hearing students.

The Anton Centre is the KDEC hub for outreach teachers providing

services to deaf and hard of hearing children from Mt Wellington to

Pukekohe. Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ also provides

outreach teacher services in the Ormiston Mission Heights area.

The catchment for Mt Richmond Special School currently includes Flat

Bush. A satellite unit for Mt Richmond Special School is integrated into

the build of Te Uho te Nikau School, which opened in 2019.

A new special school hub is also proposed for the proposed new

primary school in the southwest of the catchment. This would address

a need to equitably balance the catchments of three large special

schools that border the Flat Bush area (being Sommerville Special

School, Rosehill Special School and Mt Richmond Special School).

Beyond 2030

We will continue to monitor the rate of development uptake and the

impact of this growth on school rolls. This will inform our decision-

making about the timing for establishing an additional primary school

in the southwest. At this stage, we estimate that the new school may

be required in 2030.

1 Panuku Development Auckland 

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections) 

What have we done so far?

• Every state school in this catchment has an enrolment scheme in place.

Sancta Maria Primary and College operate within maximum rolls.

• Since 2015, we have established three new schools in this catchment,

including Ormiston Primary, Junior and Senior Colleges, to

accommodate growth from market-led development. These are filling

up fast as families move into the new homes.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll

need to accommodate an additional 1,332 children in our local schools2.

We plan to meet this demand through a variety of responses.

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term, including:

• A new primary school, Te Uho o Te Nikau, opened in 2019 with a

planned capacity for 700 students.

• Working with schools to develop master plans for each school site as

some of the older sites are limited in their opportunities for expansion.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, by 2021 we anticipate we will need to provide an additional

284 primary and 194 secondary student places to accommodate

expected growth2.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,310 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans underway

to manage growth. We anticipate opening a new primary school in Flat Bush

in 2030.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the additional forecast 1,310 students, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 309 primary and 328

secondary student places across the catchment by 20302.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Ormiston Mission Heights: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» New special school hub indicated in Ormiston Flat 

Bush area.

» New satellite unit at new primary school (Te Uhu o Te 

Nikau) in 2019.

Māori Medium

» We anticipate potential demand for additional Māori 

medium education in the order of approximately 100 

kōhanga reo student places and 200 kura student 

places.Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 
Type

The Ormiston Mission Heights Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 4,800-6,000 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving into the area

Families are moving here to access housing and 

be close to major employment areas, and this is 

adding to roll pressure on local schools

Ormiston Flat Bush is a priority growth area because of the large scale market-led growth occurring here, and the opportunity to add housing 

choices and improve social outcomes for local people.

Availability of appropriate 

land sites
Roll growth funding

Additional stages to new builds 

are expected to be required.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

New primary school, Te Uhu o Te Nikau, opened in 2019.

New Special School hub on the Flat Bush South West site

Constraints on 

existing site 
capacity 

Some constraints on sites as school sizes increase, 

particularly for existing schools with older infrastructure.

Enrolment schemes are in place in all state schools in 

this catchment.

May need to acquire land for 

new schools in the future. 

» All state schools have enrolment scheme home zones.

» Additional stages to new builds are anticipated to be 

required, e.g. Te Uhu o Te Nikau at Flat Bush South 

East.
» Potential new primary provision in Flat Bush. 

» Masterplanning required to make best use of land, 

upgrade infrastructure and retain green space. 

» Constraints on sites as school sizes increase, particularly 

for existing schools with older infrastructure.

New primary 

school opens 

(Te Uhu o Te 

Nikau) with 

satellite unit

700 student 

places

Possible new 

special school hub 

at Flat Bush site

284 primary and 194 

secondary student 

places 

309 primary and 328 

secondary student 

places

Potential new 

primary school (Flat 

Bush)

350 student places

Ongoing 

monitoring of 

rolls

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Acquire land for 

new primary 

provision in Flat 

Bush

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 2,010 1,639

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

812 1,830

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

284 194

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

2 1

Catchment Summary



Papakura Rosehill Drury: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Papakura Rosehill Drury’s growth story

In terms of scale, the Drury catchment is expected to be the highest growth area

of the Auckland region. Growth is being led by market-led development at

Hingaia, Drury, Opaheke and Paerata. Over the next 10 years, this part of South

Auckland will accommodate more than 23,000 additional dwellings as allowed for

in the Future Urban Land Supply Strategy. We are collaborating with other

agencies and Auckland Council in the development of a structure plan for Drury.

Papakura and Drury are also being considered as part of the Hamilton-Auckland

Corridor Plan led by MBIE. We are also engaged in this project. Large Special

Housing Areas (SHAs) and private land holdings are planned to be developed

progressively alongside commercial, retail and industrial employment centres.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 3,023 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans

underway to manage growth, including:

• The design and construction of new schools at Drury, including two

primary schools and at least one secondary school.

• Redevelopment needed to prepare schools for growth as regeneration

programmes get underway.

• Over time as growth occurs, we will lead a conversation with Papakura

schools around network structure depending on community interest.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 1,792

primary and 428 secondary student places to accommodate growth across

the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

• Acquire sites and establish more new schools at Drury as housing

development intensifies to approximately 50,000 by 20471.

• Provide additional capacity to existing schools as necessary.

1 Future Urban Land Supply Strategy 2017

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections) 

3 Auckland Unitary Plan

Land owners here have a proven development profile and financial backing. New

amenities will be added including sports fields and a new hospital, which itself is

expected to employ up to 3,000 people1. Additional train stations will link this area to

Manukau and the Auckland CBD making it a highly desirable place to live.

Some intensification in Papakura may also be expected given its location on the rail

corridor, and proximity to SH1 and major employment areas. Housing NZ owns

significant housing stock in Papakura that could be redeveloped in the future. Takanini,

to the north of Papakura, has large areas of future urban land that have been ear-

marked for residential development, although this has been delayed due to lack of

infrastructure. Once development is underway, we expect this will add students to the

catchment for Papakura High School. We are also aware of development in Clevedon

to the east where 1,000 houses are planned for construction.

Kingseat is enabled by the Auckland Unitary Plan to accommodate about 1,840

dwellings. Development at Clarks Beach and Glenbrook Beach could also add 650 and

1,050 houses respectively, although these developments are less certain and may

occur beyond 20301. This catchment hosts a diverse student population with students

spread across European, Asian, Pacific and Māori ethnicities. Both migrant and NZ-

born students drive demand for ESOL services. Approximately 2% (484) of Auckland

ESOL students are located within this catchment.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 15 out of 22 state schools in this catchment.

Other schools have not experienced roll growth previously but may need schemes

in the future.

• We are supporting schools to strengthen governance and leadership capability.

• We have initiated the investigation and site acquisition process for new schools at

Drury and Hingaia.

• We have funded additional capacity to Drury Primary and Hingaia Peninsula Stage

2 build as they have experienced roll growth.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 699 children in our local schools2. We’re planning now to

accommodate growth in the short-term through a variety of responses, including

enrolment schemes and additional capacity.

• We will continue working with schools to implement enrolment schemes as

required, and to define the student catchment for the secondary school.

• We are currently evaluating options for accommodating growth in Hingaia South.

Māori medium

This area is currently served by kura kaupapa in Manurewa but may benefit

from additional provision within this catchment. This area provides 100

student places for Māori medium learners through Kelvin Road School and

Kereru Campus. Due to high population growth, we anticipate the need for

new kōhanga reo providing approximately 400 new student places, and an

additional 800 kura student places across the area.

Learning Support

Approximately 82% of ORS-verified students in this catchment are enrolled

at Rosehill Special School. The base site for Rosehill Special School and a

pathway of four satellite units are operational in this area. The remaining

18% of ORS-verified students are attending their local school. Rosehill

Special School and Parkside Special School deliver outreach teaching

services to students in local schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and

Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ also deliver outreach teacher

services to students who have sensory needs.

Four new satellite units are proposed, due for delivery between 2019 and

2025. Parkside School will take up the special school growth in Drury.

• We plan to acquire sites in Drury for two new primary schools and at least one

secondary school.

• We will investigate where further sites are needed for primary schools to cater

for ongoing growth at Opaheke and Drury.

By 2021, we anticipate demand for an additional 179 primary student places to

accommodate expected growth 2.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth scenarios

with schools in south Auckland, including Rosehill College and Papakura High

School, as well as primary schools in Takanini and Papakura.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the

sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions on infrastructure,

wellbeing and student pathways, the following themes were evident:

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions

between ECE, primary, intermediate and secondary as transition difficulties are

experienced at each change. This could involve changing structures of classes

and having schools on the same site

Student pathways: Respondents are wanting student pathways to be more

flexible (currently too linear) so they can cater to all communities and provide

more options into tertiary education for students.

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking an increase in collaboration

with community organisations and businesses to extend student pathways from

school into the workforce.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking a strong emphasis on providing

adequate all-weather sporting and outdoor areas to manage physical and

mental health by ensuring that students have a balance of indoor/outdoor

activity and adequate space for interaction.

Community accessibility: Respondents are seeking to make schools

welcoming environments where the community has a strong sense of belonging

and is included in the overall schooling paradigm.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced teacher wellbeing

by enabling alterations to the schooling structure, flexible work hours, and

providing wellbeing facilities.

Transience: Respondents identified the need to tackle the increase in students

leaving the education system by having more flexibility in the education

pathways to keep students engaged. This included allowing students to re-enter

the system and having effective systems to track and support those students.



Papakura Rosehill Drury: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Papakura Rosehill Drury Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 11,500 - 12,600 students over the next decade to 2030. Drury is anticipated to have the highest growth of any sub-

region in Auckland.

Additional learners moving here

Scale of development in Drury will attract 

significant numbers of new families drawn 

by employment and living opportunities. 

Demographics likely to change.

Demand to expand provision type 

Current school structure in Papakura not 

meeting all needs. Investment needed to 

expand provision and retain students in the 

local catchment.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

We are actively seeking sites in Drury for new primary 

schools and at least one new secondary school.

We are exploring amending or establishing enrolment 

scheme with several schools in the catchment.

Working with schools experiencing roll growth to prepare 

long term development plans that minimise disruption 

during the build.

Learning Support

» The Rosehill Special School satellite unit is included 

in the rebuild project for Redhill School (Papakura). 

Anticipated delivery is 2019.

» Parkside School will take up the new development in 

Drury with satellite unit pathways through primary and 

secondary schooling. Satellite unit provision is also 

included in the new school at Kingseat 2024.

Establish 

New Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Working with existing schools to implement and amend 

existing enrolment zone boundaries as necessary to 

distribute growth.

To allow for development of over 30,000 houses at Drury/Opaheke we need to phase:

» Site acquisition processes

» 4-6 new primary schools and at least one new state secondary school

» Possible redevelopment of Papakura High School and 

Papakura Intermediate so that they are positioned for 

future growth. Ensure that the community has confidence 

that we are investing in these schools. In later stages, 

additional teaching space may be required.

» Existing structure is not consistent across primary, intermediate and secondary. 

» Over time as growth occurs, investigate change in network model in Papakura to 

provide a consistent supported structure.

» Assist schools to improve governance, leadership and teaching capabilities as 

necessary, and to improve engagement and education outcomes for students. 
Network 

solutions

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Establish new schools

New schools will be needed to 

respond to market-led 

development at Hingaia and the 

wider Drury area.

Māori Medium

» Due to anticipated high population growth, we 

anticipate the need for new kōhanga reo providing 

approximately 400 new student places, and an 

additional 800 kura student places across the area.

Land 

acquisition for 

primary site in 

Kingseat

Redhill School 

Papakura 

satellite unit

Potential 

land 

acquisition 

for Drury 

Primary #2

Potential new primary 

school at Hingaia South

420 student places

Potential Stage 3 Hingaia 

Peninsula

250 student places

New primary school 

with satellite unit 

(Drury #1)

370 student places

Possible land 

acquisition for Drury 

secondary schools 

(#1 & #2)

179 primary 

student places 

Possible land 

acquisition for 

additional Drury 

primary schools and 

secondary in West 

Franklin
Potential new primary 

school with satellite 

unit (Kingseat 

Primary)

370 student places

Possible new secondary 

schools with satellite 

units (Drury secondary 

#1 & #2) 

1600 student places

Potential Stage 2 

Drury West Primary

330 student places

Potential new 

primary school 

(Drury #2)

370 student 

places

Potential new 

primary schools 

(Drury #3 & #4) 

1,090 student places

1,792 primary 

and 428 

secondary 

student places 

Potential Stage 2 

Drury Secondary

300 student places

Potential Stage 

2 Kingseat 

Primary

330 student 

places

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 6,726 2,315

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

3,095 627

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

179 0

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

14 1

Catchment Summary



Pukekohe Paerata Tuakau: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Pukekohe Paerata Tuakau’s growth story

Pukekohe is identified as a satellite town in the Auckland Plan 2050 and is

expected to more than double in size. There are large areas of land zoned for

future urban development and the Future Urban Land Supply Strategy signals an

additional 7,200 dwellings over the next decade1. We have contributed to the

Pukekohe/Paerata Structure Plan process with Auckland Council, and are also

part of the project team for the Hamilton-Auckland Corridor Plan led by MBIE

which Pukekohe, Drury and Pokeno are part of.

A major development at Paerata will be delivered within the next 10 year

timeframe, however infrastructure provision may affect sequencing of

development in areas. About 4,450 dwellings are expected in the first stages, with

a further 1,800 dwellings anticipated in the final plan1.

Māori medium

This area provides 44 student places for Māori medium learners through

Pukekohe North School. This area is currently served by Kura Kaupapa in

Manurewa. We are expecting significant growth in this catchment and additional

student places for Māori medium education will need to be provided.

Anticipated roll growth indicates the demand for up to an additional 400 student

places at kōhanga reo and an additional up to 800 Kura Kaupapa student places

across the area. There may be options to provide some additional Māori medium

capacity through puna reo and rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Approximately 72% of ORS-verified students are enrolled at Parkside Special

School in this area, with 22% of students attending their local school. Parkside

School delivers an outreach teaching service to 53% of ORS students in local

schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and Blind and Low Vision Education

Network NZ (BLENNZ) also deliver outreach services to students who have

sensory needs.

New provision for BLENNZ and Parkside Special School will be integrated into

the new school at Pukekohe/Belmont opening in 2021. This includes a sensory

resource centre for Resource Teachers of Vision, as well as satellite teaching

space for both special schools.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,829 school-aged students will need to be accommodated

in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans underway to manage this

growth. Here’s how:

• Potential redevelopment of Waiuku College.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment, and

to accommodate the forecast additional 1,829 students, we anticipate we will

need to provide an additional 725 primary and 374 secondary student places

across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

We expect growth to be sustained beyond 2030.

• We expect that beyond 2030 we will need to establish a secondary school in

Paerata to accommodate growth in the secondary-aged population.

• We will continue to add capacity to existing schools where our roll growth

monitoring shows it is necessary.

• We will also work with Council to understand the progression of development in

this catchment and assess the need for additional primary schools at Pukekohe

and Pokeno.

1 Future Urban Land Supply Strategy 2017

2 DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

Growth is already putting pressure on student rolls. The structure of the network

within urban Pukekohe is consistent, with well-subscribed primary, intermediate

and secondary schools. We are currently building a new school at Pukekohe

Belmont to accommodate growth from the Belmont Special Housing Area (SHA)

with 720 additional dwellings. The adjacent Waikato District Plan identifies Tuakau

and Pokeno as areas of growth. Schools in these settlements will increase in size

as development occurs and may develop a more urban character.

The catchment is geographically large and contains a high number of small rural

schools. We expect that rural schools will continue to operate as currently.

This catchment has a diverse student population, with 1% (317) of Auckland ESOL

students from within this area.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 17 of 35 state schools in this catchment.

Those schools without schemes are mainly in rural areas with limited need for

schemes.

• We have provided additional teaching spaces to those schools experiencing roll

pressure.

• We are working with Paerata School to relocate them to a new location that

aligns with market-led development at Paerata Rise and to provide sufficient

infrastructure for roll growth.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 1,194 children in our local schools 2. We plan to meet

this demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes. We’re

planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term.

• We are planning to work with several schools to implement new enrolment

schemes, or amend existing enrolment scheme boundaries as a result of new

development.

• We will prepare long-term development plans for Pokeno School, Pukekohe

Intermediate and Pukekohe High School.

• We expect to conclude the site acquisition process for the relocated Paerata

School site as well as a possible site for a new secondary school in the wider

Paerata area, and an additional primary site in Pokeno.

• Construction is underway at the new Pukekohe Belmont primary school and the

school is planned to open in 2021.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment, and

to accommodate an additional forecast 1,194 children by 2021, we anticipate we

will need to provide an additional 719 primary and 350 secondary student places

to accommodate expected growth2.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement:

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth scenarios

with schools in Pukekohe and surrounds. There is acknowledgement from

schools that they may need to grow in size to accommodate growth.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with the

sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions on infrastructure,

wellbeing and student pathways, the following themes were evident:

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions

between ECE, primary, intermediate and secondary as transition difficulties are

experienced at each change.

Student pathways: Respondents are wanting student pathways to be more

flexible (currently too linear) so they can cater to all communities and provide

more options into tertiary education for students.

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking an increase in collaboration

with community organisations and businesses to extend student pathways from

school into the workforce.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking a strong emphasis on providing

adequate all-weather sporting and outdoor areas to manage physical and mental

health by ensuring that students have a balance of indoor/outdoor activity and

adequate space for interaction.

Community accessibility: Respondents are seeking to make schools

welcoming environments where the community has a strong sense of belonging

and is included in the overall schooling paradigm.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced teacher wellbeing by 

enabling alterations to the schooling structure, work hours, and providing 

wellbeing facilities. They also seek schools to be facilities for the community, 

working with the DHB-funded health workers – counsellors, mental health 

support, doctors and nurses in contemporary, well-equipped on-site clinics in 

schools.



Pukekohe Paerata Tuakau: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Pukekohe Paerata Tuakau Education Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, 

benefiting approximately 9,000 - 13,150 students over the next decade to 2030. As the satellite town to the south of Auckland, 

Pukekohe is tagged for ongoing development.

Additional learners moving here

Towns in the Pukekohe area are 

attracting families seeking lifestyle 

and work opportunities, adding to 

pressures on schools.

Contraints on existing site capacity Demand to expand provision type

Additional learning support required. 

Investment in Māori language.

Rolls are growing and schools need to 

maintain green space. Some 

infrastructure unsuited to expansion.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Temporary spaces planned for Pukekohe Hill School, 

permanent spaces funded for Pukekohe High School.

Working with Paerata School Board on vision for 

relocated and expanded school.

Learning Support

» The new school at Pukekohe/Belmont will include the 

integration of satellite teaching spaces for Parkside 

Special School and Blind and Low Vision Education 

Network NZ. A sensory hub for resource teachers of 

vision will also be integrated into this development.

Māori Medium

» Strengthen Māori education pathways.

» Anticipated roll growth indicates the demand for up to 

an additional 400 student places at kōhanga reo and an 

additional up to 800 Kura Kaupapa student places 

across the area.

» Explore working with several schools to implement new 

enrolment schemes, or amend existing enrolment scheme 

boundaries as a result of new development.

» Schools experiencing growth, include urban schools in 

Tuakau, Pokeno and Pukekohe.

» Prepare long term property plans for Pukekohe High School 

and Pukekohe Intermediate.

Network 

solutions

» Build additional stages of schools at Pukekohe/Belmont 

and Paerata.

» Investigating options for additional primary provision at 

Pokeno, if required.

» Potential site acquisition for additional secondary provision 

in the wider Paerata area.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

» Consolidate structure around full primary in rural areas and 

contributing primary, intermediate and secondary model in 

urban areas

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

New primary school 

(Paerata/Wesley 

relocation) 

370 student places

New primary school 

with two satellite 

units and hub 

(Pukekohe/Belmont)

350 student places

719 primary student places 

Stage 2 

Pukekohe/Belmont 

Primary

200 student places

Stage 2 

Paerata/Wesley 

Primary

330 student places

725 primary and 374 

secondary student places 

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 6,820 3,555

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,373 650

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

719 350

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

20 3

Catchment Summary

Potential new primary 

school (Pokeno #2)

350 student places

Potential land 

acquisition for 

primary

(Pokeno #2)



Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have discussed growth scenarios with many schools in the Selwyn Glendowie Tāmaki

catchment over the last 4-5 years. Wider discussions with the Manaiakalani Kāhui Ako, in

the context of the Tāmaki regeneration programme, have also occurred. There is

acknowledgement from schools that they will need to increase in size to accommodate

growth.

In developing these plans, MOE and the Tāmaki Redevelopment Company (TRC) have

engaged extensively with residents, all education stakeholders, Māori, and community and

cultural groups in Selwyn Glendowie Tāmaki. Through these discussions, the following

themes were evident:

Student pathways: Respondents are seeking the current pathway to be more flexible

(currently too linear) so it can cater to all communities and provide more options into

tertiary education for students.

Social and external factors: Respondents want perceptions eliminated around quality of

schools, enrolment schemes, zoning issues, lack of support for Māori and Pacific people

and competition between schools so that the schooling system functions more effectively.

The community would like to support the success of Pacific students by linking teachers,

community groups and education providers. Strengthening partnerships with schools,

Pacific families and communities will develop collaborative and sustainable talanoa

(dialogue). The provision of Pacific cultural responsiveness will support teachers to

become more competent and confident with engaging with Pacific students, families and

communities.

ECE functionality: Respondents stated that early childhood education providers require

more standardisation in service delivery and quality. Increased communication between

ECE and primary schools will enable consistent identification of children's needs as they

move between ECE and school.

Workforce readiness: Respondents want a visible pathway towards careers for all

learners – supported by corresponding subject selection; creating opportunities to learn

beyond school boundaries through partnership with tertiary institutions, industry bodies and

digital channels.

Student transitions: Respondents want an early years prototype established on the

Tāmaki Primary School site; develop additional early years hubs on school sites in parallel

with the neighbourhood development projects; deliver family wellbeing and diagnostic

services from the early years hubs; and create more direct pathways from ECE to school

through the shared planning and operation of early years hubs on school sites and school

campuses.

Outdoor activities: Respondents want new education facilities provided with appropriate

outdoor spaces and facilities, as would be designed for a new school development.

Utilises Council land and community resources to enhance proposition.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking coordinated social services resources

across the area to oversee a universal package of support services including health care,

academic tutoring, career guidance, counselling, social work and parenting programmes;

supporting the most vulnerable students and their families through the Intensive Support

Service initiative; universal nutritious food provision – using common catering facilities and

programmes to provide high-quality lunches across the Manaiakalani Kāhui Ako; creating a

shared resource pool to anonymously subsidise learners’ activities to enable all children to

participate in sport, after-school and holiday programmes, camps and other activities; one-

stop wellbeing service facility in each school to respond to learners’ holistic needs.

Selwyn Glendowie Tāmaki: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Selwyn Glendowie Tāmaki’s growth story

This catchment currently has over 55,000 residents2. A regeneration programme led

by TRC will add over 7,500 homes in Tāmaki over the next 15-20 years1. Housing

development is well underway in Glen Innes, with early construction activities also

starting in Pt England and Panmure. Additional investment is being made in public

transport, cycling and walking paths, and community facilities with the aim of creating

a highly desirable, modern multicultural community. The next phase will see

accelerating construction to replace existing Housing NZ houses with social,

affordable and market housing.

In Panmure, a town centre upgrade planned by Panuku Development Auckland is

expected to act as a catalyst for private development in all three areas. Easy access

to the CBD by rail and bus provides access to employment opportunities and tertiary

training. This is expected to make Pt England, Glen Innes and Panmure some of the

fastest growing suburbs in Auckland over the next 10 years, with growth anticipated

to be sustained through the following decade also. Glendowie and Kohimarama are

also expected to experience some market-led development through infill and

intensification, adding to student rolls. Our figures anticipate 12,500 students in this

catchment, an increase from 8,900 from 20173.

In this catchment, both migrants and NZ-born students drive a need for ESOL

services. Approximately 4% (1,011) of Auckland ESOL funded students are located

within this catchment area. Māori medium

This area provides 164 student places for Māori medium learners through TKKM

Puau te Moana Nui a Kiwa. TRC is working with the community on enhanced

lifelong learning opportunities. This area is full to capacity, and requires additional

Māori medium education provision due to high demand. Over the next 10-15 years,

new kōhanga reo in the Tāmaki area and satellite units attached to schools are

anticipated to be required to provide an additional 80 student places at kōhanga

reo and 200 places at kura.

Learning Support

The base site and three satellite units of Sommerville Special School accommodate

77% of ORS-verified students. Of the 23% of students enrolled at local schools,

11% are enrolled at Selwyn College. Takapuna Grammar is the ORS fundholder for

Selwyn College. All students, with exception of those at Selwyn College, are

receiving outreach teaching services from either Sommerville Special School (SSS)

or Central Auckland Specialist School, or the two sensory schools Kelston Deaf

Education Centre and Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ. The rebuild of

SSS has a completion date of 2021. A new satellite unit for SSS at Glendowie

College is scheduled for delivery in 2020.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 2,755 school-aged students will need to be accommodated

in this catchment by 20303. We already have plans underway to manage growth.

• We will confirm long-term development plans for all schools affected by the

Tāmaki regeneration programme.

• If required, we will provide additional primary schooling at Tāmaki Park.

• Redevelopment needed to prepare schools for growth as regeneration

programmes get underway. Redevelop Tāmaki College and Glenbrae Primary

School.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment, and to

accommodate an additional forecast 2,755 children, we anticipate we will need to

provide an additional 2,316 primary and 1,227 secondary student places across the

catchment by 20303.

Beyond 2030

• Beyond 2030, we expect housing developments to go through periods of

increased growth, at a rate of one house replaced by four dwellings across the

whole precinct. We will continue to monitor school rolls and the uptake of

development to inform the timing of future investment in our schools.

1 https://www.Tāmakiregeneration.co.nz/. 

2 Stats NZ_Census 2013 map – population and dwelling map

3 DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

Local infrastructure: Respondents are seeking upfront investment for the future

rather than just repairing the existing stock; future focused, balancing the needs of

existing and new learners into Tāmaki; dedicated nurturing space for students who

need more support; facilities for health and wellbeing services; balance of flexible

learning spaces and traditional classrooms; focus more in the primary schools; and

meet roll growth and preserve outdoor spaces.

Community partnerships: Respondents want re-envisioning of our schools not

only as hubs of learning but as hubs for our whole community - connecting whānau

with wrap-around supports.

• Master-planning existing school sites to make the best use of our existing

schools while retaining open space.

• Investigating the potential need for a new primary school within, or close to, the

Tāmaki Park development. The need for this will be assessed based on the

anticipated housing types, expected yield, and timing of the development.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the catchment,

and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 962 children, we anticipate

by 2021 we will need to provide an additional 879 primary and 869 secondary

student places to accommodate expected growth3.

What have we done so far?

• Stonefields School opened in 2011 in response to growth in this catchment. A

staged expansion was announced in 2017 to provide an additional 450 student

places at the school.

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 9 out of 18 state schools in this catchment. Te

Kura Kaupapa Māori o Puau te Moananui-a-Kiwa operates within a maximum roll.

• We are working with Manaiakalani Kāhui Ako, TRC, educators and the community

to develop and implement the Tāmaki Education Strategy to lift education

outcomes.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021 we expect we’ll need to

accommodate an additional 962 children in our local schools3.

• We will explore enrolment schemes for schools in the area as a tool to manage

growth.

• We expect all of the schools in Tāmaki to triple in size over the 30-year lifetime of

the regeneration programme.



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Selwyn Glendowie Tāmaki: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» Sommerville Special School rebuild.

» Addition of satellite unit at Glendowie College.

Māori Medium

» Additional provision required to meet current and 

anticipated high demand for Māori medium education.

» Anticipated demand in the order of 80 student places at 

kōhanga reo and 200 places at kura.

» We will explore enrolment schemes for schools in the area to 

enable management of anticipated growth.

» We plan to add additional teaching space to schools at 

capacity. 

» This may require site reconfiguration and master planning to 

retain green space. 

» This will require changes to governance and operational 

structure.

Network 

solutions

» Possible new primary school at Tāmaki Park (depends on 

final dwelling yield and typologies) .

» Multiple school redevelopments and expansions.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

» The network structure is consistent, with clear pathways 

from primary to secondary level across all three Kāhui Ako.

» Implement Tāmaki Education Change Plan.

» Continue working with schools to strengthen governance 

and leadership, engagement and student achievement.

The Selwyn Glendowie Tāmaki Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 9,600 – 12,400 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Additional learners moving to the area

Families are moving here to access affordable housing, beautiful 

coastline, sporting facilities, and employment opportunities. 

Development will  put increasing pressure on school rolls.
Parent choice influencing utilisation  

Demand to expand provision type 
Currently, some families are exercising parental choice 

and sending children to other options in the Auckland 

isthmus and beyond, including private and state 

integrated schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

Enrolment schemes in place in nine schools.

Adding temporary and permanent student places to 

meet roll growth pressures.

Working with schools, TRC and the community on a Tāmaki 

Education Strategy. Assisting schools to strengthen governance 

and leadership, engagement and student achievement.

The Tāmaki Regeneration Company (TRC) is leading one of the 

biggest urban transformation programmes in the country, adding 

over 10,500 homes in the next 25 years. 

Pacific and Māori whānau expect culturally appropriate settings 

with access to language provision. Changing demographics will 

expand/modify needs of students, and education must offer 

breadth and depth across the curriculum.

School 

expansion

(Stonefields 

Stage 3&4)

450 student 

places

Possible land 

acquisition for 

Tāmaki Park 

New satellite unit 

at Glendowie 

College

Sommerville 

Special 

School rebuild 

130 student 

places
879 primary and 869 

secondary student places 

Possible new primary 

school (Tāmaki Park) 

700 student places

2,316 primary and 

1,227 secondary 

student places 

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Investment in existing school infrastructure

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 5,769 2,949

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

2,665 1,052

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

879 869

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

7 2

Catchment Summary



Sir Edmund Hillary Tangaroa : Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

Over the last several years, we have begun discussions about growth

scenarios with schools in Ōtara. Schools have a vision for how learning

will be delivered in the future. There is acknowledgement from schools

that they will need to increase in size to accommodate growth.

The Pacific community would like to support the success of Pacific

students by linking teachers, community groups and education

providers. Strengthening partnerships with schools, Pacific families

and communities will develop collaborative and sustainable talanoa

(dialogue). This community also seeks to improve the provision of

Pacific cultural responsiveness support for teachers to become more

competent and confident with engaging with Pacific students, families

and communities.

We will continue engaging with the Sir Edmund Hillary /Tangaroa sector

to further inform our long-term plans for education provision in this

catchment.

Sir Edmund Hillary Tangaroa’s growth story

Ōtara has not experienced major growth in student numbers to date.

However, a measure of regeneration and intensification through urban

development is likely within the next 10 years. Ōtara is strategically

located directly to the east of State Highway 1 and the area has good

public transport links with a bus interchange.

Ōtara is close to the large employment areas of Ōtāhuhu, East Tāmaki

and Manukau and has good potential for redevelopment with most of the

area zoned for medium density housing in the Auckland Unitary Plan1 The

Plan also anticipates high-intensity development around the local centre

and along public transport corridors1. The main campus for Manukau

Institute of Technology is located in Ōtara and the centre has a library,

swimming pool and leisure centre, and an art gallery.

The area has potential to see another 1,320 dwellings by 2030. Housing

NZ has large land holdings in the area and there is a potential for larger

scale redevelopment in the longer term. The population is expected to

grow by 1,770 between 2018 – 20482.

Māori medium

This area has established Māori medium facilities. This area provides 59

student places for Māori medium learners through Te Kura Kaupapa

Māori o Ōtara.

New housing developments, including infill housing, could trigger growth

across Ōtara and surrounding areas in the longer-term, driving potential

roll growth for Māori medium education.

This catchment provides for well-established and new migrant Māori.

Future planning for up to 90 additional student places at kōhanga reo

and 200 new Kura Kaupapa student places is required. There may be

options to provide additional Māori medium capacity through puna reo

and rumaki, either at existing schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Approximately 47% of ORS-verified students attend a local school and

53% attend one of the two satellite units of Mt Richmond Special School

(Flat Bush School and Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate). A second primary

satellite unit for Mt Richmond Special School at Rongomai School will

open in early 2019.

Mt Richmond Special School provides outreach teacher services to

students in three local schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and Blind

and Low Vision Education Network NZ also provide services to students

who have sensory needs.

Future planning includes a property roll growth response for the Mt

Richmond School secondary satellite unit at Sir Edmund Hillary

Collegiate.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 802 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20303. We already have plans

underway to manage growth. Here’s how:

• We are planning to amend existing enrolment schemes to align with

new schools in surrounding areas and distribute growth across the

network.

• We will consider possible changes to network structure to better meet

community expectations.

• Possible redevelopment of Sir Edmund Hilary Collegiate.

• We will continue to monitor changes in demand and track school rolls

so we are in a position to proactively add capacity should Housing NZ

development commence or market development take off.

• We know that redevelopment is needed to prepare schools for growth

as regeneration programmes get underway.

1 Auckland Unitary Plan
2Auckland Plan 2050
3DEV_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections)

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 5 out of 13 state schools in this

catchment.

• We are assisting schools to strengthen governance, leadership and

teaching capability, to improve engagement and student outcomes.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

Prior to 2021, rolls are expected to be steady, or a small decline of about

50 school-aged students. We’re planning now to manage this in the

short-term, including:

• Exploring new enrolment schemes and amendments to existing

schemes for schools in the catchment.

• Continuing to monitor rolls over time and implement further schemes

as growth occurs.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, by 2021 we anticipate demand for an additional 180

primary student places to accommodate expected growth3.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, we expect growth in the school-age population to continue

at a gradual rate. We will continue to monitor changes in demand at

schools across the catchment, and add capacity to the network as

growth occurs.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 802

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 371

primary student places across the catchment by 20303.

This catchment has a diverse student population with the majority of students

of Pacific and Māori ethnicity. Approximately 4% (1,000) of Auckland ESOL

students are located within this catchment area .



2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Sir Edmund Hillary Tangaroa: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Learning Support

» Expansion of existing satellite for existing Sir Edmund 

Hillary Collegiate.

» A new satellite unit for Rongomai School.

Māori Medium

» New housing developments could drive potential roll 

growth for Māori medium education.

» Anticipated demand in the order of 90 student places at 

kōhanga reo and 200 places at kura.

» Enrolment schemes will be added progressively over time to 

manage growth as it occurs.

» We plan to add additional teaching space to schools at 

capacity. This may require site reconfiguration and master 

planning to retain green space. 

Network 

solutions

» Ōtara is not currently attracting large-scale private or public 

sector development, however this is likely to change in the 

medium term and we will continue to monitor trends.

» Capacity in existing schools can also be expanded if 

required. 

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» Consider changes to education model to better meet 

community expectations.

» Continue assisting schools to strengthen governance, 

leadership and teaching capability, to improve engagement 

and student outcomes.

The Sir Edmund Hillary Tangaroa Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 5,800 - 6,000 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Parental choice influences utilisation

Some families are currently choosing to enrol

students in schools in adjacent catchments, 

rather than in local schools.  We expect these 

patterns to change as growth intensifies.

Demand to expand the provision type 

Pacific families are looking for culturally 

appropriate settings and Pacific language 

immersion or bilingual provision.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Only a few schools have enrolment 

schemes. Others can be added over time as 

schools start to experience growth.

Student places being added to schools with 

localised growth.

We are assisting schools to strengthen 

governance, leadership and teaching 

capability.

New satellite 

unit at 

Rongomai 

School 

Expansion 

of existing 

satellite unit

180 primary student 

places 

371 primary student 

places 
Ongoing 

monitoring of rolls

What’s Driving Growth

Constraints on 

existing site 
capacity 

Catchment Summary

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 3,679 1,514

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

859 -107

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

180 0

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

4 0



Waitakere Rutherford Henderson: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have begun discussions about growth scenarios with schools in

West Auckland through property forums over the last several years.

Schools have a vision for how learning will be delivered in the future.

There is acknowledgement from schools that they will need to increase

in size to accommodate growth.

We will continue engaging with the Waitakere Rutherford Henderson

community to further inform our long-term plans for education provision

in this catchment.

Waitakere Rutherford Henderson’s growth story

Te Atatū Peninsula and Henderson are expected to be affected by

intensification enabled through the Auckland Unitary Plan. This will add

to pressure on school rolls over the next 10 years.

Henderson has good public transport links that will be enhanced by the

completion of the City Rail Link, leading to more frequent rail services.

Auckland Council is facilitating development projects and is upgrading

public spaces and walking and cycling links in the wider Henderson

area over the next 10 years.

Te Atatū Peninsula has seen recent investment in facility upgrades

including the library, community centre and parks, enhancing amenities

in the area. The north-western rapid transit corridor will improve access

to the city centre and Westgate. Access to Te Atatū South will be

greatly improved by the completion of the north-western rapid transit

corridor, leading to enhanced development opportunities.

Sunnyvale and Glendene suburbs have been identified in the Auckland

Plan 2050 as development areas that will benefit over time from

development in nearby suburbs, particularly following the completion of

the City Rail Link and the north-western rapid transit corridor1.

This catchment has a highly diverse student population across multiple

ethnicities, with 6% (1,569) of Auckland ESOL students located within

this catchment.

Māori medium

In this catchment, TKKM o Kotuku provides for 112 Māori medium

learners (July 2018). Māori medium facilities in this area are reaching

capacity. New housing developments indicate potential roll growth. The

Kura Kaupapa servicing this area attracts enrolments from across

Auckland. There may be options to provide additional capacity for Māori

medium education through puna reo or rumaki, either at existing schools

or new schools.

Learning Support

In this catchment, 57% of ORS-verified students attend local schools.

Provision for these students includes programmes provided by

Waitakere College and Rutherford College. Arohanui Special School is

currently based in Te Atatū with seven associated satellite units in host

schools as well as a transition programme in the community for students

aged 18-21 years.

Arohanui Special School also provides outreach teaching services to

62% of students attending local schools. Kelston Deaf Education Centre

and the Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ also provide

outreach teaching services to students who have sensory needs.

The rebuild of the satellite unit of Arohanui Special School at Flanshaw

Road School is due for completion in 2019, and the expansion and

redevelopment of the satellite unit at Rutherford Primary School is

expected to be completed by 2020. This will better position the special

school to respond to West Auckland growth.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,886 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans

underway to manage growth.

• Redevelopment needed to prepare schools for growth as

regeneration programmes get underway.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 1,886

children, we anticipate we will need to provide an additional 468 primary

and 725 secondary student places across the catchment by 20302.

Beyond 2030

Further intensification has been enabled through the Auckland Unitary

Plan. Therefore, we expect sustained growth across this catchment out

to 2048. Additional capacity at existing schools will be required, and our

ongoing monitoring of rolls and development uptake will inform decision-

making.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 14 out of 26 state schools in this

catchment.

• We are working with Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Kotuku on a change

of class application to enable students access to Māori immersion

provision at the secondary level.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected, by 2021, we anticipate we’ll

need to accommodate an additional 860 children in our local schools2.

We plan to meet this demand through a variety of responses, including

enrolment schemes.

• We will explore enrolment schemes for schools in this catchment as a

tool to manage growth in the catchment.

Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate the forecast additional 860

children, by 2021 we anticipate demand for an additional 942 primary

and 143 secondary student places to accommodate expected growth2.

1 Auckland Plan 2050

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Projections) 
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Waitakere Rutherford Henderson: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Waitakere Rutherford Henderson Catchment Plan will meet the needs of the local areas growing school population, benefiting 

approximately 11,000 - 15,250 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Learning Support

» Rebuild of the Arohanui Special School satellite unit at 

Flanshaw Road.

» Expansion and redevelopment of the Arohanui Special 

School satellite unit at Rutherford Primary School.

» Consider options for learning support provision to better 

match growth profile of West Auckland.

Māori Medium

» Māori Medium in this catchment are reaching capacity. 

Additional student places required to accommodate 

growth.

» We will explore enrolment schemes for schools in the 

catchment.

» Development likely to occur as infill housing putting pressure on rolls.  We will continue to monitor trends.

» We plan to add additional teaching space to schools at capacity. This may require site reconfiguration and ‘building up’ to 

retain green space. 

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Additional learners moving to the area

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Enrolment schemes have been implemented at 14 schools. 

Better access through improved transport services 

will drive development and families moving here, 

adding pressure to school rolls.

Parent choice influencing utilisation 

Families enrolling students in schools in central 

Auckland rather than in local schools in the 

west. 

Working with TKKM o Kotuku on their vision for Māori 

education and extension of learning to both early childhood 

and secondary level.

» Promote successes and achievement record of 

West Auckland schools. 

Satellite unit 

redevelopment 

(Rutherford 

School)

Satellite unit 

rebuild 

(Flanshaw 

Rd School)

942 primary and 143 

secondary student places 

468 primary and 725 

secondary student 

places 
Ongoing 

monitoring of rolls

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 9,506 3,240

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

1,820 926

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

942 143

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

17 3

Catchment Summary

Parent choice 

influencing 
Utilisation



Westlake Takapuna: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Significant market-led development is expected in Takapuna over the next

10 years. Ngāti Whātua is developing houses in Belmont on the Devonport

peninsula, and other parts of the wider Takapuna area will continue to

experience intensification. Panuku Development Auckland is leading a

project in the heart of Takapuna to develop a new town square with a

proposed mixed-use development of a central car park site to add

commercial, residential and open space. This is a catalyst project to

encourage subsequent market-led development.

Conversely, the far end of the Devonport peninsula has high house prices

and accessibility issues along Lake Road that constrain growth, and we

expect static rolls at primary schools in this location.

The catchment has a highly diverse student population across multiple

ethnicities with the largest proportions being European and Asian.

Approximately 3% of Auckland ESOL students are located within this

catchment area.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We expect an additional 1,568 school-aged students will need to be

accommodated in this catchment by 20302. We already have plans

underway to manage growth. Here’s how:

• We anticipate the demand for additional student places, recommended

between Bayswater School, Belmont School and Hauraki School.

• We will continue to monitor school rolls and the progression of

development across this catchment. We propose to add capacity as

required.

1 Auckland Plan 2050

2 Dev_NZ Catchment Planning Model (High Population) 

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at 15 out of 18 state schools in this

catchment. Wairau Intermediate and Bayswater Schools do not currently

need enrolment schemes. We are exploring enrolment schemes with

other schools in the catchment.

• A major redevelopment has been carried out at Takapuna Grammar

School over the last few years.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

If growth projections materialise as expected and based on the number of

available places we currently have in the catchment, by 2021, we anticipate

an additional 569 primary and 884 secondary student places will be required

to accommodate expected growth in our local schools2. We plan to meet this

demand through a variety of responses, including enrolment schemes.

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term, including:

• Planning for additional student places at Hauraki School.

• Redeveloping Bayswater School and Westlake Boys' High School.

Māori medium

There is currently no provision of Māori medium immersion programmes in

this area.

Population growth, improved transport links, housing intensification and roll

growth in English medium schools is likely to indicate there will be an

increased demand for Māori medium education. Therefore, we anticipate

new kōhanga reo and Māori medium provision offering up to 200 kura

student places. There may be options to provide additional capacity for

Māori medium education through puna reo and rumaki, either at existing

schools or new schools.

Learning Support

Half of ORS-verified students attending school in this catchment are locally

enrolled, and half are enrolled in a special school. Takapuna Grammar is a

local school providing specialist learning support which also holds funds for

Belmont Intermediate. For students enrolled in a special school, Wilson

Special School operates from a base site in this catchment and has a

primary satellite unit in close proximity. Wairau Valley Special School

operates a transition programme in the community from a base in Takapuna

for students aged 18-21 years. Wilson Special School also provides

outreach teacher services to students. Kelston Deaf Education Centre and

the Blind and Low Vision Education Network NZ also provide outreach

services to students who have sensory needs.

Future specialist learning support provision will see a new satellite unit for

Wairau Valley Special School delivered at Target Road School.

• Based on the number of available places we currently have in the

catchment, and in order to accommodate additional forecast demand, we

anticipate we will need to provide an additional 531 primary student

places across the catchment by 20302 .

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, we expect to see continuing intensification in the Takapuna

centre. Existing schools will need to either reduce out-of-zone enrolments or

additional student places may be required if they approach capacity.

In addition, an ‘urban’ type school may be required in central Takapuna

should the area fulfil its role as a Metropolitan centre with intensive

development and significant employment. A shift towards apartment living

with large numbers of children resident in the centre could trigger a new

school in later years. We will continue to monitor school rolls and the rate

of development in the catchment. This will enable us to ensure we initiate

the land acquisition process with sufficient lead-in time to deliver additional

schooling provision proactively.

Auckland Education Growth Plan engagement

We have begun discussions about growth scenarios with primary schools

affected by the Whai Rawa (Ngāti Whātua) development in Belmont

Takapuna.

In developing these plans, we have engaged extensively with the education

sector across Auckland throughout 2018. We will continue to engage with

the sector as these plans develop. Through these discussions on

infrastructure, wellbeing and student pathways, the following themes were

evident:

Workforce readiness: Respondents are seeking an increase in

collaboration with community organisations and businesses to extend

student pathways from school into the workforce.

Student transitions: Respondents are seeking a reduction in transitions

between ECE, primary, intermediate and secondary as transition difficulties

are experienced at each change. An efficient transfer of student

information between schools will allow students needs to be met as they

change schools. Respondents are seeking an examination of the zoning

system we have in place as students enrol at out-of-zone schools, rather

than using local schools. School rolls are uneven throughout the region,

with some very large secondary schools.

Outdoor activities: Respondents are seeking a strong emphasis on

providing adequate all-weather sporting and outdoor areas to manage

physical and mental health by ensuring that students have a balance of

indoor/outdoor activity and adequate space for interaction.

Health and wellbeing: Respondents are seeking enhanced wellbeing of

students and staff by enabling flexible class hours, allowing schools to be

facilities for the community, and working with the DHB-funded health

workers (counsellors, mental health support, doctors and nurses) in

contemporary, well-equipped onsite clinics in schools.

Community partnerships: Respondents are seeking partnerships with

local trusts and businesses in which they may make use of facilities such

as gyms and pools. Schools should be welcoming, safe places for the

community and the community should have access to grounds outside of

school hours.

Westlake Takapuna’s growth story

Takapuna is identified as a Metropolitan Centre in the Auckland Plan 2050.

The area has high amenity value, good transport connections via bus, and

high development potential. Urban regeneration projects are currently

being implemented and Council anticipates growth in this area will be well

underway by 20211, leading to anticipated population growth of 11,635

between 2018-20481 .
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Westlake Takapuna: Complex Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

The Westlake Takapuna Education Growth Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s growing schooling network, benefiting 

approximately 12,900 - 13,800 students over the next decade to 2030. 

Parent choice influencing utilisation

Reputation and facilities attract families living 

outside of the catchment to enrol in these 

schools as out-of-zone students, particularly 

at secondary level.

Takapuna is a strategic growth centre on the North Shore of Auckland.

Constraints on existing site capacity Additional learners moving here

Lifestyle and employment 

opportunities attract families to 

Takapuna. This is likely to 

accelerate as the centre adds 

amenities and jobs.

As growth accelerates, site 

constraints on existing school 

sites will become more evident.

Learning Support

» Satellite unit for Wairau Valley Special School at Target 

Road School.

Māori Medium

» Population growth indicates there will be an increased 

demand for Māori medium education, therefore we 

anticipate new kōhanga reo and Māori medium 

provision offering up to 200 kura student places.

» We will continue to work with schools to manage existing 

enrolment schemes over time as local development leads to in 

zone roll growth. 

» Additional student places may be required at primary schools 

as rolls grow due to increasing school age population.

Network 

solutions

» Possible new primary school required in 2032.

» Land acquisition required to establish new school. 

Potentially, subsequent stages of development to follow.
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

» No change in structure is required – pathways are 

consistent across primary, intermediate and secondary 

schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Enrolment schemes are largely in place. We are 

working with schools, as required, to make use of these 

tools to progressively restrict out-of-zone enrolments to 

make space for local students.

We are planning to provide additional student places to 

respond to demand pressures in Belmont/Takapuna.

New 

satellite unit 

(Target Rd)

Additional 569 primary 

and 884 secondary 

student places

Possible land 

acquisition for 

Takapuna metro 

primary (TBC)

Additional 531 primary 

student places

Ongoing 

monitoring of rolls

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Primary Secondary

July 2018 Roll 5,970 5,617

No. of additional students 

forecast to 2030

960 1,286

Additional places required 

to meet demand to 2021

569 884

No of schools requiring 

additional spaces by 2030

10 3

Catchment Summary
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Director’s message:

E rau rangatira mā tēnā koutou katoa

We are in the midst of dynamic change in Hamilton. The

city is experiencing very high growth and this looks set to

continue. We are excited about this next chapter of growth

and are planning now to ensure we have enough space in

our existing schools, as well as new accommodation where

it is needed.

We know that our Hamilton West community values a

strong community spirit, a healthy environment, and schools that are accessible and

provide opportunities for walking and cycling.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Hamilton West out to

2030. This growth plan complements the other growth plans for the Waikato region,

including Hamilton East, Cambridge and Te Kauwhata. The plan, like our other

Ministry growth plans, is holistic and incorporates community aspirations and

wellbeing needs, balanced with delivering equitable and excellent outcomes for all

New Zealanders.

Noho ora mai

Paula Rawiri

Hamilton West’s growth story

Hamilton West includes two of the City’s largest growth areas, Rotokauri in the

north and Peacocke in the south, as well as the city centre and existing suburbs

including the rural hinterland. Hamilton is identified as a High Growth Urban Area1,

and Hamilton City Council has been successful in securing $290 million in MBIE’s

Housing Infrastructure Fund loans. This funding will accelerate new transport and

wastewater infrastructure in the south and bring forward 3,750 new dwellings in

Peacocke by 2028 and up to 8,400 dwellings by 2048.

Infrastructure is already in place for the northern and southern ends of the

Rotokauri growth area. There are two Special Housing Areas proposed near

Rotokauri which, if approved, will fast-track more than 2,600 dwellings in the north.

Growth is also continuing through infill development, meaning the student

population is growing in existing suburbs, putting pressure on existing schools.

Stats NZ figures do not yet show the accelerated growth in Hamilton West. Council

data2 indicates Hamilton City is expected to grow from 160,000 in 2018 to 187,000

in 2030, and 210,000 by 2043. Our own projections modelled out to 2030 show an

additional 1,800 to 3,350 primary-aged students accessing local schools, even

without the fast-tracked development in both growth areas.

Recently, growth in the primary school population has been at or above the highest

growth projections. The primary school network has been experiencing growth

pressure. The secondary network has some capacity currently available but

pressure will mount as primary students move into secondary schools.

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991
2 2016 Update of Population Projections for the Waikato Region (2013-2063), University of Waikato (NIDEA)

What have we done so far?

Exploring enrolment schemes with schools in the catchment and recently

approved a scheme for the intermediate. We are monitoring the need for

schemes at all other schools as the number of students in these schools

continues to grow.

• Since 2013, $2.8 million has been spent providing additional capacity at a

number of rural schools. In Budget 18, two additional teaching spaces were

announced for Nawton Primary.

• Most of the primary school sites are reasonably well optimised. However

there may be opportunities where site redevelopment can provide more

opportunity, and we are looking into these options.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• If growth projections materialise as expected, by the early 2020s we expect

demand to exceed supply in local primary schools by about 700 student

places.

• At the primary level, this means additional provision is necessary in the short

term to accommodate this growth until a new school is opened in 2024 (at

the earliest). We are already searching for suitable land.

• We expect there to be sufficient capacity at the local secondary schools to

2021.

• We know that our rural schools will also need additional teaching space in

the next few years, although to a lesser degree, as they continue to

experience growth locally.

• We will continue to monitor school rolls and the uptake of development to

ensure a proactive response to growth is provided.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

• Acquisition is underway for two primary sites in the Rotokauri growth area.

The first is anticipated to open in 2024/2025. The second Rotokauri primary

will open when our growth monitoring indicates it is necessary. Together

these two new schools will provide sufficient capacity to meet expected

population growth to at least 2030.

• Acquisition is currently underway for two primary sites in the Peacocke area.

The first new primary school is expected to open in 2024/2025. Timing of the

second primary will depend on the uptake of growth.

• At intermediate and secondary level, growth in the Peacocke area will be met

through investment and redevelopment of the existing schools in the area to

provide an additional 1,800-2,400 student places.

• We are planning to engage with the community to determine what future

primary and secondary provision might look like across the Hamilton West

catchment.

• Beyond 2030, we expect that there will be a need for additional

provision at the secondary level in the Rotokauri area. Not only that,

significant investment will also be required at existing schools to

accommodate an additional 300 primary students from the SHA.

Beyond 2030

Growth is expected to continue beyond 2030, albeit at a slightly slower

pace. A third primary school is likely to be needed in both Rotokauri and

Peacocke. The need for additional secondary provision in the north of the

catchment will need to be reassessed. If a new secondary school is not

established, additional provision will be needed at existing secondary

level to meet demand.

Māori medium

In the Hamilton West catchment, there are seven kōhanga reo and one

puna reo providing for preschool Māori medium learning. There are

three English medium primary schools and one intermediate school

providing Māori medium education through rumaki units. These schools

have a combined immersion roll of 312 tauira enrolled across all year

levels. Hamilton West has one Y1-8 kura with a current roll of 163

tauira. There is one Y9-13 wharekura in the catchment which draws

students from across the city and beyond, with a current roll of 264

tauira.

From 2019, a designated Y7-13 special character school will offer

differentiated te reo Māori pathways for all its students including

immersion, bilingual and learning te reo as a subject. The total roll for

this school will be 212 students and include 68 immersion tauira at

Level 2.

Across wider Hamilton, we have begun work on a plan that will help

ensure children and young people with their families can access

suitable Māori language pathways. Hui will commence in 2019.

Learning Support

The provision for children who receive ORS funding in the Hamilton

West catchment is covered by Patricia Avenue School, which supports

children from the south-west, and Hamilton North School, which

supports children from the north west. Due to population pressure, both

of these schools are currently at capacity and are supported by satellite

units at Melville Primary, Melville High School, Crawshaw School and

Hamilton Junior High School.

There are also school managed learning support spaces at several

schools. All new schools will be considered for provision for learning

support space.

Hamilton West: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



Hamilton City Council has been successful in securing $290 

million in Housing Infrastructure Fund loans, bringing forward 

3,750 new dwellings in Peacocke by 2028. Three Special Housing 

Areas proposed near Rotokauri could fast-track more than 2,600 

dwellings.

The primary school network is experiencing pressure from 

significant growth. The secondary network has some capacity 

currently available but pressure will mount as primary students 

move into secondary schools.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a 

head start to meet growth in the region

Growth in the primary school population has been at or above 

the highest growth projections. Our projections show an 

additional 1,800 to 3,350 primary-aged students accessing local 

schools by 2030, even without the fast-tracked development.

» We are planning to engage with the community to 

determine what future primary and secondary provision 

might look like across the Hamilton West catchment.

» From 2019, a designated Y7-13 special character school 

will offer Māori medium education with a roll of 68 

immersion tauira at Level 2.

» Across wider Hamilton, we have begun work on a Māori 

medium strategy and will hui with the community in 2019.

» All new schools will be considered for provision for 

learning support space.

Hamilton West: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

» Explore enrolment schemes with some schools in the catchment. We will 

continue to monitor the schools as the number of students in these schools 

continues to grow.

» An additional 700 student places are required in the primary network prior to a 

new school opening in 2024.

» At intermediate and secondary level, growth will be met through investment 

and redevelopment of the existing schools in the area to provide an additional 

1,800-2,400 student places. 

» The rural schools will also need additional teaching space in the next few 

years as they continue to experience growth locally. 

» We are aiming to open one primary school in the 

Rotokauri growth area and one primary school in the 

Peacocke area by 2024/2025.

» There is likely to be need for a second additional primary 

school in Rotokauri, and a second additional primary 

school in Peacocke, however the opening dates will 

depend on the uptake of growth.

» The timing for additional secondary provision will depend 

on the pace of development in the catchment.

Establish 

New Schools

Enrolment 

Schemes

Roll 

growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Network 

solutions

Current network under pressure

More population grow than projected

Large scale residential developments 

This growth plan covers the Hamilton West area in the Waikato education region. In the Hamilton West catchment there are 34 schools: 29 state, 5 

state integrated; 15 full primary, 9 contributing primary schools, 2 intermediates, a restricted composite, 5 secondary schools, a teen parent unit 

and a special school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 13,258 students, including 761 Māori Medium students and 

207 ORS students. 

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

» Most schools in the catchment have 

enrolment schemes in place. 

» $2.8 million funded for increased capacity 

at rural schools, and two teaching spaces 

for Nawton Primary School.

» Acquisition is currently underway for two 

primary sites in the Rotokauri growth area 

and two primary sites in the Peacocke 

growth area.

» We will continue to monitor development uptake across 

the growth areas, as well as school rolls to determine 

timing for investment. 

Additional 700 student places at primary by 2023

Potential new 

primary schools in 

Rotokauri and 

Peacocke

Site 

acquisition 

for four 

primary 

sites

Potential site 

acquisition for 

future secondary 

in RotokauriPotential new primary schools in 

Rotokauri and Peacocke – timing TBC



Director’s message:

E ray rangatira mā tēnā koutou katoa

In the same way we’re seeing Hamilton West

expand, the eastern part of the city has also spread

northwards over the last decade. We have delivered

new schools to accommodate the growth as it has

developed. We know that this growth is going to go

on and we will plan to meet these challenges.

In Hamilton East, we will support our local communities to cater for this

growth through our existing local schools where we can.

As a region, we are planning now so that we have enough space in our

existing schools as well as new accommodation where it is needed. This

growth plan looks at Hamilton East and complements the other growth

plans for the Waikato region, including Hamilton West, Cambridge and Te

Kauwhata.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Hamilton East

out to 2030. This plan, like our other Ministry growth plans, will help to

deliver an education system that enables every New Zealander to achieve

and be the best they can be.

Noho ora mai

Paula Rawiri

Hamilton East’s growth story

Stats NZ projects that Hamilton City’s population will grow from 168,000 in

2018 to 198,000 in 2030, and 225,000 by 2043. Hamilton East covers a

large urban area east of the Waikato River and extends into parts of the

surrounding Waikato and Waipa Districts. The northern part of the

catchment comprises Rototuna where more than half of Hamilton’s

population growth in the last fifteen years has occurred.

There are smaller pockets of new development planned for the eastern

fringe at Greenhill (up to 1,500 dwellings) and Ruakura (800-900 dwellings).

There are also future growth areas to the north and north-east that will be

transferred into the City as more land is required. This is anticipated to

happen in the early part of the next decade – about 10 years ahead of

schedule.

The remainder of growth in this catchment is anticipated to be in more

established suburbs through infill. Council is encouraging this as the

infrastructure already exists. For us, this means we will need to

accommodate a growing student population within existing suburbs.

Growth in the primary school population has been at or above the highest

growth projections. Hamilton East primary schools are experiencing

significant pressure. The secondary network has some capacity but we

need to plan as pressure will mount as primary students move into

secondary schools.

What have we done so far?

• Most schools have enrolment schemes in place, and where they do not we

are either discussing implementing one, or there is no benefit to

implementing one, such as in some broad rural catchments.

• Seven new schools have been established in this catchment in the last

fifteen years; four of these since 2015 including two primary, one junior

high school and one senior high school. The most recent school is Te Ao

Mārama primary which opened for Term 1, 2019.

• Between 2013 and 2017, we have invested $2.7 million on nine additional

teaching spaces across the catchment. Four additional teaching spaces

were announced in Budget 18 for Fairfield Primary.

• We are currently negotiating the purchase of more land adjacent to

Horsham Downs Primary to accommodate projected roll growth.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term through a

variety of responses, including enrolment schemes and new capacity. If

growth projections materialise as expected, by the early 2020s, we expect:

• At the primary level, we will need to provide an additional 280-630 student

places in this catchment. This will mostly be at existing urban schools

where infill development has seen the schools roll increase significantly.

• To initiate the acquisition process for up to three primary school sites in the

catchment in the next 12 to 24 months.

• Stage 3 of the Rototuna Junior/Senior High to result in an additional 500

student places.

Māori medium

In the Hamilton East catchment, there are six kōhanga reo and two puna

reo providing for preschool Māori medium learning. There is one primary

and one intermediate school providing education in Māori medium through

a rumaki, both at Level 2. These schools have a combined immersion roll of

117 tauira across all year levels. There is also one secondary school

offering Māori medium at Level 2. There are two full primary kura with a

combined immersion roll of 300 tauira.

In the Hamilton East catchment, there is no secondary full immersion Māori

medium pathway for tauira, and many of these tauira travel to the

wharekura situated in Hamilton West.

Across wider Hamilton, we have begun work on a plan that will help ensure

children and young people with their families can access suitable Māori

language pathways. Hui will commence in 2019.

Learning Support

Specialist learning support facilities are available at Patricia Avenue

School, for children from the south-east, and Hamilton North School for

children from the north-east.

In Hamilton East, they are supported by satellite units at four primary

schools (including one state integrated primary), Fairfield Intermediate, and

Rototuna High School. Te Ao Mārama School, which opened in 2019, also

has a learning support satellite unit.

There are school managed learning support spaces at several schools. All

new schools will be considered for provision for learning support space.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We already have plans underway to manage growth through to 2030. Here’s

how:

• We know re-development of existing school sites will be required in the

medium term to accommodate the growth we know is coming. Master

planning is already underway at Rototuna and Fairfield Primary schools.

• We will work with all schools to agree a master planning capacity to which

each school can be re-developed.

• We expect that there will be a need for additional provision at the

secondary level in the Rototuna area sooner than anticipated due to roll

growth pressure on existing schools. Timing of this provision is now

anticipated to be required prior to 2030, however this will depend on how

fast development unfolds.

• We will continue to monitor school rolls and work with Councils to

understand the uptake of future residential growth.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 is expected to continue. It is anticipated that additional

secondary provision in the north of the catchment will be in place by 2030

however the timing of this is uncertain. As the future development areas are

incorporated within the City boundary, this will enable significant growth in

these areas. Additional schooling provision is likely to be required in these

locations.

Hamilton East: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a 

head start to meet growth in the region

» In the Hamilton East catchment, there is no secondary full 

immersion Māori medium pathway for tauira, and many of these 

tauira travel to the wharekura situated in Hamilton West. 

» For the wider Hamilton area, we have begun work on a 

Hamilton-wide Māori medium strategy and will hui with the 

community in 2019.

» Specialist learning support facilities are available at Patricia 

Avenue School, for children from the south-east, and Hamilton 

North School for children from the north-east. Due to population 

growth, both of these schools are currently at capacity. 

» All new schools will be considered for provision for learning 

support space. 

Hamilton East: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Establish 

New 

Schools

Enrolment 

Zones

Roll 

growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Site 

Acquisition

This growth plan covers the Hamilton East area in the Waikato education region. In the Hamilton East catchment there are 41 schools; 31 state, 6 

state integrated, and 4 private schools; 10 full primary, 16 contributing primary schools, 2 intermediates, a restricted composite, 2 composite, 9 

secondary schools, and a special school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 20,779 students, including 457 Māori 

Medium students and 313 ORS students. 

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

» Significant population growth has occurred in the 

last few years in previously undeveloped land in 

the north, and infill growth in the existing older 

suburbs.  This is expected to continue putting 

pressure on network.

» Changes to the city’s boundaries are planned to 

occur sooner than anticipated bringing forward 

development in the east.  We expect further land 

acquisition might be necessary to accommodate 

this.

» The primary schools in Hamilton East are 

experiencing pressure from significant growth.  

The secondary network is expected to exceed 

capacity in the next three years. 

» Most schools have enrolment schemes in 

place where they need one.  Exploring 

enrolment schemes with some schools in the 

catchment 

» Funded 13 teaching spaces since 2013. We 

are looking for more land adjacent to 

Horsham Downs Primary school to 

accommodate roll growth.

Population growth 

Current network at capacity

Council re-zoning ahead of schedule

» Opened four new schools since 2015, the 

most recent being Te Ao Mārama primary 

school which opened in Term 1, 2019.

» Site acquisition process to be initiated in the next 1-2 

years for up to three new primary school sites, with 

these schools opening as monitoring determines.

» Further secondary school provision will be needed in 

Rototuna sooner than anticipated, with site acquisition 

required in the short-term.  

» Between 280-630 additional student places in the 

primary network are needed in the next three years to 

accommodate roll growth in existing schools as a 

result of infill development.

» Expansion at Rototuna Junior/Senior High will add 

500 student places at secondary level.

» New primary school (Te Ao Mārama) opened in 2019.

» New primary and secondary provision likely to be 

required sooner than expected due to roll growth 

pressure on existing schools.

» Explore enrolment schemes and changes with some 

schools in this catchment.

» Enrolment schemes will be amended as new schools 

are established.

280-630 additional primary student places

Potential site 

acquisition for 

up to three 

primary and 

one secondary 

site

Te Ao 

Mārama 

opens

Rototuna 

Jnr/Snr High 

expansion

500 student 

places
Opening of further new 

primary schools – timing 

TBC

Stage 2 Te Āo 

Marama 

300 student places

Potential new primary 

(Rototuna #2)

500 student places

Potential new 

secondary provision 

(Rototuna)



Director’s message:

E rau rangatira mā tēnā koutou katoa. The entire

Waikato region has been experiencing significant

growth over the last decade. Cambridge, while

traditionally a rural town, is now subject to the same

pressures from urban growth that we have seen in

Hamilton for some time. There is no sign of this

growth slowing down either. While growth is exciting, it

also comes with its challenges.

We are planning now to tackle the growth we expect to see and to ensure we

have enough space in our schools for our students. This growth plan looks at

Cambridge, southeast of Hamilton, and seeks to complement the other growth

plans for the Waikato region, including Hamilton West and Te Kauwhata.

We know what is important for our Cambridge community. They have told us

they value the natural environment and green space, the history and character

of the town, and schools that are accessible and provide opportunities for

walking and cycling.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Cambridge out to

2030. The plan, like our other Ministry growth plans, is holistic and

incorporates community aspirations, wellbeing considerations and needs

balanced with delivering equitable and excellent outcomes for all New

Zealanders.

Noho ora mai

Paula Rawiri

Cambridge: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

1 A combined growth strategy for Hamilton City, and Waikato and Waipa Districts.
2 ‘Waipa 2050 Growth Strategy’, (October 2017)
3 ‘Cambridge Area Report’, (September2017)

Cambridge’s growth story

Cambridge has been earmarked as a priority growth area for the Waikato

region through the FutureProof Strategy1. Since 2009, growth in Cambridge

has surpassed expectations, and has now prompted a review of the District’s

growth strategy.

Greenfields development on the northwest periphery of the town is underway.

Council already has the infrastructure in the ground, and is currently re-zoning

additional residential land.

Statistics NZ projections show some growth in the Cambridge catchment.

Layering the Stats NZ data with our local knowledge and insights, including

Council data indicates an additional 7,100 people in Cambridge by 2027, and

a doubling in size by 2050 to a population of 30,0002. This means an

additional 400-600 primary students and 500-1,000 secondary students will

need to be accommodated in the urban network by 20313.

While the wider area is serviced by both rural schools and urban schools, it is

the urban schools that are facing considerable pressure. Recently, growth in

the Y1-6 population has been at or above the highest growth projections. The

urban primary schools have had to managing growth in primary and

secondary has been challenging over the past five years.

What have we done so far?

• We have been working with the school leadership in Cambridge for the last

two years, both as a collective and as individual schools, on the strategies

that can help manage the growth. All of the primary schools in Cambridge

have enrolment schemes in place, as does the High School. We are

exploring an enrolment scheme with another school.

• The primary school sites in town are reasonably well optimised, with limited

options to add significant new capacity.

• Two additional teaching spaces for Cambridge East Primary ($1 million)

are currently under construction. Additional teaching space provision ($9

million) for Cambridge High School is due to be constructed this year. The

redevelopment will add 150 student places to the secondary network.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• By 2021, we anticipate that capacity will need to be increased to

accommodate an additional 140 student places in the primary network, a

further 70 places at intermediate level, and about 270 student places in the

secondary network.

• We know that the Middle School has already reached capacity and

additional provision is required to meet the primary cohort coming through.

At the primary level, both temporary and permanent accommodation is

expected to be required in the next two Budget rounds to accommodate

growth until a new school is opened in 2023 (at the earliest).

• But it’s not just the schools in town that will grow. We expect that some of

the rural schools close to where the planned growth is will also need new

capital to increase capacity in the catchment.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

By 2031, we expect an additional 400-600 primary and 500-1,000 secondary

students within the catchment. Here’s how we’re planning for this growth:

• Acquisition for a new primary school site on the western side of Cambridge

is currently underway. This may be a new primary school, or a relocation

and expansion of the existing Hautapu School.

• We are planning to engage with the community later this year to determine

what future primary and secondary provision might look like.

Māori medium

In the Cambridge catchment, there are two kōhanga reo and one Y1-8

kura. There are 93 tauira enrolled at the kura. There is no provision for

Māori medium beyond Y8 in the Cambridge catchment.

There is currently no network strategy in this area to support seamless

provision of total immersion schooling from kōhanga reo to wharekura.

We are beginning to look at a plan for Hamilton City that might provide

direction for the Cambridge area.

Learning Support

The provision for children who receive ORS funding in the Cambridge

catchment is limited. Currently those children enrolled with Patricia

Avenue School in Hamilton require transport out of Cambridge for their

primary schooling years. Cambridge Middle School is the only school in

the catchment that hosts a satellite unit of Patricia Avenue School, and

they support children from Y7-10. There are school managed learning

support spaces at several other schools including Cambridge High

School.

All new schools will be considered for provision for learning support

space.

• We will engage with the Kāhui Ako and wider community in relation to

community preferences and governance for any new schools.

• Significant investment will be required at secondary level between now

and 2030. Early discussions are underway with both schools on a range

of options. We are also looking to partner with Council for shared use of

adjacent reserve land.

• We will continue to monitor rolls and collaborate with Waipa District

Council to understand the uptake of future residential growth to ensure

a proactive response to growth is provided;

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, the student population in the Cambridge catchment is

anticipated to grow at a slightly slower rate. Long-term Council projections

indicate that the same amount of growth is expected between 2027 and

2050 as is likely between 2018 and 2027.

Site acquisition undertaken to 2021 is anticipated to provide adequate

schooling provision to 2043, however further capital expenditure for

acquisition could be required post-2030 if the quantum of growth is higher

than anticipated.



Cambridge: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region
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What’s influencing the Growth Plan

This growth plan covers the Cambridge area in the Waikato education region. In the Cambridge catchment there are 15 schools: 13 state, a state 

integrated, and a private school; 6 contributing primary schools, 6 full primary, a restricted composite, and 2 secondary schools. As at July 2018, 

this catchment had a combined school roll of 5,592 students, including 77 students in Māori Medium education and 41 ORS students. 

Growth Plan to 2030

» In Cambridge, there is no provision for Māori medium 

education beyond Y8. 

» We are beginning work on a Hamilton City strategy for 

Māori medium that will provide direction for the 

Cambridge area.

» Specialist learning support facilities for primary-aged 

children are only available at Patricia Avenue School, 

meaning these learners must transport out of Cambridge 

for this education.  

» Cambridge Middle School hosts a satellite of Patricia 

Avenue School for Y7-10 students.

» All new schools will be considered for provision for 

learning support space. 

» Local schools in established areas have been 

under increasing pressure from growth in the 

primary-aged population has been at or above 

highest growth projections.

» Primary school sites are well optimised with 

limited opportunities for expansion.  This 

challenge underpins our strategic plan for this 

catchment.

» The primary schools in Cambridge have 

experienced pressure on their capacity since at 

least 2014.  Pressure on the secondary network 

will continue to mount as primary students move 

into secondary. 

» Enrolment schemes are in place at most of 

the schools in this catchment.  We are 

exploring enrolment schemes with schools, as 

well as monitoring the rolls of other schools. 

» Funded two teaching spaces at Cambridge 

East primary, and $9 million for Cambridge 

High School redevelopment and capacity 

increase.

Population growth 

Current network will reach full capacity

Existing site constraints

» We are looking for a site for additional primary 

school provision in the west of the catchment.

140 additional student places at primary by 2021

70 additional student places at intermediate by 2021

270 additional student places at secondary by 2021

Acquire 

new 

primary site

Discussion on 

secondary 

schooling options

Potential new 

primary 

school

» Acquire new site for primary and assess whether this 

becomes a new primary school in west Cambridge, or a 

relocation of the existing Hautapu School.

» Develop and consider options with the Cambridge 

community for how secondary schooling could be structured 

in the future, 

» Permanent and temporary accommodation is required at the 

primary and intermediate level to accommodate roll growth 

in the immediate term to accommodate growth until a new 

school is opened in 2023 (at the earliest).

» An additional 270 student places in the secondary network 

also need to be accommodated prior to 2021.

» We will explore implementing and amending enrolment 

schemes as necessary as part of establishing  the new 

primary school, and once the future provision of secondary 

schooling is determined.

2019 2022 2030



Director’s message:

E rau rangatira mā tēnā koutou katoa. The

northern Waikato region has been experiencing

significant growth over the last decade. The

majority of this growth has been in the main

centres, mostly in Hamilton. However, growth has

also started to expand out of the main centres, into

traditionally small rural towns such as Cambridge

and Te Kauwhata. This growth looks set to

continue in the decade ahead.

We are planning now to meet the school age population growth in the area

to ensure we have enough space in our local schools for our local

students. This growth plan looks at Te Kauwhata, a town north of Hamilton

and seeks to complement the other growth plans for the Waikato region

including Hamilton East, Hamilton West and Cambridge.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Te Kauwhata

out to 2030. The plan, like our other Ministry growth plans, takes a holistic

look at growth and our existing schooling catchments, while also taking

account of community aspirations and need. We are also acutely aware of

the need to maintain our role as stewards of the education system for all

New Zealanders and that we use our taxpayer funding wisely.

Noho ora mai

Paula Rawiri

Te Kauwhata’s growth story

Historically, growth in Te Kauwhata has been steady, with sufficient

capacity within the local school catchment able to accommodate

demand. However, we know that this is about to change.

Te Kauwhata is earmarked as a priority growth area for the north

Waikato / south Auckland area through the region’s FutureProof

Strategy. Re-zoning of 132 hectares of rural land for residential

development has recently been approved. Also, the Waikato District

Council has been successful in securing $38 million in MBIE’s Housing

Infrastructure Fund loans to fund new infrastructure associated with this

development.

The current funded capacity of the town’s primary school network is 370

student places. The current capacity of the town’s secondary school

network is 524 student places.

Stats NZ figures are yet to capture projected growth in Te Kauwhata.

The local council data indicates a six-fold increase in the population of

Te Kauwhata to around 11,000 by 2045. Our own projections modelled

out to 2035 expect us to see an additional 1,600-1,850 students

accessing local schools.

Māori medium

Within the Te Kauwhata catchment, there is one kōhanga reo. Beyond

kōhanga, there is no pathway for Māori medium education in Te

Kauwhata. The nearest Māori medium options are Rangiriri for Y1-8, and

Huntly for Y9-13 tauira.

There is no Māori medium network strategy in the Waikato to support

seamless provision of total immersion schooling from kōhanga reo to

wharekura. We are beginning to look at a strategy for Hamilton City that

might provide direction for the Te Kauwhata area. Our intention is to

consult and develop an appropriate strategy for Te Kauwhata in order to

provide a response to the demand in the area.

Learning Support

There is currently no specialist Learning Support space in the Te

Kauwhata catchment area for ORS-funded children. Learning support

needs for students are managed by the schools at primary school level.

Secondary students travel to Parkside School in Pukekohe for their

schooling. Tō Tātou Tere Haerenga – Our Journey Kāhui Ako are actively

seeking to implement the new Learning Support model in order to continue

to deliver positive learning outcomes for children who have additional

learning needs.

All new schools will be considered for provision for learning support space.

• We expect that one to two additional primary schools will need to be

established in the second half of the decade.

• Continue to collaborate with the Kāhui Ako and wider community in

relation to community preferences and governance for new schools.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, growth is expected to continue at a slightly slower rate.

Long-term Council projections for the Te Kauwhata township in 2045

indicate around 1,100 Y1-6 students and about 1,100 Y7-13 students.

However, this is an underestimate of projected rolls as both the primary

and secondary schools cover an area larger than the town itself. The site

acquisition currently underway is anticipated to provide adequate

schooling provision to 2043.

What have we done so far?

• Four additional teaching spaces have been funded through Budget 18, with

two temporary classrooms required to fill a gap while these classrooms are

built.

• An enrolment scheme is already in place at the primary school. The site is

well optimised, with limited options to add new capacity. The addition of four

teaching spaces will see it reach its optimum site potential.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

By 2021, we forecast an additional 150-250 students in the primary network.

• We will work with schools to implement enrolment schemes to manage

population growth and enrolments in the short term.

• We expect that additional teaching space for the primary school will be

needed to temporarily accommodate an extra 200-300 students prior to a

new school opening. We are looking for opportunities to partner with local

councils, including use of a reserve as playing fields in the short-term while

temporary classrooms are placed on the school site.

• Site acquisition for two new primary schools in Te Kauwhata is underway. A

new primary school could be built there within six to 10 years; by 2023 at

the earliest. We are planning to engage with the community later this year

to determine how these two new primary schools will look.

• We will also need to expand Te Kauwhata College as the primary-aged

cohort moves through into secondary schooling. We plan to do this by re-

developing the school to increase the capacity to 1,200 student places and

early master planning discussions are already underway with the school.

• It’s not just the schools in town that will grow either. We expect that some

of the rural schools close to where the planned growth is will need

additional teaching space in the next few years too.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Network analysis suggests that additional demand will be in the order of 800-

900 primary student places and 820-950 secondary student places by 2035.

We are planning now to accommodate this growth:

• We will continue to monitor school rolls and the uptake of future residential

growth to ensure a proactive response to growth is provided.

Te Kauwhata: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030
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Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start 

to meet growth in the region

Te Kauwhata: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

This growth plan covers the Te Kauwhata area in the Waikato education region. In the Te Kauwhata catchment there are 5 state schools including: 

3 contributing primary, a full primary, and a secondary school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 863 students, 

including 17 students enrolled in Māori Medium education and 3 ORS students. 

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Growth is expected in Te Kauwhata as part of the Auckland to 

Hamilton Corridor Strategy.  Waipa District Council (WDC) has 

recently re-zoned 132 hectares of rural land for residential 

development.  WDC has secured $38 million in HIF loans to fund 

infrastructure associated with this development.

The primary school has reached its current capacity,  

Additional teaching spaces will see the site reach its optimum 

potential. The secondary network has some capacity currently 

available.

Council projections anticipate a six-fold increase in the town’s 

population to around 11,000 by 2045.  By 2035, we forecast 

this could mean an additional 1,600-1,850 students accessing 

local schools.

Current network will reach full capacity

More population grow than projected

Large scale residential developments 

» Enrolment schemes in place at Te 

Kauwhata Primary School, and 

Waerenga School.

» Four additional teaching spaces funded 

for the primary school, with two 

temporary spaces in place while these 

are built.

» Acquisition is currently underway for 

two primary sites in Te Kauwhata.

» We will work with schools to implement enrolment schemes 

where they are necessary to manage growth and out-of-zone 

enrolments.

Hui with 

community

Acquisition 

of two 

sites

» Provision for an additional 150-250 student places is required 

in the primary network by 2021.
» We know that  we need more space in the primary network.  

We expect at least one new school will need to be established.

» We plan to re-develop and expand Te Kauwhata College to 

increase the capacity to 1,200 student places.  Early master 

planning discussions are already underway with the school.

Re-development 

of college
Potential 

new primary 

school

150-250 additional student places required by 2021

» There is no pathway for Māori medium 

education in Te Kauwhata beyond kōhanga reo.

» There is no specialist Learning Support 

provision in Te Kauwhata.  Learning support 

needs for primary students are managed by the 

primary schools.  Secondary students travel to 

Parkside School in Pukekohe for their 

schooling.  

» All new schools will be considered for provision 

for Learning Support space.

Potential new primary 

school – timing TBC



This page is intentionally blank

31/10/2018 - Version 1



BAY OF PLENTY -

WAIARIKI



Director’s message:

Tauranga City is one of the fastest growing urban areas

in the country. This is an exciting time for everyone who

has a part to play in planning for this growth.

We are proud of the strong Kāhui Ako we have in the

Otumoetai area and the leadership they are showing,

especially in delivering learning support. Our Otumoetai

community tells us that high quality learning

environments, local options for schooling, and strong

community ties are all important to them.

We are also proud to partner with local Councils, NZTA and the DHB to

develop livable communities. We are collaborating with our partners to ensure

new and existing communities are focused on improving wellbeing for

everyone within them.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Otumoetai out to

2030. This growth plan complements the other local growth plans for Tauranga

and Papamoa. We’re committed to ensuring that the educational needs of

every child in New Zealand are met, and this plan shows how we will do that.

Ia manuia,

Ezra Schuster

Otumoetai’s growth story

The Otumoetai catchment is characterised by the older established suburbs of

western Tauranga, new development in the Bethlehem area that is now almost

complete, and the northern corridor that extends beyond the City boundary

towards Omokoroa.

Local schools in established areas have been under increasing pressure as the

demographics of these neighbourhoods change to include more families with

school-age children.

Council is planning for new development in Omokoroa to accommodate a

quadrupling of the population to 10,000 by 20431.

The remainder of the catchment is expected to increase from 36,000 in 2018 to

57,000 by 2043. We know that there will be an increasingly ageing population,

however the number of young people will grow, including Māori.

The Otumoetai network is nearly at capacity. Both the primary and secondary

networks are expected to experience increased pressure in 2019 and growth is

expected to continue. Pressure on the secondary network will continue to

mount as primary students move into secondary.

Most urban schools are on small sites with limited opportunities for expansion.

This challenge underpins our strategic plan for the Otumoetai catchment.

1 Tauranga City Population and household projection review 2017, NIDEA
2,3 SNZ Population Projections 2017 release, v2, 5-17yr olds (High and Medium scenarios)

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at all of the schools in this catchment,

apart from the kura and two primary schools. We are exploring

enrolment schemes with schools as a tool to manage growth.

• Te Wharekura o Mauao (Y7-13) opened in 2012, with Stage 2 in 2015.

• We have approved an increase of 120 students in the maximum roll at

Bethlehem College in 2018 to cater for students from Rotorua.

• Allocated roll growth funding for 15 classrooms at primary level.

• Funded $47 million to redevelop Otumoetai College.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

We’re planning now to accommodate growth in the short-term, including:

• Planning for an additional 520 student places by 2021;

• Assessing a vacant Ministry site to assess suitability for schooling, and

the potential relocation (and expansion) of a nearby school onto this site;

• Acquiring sites for a primary and secondary site in Omokoroa to ensure

that we have land available in the future should additional provision be

required. The timing of any new school will be informed by ongoing

monitoring of rolls and capacity, and a review of existing enrolment

scheme boundaries.

• Considering an opportunity to support Māori medium pathways by

providing specialist technology space at the wharekura.

• Working with schools to consider a master planning capacity to which

each school can be re-developed.

By 2021, we anticipate capacity will need to be increased to accommodate

an additional 120-290 students across the network2. Monitoring school rolls

and utilisation are crucial tools we are using to trigger responses to this

growth.

Māori medium

In the Otumoetai catchment, there are six kōhanga reo, one full primary kura,

and one wharekura. As at July 2017, the kura had a combined immersion roll

of 229 tauira, while there are also 154 tauira enrolled in Māori medium at the

three rumaki classes in local contributing schools. About 58 tauira from within

the Otumoetai catchment also travel outside the catchment to attend Māori

immersion education. The Otumoetai catchment provides a clear pathway for

tauira from rumaki to Te Wharekura o Mauao.

While there is no formal Māori medium network strategy in place, we plan to

develop a Tauranga-wide Māori medium strategy to establish the demand and

preference for delivering education in the Māori medium.

Ngāi Te Rangi and Ngāti Ranginui have been engaging with the Kāhui Ako

over the past decade. They have developed learning hubs and mentoring

programmes for rangatahi in both literacy and numeracy. They also have a

successful track record of assisting Māori students to achieve NCEA L2 and

beyond. These two iwi work across Tauranga Moana as a collective, which

also includes Ngāti Pukenga.

Learning Support

The Otumoetai Kāhui Ako is leading the way in delivering positive learning

support outcomes. A strong collaborative ethic within the Kāhui Ako has

enabled better facilitation and sharing of data, identification of trends and

management responses, practice changes, and the development of a

register that captures one plan for each child through their education

pathway.

Brookfield Primary is the only school in the catchment that hosts a satellite

unit of Tauranga Special School. There are school-managed learning

support spaces at several schools, and any new schools will be built with

provision for learning support space. The Board will then decide whether this

will be a satellite or Board-managed space.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

• We are planning now to accommodate a further 330-1,000 students by

20303. By implementing the responses we are working on now, and

timely delivery of new capacity where it is needed, we expect that we

can accommodate this growth adequately. New schools in Omokoroa

are anticipated to be required towards the latter part of the decade,

which will accommodate anticipated growth on the Omokoroa peninsula.

• We will continue to collaborate with our liveable communities partners to

understand the uptake of future residential growth in the Otumoetai

catchment.

• We will also explore the opportunity for a comprehensive review of

enrolment scheme boundaries prior to opening the relocated school, to

ensure efficient utilisation of existing infrastructure.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, growth in the school-age population of Otumoetai will continue

but at a slower rate. We expect there will be a need for additional capacity at

existing primary and secondary schools within the catchment. The timing and

location of this additional capacity will be informed by ongoing monitoring and

the master planning currently underway.

Otumoetai
New Zealand Education Growth Plan 2020 - 2030
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» Local schools in established areas have been under 

increasing pressure as the demographics of these 

neighbourhoods change to include more families with 

school-age children. 

» Most urban schools are on small sites with limited 

opportunities for expansion. This challenge underpins our 

strategic plan for this catchment.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a 

head start to meet growth in the region

» The Otumoetai network is under pressure from roll growth. 

Both the primary and secondary networks are expected to 

reach capacity in 2019 and growth is expected to continue. 

Pressure on the secondary network will continue to mount as 

primary students move into secondary. 

» Enrolment schemes are in place at all of the 

schools in this catchment, apart from the kura 

and two primary schools. We are exploring 

enrolment schemes with schools.

» Te Wharekura o Mauao (Y7-13) opened in 

2012, with Stage 2 in 2015.

» Funded $47 million to redevelop Otumoetai 

College.

» Considering an opportunity to support Māori medium 

pathways by providing specialist technology space at Te 

Wharekura o Mauao.

» While there is no formal Māori Medium network strategy 

in place, we plan to develop a Tauranga-wide Māori 

Medium strategy to establish the demand and 

preference for delivering education in the Māori medium. 

» Any new schools will be built with provision for learning 

support space. The Board will then decide whether this 

will be a satellite or Board-managed space.

» Enrolment schemes are in place at all of the schools in this 

catchment, apart from the kura and two primary schools. We are 

exploring enrolment schemes or amendments with schools. 

» We will also explore the opportunity for a comprehensive review 

of enrolment scheme boundaries prior to opening the relocated 

school, to ensure efficient utilisation of existing infrastructure.

» Most urban schools are on small sites with limited 

opportunities for expansion. This challenge underpins our 

strategic plan for this catchment.

» Fifteen roll growth classrooms have recently been funded.  We 

are planning now to accommodate the increase in population 

through additional teaching space provision.

Network 

solutions

» Acquiring land in Omokoroa to ensure that we have land 

available in the future should additional provision be 

required. 

» The timing of any new school will be informed by ongoing 

monitoring of rolls and capacity, and a review of existing 

enrolment scheme boundaries. 

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

375 student 

places

Expanding

Provision Type

Demographic changes

Current network will reach full capacity

Existing site constraints

175 student places Potential relocation/expansion 

of primary school

120-290 additional students in 

catchment

Potential new primary school 

(Omokoroa) Stage 1 

500 student places

Potential new secondary 

school (Omokoroa),

1,000 student places

Further 330-1,000 

students in catchment

» Collaborate with Tauranga City and our liveable communities 

partners to understand the uptake of future residential growth 

and provide a proactive response to growth

» Assessing a vacant Ministry site to assess suitability for 

schooling, and the potential relocation (and expansion) of an 

existing school onto the site.

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

This growth plan covers the Otumoetai and Omokoroa area of Tauranga City in the Bay of Plenty - Waiariki education region. In the Otumoetai 

catchment there are 16 schools including: 15 state schools and a state integrated school; 7 contributing, 5 full primary, an intermediate, a

composite, and 2 secondary schools. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 8,363 students, including 409 Māori Medium 

students and 56 ORS students. 

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Otumoetai
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Acquisition of land 

in Omokoroa



Papamoa: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Papamoa’s growth story

In the last 20 years, Tauranga has grown by nearly 50,000 people. Tauranga

City is identified as a High Growth Urban Area1, and Council has secured $158

million in MBIE’s Housing Infrastructure Fund to invest in new water and

wastewater infrastructure across the city. This infrastructure will accelerate

development of 35,000 dwellings across Tauranga City.

In Papamoa, eight Special Housing Areas have been approved since 2016, fast-

tracking about 2,750 dwellings. Amongst the existing residential area, there are

also smaller pockets of undeveloped land which are rapidly being turned into

housing. This places pressure on the existing local schools. Further to the east,

Te Tumu is a greenfields area anticipated to open from 2021 which will see

another 15,000 people living in Papamoa East. This will require significant

investment in additional schooling provision to accommodate the anticipated

school age population.

Both the primary and secondary network reached capacity in 2017 and this

growth is expected to continue. Temporary classrooms have been provided at

Papamoa College while permanent capacity is delivered. Pressure on the

secondary network will continue to mount as primary students move into

secondary.

Director’s message:

Tauranga City has been one of the fastest growing

urban areas in the country for decades. Nowhere is this

more evident than in Papamoa where the population

has exploded in recent years. Successfully

accommodating more people has a cost, but also

exciting potential. We want to champion the

opportunities that this growth presents and help to build

a great city in which to live, work and play.

Our Papamoa community has told us that this is

important to them, as is being able to access local schools, the outdoors

lifestyle and enjoy a strong community spirit. As a region, we are planning now

so that we have enough space in our existing schools as well as providing

more space where it is needed. This growth plan focuses on Papamoa and

complements the other local growth plans for Tauranga and Otumoetai.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for Papamoa out to

2030. We’re committed to delivering accessible and equitable education for all

our tamariki, and this plan shows how we will do that.

Ia manuia,

Ezra Schuster

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991
2 SNZ Population Projections 2017 release, v2, 5-17yr olds

Māori medium

In the Papamoa catchment, there is one kōhanga reo, one full primary kura,

and one composite kura. As at July 2017, the kura had a combined immersion

roll of 220 tauira. The composite kura has been operating from a temporary

location since 2009 and acquisition for a permanent site (possibly outside of

this catchment) is underway. About 26 tauira from within the Papamoa

catchment also travel outside the catchment to attend Māori immersion

education. The pathway for rumaki students to progress to Māori medium

secondary is to attend Te Wharekura o Mauao in Bethlehem. This wharekura

draws tamariki from across Tauranga Moana.

We are currently in discussions with a provider about the establishment of a

puna reo and bilingual wharekura in this catchment.

There is no Māori medium network strategy for this area and the development

of kura and mixed medium schools has been ad hoc. As a result, we are

initiating a Māori medium strategy for Tauranga Moana.

Ngā Pōtiki-ā-Tamapahore has been engaging with rangatahi and mokopuna

of the Pāpāmoa region for quite some time. They are proactive across the

catchment and lead various educational programmes, support primary

students in Literacy and Numeracy, and senior secondary students achieve

NCEA L2. Ngā Pōtiki have built a strong partnership with Kura, Kāhui Ako and

businesses throughout Pāpāmoa.

Learning Support

Papamoa College is the only school in the catchment that hosts a satellite of

Tauranga Special School having a roll of 18. There are school-managed

learning support spaces at several primary schools. All new schools will be

built with provision for learning support space with the Board deciding whether

this will be a satellite or Board-managed space.

What have we done so far?

• Enrolment schemes are in place at all of the schools in this catchment, apart

from the kura. Therefore, there is limited opportunity for non-property

responses to accommodate future growth.

• A new Y1-6 primary and Y7-13 secondary school were both opened in 2011,

at the same time as we reduced year levels at a full primary. In 2018, we

began the decapitation of the last full primary school in the network to address

the pressure for space for Y1-6 students.

• In recent years, there has also been investment in the redevelopment of three

of the primary schools in the area, as a result of ageing infrastructure and

weather-tight issues.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

By 2021, if our growth projections materialise, we expect there will be an

additional 1,000 students in the local school network. We plan to meet this

demand in a number of ways:

• $4 million to deliver the final building stage of Golden Sands Primary, adding

at least another 150 student places, and $21 million to establish a new primary

school opening in 2021 (at the earliest) for at least 650 students.

• Temporary primary accommodation is required in the immediate term to

accommodate growth prior to the opening of the new primary school.

• Planning for the final building stages of Papamoa College to a maximum roll of

2,000 is underway.

As well as the above, we will continue to:

• Collaborate with Tauranga City and other MOU partners to understand the

uptake of future residential growth and provide a proactive response to growth;

• Monitor how school rolls are tracking compared to capacity.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We are planning now to accommodate a further 485 - 1,080 students by 20302.

We already have plans underway to manage this growth.

• A site acquisition process is underway as we look for another primary school

site in the east of the catchment.

• Working with schools to look at master planning capacity.

• Consider whether new primary provision could include Y7-8 level to enable

better utilisation of the network in the interim.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, growth in Papamoa will be concentrated in the Te Tumu area

as the existing urban area fills up. We expect to acquire land for a further two

primary and one secondary school in the catchment beyond 2030. The timing

of this will depend on how fast development unfolds.



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

» In Papamoa, eight Special Housing Areas have been approved 

since 2016, fast-tracking about 2,750 dwellings. Amongst the 

existing residential area, there are also smaller pockets of 

undeveloped land which are rapidly being turned into housing. 

This places pressure on the existing local schools.

» Both the primary and secondary network reached capacity in 

2017 and this growth is expected to continue. Temporary 

classrooms have been provided at the College while permanent 

capacity is delivered. Pressure on the secondary network will 

continue to mount as primary students move into secondary. 

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a 

head start to meet growth in the region

» Further to the east, Te Tumu is a greenfields area 

anticipated to open from 2021 which will see another 15,000 

people living in Papamoa East. This will require significant 

investment in additional schooling provision to accommodate 

the anticipated school age population. 

» Enrolment schemes are in place at all of the 

schools in this catchment, apart from the kura. 

Therefore, there is limited opportunity for non-

property responses to accommodate future 

growth.

» A new Y1-6 primary and Y7-13 secondary 

school were both opened in 2011, at the 

same time as a full primary changed to a 

contributing primary. 

» In recent years, there has also been 

investment in the redevelopment of three of 

the primary schools in the area, as a result of 

ageing infrastructure and weather-tight issues. 

» In the Papamoa catchment, there is one kōhanga reo, one full primary kura, and one 

composite kura. The composite kura has been operating from a temporary location since 2009 

and acquisition for a permanent site (possibly outside of this catchment) is currently underway. 

» There is no Māori Medium network strategy for this area and the development of kura and 

mixed medium schools has been ad hoc. We are initiating a Māori Medium strategy for 

Tauranga Moana. 

» All new schools will be built with provision for learning support space with the Board deciding 

whether this will be a satellite or Board-managed space.

Papamoa: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

» All schools in Papamoa are currently 

zoned. 

» The new school in Te Okuroa Drive will 

have an enrolment zone and nearby 

school zones will need re-configuring to 

best manage the student population.

» Temporary primary accommodation is 

required in the immediate term to 

accommodate growth prior to the 

opening of the new primary school.

» There is limited opportunity for non-property responses 

to accommodate future growth.

» Consider whether new primary provision could include 

Y7-8 level to enable better utilisation of the network in 

the interim.Network 

restructure

» 2019 - Final building stage of Golden Sands Primary   

to add another 150 student places.

» Planning for the final building stages of Papamoa 

College is underway.

» 2021 (at the earliest) - Te Okuroa Drive primary opens 

for 400 students.
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(Te Okuroa Drive)
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the local school network

A further 485-

1,080 students 
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Expanding
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» A site acquisition process is underway as we look for another site in the east of the 

catchment.

» We anticipate the land acquisition process for up to additional two primary sites and one 

secondary site will need to be initiated prior to 2030 for opening post-2030.

We expect to acquire land for a further two primary and one secondary school in the Te 

Tumu area beyond 2030. The timing of this will depend on how fast development unfolds.

This growth plan covers the Papamoa suburb of Tauranga City in the Bay of Plenty - Waiariki education region. In the Papamoa catchment, there 

are 7 state schools including: 4 contributing schools, a full primary school, a composite school, and a secondary school. As at July 2018, this 

catchment had a combined school roll of 4,022 students, including 216 Māori Medium students and 28 ORS students. 

Large scale residential developments 

Population explosion

Current network at full capacity

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Additional primary 

site acquired

Master 

planning for 

schools

Potential new 

primary school 

(Papamoa East #2)

650 student places

Potential new 

secondary 

(Papamoa 

East)

Availability of 

appropriate land 

sites 



Director’s message:

Tauranga is growing and the established urban areas of

the city are filling up fast as demographics change and

infill housing increases. While this is an exciting time for

Tauranga, it is also putting our existing schools under

pressure. As a region, we are planning now so that we

have enough space in our existing schools as well as

providing more space where it is needed.

The Tauranga peninsula has a strong Kāhui Ako for both

mainstream and Tauranga Moana kura. We know that

we need to accommodate growth in these communities of learning. We want to

do that in a way that supports our Kāhui Ako to keep delivering excellent

education outcomes.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for central and southern Tauranga

out to 2030. This growth plan focuses on Tauranga and complements the other

local growth plans for Papamoa and Otumoetai. We’re committed to supporting

the wellbeing of our tamariki and ensuring they have every opportunity to access

an equitable education and achieve to their full potential, and this plan shows

how we will deliver on that.

Ia manuia,

Ezra Schuster

1 Partnership between Bay of Plenty Regional Council, Tauranga City Council, Western Bay of Plenty District, NZTA and tangata whenua to deliver a spatial plan for managing growth in the Bay of Plenty. 
2 http://econtent.tauranga.govt.nz/data/bigfiles/committee_meetings/2017/march/agen_council_28mar2017_attachment_e_dc55.pdf
3 Statistics NZ population projections, 5-17yr olds, 2013 base

Tauranga’s growth story

Tauranga has grown by nearly 50,000 people in the last two decades and this

growth is set to continue. Smartgrowth1 is planning now to accommodate

another 20,000 people across the City by 2028, and another 50,000 by 2048.

Some of this growth will be within existing urban areas and Council has recently

approved an increase in public transport funding to support this.

Within this catchment, growth looks like continued infill development in the

established suburbs, and new development on the southern fringe at Pyes Pa,

and to a lesser extent Ohauiti and Welcome Bay. There are also a number of

Special Housing Areas that have been approved which will fast-track

development to the south. Council is currently in the process of changing the

urban limits to incorporate 346ha of undeveloped land in Tauriko West to

accommodate about 3,000 dwellings. This development could be open from

2021 and will see another 7,200 people living in this area2.

Mostly, the Tauranga catchment is made up of urban schools, but rural fringe

schools are also facing pressure as the city expands outwards. The primary

school network is under significant pressure, meaning the opening of a new

school this year is well-timed. The secondary network is expected to have

sufficient capacity to around early 2020s.

What have we done so far?

Eleven of the 15 state schools in this catchment have enrolment schemes in

place, with an additional scheme commencing in 2019. At this stage, there is

no need to progress schemes at the remaining schools as a zone would have

little impact on the capacity issues at these schools.

We have opened a new full primary school in the growing area of Pyes Pa.

Taumata School opened for Term 1, 2019 with an initial capacity of 400

students. We are already planning for further development of this school as a

result of the pace of growth.

Recently, 12 additional classrooms have been funded at Tauranga Boys’

College, as have 19 classrooms at various primary schools across the

catchment. In addition to this roll growth investment, significant

redevelopment projects are underway at both the colleges and the

intermediate in order to renew ageing buildings.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

By 2021, we anticipate that capacity will need to be increased to

accommodate an additional 400-700 student places across the network. We

will meet this demand through a variety of responses, including building new

capacity.

We are working to address growth in the short-term. Here’s how:

• We are planning now for an additional 330 student places by 2021;

• We are investigating sites for a new primary school in southern Tauranga,

to open by 2024, adding about 500 places to the primary network.

• We are considering options for increasing capacity at Tauriko School

where the existing site has limited expansion opportunities and significant

future growth is planned at Tauriko West. NZTA plans for the adjacent

state highway are a factor in this assessment.

• We are planning to acquire a site for secondary schooling in the southern

part of the catchment to open within the next decade. Temporary

accommodation at other secondary schools across the city will be required

to accommodate demand in the meantime.

• We will engage with our Tauranga community about secondary schooling

options over the next 12 months.

• We are planning to develop a master plan roll for each school site to

enable better utilisation of existing spaces.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

In the medium term, we anticipate an additional 1,000-2,000 school-aged

children will need to be accommodated in the Tauranga catchment by

2030. With the addition of a new primary and secondary school in the

network, as well as timely delivery of additional classrooms as required, in

the short to medium term we expect that we can accommodate this growth

adequately.

As well as the above, we will continue to monitor rolls and collaborate with

Council to understand the uptake of development to ensure a proactive

response to growth is provided.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, growth is expected to continue at a similar rate. We expect

that by 2043 there will be a further 1,000-2,000 school-age children in the

Tauranga catchment that will require accommodating within the network.

We expect that the measures we are putting in place now will mean that

there will be adequate schooling provision to accommodate this growth to

2043. This will continue to be monitored to reduce the risk of over- or

under-provision in the network.

Māori medium

In the Tauranga catchment, there are seven kōhanga reo, and five

mainstream schools providing education in Māori medium. These schools

have a combined immersion roll of 244 tauira across all year levels. About

191 tauira from within the Tauranga catchment also travel to attend Māori

immersion education in wider Tauranga area. There is no Māori medium

strategy for Tauranga Moana and the development of kura and mixed

medium schools has not been planned strategically. As a result, we are

initiating a Māori medium strategy.

Ngāi Te Rangi and Ngāti Ranginui have been engaging with the Kāhui Ako

over the past decade. They have developed learning hubs and mentoring

programmes for rangatahi in both literacy and numeracy. They also have a

successful track record of assisting Māori students to achieve NCEA L2

and beyond. These two iwi work across Tauranga Moana as a collective,

which also includes Ngāti Pukenga.

Learning Support

Tauranga Special School is located in this catchment, as are three satellite

units to the base school. These have a combined roll of 60 students. There

is limited opportunity for additional capacity at the base school, however

capacity exists at some satellite units. We are supporting learning support

provision as demand remains high. Taumata School opened in 2019 with a

dedicated Board-managed learning support space, and future secondary

provision will also have dedicated learning support space.

Tauranga: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

» There are a number of SHAs that have been approved 

which will fast-track development to the south. In Tauriko 

West a development which could open from 2021, will 

potentially accommodate about 3,000 dwellings with an 

additional 7,200 people living in this area.

» The primary school network is under significant pressure, so 

the opening of a new school this year is well-timed. The 

secondary network is expected to have sufficient capacity to 

around the early 2020s. 

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a 

head start to meet growth in the region

» An additional 12 secondary classrooms 

and 19 primary classrooms.

» We have opened a new full primary 

(Taumata School) for Term 1, 2019 with 

an initial capacity of 400 students. 

Planning for Stage 2 is underway.

» We are initiating a 

Māori Medium strategy.

» We are supporting 

learning support 

provision as demand 

remains high. Taumata 

School has opened with 

a dedicated Board-

managed learning 

support space.

» Eleven of the 15 state schools in this catchment have enrolment 

schemes in place, with a twelfth scheme commencing in 2019. At 

this stage, there is no need to progress schemes at the remaining 

schools as a zone would have little impact on the capacity issues 

at these schools.

» Temporary accommodation is required in the immediate term to 

accommodate growth prior to the opening of the new primary school 

in southern Tauranga.

» Temporary accommodation at secondary schools across the city will 

be required to accommodate demand until a new school opens.

» We are considering options for possible relocation of a school given 

proposed future roading network changes.

» We are engaging with our Tauranga community about secondary 

schooling options over the next 12 months. 

» We plan to develop a master plan roll for each school site to enable 

better utilisation of existing spaces.

Network 

changes

» We are investigating sites for a new primary school in southern 

Tauranga to open by 2024, adding about 500 spaces to the primary 

network.

» We are planning to acquire a site for secondary schooling in the 

south-western part of the catchment to open by 2025 (at the earliest). 
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» Significant redevelopment projects are 

underway at both secondary schools and 

the intermediate in order to renew ageing 

buildings.

Current network will reach full capacity

Large scale residential developments 

» Tauranga has grown by nearly 50,000 people in the last two 

decades and this growth is set to continue. Local and regional 

council are planning to accommodate another 20,000 people 

across the city by 2028, and another 50,000 by 2048. 

Rapid growth
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places 

175 student 

places
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places
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2025 (at the earliest) 
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about 
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schooling 
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Additional 400-700 

student places required

Tauranga: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

This growth plan covers the Tauranga central and southern Tauranga areas in the Bay of Plenty - Waiariki education region. In the Tauranga 

catchment, there are 22 schools including: 17 state schools, 4 state integrated schools and a private school; 9 contributing, 6 full primary, an 

intermediate, a composite, 3 secondary schools, a teen parent unit and a special school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school 

roll of 10,619 students, including 305 Māori Medium students and 172 ORS students. 

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030
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secondary sites 
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Tauranga
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HAWKE'S BAY /

TAIRĀWHITI



Director’s message:

In recent years, there has been population growth

within Havelock North and surrounding areas with

further urban development planned. We know we

need a longer-term view to assess what the likely

effects of future growth may be.

Accordingly, a review of educational pathways for all

learners in the Havelock North catchment is

underway and we eagerly await the outcomes of this

review. In developing this strategy, we have undertaken numerous

engagement sessions with both the community and individual schools. This

has given our community the chance to learn more about local education

offering, as well as an opportunity to share their ideas on what the future of

schooling could look like.

I am enthusiastic about the options being explored for the Havelock North

catchment. We want to ensure that all students are able to attend a

reasonably convenient school and all schools in the area are used

effectively to support the wellbeing of children and local communities. This

plan shows how we aim to achieve these goals.

Ngā mihi,

Roy Sye

Havelock North’s growth story

The 2017 Heretaunga Plains Urban Development Strategy (HPUDS)

forecasts an additional 1,065 greenfields dwellings will be required by 2045

in the Havelock North catchment area. There are two other areas identified

as “reserve”1 areas in the strategy, which could yield a further 570 new

dwellings.

The majority of this growth is anticipated to be in the western and the north-

eastern areas of Havelock North. The schools most likely to be affected by

these growth areas are Te Mata School, Lucknow School, Havelock North

Intermediate and Havelock North High School. Further growth is predicted

within the current urban limits through intensification and infill housing, which

is expected to account for 40% of the additional households in the HPUDS

study area.

In a bid to address population and household growth in Havelock North and

to recognise the acute shortage of residential sites, Council re-zoned the land

for the Iona urban growth area (approximately 390–400 new dwellings) using

the streamlined planning direction, which was approved by the Environment

Minister in September 2018. Council has also initiated the structure planning

process for the Brookvale Road/Romanes Drive in the north-east to allow for

further urban development in the medium-term. This could yield an additional

675 dwellings.

Māori medium

Māori students living within the Havelock North area represent 20% of the student

population3. Only 3% of students from this catchment access Māori medium

education (MME) Levels 1 or 2. Education in the Māori medium is accessible

through two composite kura and two full primary schools in the surrounding

Hastings area. These schools have 511 tauira enrolled in te reo immersion4.

There are four kōhanga reo within the wider Havelock North catchment. Beyond

this, the pathways for MME are limited and we have a growing Māori population.

Both of the existing composite kura are at or near capacity so further property

provision may be required in the future. Pathway options for Māori students are

currently being explored through the development of the Havelock North Area

Strategy, which may include the delivery of te reo Māori through the existing

schooling network.

Learning Support

Historical data shows an increasing trend in the demand for learning support

services, with a 29% increase between 2013 - 2017 in ORS students in Hastings

District.

Within the Havelock North catchment, students have access to Kowhai Special

School located in nearby Hastings, or they can choose to attend one of the local

mainstream schools. Havelock North High School also operates its own

independent learning support space on site.

In the nearby Flaxmere catchment, funding has been allocated to the construction

of a new junior double satellite unit for Kowhai Special School, as well as a double

satellite unit for the senior students. Work is also proposed to improve the learning

support unit at Havelock North High School so it is fit for purpose.

Most of the primary schools within the catchment are largely accessible for learning

support staff and students. Minor property modifications may be required at the

intermediate and high school in future to make them more accessible for students.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Beyond 2023, the primary-aged population is anticipated to remain static or

decline, and the secondary-aged population is anticipated to peak in the late 2020s

and then plateau2. Population projections to the late 2020s show growth of

approximately 125-150 secondary students and a decline of 30-70 primary

students.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 looks likely to be at a slower pace. We will continue to

monitor school rolls and the update of development in the area. We anticipate that

strengthening the surrounding schooling networks will provide greater choice for

students and ensure they have access to a reasonably convenient school.

3 March 2017 roll data. 
4 July 2017 roll data. 

Not only have we seen growth within the Havelock North catchment

over the past five years, but the proportion of out-of-zone students for

some of the schools has also increased. This has created additional

pressure on schools due to growth within the home zone.

What have we done so far?

• Five of the eight state schools within the Havelock North catchment

have enrolment schemes in place. We are working with one school to

develop an enrolment scheme to assist the school with managing the

current overcrowding issue.

• We have approved a change of class for Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o

Te Wānanga Whare Tapere o Takitimu and allocated funding to

relocate the wharekura to a larger site, which will allow for future

growth. The Y1-13 wharekura is expected to be open on their new

site in 2021.

• Approximately $5 million has been allocated for nine additional

teaching spaces across the catchment.

• We have initiated a review looking at the long-term plan for schooling

in Havelock North and surrounding areas. The review considers the

medium and long-term population growth and whether our existing

schools can accommodate this growth. The outcome of this review

will be a Havelock North Area Strategy, expected to be completed in

2019.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• Our approach for managing both short and long-term growth within

the Havelock North catchment will be developed through the Area

Strategy process, which is currently underway.

• In addition to the development of an Area Strategy, we will ensure

that those schools with enrolment schemes in place are managing

them effectively and actively working to reduce their out-of-zone rolls.

This may include formal support for boards that experience difficulty

in achieving this.

• We will assist schools to implement enrolment schemes where

necessary to help manage overcrowding issues.

• We will review enrolment scheme boundaries for Havelock North

primary schools and re-align these where necessary to help

effectively manage the current schooling network.

• There may be a need for additional property provision within the

intermediate and secondary network, however this is dependent on

the effectiveness of the enrolment schemes in managing growth.

Havelock North: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

1 A ‘reserve’ growth area will act as replacement if any greenfield area becomes unavailable, or if rapid and significant growth occurs.. 
2 ‘Hastings/Havelock North Area-Long Term School-Age Population Growth Projections 2018-2038’, Economic Solutions Ltd (February 2018)



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

» Funding has been approved for a new double unit for 

Kowhai Special School to accommodate growth in 

senior roll.

» Property modifications for mainstream schools will be 

considered on a case by case basis to ensure they are 

accessible for all learners.

» Havelock North High School has identified the 

refurbishment of its learning support unit in its 10YPP 

and is proposed to be completed by the beginning of the 

2021 school year.

» Explore implementing and changes to enrolment schemes with 

schools where necessary to manage roll growth.

» Monitor intake of out-of-zone enrolments at schools to ensure 

they are able to respond to planned in zone growth.

» Monitor roll growth at Haumoana School. 

Network 

solutions

» Current demographic information suggests a new 

school is not required. Will review once Census 2018 

data available.

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding 

Provision 

Type

» Provision of additional teaching space at the intermediate 

and high school when required.

» Additional property provision may be required at Clive 

School if significant urban development occurs.

Housing developments

Urban development planned for the catchment, with 

potentially in excess of 1,000 new homes planned, and 

the possibility of a further approximately 600 sites within 

the catchment. 

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

By the start of the 2020 school year, all state 

schools in Havelock North will be operating an 

enrolment scheme.

Completed the construction of nine new 

classrooms in the primary schooling network in 

the last 12 months.

Currently engaging with the community and the 

sector on the development of an Area Strategy for 

the wider Havelock North catchment to determine 

what responses are required to anticipated growth 

scenarios. 

ImplementationConsultationPlanning

Additional provision of student spaces in 

the intermediate and secondary network 

may be required – timing and quantum to 

be determined.

Enrolment Zone management

Improving the management of enrolment schemes 

to make the best use of the existing investment in 

the schooling network.

This growth plan covers the Havelock North area in the Hawke's Bay / Tairāwhiti education region. In the Havelock North catchment, there are 11 

schools including: 8 state, 2 state integrated, and a private school; 6 contributing primary schools, a full primary, a intermediate, and 3 secondary 

schools. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 4,153 students, including 30 ORS students. There are no students 

enrolled in Māori Medium education at these schools. 

Havelock North: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Increase in demand for learning support services

There was a 29% increase between 2013 - 2017 in 

ORS students in Hastings District. Students in the 

catchment can choose to attend one of the local 

mainstream schools or access Kowhai Special School 

located in the Hastings catchment.

?

» There is no schooling provision for Māori Medium education in this 

catchment. The Māori population in the area is growing.

» Part of the Havelock North Area Strategy is to consider the pathway 

options for Māori students. 

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

» The timing and nature of any additional provision of student 

spaces in the intermediate and secondary network will be 

determined as monitoring requires, and once the 

effectiveness of enrolment schemes has been assessed.  
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WHANGANUI,

MANAWATŪ



Director’s message:

The last 10 years has seen accelerating growth in the New

Plymouth area supported by the agriculture and oil and gas

sectors. This is an exciting time for the city but it is also a time

of change, as the city considers options for diversifying the

economy.

The underlying student population has increased, as have

school retention rates that are well supported by secondary-

tertiary partnerships. This will result in continued pressure on

our schools. We have also seen an increased demand for both Māori medium

and Catholic education.

We know the New Plymouth community is supportive of the growth we’re

experiencing, but also cautious that we have the right infrastructure in place to

manage it appropriately. We plan to use our existing school network to its fullest

potential and utilise the strong network of walking and cycle ways within the city

to help our learners get safely to their local school.

I am delighted to present this plan to support planning for the ongoing growth

within the city and surrounds. Having the right provision in the right place at the

right time will help deliver an education system that enables every New

Zealander to achieve and be the best they can be.

Ngā mihi,

Jann Marshall

New Plymouth: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

New Plymouth’s growth story

New Plymouth has been identified as a High Growth Urban Area1, exceeding

10% growth over a 10 year period. The city is projected to increase by an

additional 7,000-12,840 people out to 2030, taking the population to

approximately 89,000-97,0002.

Council is planning for more growth within the city through intensification and infill

housing. New urban areas are also proposed to the south-west, south and north-

east of the city in the Upper Carrington and Junction structure plans, and the

Frankley and Cowling Roads urban growth areas. Longer-term urban

development is proposed for Glen Avon and the Smart Road urban growth area,

with new transport infrastructure required before this proceeds.

To the northeast, there is ongoing development in the coastal corridor between

Fitzroy and Waitara, particularly around Bell Block and Puketapu. Oakura, a

small coastal town south-west of the city, has received significant infrastructure

investment from Council to cater for growth. This area is anticipated to continue

to grow rapidly as a result.

New Plymouth has a strong boarding community at both state and state

integrated secondary schools. Boarding facilities provide approximately 600 out-

of-town secondary students with places at the city’s schools.

The majority of primary schools have now maximised their capacity.

Schools with capacity are clustered in the central south-western area.

These schools are expected to accommodate the infill growth in this area

as enrolment schemes take effect. The other schools with limited capacity

have rapidly increasing rolls.

What have we done so far?

• Between 2013-2017, we have spent $6.5 million on 16 additional

teaching spaces across the wider catchment. We established a

wharekura at Te Pi'ipi'inga Kākano Mai I Rangiātea in 2014 and built

four new specialist teaching spaces. In Budget 18, an additional

teaching space was announced for Vogeltown School.

• We have supported schools to implement eight new enrolment schemes

and ran a series of workshops to ensure the operation of the enrolment

schemes supports the best use of the schooling network.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• If growth projections materialise as expected, we will need to

accommodate an additional 420-530 student places at the primary level.

This is likely to occur at existing urban schools where infill development

has seen the schools’ rolls increase significantly. We expect there will

be a need for the acquisition of land for future primary provision south of

the city in the next 2-3 years.

• At the secondary level, an additional 70-140 student places will be

needed by 2021. We expect rolls in our single-sex and Catholic

secondary schools to be nearing capacity by 2021, with surplus capacity

available at the co-ed college.

• In 2020, we will begin discussions with secondary schools to implement

enrolment schemes. This presents an opportunity to be innovative, and

we are already engaging with school and community leaders to

determine what the future of secondary provision could look like.

• We will be working with all secondary schools to ensure network

solutions (such as enrolment schemes, transport provision and

integrated school maximum rolls) support the best use of the existing

network.

• We’ll also continue to support the revitalisation of schools to improve

their education environment and parental appeal.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Peak growth is currently predicted between 2024-2026. Beyond this, growth

in the school-age population plateaus. Here’s how we’ll manage this:

• We have identified existing schools that have sufficient space to

accommodate an increase in students and will work closely with these

schools to deliver additional capacity as demand increases.

• We are supporting schools with restricted spaces to effectively manage

their enrolment schemes to reduce the risk of overcrowding.

• The secondary schools will require investment to meet the needs of the

growing secondary population. We are already replacing buildings no

longer fit for purpose. We will continue to work collaboratively with the

secondary sector and closely monitor rolls and growth uptake, including

what role integrated schools should play to manage this peak growth.

• While there is no site acquisition currently underway, we will continue to

work closely with Council to predict when and where we require land to

make provision for the longer-term developments.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 looks likely to be at a slower pace. Following recent

growth, the region is now considering future growth drivers to reposition

itself going forward. This makes the future growth path uncertain, however

Council’s long-term planning for greenfield development and associated

investment in infrastructure points to the likelihood of additional schooling

provision being required across the New Plymouth region beyond 2030.

Māori medium

New Plymouth has the region’s second highest Māori student

population however only 3% of these students access Māori medium

education (MME). The region’s Māori population accounts for a third of

the student population and is projected to continue to increase.

Māori medium is accessible in the south west of the city but has limited

capacity and limited opportunities for expansion. In this catchment,

there are two te kōhanga reo and one composite kura. The kura has a

roll of 99 tauira enrolled in Māori medium immersion (Levels 1 and 2).

The pathways for MME are very limited and we have a growing Māori

population. We will be listening to our iwi partners to determine how to

best support the aspirations of whānau within the education system.

We anticipate the need for land acquisition to support this initiative.

Learning Support

We know we have increasing demand from students accessing

specialist learning support facilities. In response to this, we will need

additional provision for these children. We have revitalised some of the

property at Spotswood College, including a large purpose-built facility

designed to meet the needs of the increasing number of students with

very high learning support needs.

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the Resource Management 

Act 1991
2 Statistics NZ population projections, 2013 base (Medium and High scenario)



New Plymouth: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

» Secondary schools will require investment to meet the 

needs of the growing secondary population. We are 

already rationalising buildings no longer fit for purpose 

and understand the need to provide a schooling network 

where all students’ needs are met and that is 

reasonably accessible where possible. We will continue 

to work collaboratively with the secondary sector and 

closely monitor rolls and growth uptake. 

» We will work with the sector to co-construct enrolment 

schemes, re-configure enrolment schemes and support 

schools to implement enrolment schemes to ensure the best 

use of the existing state network.

» We plan to build permanent capacity where it is needed. We 

will also deliver temporary spaces to schools where and when 

short term capacity is required.

Network 

solutions

» We will establish new schools where and when required. 

» We are collaborating with the New Plymouth District Council 

and their partners to understand the future residential 

growth and proactively plan to ensure the right provision is 

in the right place at the right time
Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

» Growth within the existing state schools can mean the network 

structure no longer fits the purpose of a quality, accessible, 

equitable and resource efficient education network. We will 

explore with schools whether re-organisation remains a viable 

option as part of a wider network solution. 

» Revitalisation of schools has the potential to improve efficiency 

of schools across the network.

Infill suburb intensification

Central City, Mangorei, Whalers Gate and the 

Frankley/Cowling areas are identified as high 

infill growth areas.

Green field developments

Satellite township growth

Growth in Oakura is driven by existing investment in 

infrastructure and is expected to continue.

The Upper Carrington and Junction areas in the 

north-eastern suburbs are experiencing both green 

field and infill growth. This is our primary growth 

area. Bell Block and Puketapu have large planned 

developments.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

70% of primary schools have enrolment schemes or 

maximum rolls. Further enrolment schemes are in the 

exploratory/implementation stage. 

Additional roll growth teaching spaces will be added to 

high growth areas of the network.

Invested in additional learning support provision.

Exploring the possibility of expansion of the MME 

pathways. Design innovative re-purposing of existing 

spaces.

Potential new primary 

provision in northeast,

350 student places –

timing to be 

determined based on 

monitoring

Potential new 

primary provision 

in south,

350 student places 

– timing to be 

determined based 

on monitoring

225 

student 

places

ImplementationConsultationPlanning

Potential land 

acquisition of up 

to two primary 

school sites –

TBC

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

This growth plan covers the New Plymouth network in the Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatū education region. In the New Plymouth catchment, 

there are 30 schools including: 24 state and 6 state integrated schools; 15 contributing primary schools, 6 full primary, 2 intermediates, 2 

composite schools and 5 secondary schools. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 11,562 students, including 96 

Māori Medium students and 128 ORS students. 

150 

student 

places

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Revitalisation 

for deprived 

areas



What have we done so far?

• We have provided seven additional teaching spaces across the catchment.

We established Manukura in 2016 and Budget 18 allocated $20 million to

build the school on a permanent site.

• In 2017/18 we supported schools to implement or amend four enrolment

schemes and held a series of workshops to ensure the operation of the

enrolment schemes supports the best use of the schooling network. We are

currently in the process of implementing a further three enrolment schemes

and are closely monitoring school rolls.

• We own land on Ruapehu Drive in Poutoa. However, we are considering

whether this is the best location for a new school given the location of recent

growth.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• Stats NZ projections do not account for the recent growth experienced in

Palmerston North. We expect peak growth at the primary level will be in

2019/2020, and our best estimates show we’ll need between 200-1,000

additional student places. This is most likely to occur at existing urban

schools where infill development has seen the schools’ rolls increase

significantly. We expect there will be a need for the acquisition of land for at

least one new primary school in this catchment.

• At the secondary level, we will need between 235-320 student places by

2021. We know that secondary school capacity in our single sex secondary

schools has already been exceeded. We will work with the schools to ensure

solutions support the best use of the existing network. We’ll also continue to

support the revitalisation of schools to improve their education environment

and parental appeal.

• We’ll continue to monitor roll growth and work with Palmerston North City

and Manawatū District Councils to understand development uptake and

ensure the right provision is in the right place at the right time.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Peak growth for the secondary population is currently predicted between 2024

and 2026. Beyond this, growth in the school-age population is expected to

plateau.

• We have identified existing schools that have sufficient space to

accommodate an increase in students and will work closely with these

schools to deliver additional capacity as demand increases. We are

supporting schools with restricted spaces to effectively manage their

enrolment schemes to reduce the risk of overcrowding.

• We expect new primary provision will be required in the Poutoa area to the

southeast in the next decade. Additional primary provision in the north may

be required in the next decade. We will continue to monitor rolls and

development uptake to inform potential timing in both of these locations.

Palmerston North: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Palmerston North’s growth story

In 2017, Palmerston North was identified as a growth area, exceeding 10%

growth over a 10 year period. The city is projected to increase by an additional

7,000-12,800 people out to 2030, taking the total population to 95,000-

103,0001.

The majority of growth within the city is expected to occur in Kelvin Grove and

Whakarongo to the north-east, Ashhurst to the east, and Poutoa on the

southern side of the Manawatū river. Growth in the Kelvin Grove area is

expected to slow as the area fills up, with the adjacent Stoney Creek area

accelerating. In the longer term, greenfield developments are planned in the

west of the city.

In the last five years, state primary school rolls have increased by about 700

students. As a result, the majority of urban primary schools have now reached

or exceeded their capacity. As these students move into secondary, there is

some capacity. Co-ed options are fully accessible across the city. However, the

single-sex secondary schools are at capacity, have small enrolment schemes

that do not reflect the school catchments, and consequently have many of out-

of-zone students.

Palmerston North has well established school boarding facilities that serve the

wider rural area between Ruapehu and Levin. This adds significant student

numbers to the secondary population.

Director’s message:

Palmerston North is a city steadily growing. The underlying

student population has increased, as have school retention

rates that are well supported by the secondary-tertiary

partnerships.

The growth in primary school rolls over the last five years

has not yet peaked, and we expect the city’s secondary

school rolls to grow accordingly. We plan to use our

existing school network to its fullest potential and invest in

new infrastructure where required.

I am delighted to present this plan outlining how we will manage growth in

Palmerston North. Like the other growth plans across the country, this plan will

deliver the right provision in the right place at the right time, giving our children

the opportunity to be the best they can be.

Ngā mihi,

Jann Marshall Māori medium

The Palmerston North/Manawatū region’s Māori population accounts for a

third of the total student population and is projected to increase. The highest

Māori student population within the region is in Palmerston North, where

11% of the Māori students access Māori medium education.

Whilst Māori medium education is accessible through Kura Kaupapa Māori

and Level 1 and 2 classes within English Medium state schools, there has

been additional demand for designated character education to meet the

needs of Māori secondary students.

Manukura has been established as a result of whānau demand for

alternative academic and sporting pathways. A second campus of the

Hamilton kura, Tai Wānanga is also situated in Aokautere.

Learning Support

We know we have increasing demand from students accessing specialist

learning support facilities. In 2018 Palmerston North had 242 ORS and High

Health Needs students, a 6% increase on the previous year.

Four schools have specialist learning support facilities. Central Normal

School, Freyberg High School and Awatapu College have direct funded

specialist units with a combined roll of 116 students. Arahunga Special

School (Whanganui) has a satellite unit at West End School catering for 15

students. Arahunga Special School has also established an outreach

service based at Queen Elizabeth College to support students in the

mainstream schools across the city.

• The secondary schools will require investment to meet the needs of the

growing secondary population. We are already replacing buildings no

longer fit for purpose. We will continue to work collaboratively with the

secondary sector and closely monitor rolls and growth uptake, including

what role integrated schools might play to manage this peak growth.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 looks likely to be at a slower pace. Recently,

Palmerston North has experienced significant growth, which has been

supported by the healthcare and social assistance, manufacturing and

logistics sectors. The region has significant development projects in

defence, health, food technology, and research. Council’s long-term

planning for green field development and associated investment in

infrastructure points to the likelihood of additional schooling provision being

required across the Palmerston North catchment beyond 2030.

1,2 Statistics NZ population projections, 2013 base (Medium and High scenario)



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

» While there remains capacity to deliver Māori medium 

education through immersion units within mainstream state 

schools, there has been additional demand for designated 

character education to meet the needs of Māori secondary 

students. 

» We will work with the sector to co-construct enrolment schemes, 

re-configure enrolment schemes and support schools to 

implement enrolment schemes to ensure the best use of the 

existing state network.

» We will monitor enrolment schemes to ensure best use of the 

school network.

» We plan to build permanent capacity where and when it is 

needed. 

» We will also deliver temporary spaces to schools where and 

when short-term capacity is required.

Network 

solutions

» We will establish new schools where and when required. We 

will assess the best location for a future school in the southeast, 

including whether the currently owned site is most suitable.

» We are collaborating with the Palmerston North City Council 

and their partners to understand future residential growth and 

proactively plan to ensure the right provision is in the right place 

at the right time.

Establish 

New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding 

Provision 

Type

» Growth within the existing state schools can mean the network 

structure no longer fits the purpose of a quality, accessible, equitable 

and resource efficient education network. 

» We will explore with schools whether re-organisation remains a 

viable option as part of a wider network solution.

Steady and diverse growth across the catchment

Areas within the catchment are experiencing both green 

field and infill growth. Economic development across the 

Manawatū catchment has also seen new building growth 

in satellite towns such as Ashhurst, Hiwinui and 

Tokomaru

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

68% of schools within the city boundaries have 

enrolment schemes or maximum rolls. Further 

enrolment schemes are in the exploratory/ 

implementation stage.

Manukura opened in 2016 in response to demand 

for Māori medium secondary education. Currently 

has a roll of 185 students and is at capacity.

Additional roll growth teaching spaces will be 

added to high growth areas of the network. 

Innovative repurposing of existing spaces.

Palmerston North: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Potential new primary 

provision in north

350 places – timing to 

be determined based 

on monitoring and 

review

Potential new primary 

provision in southeast

400 places

ImplementationConsultationPlanning

Revitalisation 

for deprived 

areas

Possible land 

acquisition in north 

of catchment

» Revitalisation of schools has the potential to improve 

efficiency of schools across the network. 

» The secondary schools will require investment to meet the needs of the 

growing secondary population. We are already rationalising buildings no 

longer fit for purpose and understand the need to provide a schooling 

network where all students’ needs are met and that is reasonably 

accessible, where possible. We will continue to work collaboratively with 

the secondary sector and closely monitor rolls and growth uptake. 

State primary school rolls have increased by about 700 

students in the last five years. The majority of urban 

primary schools have now reached or exceeded their 

capacity. 

Primary network near full capacity

Parent choice influencing utilisation

Single-sex secondary schools are at capacity, have 

small enrolment schemes that do not reflect the 

school catchments, and consequently have many 

out-of-zone students. 

This growth plan covers the Palmerston North catchment in the Taranaki, Whanganui, Manawatū Education Region. In the Palmerston North 

catchment, there are 54 schools including: 46 state, 7 state integrated, and a private school; 19 contributing primary schools, 21 full primary, 3 

intermediates, 8 secondary schools, a teen parent unit and 2 composite schools. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 

16,346 students, including 530 Māori Medium students and 214 ORS students. 

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

150 student 

places
150 student 

places
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WELLINGTON



Director’s message:

The northern Kāpiti area between Waikanae and

Otaki is expected to continue to grow, partly as a

result of significant investment in roading

infrastructure and partly as a result of the shifting

rural-urban boundary.

While we know there is an ageing population in the

Kāpiti district, there are also many new families

attracted to the area because of larger sections, more affordable housing,

lifestyle and improved transport links to Wellington City.

This plan, like our growth plan for Wellington Central and North, shows

how we aim to deliver a local school network that will not only

accommodate future growth, but also provide our children with the

opportunity to reach their full potential.

Ngā mihi,

Erika Ross

Kāpiti’s growth story

Since 2001, the Kāpiti Coast district population has grown by about 15%.

The population is expected to grow from 52,000 in 2018 to 63,000 in

20431. Kāpiti Coast District Council projects the population of Northern

Kāpiti to grow from 22,600 in 2018 to 25,800 in 2030 and on to 29,600 in

2043 (total growth of 7,000)2.

In the past, this area has typically attracted an older demographic,

however we are now seeing more young families move into the area. The

opening of the new expressway has reduced travel time to Wellington

meaning this area is now an affordable place for families to live within a

reasonable commuting distance to the city. We expect the opening of

Transmission Gully (planned for mid-2020) will see this growth intensify.

We also anticipate the urban-rural boundary to shift further north as the

population grows and previously undeveloped areas are developed as

land becomes available. This is not currently reflected in the population

projections.

In Northern Kāpiti, there are approximately 1,750 new dwellings planned

between now and 2043. Construction is already underway. We anticipate

significant further development within this period.

The Northern Kāpiti catchment has grown by 92 students since 2014. The

three primary schools in this catchment are all experiencing roll growth

pressure.

Māori medium

Māori account for 13% of the population in the Kāpiti Coast district. In the

Kāpiti catchment, there are two composite kura, one dual medium

contributing primary and one dual medium full primary. Kāpiti Coast has

246 tauira in Māori medium Level 1.

There is a desire from iwi in this area to expand provision and develop

new kura. We anticipate an application from iwi to establish a kura in this

area and it is likely we would be supportive of such an application. We

anticipate growth in this network, and the two existing kura in Kāpiti will

require expansion in the next five years.

Learning Support

The Wellington region has one of the highest levels of mainstream

inclusion in the country. In the Kāpiti catchment there are currently 57

ORS students. The majority of the ORS students attend local schools

with no particular school attracting a significant proportion of these

learners.

Between 2014 and 2018, Kāpiti has seen a steady number of both ORS

high and very high students. We anticipate the number of ORS learners

will continue to rise in line with population growth. There is a special

school satellite at Kāpiti School in the neighbouring network, however

there is no special school provision in the Northern Kāpiti network.

There is also no secondary specialist learning support provision on the

Kāpiti Coast or in neighbouring Horowhenua.

• We will consider the establishment of a new kura to further increase

the capacity of the existing Māori medium network. This is dependent

on an anticipated application for establishment.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, we expect that growth will continue. To accommodate

this growth, we anticipate establishing a new primary school on a site

acquired prior to 2030. We will continue to monitor roll growth and the

uptake of development in the catchment to inform our decision-making.

We will also assess the need for future secondary provision and begin

planning should our monitoring show this is required.

1 https://forecast.idnz.co.nz/Kāpiti/population-summary
2 https://forecast.idnz.co.nz/Kāpiti 7th September 2018

What have we done so far?

• In 2010, in anticipation of projected growth, we acquired land north of

Waikanae township for a new primary school. We are currently

assessing whether our current site is the best location for future

schooling provision.

• In the past two years, we have provided two additional teaching

spaces across the Kāpiti primary network to accommodate increases

in school rolls.

• We are exploring a review of some schools’ enrolment scheme

boundaries to provide better balance across the network to

accommodate short term growth. Two Waikanae schools are on

constrained sites with limited development options.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• We will continue to work with schools in this catchment to review their

enrolment schemes to better utilise our existing network of school

infrastructure.

• In the short-term, we anticipate an additional 200 student places will

be required across four schools in the catchment to cater for growth.

• We are planning for further specialist learning support provision

across both the primary and secondary network. This will likely be two

satellite units (one at primary level and one at secondary level).

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Current population projections do not account for the growth we are

expecting as a result of the investment in transport infrastructure. We are

planning to accommodate at least an additional 125 students in the

network by 2030. Our long-term planning incorporates several key

actions:

• We are considering options for future schooling provision in

Waikanae.

• We will consider options for maximising our existing school site on the

rural boundary (Te Horo School), including developing a master

planned capacity with this school.

Northern Kāpiti: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Growth Plan to 2030

Northern Kāpiti: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Significant investment in roading infrastructure 

has reduced travel time to Wellington making 

northern Kāpiti a desirable location for families. 

The opening of Transmission Gully in 2020 is 

expected to see this intensify.

We expect the urban-rural boundary to be 

adjusted northwards toward Te Horo as growth 

in the catchment increases and previously 

undeveloped areas become developed.  

Investment in transport infrastructure

Changing urban-rural boundary

We are exploring with schools a review of enrolment 

scheme boundaries to provide better balance across the 

network, as some schools are at capacity and on 

constrained sites with limited development options.

There is Ministry land available in Waikanae for a 

future school.  We are considering site options for 

future schooling provision in Waikanae.

Two additional teaching spaces have been provided 

across the primary network to cater for recent roll 

growth.

Northern Kāpiti, north of Wellington, comprises the areas of Waikanae and Otaki.  In the Northern Kāpiti catchment, there are 2 state contributing 

primary schools, 3 state full primary schools, a state secondary Y7-15 school, a state integrated full primary school, and 2 composite kura (both 

Y1-15).  As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 2,551 students, including 429 Māori Medium students and 18 ORS 

students.

» We will continue to work with schools in this catchment to review 

their enrolment schemes to better utilise our existing network of 

school infrastructure. 

» In the short-term, we anticipate an additional 200 student places 

will be required across four schools in the catchment to cater for 

growth. 

» We will engage with the school sector to master plan for 

future school size.

» We are considering site options for future schooling 

provision in Waikanae.

» We are planning for further specialist learning support 

provision across both the primary and secondary 

network. This will likely be two satellite units (one at 

primary level and one at secondary level).

» There is a desire from iwi in this area to expand 

provision and develop new kura. We anticipate an 

application from iwi to establish a kura in this area. 

» We anticipate growth in this network, and the two 

existing kura in Kāpiti may require additional capacity.

200 student 

places

Engagement

Site 

assessment

Engage with 

community

There is currently roll growth pressure across 

Waikanae primary schools.  This is due to 

roading changes and the affordable lifestyle this 

part of Wellington offers young families.

Growth in existing school catchments

2019 2022 2030

Review of site 

options for 

Waikanae 

primary network 

Potential 

establishment of new 

school – timing TBC



Director’s message:

We know Wellington is growing. We have been working

closely with Wellington City Council to understand the

impact of the greenfield development in the north and

further urban intensification in central Wellington. This

plan focuses on Wellington Central (Te Aro to Island

Bay) and Wellington North (Johnsonville to Tawa).

Growth presents us with both a challenge and an opportunity. Wellington

City has some of the smallest school sites and challenging topography in

the country. This means that building outwards, upwards or on a new site

is not always an option. We need to consider innovative solutions to the

challenges we face.

We know that to accommodate long term growth, we need to plan now.

We want to ensure that we have the space to meet the challenges of

population growth and that we work with schools to provide innovative

responses to it. This plan shows how we aim to achieve this.

Ngā mihi,

Erika Ross

Wellington’s growth story

Employment opportunities, a more affordable city housing market than

Auckland, coupled with a great lifestyle is bringing new families to our

region. Housing in Wellington is more affordable than the Auckland market

while still allowing the same city life advantages and experiences. The

population of the city has grown in the last 15 years from 170,000 to over

200,000 people. The Wellington Urban Growth Plan (2015) projects an

extra 50,000 people in Wellington Central by 2043.

Te Aro is the city’s fastest growing residential neighbourhood, with the

population growing more than three times faster than the city as a whole.

Wellington City Council (WCC) projections show that the population in

Wellington Central will grow from 74,700 in 2018 to 86,400 in 2030, and to

95,500 by 20431. The majority of this residential growth is expected to come

from medium and high density housing.

School rolls in the Wellington Central catchment have increased by 685

students since 2014. The primary school network is currently operating

beyond capacity. Space at our school sites in this part of the catchment is

limited.

The Wellington North catchment is a popular area for families, with medium

density housing and in close proximity to Wellington City. A large number of

land and build packages are available in this area. WCC projections show

the Wellington North population is projected to grow from 48,700 in 2018 to

55,400 in 2030 and on to 61,300 in 20432.

Two large greenfield sites in the Newlands/Grenada area are anticipated to

result in about 2,200 new dwellings. We are also aware of several smaller

developments in this area with potential for a further 1,300 new dwellings.

Māori medium

In the 2013 Census, within Wellington City, Māori accounted for about 8% of

the total population. In March 2018, Wellington City had 159 tauira in Māori

medium Level 1. We project this number to grow in line with population

growth. The Wellington Central catchment has no significant Māori medium

provision. In the adjacent catchments, there is a composite kura and one dual-

medium full primary school. Students travel across this network to access their

provision of choice. There is no dual or Māori medium provision in Northern

Wellington. To date, there has not been any interest from community groups

about establishing provision here.

Learning Support

As at March 2018, in Wellington Central and North there are 173 ORS

students. The majority of the ORS students attend local schools with no large

grouping in any one specific school. Wellington has one of the highest levels

of mainstream inclusion in the country. We anticipate this number will

continue to rise in line with population growth.

The Wellington region has two special schools with total capacity for 152

students. Neither of these schools are located, nor have satellite classes in

this catchment. Recently, there has been increased demand for provision in

both special schools, particularly from people who have relocated from

Auckland, where there is greater availability of special school provision as an

option.

• In central Wellington, we will assess whether site acquisition for a new

primary school is required and consider innovative solutions for what this

could look like. We will likewise explore the possibility of establishing at

least one additional primary school in northern Wellington, depending on

population projections.

• In northern Wellington, we will also assess the demand for future

secondary schooling and consider whether site acquisition for additional

secondary provision is necessary.

• We plan to review technology provision across the city with the intention of

delivering a technology hub for approximately 1,300-1,500 student places

to ease pressure on primary schools.

• We will consider providing additional specialist learning support space

either through satellites or a new base school.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 continues. Population growth between 2033 and 2043

is projected to see another 15,000 people across the city. In the Wellington

Central catchment, we plan to accommodate this growth through establishing

a new primary school. In Wellington North, we anticipate the need for at least

one new primary school, and also potential additional secondary provision.

Our monitoring of rolls and capacity will inform decision-making around the

potential timing of any future provision.

1,2 https://forecast.idnz.co.nz/wellington 7th September 2018

In this catchment, we have seen an increase of 707 students since 2014. The network is

currently operating at 98% capacity.

What have we done so far?

• We have been working closely with WCC, school boards and Kāhui Ako. Almost all

primary and intermediate schools have enrolment schemes in place. We are exploring

enrolment schemes with some primary schools in the catchment. All secondary

schools have enrolment schemes.

• Recently we have provided additional teaching spaces to six schools, and invested in

the redevelopment of five primary schools and one secondary school. Funding has

recently been announced for the provision of an additional 16 teaching spaces at

Wellington Girls’ College ($25 million).

• In Wellington Central, we are working with primary schools to review the teaching of

the Y7-8 technology curriculum and what these facilities might look like in the future to

help free up crucial space in schools.

• In 2012, we opened Amesbury School in northern Wellington. Funding has been

allocated through Budget 18 for the expansion of this school.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

In the short-term, our projections show we will need to accommodate an additional 500

students in northern Wellington and an additional 300 students in central Wellington by

2021.

• We will continue to monitor rolls and work with schools to implement and review

enrolment schemes to ensure they are fit for purpose. We will also work with schools

to manage out-of-zone student numbers.

• In central Wellington, we anticipate the need for 200 additional student places. We

also project an additional 185 students in the secondary network that we plan to

accommodate in the co-educational secondary school in Wellington Central, which

has seen an increase in demand.

• In northern Wellington, we have recently approved three new enrolment schemes and

one scheme amendment at local primary schools. We will also closely monitor these

rolls to determine whether we are required to invest in roll growth. We will also

undertake master planning for both Onslow and Newlands Colleges to ensure they

are able to meet future demand.

• We are considering all network options to ease pressure on existing provision.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

By 2030, we are planning to accommodate an additional 700 students in Wellington

Central and an additional 750 students in Wellington North.

• We are planning to engage with the sector and our communities as we develop

options for future schooling provision. We will also work with schools to develop a

master planned capacity for each site. This is particularly important for our primary

schools that have constrained sites.

Wellington Central & North
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



Wellington Central & North
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to 

meet growth in the region

Network 

solutions

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

2019 2022 2030

What’s Driving Growth

Growth Plan to 2030

The population in Wellington Central is expected to 

grow from 74,700 in 2018 to 86,400 in 2030. The 

majority of this residential growth is expected to come 

from medium and high density housing meaning we will 

need to accommodate more students in our existing 

network.

Development is planned in the Grenada/Newlands 

area on previously undeveloped land, resulting in a 

potential 3,500 new dwellings.  

Demand for medium and high density housing in 

Wellington Central 

Future development in Wellington North

Across this large catchment, almost all primary and 

intermediate schools have enrolment schemes in place, with 

the latest implemented this year. We are currently exploring 

enrolment schemes with some primary schools. All 

secondary schools have enrolment schemes. 

In Wellington Central, we are working with primary schools 

to review the teaching of the technology curriculum and what 

these facilities might look like in the future to help free up 

crucial space in schools. 

Recently we have provided additional teaching spaces to six 

schools, and invested in the redevelopment of five primary 

schools, one intermediate and one secondary school. 

Funding has recently been announced for the provision of 

an additional 16 teaching spaces at Wellington Girls’ 

College ($25 million).

Wellington Central and North are experiencing some new development in the north of the catchment, and infill growth in the established parts of 

the city.  The catchment comprises 17 state contributing schools, 8 state full primary schools, 4 state intermediates, 6 state secondary schools, 5 

state integrated full primary schools, 1 state integrated contributing primary school, 1 state integrated secondary school (Y9-15), 1 teen parent unit 

and 1 special school.  As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 18,578 students, including 14 Māori Medium students and 

189 ORS students. 

Constraints on 

existing site 

capacity 

» We plan to review technology provision across the city with the 

intention of delivering a technology hub for 1,300 to 1,500 student 

places to ease pressure on primary schools. 

» We will explore change of class options for some schools to ease 

pressure on intermediates which are on constrained sites and 

experiencing pressure.

» Wellington City has some of the smallest school sites and 

challenging topography in the country. This means that building 

outwards, upwards or on a new site is not always an option. We 

need to consider innovative solutions to the challenges we face.

» We will work with schools to develop a master planned capacity 

for each site. This is particularly important for our primary 

schools that have constrained sites.

» We will continue to monitor rolls and work with schools to 

implement and review enrolment schemes to ensure they are fit 

for purpose.

» We will also work with schools to manage out-of-zone student 

numbers. 

» In central Wellington, we forecast the need for 200 additional 

student places at primary level.  We also expect an additional 185 

students in the secondary network that we plan to accommodate in 

the co-educational secondary school in Wellington Central, as 

demand has been increasing for co-educational education over 

single sex. 

» Across the Wellington region, we are planning to engage 

with the school sector and our communities as we develop 

options for future schooling provision. 

» The Wellington Central catchment has no significant Māori 

medium provision. In the adjacent catchments, there is a 

composite kura and one dual-medium full primary school. 

Students travel across this network to access their 

provision of choice. There is no dual or Māori Medium 

provision in Northern Wellington.

» The majority of the ORS students attend local schools with 

no large grouping in any one specific school. Wellington 

has one of the highest levels of mainstream inclusion in the 

country. 

» The Wellington region has two special schools. Neither of 

these schools are located, nor have satellite classes, in 

this catchment. 

Constraints on existing site capacity

Many of our schools are on constrained sites which 

limits the opportunities for expansion.

820 additional 

students by 

2021

Additional 

1,450 

students by 

2030

Review and 

implement 

enrolment 

schemes

750 student 

places In 

Wellington 

North

Engage with 

community

Potential new 

schooling provision 

in north Wellington –

timing TBC
Review 

technology 

provision

Potential acquisition 

of up to three sites –

timing TBC
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Director’s message:

The township of Lincoln is steadily growing and we

are proud of the work we have already done to

plan for the growth we have experienced, and the

growth that we know is still to come. Schools have

undergone varying degrees of redevelopment

since the earthquakes including the establishment

of a new school.

We’re committed to delivering the right infrastructure in the right place and

at the right time for our Lincoln community. We are also working to

provide an inclusive approach to learning support where it is needed.

I am delighted to present this plan outlining how we are managing growth

in Lincoln. Like the other growth plans across the country, this plan

enables the school network to support a focus on positive educational

outcomes for our children, giving them the opportunity to be the best they

can be.

Ngā mihi,

Coralanne Child

Lincoln’s growth story

The Selwyn District is part of the greater Christchurch High Growth Urban

Area1. The district is expected to increase in population from 58,000 in

2018 to 81,000 in 2030. Council projections show the population of Lincoln

growing from 7,000 to 9,000 by 2021 and to 12,500 by 20302.

Lincoln is primarily focused around the farming sector, the university and

Crown Research institutes. Growth in Lincoln has not been at the same

rate as Rolleston, partly as a result of higher property prices. Growth is

expected to continue in the substantial undeveloped land surrounding the

south and east of Lincoln that is already zoned for future development.

Prebbleton is also expected to continue to grow as residential-zoned land

is developed.

Between 2010 and 2017, primary rolls increased from 1,542 to 2,008, an

increase of 466 students. The majority of growth has occurred at Lincoln

Primary School and Prebbleton School, with smaller increases at

Springston, Broadfield and Ladbrooks Schools.

There has also been a growing roll at Lincoln High School over this period,

as a direct result of growth in the towns of Lincoln and Rolleston. This roll

growth at Lincoln High was the catalyst for the establishment of Rolleston

College, which opened for Y9 students in 2017; and Y9 and Y10 students

in 2018.

Māori medium

Approximately 5% of the Lincoln population identifies as Māori. There is no

pathway available in Lincoln for Māori seeking an education through Māori

medium. There are no kōhanga reo in the Selwyn district; nor is there any

provision for bilingual or immersion education at local schools in Lincoln. To

realise the potential for a pathway for Māori seeking education as Māori in

this catchment, collaborative efforts with iwi, local Runaka (Runanga) and

Kāhui Ako remain paramount. The provision for kōhanga, bilingual or

immersion education will require efforts from across the sector and we are

committed to supporting this initiative to revitalise Māori language in

education in the Selwyn district.

Learning Support

There is no specialist provision of learning support facilities in the Lincoln

catchment. There has been considerable pressure on day special schools

in the southwest area of Christchurch and we have recently reconfigured

the special education network. The nearby town of Rolleston is home to

Waitaha School, which has two primary and one secondary satellites

serving the Lincoln, Rolleston and Halswell areas. The base and three

satellites have a combined capacity of 98 students. Further satellite

provision may be required in the wider Rolleston/Lincoln area if growth

continues.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

• In the medium term, we anticipate an additional 1,100 primary and

secondary-aged students will require access to a local state school in

the Lincoln catchment by 20304. We’re planning now to accommodate

this growth.

• We will monitor roll growth and capacity at Ararira Springs Primary and

Lincoln High School. We anticipate that Stage 2 of the primary school

build will be required before 2030, which will add 300 student places to

the primary network.

• Similarly, we anticipate some additional capacity will be required at

secondary level before 2030. We will continue to monitor the uptake

and rate of development in Lincoln to inform decision-making about the

timing for future capacity.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 looks likely to be at a slower pace. Council data

projects the population to grow from 12,000 in 2030 to 16,500 in 2043. The

additional schooling provision currently being planned is anticipated to

provide adequate capacity to accommodate long-term growth. We will

continue to monitor rolls and population changes in order to continue to

proactively respond to this growth.

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the 

Resource Management Act 1991
2 https://www.selwyn.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/234223/Projections-website.pdf
3 Statistics NZ population projections, 5-17 yr olds, 2013 base (high scenario)
4 Statistics NZ population projections, 5-17 yr olds, 2013 base (high scenario)

What have we done so far?

• In 2014, Tai Tapu School received $2 million for replacement and additional

classrooms. Approximately $5 million has been allocated for four new classrooms at

Prebbleton School and six new classrooms at Lincoln Primary. We have also

recently increased capacity at Springston School.

• In 2018, we acquired land for a new primary school in south Lincoln. Ararira Springs

Primary School was built during 2018 and opened for Term 1, 2019.

• We opened Rolleston College in 2017 as a strategic response to growth in the

secondary cohort in the Lincoln/Rolleston area. In conjunction with establishing this

new secondary school, we supported Lincoln High School to reduce the number of

out-of-zone enrolments at the school. The school board managed this down over

time resulting in more student places being available for the growing local student

population.

• As a result of the opening of Rolleston College, we expect the roll at Lincoln High

School to either remain stable or decline slightly as students in Rolleston are now

enrolling locally at Rolleston College. This provides the Lincoln secondary network

with sufficient capacity to meet foreseeable demand.

• Every school in the Lincoln catchment has an enrolment scheme in place. The

opening of the new primary school has resulted in amendments to the enrolment

home zones of existing schools.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• Our analysis shows we’ll need to accommodate 500 additional students by 20213.

• Ararira Springs Primary School, a new primary school in south Lincoln, opened in

Term 1, 2019 with an initial capacity of 450 students. It is master planned to

accommodate up to 750 students. This, combined with the master planned capacity

of 700 students at Lincoln Primary School, will provide for 1,450 primary student

places across both urban schools.

• We will monitor roll growth at Prebbleton School to determine the necessary timing

for the final build stage of an additional 150 student places, taking it to its master

planned capacity of 700 students.

• Both Springston and Prebbleton school sites have limited options to accommodate

growth beyond what is currently planned. Each site is expected to accommodate

the planned residential capacity of each township. However, any changes to the

District Plan that enable further residential growth would impact the ability of these

schools to meet local demand. We will continue to work with Selwyn District Council

to monitor the progression of development in these areas as we consider the timing

of future roll growth decisions.

• Lincoln High School has an initial re-build capacity of 1,400 student places with long-

term planned capacity of 1,800 students.

Lincoln: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Lincoln is located in the Selwyn district, which is one of the fastest growing districts in New Zealand. Within the Lincoln catchment there are 6 full 

primary schools and a Y9-13 secondary school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 3,419 students. There are 10 

ORS students, and no students enrolled in Māori Medium education. 

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

Enrolment schemes have been implemented at all schools 

in the catchment. This ensures that the existing network is 

used efficiently, and allows capacity to be aligned to local 

demand.

Roll growth has been provided at five primary schools

Ararira Springs Primary School was established in 2017 

and opened for Term 1, 2019.

Rolleston College opened in 2017.  The opening of 

Rolleston College will reduce the catchment of Lincoln 

High and ensure capacity at Lincoln High can be 

dedicated to meeting the demands from growth within the 

Lincoln catchment.

2019 2022 2030

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Growth Plan to 2030

Lincoln: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Post-quake relocation

Land already zoned for future development

There is significant residential capacity 

across the Lincoln catchment, with capacity 

for more 3,200 dwellings within the 

development plans in the area.

Additional 

learners moving 

into region

Constraints on 

existing site 

capacity 

Stage 1 Ararira 

Springs Primary 

450 places

50 student places at 

Prebbleton School

Growth in rural population

Growth is occurring not just in the township 

of Lincoln, but also in the surrounding rural 

schools, particularly Prebbleton and 

Springston schools.

Between 2010 and 2017, primary school 

rolls increased by about 470 students.  This 

growth has also been experienced at the 

secondary level.

» We will monitor roll growth to determine timing of future provision.  

» We expect to add 150 places at Prebbleton School which would 

take it to its master planned capacity of 700 students.

» We expect to add capacity at Ararira Springs Primary School (a 

further 300 places) and Lincoln High School prior to 2030.

» 500 additional students by 2021

» 1,100 additional students by 2030

» Both Springston and Prebbleton School sites have limited options to accommodate growth beyond what is currently 

planned.  Each site is expected to accommodate the planned residential capacity of each township.  However, any 

changes to the District Plan that enable further residential growth would impact the ability of these schools to meet local 

demand. 

» To realise the potential for a pathway for Māori seeking education as Māori in this catchment, collaborative efforts with iwi, 

local Runaka (Runanga) and Kāhui Ako remain paramount. 

» The provision for kōhanga, bilingual or immersion education will require efforts from across the sector and we are 

committed to supporting this initiative to revitalise Māori language in education in the Selwyn district. 

» There is no specialist provision of learning support facilities in the Lincoln catchment. The nearby town of Rolleston is home 

to Waitaha School, which has two primary and one secondary satellites serving the Lincoln, Rolleston and Halswell areas. 

Further specialist provision for Learning Support may be considered within the wider Rolleston/Lincoln area if growth 

continues.

1,100 additional 

students by 2030

Potential Stage 2 Ararira 

Springs 

300 student places

Timing TBC

50 student places 

Prebbleton School –

timing TBC

50 student places at 

Prebbleton School –

timing TBC



Director’s message:

Ashburton has experienced comparatively rapid

population growth over the last decade. This

growth has been driven mostly by the strength

of the local rural economy, leading to growth in

both rural and urban parts of the district.

Our local schools in Ashburton are nearing

capacity and we have been supporting these

schools to manage future population growth. We are working hard to

utilise most of our existing infrastructure, so that our children have

access to schools that will meet their needs.

I am delighted to present this plan that, like other growth plans across

the country, shows how we plan to manage growth in the Ashburton

catchment and promote positive educational outcomes for every child.

Ngā mihi,

Coralanne Child

Ashburton’s growth story

Ashburton district is one of the country’s fastest growing rural districts

with a population increase of 22% since 20061. Ashburton District

Council has adopted long-term projections that follow the medium

growth scenario. These projections estimate a district-wide population

of 38,000 by 2030, up from 32,000 in 2013. Council recognise that

these projections are based on a relatively high level of net migration,

without which the population of the district will stabilise and potentially

decline.

Changing demographics are also a consideration in the Ashburton

catchment, with the urban population historically older than the rural

population. By 2043, the population of the 65yrs+ age group is

expected to almost double.

Residential development in the north of Ashburton is putting pressure

on existing primary schools in the area. The cohort of primary-aged

students is larger than we have seen historically. This means there is

a new and larger peak of students in the primary network that will move

through into the secondary network in the coming years.

The secondary network is currently at capacity. Our own roll

projections anticipate rapid growth in secondary rolls from 2021, with

an additional 300-500 secondary-aged students living in this catchment

by 20282.

Māori medium

Māori account for 7% of the Ashburton district population, and we expect this

to continue to increase as it has done since 2001. Within the Ashburton

district, there is currently no provision for Māori medium education, either

through kōhanga reo or formal schooling.

The Hakatere Kāhui Ako has set an achievement challenge of raising Māori

student achievement and is engaging with Waikato University to realise this.

The Kāhui Ako has engaged a lead teacher to work across all the schools to

lead this mahi, which includes developing culturally responsive and relational

pedagogy, gathering baseline data from students, whānau and teachers, and

engaging in shadow coaching and observation to change practice. The Kāhui

Ako is actively working to strengthen the quality of Māori language in

education provision that will be demonstrated by learner outcomes.

Learning Support

We know we have increasing demand from students accessing specialist

learning support facilities. Ashburton College currently has 12 ORS learners,

however we know there are also 30 ORS learners aged 5-12 years living in

the Ashburton area. The redevelopment of Ashburton College has

incorporated the need for specialist learning support spaces to address this

increase in demand.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

Primary and intermediate-aged population projections show a steady increase

out to 2030, with between 230-460 additional students needing to be

accommodated in the local network. Peak secondary-aged population is

anticipated around 2028. Beyond 2028, the high growth scenario shows the

secondary-aged population will slowly increase, however the medium scenario

shows this cohort declining.

• Additional student places are likely to be required in the medium-term in the

urban primary network as well as in the intermediate network. We will

continue to monitor school rolls and the effectiveness of enrolment

schemes to determine the timing of this.

• Additional capacity is anticipated to be required at Ashburton College.

There is a possibility that additional capacity may also be needed at Mt Hutt

College following the implementation of an enrolment scheme at Ashburton

College.

Beyond 2030

Growth beyond 2030 looks likely to be at a slower pace. We anticipate that by

successfully implementing the planning that is currently underway, we will be

able to adequately accommodate the projected school-age population beyond

2030.

What have we done so far?

• We have determined a master planned capacity for each school to assist with

our roll growth monitoring and planning.

• Ten schools in the catchment have enrolment schemes in place. We are

working with Ashburton College and Ashburton Netherby School to implement

a scheme, which are being consulted on. An enrolment scheme was recently

implemented at Ashburton Borough School.

• Approximately $10 million has been allocated to Ashburton Intermediate and

Allenton Schools for the replacement and refurbishment of a combined 24

teaching spaces, as well as one new teaching space at Allenton School.

• Approximately $50 million has been allocated for the redevelopment of

Ashburton College.

• We approved a maximum roll increase at one of the Catholic primary schools

in the district. This has ensured that access to diverse education provision has

kept pace with the growing population.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• Recent growth has exceeded Stats NZ projections. By 2020, our own

calculations estimate an additional 190-290 primary and intermediate-aged

students will need accommodating in the network. By 2022, we expect an

additional 210 secondary-aged students will need accommodating3. We plan

to manage this growth through a mix of responses, including enrolment

schemes and additional property provision.

• At the primary level, 75 student places are required in the short-term. Roll

growth monitoring will determine both the need and the potential timing of

these.

• Fifty student places are forecast for Ashburton Intermediate in 2021.

• At Ashburton College, an additional 160 student places are required in the

short-term as part of the planned redevelopment to accommodate anticipated

growth in the secondary-aged population.

• We plan to work with schools to explore enrolment schemes in the short-term.

We are also considering reviewing enrolment scheme boundaries at schools to

better manage growth.

• We will continue to monitor roll growth and collaborate with Ashburton District

Council to understand the location and timing of future residential

development.

Ashburton: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

1 Ashburton District Council, Long Term Plan 2018-2028
2,3 Regional network analysis, 2018



» Ashburton College and Ashburton Netherby are consulting on draft 

proposals.

» An enrolment scheme at Ashburton Borough School has recently 

been approved. 

» Two primary schools have received roll growth funding over 

recent years; and more is projected for Ashburton College and 

possibly Mt Hutt College as the primary-age cohort moves 

through into the two secondary schools in the district. 

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision 

Type

Additional learners moving into the region

Recent growth in primary school rolls has been a 

combination of the ‘bulge’ moving through the 

primary age group, combined with migration into 

the district.

The Ashburton catchment, south of Christchurch, is made up of 20 state and 3 state integrated schools.  There are 9 state contributing primary

schools, 8 state full primary schools, a state intermediate, a Y9-13 secondary and a Y7-13 secondary school.  There are also 2 state integrated 

full primary schools, and a state integrated composite Y1-10 school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 5,145 

students. There are 46 ORS students, and no students enrolled in Māori Medium education. 

Parent choice influencing utilisation

Some schools have experienced roll growth not 

as a result of a growing local community, but 

because parents are choosing to by-pass their 

local school to attend a school further away.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

2019 2022 2030

What’s Driving Growth

Growth Plan to 2030

Ashburton: Steady Growing
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Hinds School

25 student places

Ashburton Netherby 

primary 

25 student places

Ashburton College

160 student places

Ashburton 

Intermediate 

50 student places

Mt Hutt College 

40 student places

Ongoing monitoring of 

rolls

Ten schools have enrolment schemes, and we will 

explore enrolment schemes with other schools. This 

ensures we are making the best use of the existing 

capacity across the network.

Roll growth funding has been provided to two schools.  

Planning has been undertaken to determine where 

additional capacity will be required.

The maximum roll of the Catholic primary school in 

Ashburton was increased in 2016 in response to growing 

demand from the community for this type of special 

character provision.

Additional 

Learners moving 

into region

» Approximately 230 – 460 additional primary aged students 

and 300 - 500 secondary aged students will require access 

to a local state school over the next 10 years.

» There is currently no provision for Māori medium 

education, either through kōhanga reo or formal schooling.  

» The Hakatere Kāhui Ako has set an achievement 

challenge of raising Māori student achievement and is 

engaging with Waikato University to realise this. The Kāhui 

Ako is actively working to strengthen the quality of Māori 

language in education provision that will be demonstrated 

by learner outcomes.

» The redevelopment of Ashburton College provides an 

opportunity to support local provision of specialist learning 

support spaces to meet current and future demand.
Parent choice 

influencing 

Utilisation

» We will continue to monitor the effectiveness of enrolment 

schemes to determine the timing of future provision of 

additional places at the primary level.

Allenton School

22 student places

Ashburton College

80 student places



Director’s message:

Growth of the Halswell area has accelerated since the

earthquakes in 2010 and 2011. Development on the

ground has exceeded projections and is expected to

continue across the Halswell area as there is still

significant capacity available.

We are proud of the work we have already done in

Halswell to plan for growth in this catchment. Our strategic land acquisition

plan has been completed and we are confident we can continue to deliver

the right type of education in the right place and at the right time.

We are excited to share this plan for the future of education in Halswell out

to 2030. This plan outlines how we will continue to accommodate the

growth we expect in Halswell. The plan is holistic, taking account of

community aspirations and need, and will help to deliver an education

system that enables every New Zealander to achieve and be the best they

can be.

Ngā mihi

Coralanne Child

Halswell’s growth story

Christchurch City is part of the greater Christchurch High Growth Urban

Area1, with the city expected to increase in population from 387,000 in

2018 to 430,000 in 2030. Statistics NZ projections estimate the Halswell

area will grow from about 17,000 people to a population of 20,000 by 2021

and 27,000 by 20302.

The recent population growth in Halswell has been largely as a result of

the post-quake need for housing to accommodate displaced residents.

Southwest Christchurch is a large development area within the city. An

area plan was completed by Council in 2009 and has formed the basis for

development in the area. Halswell has significant greenfields capacity

already earmarked for growth, with a number of developments fast-tracked

to provide housing following the earthquakes.

What have we done so far?

• In 2006, following joint planning workshops with Council about the

development of the South West Area Plan, we purchased a site for a

future primary school in Milns Rd in the eastern part of the catchment.

We also identified the need for a future primary school in the southwest.

Pre-earthquakes, the planned staging of growth in Halswell meant that

this site would be required beyond 2020.

Māori medium

In the Halswell catchment, there is a pathway for Māori seeking education as

Māori. There is one kōhanga reo in the Halswell catchment. One of the two

composite kura within Christchurch offering education in Māori medium is

located within this catchment. Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te whānau Tahi had a

2017 roll of 149 tauira receiving education through Level 1 immersion. Te

Kōmanawa Rowley School offers te reo Māori (MME Level 3) and is the only

primary school in the South Island also offering Gagana Samoan language

curriculum enrichment.

The local secondary school, Hillmorton High School, provides a potential

secondary pathway for te reo Māori and Gagana Samoan language learners

through language classes in the high school, however there is not yet capacity

to offer Māori medium. In Halswell and surrounding areas, we have focussed on

providing targeted support to school leaders, as well as accessible support from

Resource Teachers of Māori and relevant professional development.

Learning Support

Knights Stream School hosts a satellite from Waitaha School. This provides

local access to a specialist facility for primary students enrolling in Waitaha

School. At the secondary level, these students may transition to learning

support provision at Hillmorton High School, where there is currently 33

learners accessing this support between Y7-15. Hillmorton High also partners

with Van Asch Deaf Education Centre to provide a specialist hub for secondary

learners who are deaf and hard of hearing.

Halswell Residential College is located within this catchment and provides co-

educational residential accommodation for up to 32 students. The College is

one of three locations across the country where students who are not

supported by Te Kahu Tōī can enrol directly with the special school.

There has been considerable pressure on day special schools in Christchurch.

We expect the current number of special school enrolments will stabilise

through uptake of the inclusive learning model and as special schools work

collaboratively within Kāhui Ako to support learning pathways across their

satellite network and across partner and local schools.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, the population growth in Halswell is expected to continue, but at

a slower rate. Statistics NZ projects the population to grow from 27,000 in 2030

to 33,000 in 2043. The additional primary provision being planned now is

anticipated to provide adequate capacity to accommodate long-term growth.

Similarly, the secondary network is anticipated to be sufficient in the longer-

term.

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991
2 SNZ population projections, 2017 (2013 base, Medium scenario for 7 CAUs)
3 Regional network analysis, September 2018
4 Regional network analysis, September 2018

Halswell: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

• As a result of the need to replace homes lost following the earthquakes, the

development of Knights Stream Park was fast-tracked to meet demand.

Consequently, we brought forward the site acquisition for southwest

Halswell, acquiring a primary school site in 2014. Knights Stream Primary

School opened on this site in Term 1, 2019 with initial capacity for 450

students, and a master planned capacity of 700 students.

• We engaged with the community and schools in the catchment as part of

the establishment process for Knights Stream School, and we confirmed the

secondary pathway is to the local school with no expectation of new

secondary schooling in this catchment.

• We worked with all schools in the catchment to develop master plans to

ensure additional capacity will be provided in a managed way to meet the

long term needs of the schools in the area.

• Site acquisition for this catchment has been undertaken and the spatial plan

for primary provision is complete. No further acquisition is anticipated to be

required to meet projected growth in the medium term.

• All of the primary schools in the catchment have enrolment schemes, apart

from one which is not at risk of overcrowding. We are currently working with

Hillmorton High School to develop an enrolment scheme.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

Our own projections show that we can expect to accommodate an additional

400 school-aged students in Halswell by 20213.

• We will continue to monitor school rolls to ensure we implement Stage 2 of

Knights Stream School in advance of demand.

• There is capacity in the secondary network and Hillmorton High School has

been master planned for a long-term capacity of 2,000 students. A staged

building process is planned to bring capacity to 1,000 students.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

In the medium term, we expect an additional 1,000 school-aged students will

require access to a local state school by 20304. To accommodate this growth:

• We will continue to monitor school rolls and capacity across the catchment,

as well as the rate of development uptake in the area. Additional capacity

will be implemented at existing schools as monitoring indicates it is

necessary. This includes determining the timeframe for building Hillmorton

High to its master planned capacity.

• The Milns Rd site remains as part of our medium-long term spatial plan for

primary schooling in the Halswell area. The establishment of a school on

this site would occur in response to residential development in the area.



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

Network 

solutions

Establish New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 
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Expanding
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Type

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet growth 

in the region

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Halswell: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Southwest Christchurch is one of only two new 

development areas for the city.  A number of 

developments were fast-tracked as a result of 

the earthquakes.

This programme has been used to future proof 

the existing schools in Halswell taking into 

account the new Knights Stream School and 

identifying where short-term demand is.

Rapid post-quake growth

Christchurch Schools Renewal Programme 

Community desire for additional secondary school

We have engaged with the community and 

confirmed the secondary pathway is to 

Hillmorton High School.

All of the schools in the catchment have enrolment schemes in place 

apart from one which is not at risk of overcrowding.  We are currently 

working with Hillmorton High School to develop a scheme. Amendments 

will be made as new schools open.

Our strategic land acquisition plan has been completed and no further 

acquisition is anticipated to be required to meet projected growth in the 

medium-term.  We own a site in Milns Road that we anticipate will 

accommodate a future primary school. 

Knights Stream School opened in Term 1, 2019 with initial capacity for 

450 students, and a master planned capacity of 700 students.

We have worked with schools to develop master plans to ensure 

additional capacity is provided in a managed way.

Knights Stream 

Stage 1 

450 student 

places

Further 

investment at 

secondary level 

to increase 

capacity

Hillmorton 

High School

150 student 

places

Potential new 

primary school at 

Milns Road –

timing and 

capacity to be 

determined

» We will explore adjustments to enrolment scheme home 

zones over time as development continues and enrolment 

patterns are better understood.  This will align demand 

and capacity for each school home zone.

» A new enrolment scheme is being developed with 

Hillmorton High School.

» Additional capacity will be provided to Knights Stream School 

as further stages of development result from ongoing roll 

monitoring.

» Additional capacity of 150 places will be provided to Hillmorton 

High School to bring capacity to 1,000.  The high school has 

been master planned to a roll of 2,000 and additional capacity 

will be provided through a staged building process.

» Knights Stream School opened in Term 1, 2019 with an 

initial capacity of 450 students.

» Timing of a new primary school at the Milns Road site will 

be determined by ongoing monitoring of rolls and 

development uptake.

» Engagement with schools and the community confirmed 

there would not be an additional secondary school in the 

catchment.  

Halswell, in Christchurch City, is expected to grow from 17,000 people to a population of 20,000 by 2021 and 27,000 by 2030.  The catchment is 

made up of 2 state full primary schools, 3 state contributing primary schools, a state Y7-15 secondary school, a state integrated composite Y1-15 

school, and a state integrated full primary school. As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 3,116 students. There are 45 

ORS students, and no students enrolled in Māori Medium education. 

Hillmorton High 

School enrolment 

scheme

Potential Stage 2 

Knights Stream

250 primary 

student places

» TKKM Te Whānau Tahi, while serving a wider catchment than 

just Halswell, provides a local Māori medium pathway.  

» There is also a pathway for Gagana Samoan language learners 

through Te Kōmanawa Rowley School and language classes at 

Hillmorton High School.

» A satellite of Waitaha School opened on the site of the new 

Knights Stream School.

» Hillmorton High School provides specialist support for learners 

with ORS (Y7-15) within a learning support hub.  They also host 

a satellite provision for students enrolled at Van Asch Deaf 

Education Centre who are deaf and hard of hearing.

» There has been considerable pressure on day special schools in 

Christchurch. We expect the current number of special school 

enrolments to stabilise through uptake of the inclusive learning 

model and as the network realigns with the special school 

catchments.



Rolleston: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Director’s message:

Rolleston’s growth over the past 10 years has been

rapid. There has been a huge increase in population and

we have initiated major construction projects at the

schools, refurbished existing classrooms and worked

extensively with the Selwyn District Council to improve

education provision in the area. This growth is set to

continue with major economic drivers providing secure

employment opportunities in the town.

In our 20-year plan for Rolleston, we have already been future-proofing the

town’s education needs through additions to the Rolleston school landscape

with West Rolleston Primary, Lemonwood Grove Primary, Rolleston College

and the relocation of Waitaha School.

We are pleased to have a collaborative and co-operative Kāhui Ako to work

with us as we continue to meet the challenges that Rolleston’s rapid growth

presents us with.

Ngā mihi

Coralanne Child

Rolleston’s growth story

Rolleston has been experiencing rapid growth since 2010, heavily influenced by

a post-quake need for housing. Engagement with schools and the community

post-earthquake confirmed the desired educational pathway as Y1-8 full

primary schools and Y9-15 secondary schooling.

The Selwyn district is part of the greater Christchurch High Growth Urban Area,

with the district expected to increase in population from 58,000 in 2018 to

81,000 in 20301. Council projections estimate Rolleston will grow to a

population of 22,000 by 2021 and 27,000 by 20302. Based on 2013 census

information, the town has a young demographic, with a higher proportion of the

population under the age of 15 years (27%), and fewer people over the age of

65 years (7%).

As new development occurs, both Lemonwood Grove and Clearview Primary

are expected to exceed capacity by 2021. District planning data shows that

demand from within the home zones for these schools will exceed their master

planned capacity. Rolleston College (the only secondary school in the

catchment) is anticipated to reach its master planned capacity by 2027/28.

What have we done so far?

Since 2010, we have been implementing our strategic spatial plan. We have

established four full primary schools, one of which is an integrated school.

Additional classrooms have been added to West Melton School, however there

is limited capacity at this site to accommodate any further significant growth in

the West Melton population.

Māori medium

In the 2013 Census, about 7% of the population in Selwyn district identified

as Māori. There are no kōhanga reo in the Selwyn district and virtually no

pathway for Māori seeking education in te reo. Burnham School offers Level 2

Māori medium education, with a July 2017 roll of 30 tauira. Te Taumutu

Rūnunga is actively involved in the leadership and stewardship groups of the

Kāhui Ako. This is intended to support and influence the Kāhui Ako focus on

Māori student achievement, supporting schools to provide access to te reo.

The application of the Tau Mai Te Reo strategy in this catchment remains a

priority, to support the current efforts of Te Rūnanga o Taumotu, Kāhui Ako

and to realise a pathway for Māori seeking education as Māori within the

catchment. The Kōhanga Reo Trust is working towards re-establishing the

kōhanga reo at Burnham (in Burnham Military Camp), which closed around

2008. This is at the request of whānau from the Rolleston region as there is

no other kaupapa provision in the district.

Learning Support

There has been considerable pressure on day special schools in the

southwest area of Christchurch. Roll growth has been driven by an increase

in population in the area, including Rolleston. We expect the current number

of special school enrolments will stabilise through uptake of the inclusive

learning model and as special schools work collaboratively within Kāhui Ako

to support learning pathways across their satellite network and across

partner and local schools.

Waitaha School is a special day school that has been relocated to a purpose

built facility. This is now co-located with Lemonwood Grove School, a full

primary school, and the base facility has capacity for 50 learners. Waitaha

School also has a primary school satellite at West Rolleston School and a

secondary satellite at Rolleston College. Each of the new satellites provides

capacity for 16 learners.

• Further additional secondary provision is expected to be required in the

next 6-8 years, and we are currently investigating sites through the

acquisition process.

• We will continue to monitor school rolls and capacity to inform decision-

making around the required opening for future schooling.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, the population growth in Rolleston is expected to continue, but

at a slower rate. Council data projects the population to grow from 27,000 in

2030 to 33,000 in 2043. The additional secondary provision being planned

now is anticipated to provide adequate capacity to accommodate long-term

growth. However, additional capacity at the primary level is likely if greenfield

areas ear-marked for future development are re-zoned by Council. We will

continue to respond to changes in land use driven by changes to district

planning processes.

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the Resource 

Management Act 1991
2 https://www.selwyn.govt.nz/__data/assets/pdf_file/0016/234223/Projections-website.pdf

• Temporary capacity was added to Clearview Primary and Rolleston School

to accommodate growth until Rolleston West School and Lemonwood

Grove School were opened (2016 and 2017 respectively).

• At the secondary level, Rolleston College was opened in 2017 with an initial

capacity of 1,100 students. The College has been master-planned for 1,800

student places.

• All schools have enrolment schemes in place, except for Burnham School

which largely services the NZDF community at Burnham Military Camp. As

new schools are established, these schemes are amended as required.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

Our own projections show that demand for primary schooling in Rolleston

could reach 2,700 student places by 2021, and demand for secondary

schooling could approach 1,300 student places.

• Additional capacity is being planned for Lemonwood Grove School in the

southwest as local development progresses. Further stages will add an

additional 350 student places at the school.

• Site acquisition is underway for a new primary school in the south-east of

the township and will be completed in 2019. Planning is underway for an

initial capacity of 400 student places and master planned for 750 student

places. This school is planned to open in 2021/22 and will complete the

spatial plan for primary school provision across Rolleston.

• We are planning for additional secondary capacity at Rolleston College to

provide an additional 700 student places, up to the master planned capacity

of 1,800.

• We are engaging with our school community on the future direction for

meeting schooling demand in Rolleston, including the triggers for when we

will respond to growth. As part of this engagement, we are working with

schools to develop a plan for a network response to growth.

• There is an identified need for a dedicated Y7-8 technology facility within

the local community.

• We will continue to work with Selwyn District Council as we consider future

schooling options, and monitor the progression of development in

Rolleston.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

In the medium term, we anticipate an additional 700-1,000 primary-aged and

600-820 secondary-aged students will require access to a local state school in

the Rolleston catchment by 2030. We’re planning now to accommodate this

growth.



What’s influencing the Growth Plan

» Waitaha School has been co-located with the recently opened 

Lemonwood Grove School and satellites of this special school 

have been incorporated in the new schools of West Rolleston 

(primary) and Rolleston College (secondary).

» We will explore adjustments to enrolment scheme home 

zones over time, as development continues and enrolment 

patterns are better understood.  This will align demand 

and capacity for each school home zone.

» Additional teaching spaces will be provided as further 

stages of development to Lemonwood Grove School and 

Rolleston College based on roll growth at each of these 

schools.

Network 

solutions

» The fifth state primary school is planned to open in 2021/22. This will 

complete the spatial plan for primary schools across Rolleston. 

» Planning for secondary schooling beyond Rolleston College’s master 

planned capacity of 1,800 is under way.  A site will be acquired following 

engagement with Selwyn District Council and local schools.  Current 

projections suggest a school may be required in 2027/28. 

Establish

New 

Schools

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding 

Provision Type

» Engagement with schools and community post-earthquake confirmed the 

educational pathway as Y1-8 full primary schools and Y9-15 secondary 

schooling.

» Y7-8 students travel to schools outside the township for technology 

provision.  Local provision is being established to support the Kāhui Ako.

If we do not respond early and future proof for 

growth, there will be limited sites suitable for 

future schools. 

As  new greenfield development occurs 

Lemonwood Grove and Clearview Primary will 

reach capacity by 2021 and the secondary 

network by 2027/28.

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

Rolleston, in the Selwyn district, is one of the fastest growing areas in New Zealand. The Rolleston catchment is made up of 7 state full primary 

schools, a state Y9-15 secondary school, and a state integrated full primary school.  As at July 2018, this catchment had a combined school roll 

of 3,491 students, including 30 Māori Medium students and 19 ORS students.

Rolleston: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

Rapid growth leading to limited land sites

Current network will reach full capacity

Uncertainty about rate of residential development

High risk that residential development may 

occur at a faster rate than projected requiring us 

to be flexible in the timing of our responses.

Enrolment schemes have been implemented at all of the state schools.  

Each enrolment scheme home zone takes account of the long term 

spatial plan for primary schooling across the Rolleston Township.  

Amendments have been made as new schools have opened.

District planning data shows that demand from within Lemonwood 

Grove School and Clearview Primary will exceed the master planned 

capacity of these schools. Acquisition of a site in Rolleston East will be 

completed in mid-2019.

Temporary capacity was provided to Clearview Primary and Rolleston 

School to accommodate growth until Rolleston West School and 

Lemonwood Grove Schools were opened (2016 and 2017 respectively).  

A new non-denominational Christian school was integrated in 2015 to 

meet growing demand from the local community for access to this 

special character provision.  

» Where there is scarcity of suitable land, early acquisition of sites 

reduces costs and ensures we can respond to projected demand.

» Early acquisition increases the opportunity for collaborative 

planning with local government to ensure that sites:

» are located close to community infrastructure such as halls,                  

libraries and sports facilities.

» maximise the potential of access via cycling and walking

Potential new 

primary school 

(Rolleston East)

400 student 

places

Stage 2 Rolleston 

College 

700 student places

Stage 2 

Lemonwood Grove 

350 student places

Acquire land for a future 

secondary school

Potential new 

secondary 

school

900 student 

places

Stage 2 

Rolleston East 

primary

350 student 

places

Availability 

of 

appropriate 

land sites

Year 7-8 

technology facility 

for 720 students
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Director’s message:

Wanaka has experienced rapid growth in recent

years, which is forecast to continue. While we

enjoy the opportunities and prosperity that

comes with this growth, it also brings

challenges.

The Wanaka community has been actively

engaged in long-term planning for education provision, and we are

continuing to work with schools to manage future population growth.

This community has indicated it values a cohesive vision and master

plan for Wanaka, and wants to ensure ongoing access to the natural

environment and a strong sense of community.

We have invested in new infrastructure where that has been

necessary. We will continue to work hard to ensure that children have

access to an education system that delivers equitable and excellent

outcomes.

I am pleased to present this plan that shows how we will manage

growth across the wider Wanaka area.

Ngā mihi,

Julie Anderson

Wanaka’s growth story

The Queenstown Lakes district is one of the country’s fastest growing

districts with a population increase of 19% since 20061. When

compared with the national average, the district has a smaller

proportion of the population aged under 15 years, and over 65 years.

The largest age group is the 20-45 year olds.

Recent growth in the Wanaka catchment has exceeded Statistics NZ

projections. Queenstown Lakes District Council has adopted long-term

projections that sit between the high and medium growth scenarios.

For the Wanaka ward, these projections estimate a population of

16,700 by 2028, up from 9,500 in 20132.

Wanaka Primary School is the only state primary school in the

township, and has capacity for 650 students. The July 2018 roll is 719

students. The two smaller rural primary schools provide capacity for

285 students. The combined Y1-6 rolls across the Wanaka catchment

have been steadily increasing to 1,015 students in 2017, doubling in

size since 2010.

The secondary network comprises Mt Aspiring College which has also

seen its roll increase steadily since 2012.

Māori medium

In the Wanaka catchment, 10% of primary-aged students and 8% of

secondary-aged students identify as Māori, a proportion that has been

increasing since 20133. There is currently no provision for Māori medium

education in the Wanaka area, either through kōhanga reo or formal

schooling.

Learning Support

We expect that the Wanaka catchment will continue to meet the learning

support needs of all students within a fully inclusive network. Accordingly,

no additional specialist learning support spaces or satellites are proposed in

this area. We will continue to provide support to schools in this catchment

as they address these specialist needs.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

We already have plans underway to manage growth through to 2030.

Here’s how:

• It is anticipated that additional build stages of Te Kura o Take Kārara will

be required during this period. Current projections suggest this could be

required by 2025, depending on the final configuration of the enrolment

schemes.

• We estimate that up to 100 additional student places will be required at

Hawea Flat School prior to 2030 in order to accommodate anticipated

roll growth in the medium-term.

• Our own projections indicate that we will need to accommodate up to

1,600 students to meet projected growth in the secondary population to

2030. Our ongoing school roll monitoring will inform both the need and

potential timing for this provision.

Beyond 2030

We expect that based on current projections, the establishment of the new

primary school in the Wanaka South catchment, combined with the planned

long-term capacity of 650 at Wanaka Primary, is anticipated to meet

projected demand for the next 20 years. However, historically, rolls have

grown at rates that have exceeded projections. The master planning

capacity of 700 student places at the new primary school is therefore

intended to future-proof the primary network over the medium term.

We have also identified a master planned roll for Mt Aspiring College to

cater for up to 1,800 students to meet long-term population projections. Our

ongoing monitoring of rolls and development uptake will inform the timing of

decision-making around implementing additional capacity at the college.

Further work is required to develop a plan with the schools for how to

accommodate secondary school demand beyond the master planned

capacity of 1,800 student places.

1 Statistics NZ, Census data 2006-2013
2 https://www.qldc.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Council-Documents/Strategies-and-Publications/QLDC-Growth-Projections-to-2058.pdf
3 Based on July 2018 roll return data

Growth in the secondary-aged population has seen the college roll increase by

over 200 students between 2012 and 2017, with a further increase of 100

students between 2017 and 2018. We know that there is more growth coming in

the secondary population, as we see the primary-aged cohort move through the

schooling network.

What have we done so far?

• Hawea Flat School is the only school in the catchment with an enrolment

scheme in place.

• In 2015, we completed community engagement about future preferences for

managing growth and wider aspirations for education in the Wanaka

catchment.

• We have determined a master planned capacity for each school to assist with

our roll growth monitoring and planning.

• In 2017, we acquired a site for additional primary schooling in the Wanaka

township after determining the existing school site could not accommodate the

expected future population growth.

• Four temporary teaching spaces have been provided at Wanaka Primary

School to meet the projected growth until the new school opens. In 2016,

additional teaching spaces were also provided at Hawea Flat School.

• We are currently undertaking a significant redevelopment project at Mt

Aspiring College that will also see additional capacity provided. Additional

teaching spaces are being provided to increase the capacity of the college to

1,600 student places. This is anticipated to meet projected growth to beyond

2024.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• We anticipate we will need to accommodate 300-375 students in the network

to 2021.

• The new primary school in the Wanaka South catchment (Te Kura o Take

Kārara) is currently under construction and is anticipated to open for Term 1,

2020 with an initial capacity of 400 student places. The school has a master

planning roll of 700 student places.

• We are working with school boards now to implement enrolment schemes for

2020 for both the existing Wanaka Primary and Te Kura o Take Kārara. We

will work with schools to effectively manage their enrolment schemes to

support the best use of the existing network.

• We’ll continue to monitor roll growth and collaborate with Queenstown Lakes

District Council to understand the location and timing of future residential

development.

Wanaka: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



» Enrolment schemes are being implemented at Wanaka Primary School and Te 

Kura o Take Kārara.  This will help manage the roll at Wanaka Primary down 

back within the master planned capacity.  These schemes will be reviewed 

annually to ensure effective network management.

» Further roll growth pressure is expected at Hawea Flat School in response      

to residential development within its enrolment scheme including a Special 

Housing Area.

» Additional capacity as further stages of Te Kura o Take Kārara is anticipated 

to be required in response to roll trends following the opening of the new 

school.

» Additional capacity at Mt Aspiring College is anticipated to be required in the 

short-term.  

Network 

solutions

Enrolment 

zones

Roll growth 

funding

Expanding 

Provision 

Type

» Further work is required to develop a plan with the schools for how to 

accommodate secondary school demand beyond the master planned 

capacity of 1,800.

» Ongoing monitoring of the dwelling capacity potential within the 

catchment of Hawea Flat School is necessary.  

Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet growth in the region

Te Kura o Take Kārara was established in 2017, opening in 

2020 with initial capacity for 400 students and master 

planned for a total 700 students.

Funding for 13 roll growth teaching spaces has been 

approved along with the complete redevelopment of the Mt 

Aspiring College.  

The maximum roll of the local Catholic school has been 

increased in response to the growth in the local population –

and growth in demand for this type of special character 

provision.

Wanaka: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

2019 2022 2030

What’s Driving Growth

Growth Plan to 2030

Wanaka is located in the Queenstown Lakes District, one of the fastest growing regions in New Zealand. In the Wanaka catchment there are 2 

contributing state primary schools, a state full primary school, a secondary school (Y7-15) and a state integrated full primary school. As at July 

2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 2,113 students. There are 11 ORS students, and no students enrolled in Māori Medium 

education. 

Uncertainty about the 

rate of residential 

development

There is a high risk 

that residential 

development may 

occur at a faster rate 

than projected, 

requiring us to be 

flexible in the timing 

of our responses.

Hawea Flat 

primary 

50 student 

places

Mt Aspiring 

College 

250 student 

places

Te Kura o Take 

Kārara opens
Roll growth 

teaching spaces 

open at Mt 

Aspiring College

Mt Aspiring 

College 

80 student 

places

Hawea Flat 

primary

50 student 

places

Potential Stage 2 

Te Kura o Take 

Kārara

300 student 

places

» We expect the Wanaka catchment will 

continue to meet the learning support 

needs of all students within a fully 

inclusive network.  Accordingly, no 

additional specialist learning support 

spaces or satellites are proposed in 

this area.  

» We will continue to provide support to 

schools in this catchment as they 

address these specialist needs.
Additional 

Learners

» Additional 300-375 students by 2021.

» Potential secondary-aged population of 1,600 by 2030.

Mt Aspiring College 

180 student places

New enrolment 

schemes implemented 

at Wanaka Primary and 

Te Kura o Take Kārara



Director’s message:

The Wakatipu Basin has experienced rapid growth

over the last two decades. This growth looks set to

continue in the decade ahead. While growth is exciting

and provides opportunities and prosperity to regions, it

also comes with challenges.

Our 2009 plan for growth was implemented ahead of

of schedule and we are excited to continue planning

for the future of education with the Wakatipu Basin

community. Engagement processes to date have told us the community

values the natural environment, schools that are easily accessible and

retaining community cohesion.

I am very pleased to present the following plan for growth for the Wakatipu

Basin area out to 2030. The plan is holistic, taking into account community

aspirations and need, whilst balancing our responsibilities as an effective

steward of the wider education system.

Ngā mihi

Julie Anderson

Wakatipu Basin’s growth story

• The Wakatipu Basin is experiencing fast and dynamic growth.

Queenstown is a High Growth Urban Area1, and Queenstown Lakes

District Council has been successful in securing $40 million in MBIE’s

Housing Infrastructure Fund loans to fund new infrastructure at Quails

Rise South, Ladies Mile and Kingston.

• Statistics NZ projects the population in the Basin to grow by around 20-

25,000 by 2030. Our own projections modelled out to 2028 expect us to

see an additional 900 – 1,350 school-aged students2.

• We know growth in Wakatipu occurs rapidly, which leads to limited

opportunities for suitable land for school sites.

• The 2018 capacity of the state primary school network is 2,700 student

places. The capacity is expected to be exceeded by 2021-2022. The

2018 capacity of the secondary school network is 1,200 student places,

and capacity is expected to be exceeded by 2022.

What have we done so far?

• Since 2009, we have delivered the Wakatipu Basin Growth Strategy. This

has included changing school structures to support student pathways

through full primary schools to Y9-15 secondary schooling.

1 National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity, an instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the 

Resource Management Act 1991
2, 2018-2028 Wakatipu Basin Education Growth Plan (2018)

• Enrolment schemes have been implemented and amended as new schools

are established.

• Since 2010, we have invested approximately $45 million in property

responses to growth, including new teaching space at existing schools, two

new schools, and the redevelopment and re-sizing of Arrowtown Primary

School. We have also invested in the relocation of Wakatipu High School.

Planning for short-term growth (3 years)

• By 2023, our projections show an increase in population of between 325-500

primary-age children and between 350-375 secondary-aged children. We will

meet this short-term demand through a variety of responses, including

building new permanent capacity where it is needed. We will also deliver

temporary spaces to schools where and when required.

• Three of the four state primary schools have enrolment schemes, which

enables the management of high growth catchments.

• In December 2018, we acquired a site for a fifth primary school in Hanley

Farms development, near Jack’s Point. Timing for the establishment and

construction of this school is yet to be confirmed, but could be within three

years.

• In 2019, we will finalise a site acquisition plan for future primary and

secondary school provision. We anticipate the acquisition plan to include 2-3

additional primary sites and one additional secondary site.

• Across the primary network, an additional 225 permanent and up to 175

temporary student places are expected to be required in the next three years

to accommodate growth until a new school in Hanley Farms development is

opened in 2021 (at the earliest). Further temporary spaces may be needed if

the primary school opening is delayed.

• Complete land acquisition in accordance with the Site Acquisition Plan

by 2025.

• Continue to monitor school rolls against master planned capacity, and

establish new schools as monitoring determines it is necessary.

• Continue ongoing collaboration with the Kāhui Ako and wider

community in relation to community preferences and governance

structures for new schooling provision.

Beyond 2030

Beyond 2030, the student population in the Wakatipu Basin is anticipated

to continue to grow, albeit at a slower rate. The population of primary

school-aged students in the district is expected to plateau from about 2031

onwards and remain constant to 2043. Secondary school-aged student

numbers are expected to continue to grow to 2043, however the scale of

growth is significantly less than short-medium term growth.

The site acquisitions plan will position us to be able to respond to growing

demand for schooling through to 2043. Roll growth monitoring will

determine when the establishment of a new school/s is necessary.

• A new school is forecast within the current Shotover Primary School

catchment and we are reviewing our timeframe for delivering this in light of

recent developments.

• We will also need to expand Wakatipu High School by an additional 600

places as the primary school age population cohort moves through into

secondary schooling.

Planning for medium-term growth (3-10 years)

In the medium term, we anticipate an additional 900 - 1,350 school-aged children

will need to be accommodated in the Wakatipu Basin catchment by 20282. We’re

planning now to accommodate this growth. We will:

• Continue to collaborate with QLDC to determine the location of future

residential growth so as to maximise the potential for walking and cycling to

school.

Māori medium

In July 2017, there were 256 Māori students enrolled at schools across the

Wakatipu Basin. Of the 256 students, 188 (46%) received no te reo

instruction; with the remainder receiving Level 5 or 6 (less than 3 hours per

week). With the exception of Arrowtown School, which provided Level 5,

the primary schools all offered Level 6 Taha Māori. There is no te reo

provision at Wakatipu High School.

Puna playgroup provides Māori medium learning in the early childhood

sector. We plan to monitor Māori medium engagement in the early

childhood sector and explore options to cater for demand at other levels of

schooling.

Learning Support

As at May 2018, there were 14 ORS-verified students enrolled at schools

in the Wakatipu Basin. These students are enrolled at six of seven primary

and secondary state and state integrated schools in the Wakatipu Basin.

The number of ORS students in the area is lower than other student

populations with 0.36% of students ORS-verified, compared to national

average levels of at least 1.0%.

There are no special school satellites hosted by local schools. The local

schools have a strong culture of inclusive practice meeting the needs of

students. We will continue to provide additional learning support through

an integrated response by the schools rather than specific units or

satellites.

Wakatipu Basin: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030



Here’s what's already underway that’s giving us a head start to meet 

growth in the region

Rapid growth leading to limited land sites

If we do not respond early and future-

proof for growth, there will be limited 

sites suitable for acquisition and they 

will come at a premium. 

Current network will reach capacity

The primary network is projected to 

reach capacity by 2021 and the 

secondary network by 2022.

Uncertainty about rate of residential development

High risk that residential development 

will occur at a faster rate than 

projected requiring us to be flexible in 

the timing of our responses.

Acquisition of a site in Hanley Farms development was completed in 

late 2018.

Enrolment schemes have been implemented at all but one of the state 

schools. Each enrolment scheme home zone takes account of the 

geographic constraint of the Basin and the site capacity available.

Arrowtown School, Shotover Primary School and Remarkables Primary 

have already received funding for additional capacity.

25 student 

places

Potential new 

primary school

400 places

150 student 

places

200 

student 

places

» Where there is scarcity of suitable land, early acquisition of sites will reduce costs and ensure 

that the Ministry will be able to respond to projected demand.

» Early acquisition increases the opportunity for collaborative planning with local government to 

ensure that sites:

» are located close to community infrastructure such as halls, libraries and sports facilities.

» maximise the potential of access via cycling and walking

» The Ministry will work alongside individual schools and the wider community to explore options as 

the demand for diverse educational options increases.

» There is little provision for Māori Medium. We plan to monitor Māori medium engagement in the 

early childhood sector and explore options to cater for demand at other levels of schooling.

» There are no special school satellites hosted by local schools. The local schools have a strong 

culture of inclusive practice meeting the needs of students. We will continue to provide additional 

learning support through an integrated response by the schools rather than specific units or 

satellites.

Stage 2 Wakatipu 

High 

600 student places

A non-denominational Christian school was integrated in 2011 to meet 

growing demand from the local community for access to this special 

character provision. 

» The enrolment scheme home zones form the basis 

for planning for future demand. However, all the 

growth can not be met through enrolment zones 

alone due to geographic constraint of the basin and 

the site capacity available at each school.

» Additional roll growth 

provision will meet a large 

proportion of growth 

demands in the short to 

medium turn as all state 

schools have site capacity 

available except 

Remarkables Primary. 

» A new primary school will be required in the short term. We anticipate a 

school on the Hanley Farms development site to be opened in 2021/22.

» Additional schools will be required in the medium-long term. Advice 

about future new schooling provision will be provided in conjunction with 

the land acquisition plan.

» We are currently reviewing our timeframes for primary provision in 

Ladies Mile.

Establish 

New 

Schools

Enrolment 

Zones

Roll 

growth 

funding

Expanding

Provision Type

» The 2009 Wakatipu Basin Growth Strategy 

included changing school structures to 

support student pathways through full 

primary schools to Y9-15 secondary 

schooling. 
Network solutions

Early 

acquisition 

of land

Acquisition 

of site for 

new primary

Identify and purchase land for future primary and secondary schooling

Wakatipu Basin: Blueprint for Growth
New Zealand Education Growth Plan to 2030

This growth plan covers the Queenstown Lakes District in the Otago Southland education region. In the Wakatipu Basin catchment, there are 7 

schools including 5 state schools and 2 state integrated schools.  Of these, 6 are full primary schools and one a secondary school. As at July 

2018, this catchment had a combined school roll of 3,319 students, including 13 ORS students. There are 14 ORS students, and no students 

enrolled in Māori Medium education. 

What’s influencing the Growth Plan

2019 2022 2030

Growth Plan to 2030

New primary and 

secondary provision –

timing to be 

determined
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Overview of methodology and planning model
National Education Growth Plan 2030

• The NEGP has been developed as 39 catchment plans covering the areas of highest student population growth, which are having the biggest impact on existing 

schools, and increasing demand for new infrastructure across New Zealand’s state school network. There will undoubtedly be migration, popularity and roll 

changes in the remaining school network catchments that may have impacts over time. 

• Each growth area, or “catchment”, requires a specific and targeted response.  The NEGP compiles these responses across the decade to 2030 and provides the 

basis for decision-making on investment spend in high growth areas.

• Catchment planning boundaries have been developed to support our future planning. These catchment planning areas consider the current education pathways, 

schooling structure and geographic location. By taking a catchment planning approach, we can plan for the right capacity in the school network to deliver in the 

right place at the right time. 

• The Ministry has developed the New Zealand Catchment Planning Model (NZCPM) to forecast the student place demand and distribution for education 

infrastructure. The model compares the forecast demand with the space available in schools (supply), including approved new space, to identify the potential 

future requirement for additional student places.  

• The NZCPM integrates Ministry data with insights and information from the education sector, local authorities and from across government agencies, as well as 

current and projected housing development activity at a catchment level. This data will provide a short, medium and long term forecasts to guide for our demand 

pressures across the school network. For example, the Ministry works closely with Auckland Council as part of the Unitary Plan along with other key agencies. 

• The 39 catchments are the same high growth urban areas identified under the National Policy Statement on Urban Development Capacity (NPS-UDC), a 

regulatory instrument issued under Section 52(2) of the Resource Management Act 1991.

• The NPS-UDC requires high growth councils to assess housing supply and demand, monitor and report on housing and development market indicators, and 

prepare 30-year future development strategies. This means they must identify spatially where future development will occur and the staging of this 

development. We are finding this assessment and monitoring work is driving greater collaboration between the Ministry and councils as future growth planning 

occurs.

• The NEGP is a flexible, dynamic and live document, subject to change and revision as necessary and required as new areas of growth emerge or patterns of 

development change. We will monitor the NEGP annually and review as required to ensure that we are continuing to provide accurate, reliable and up-to date 

information and data to inform the right investment decisions into the future.



National Education Growth Plan

Methodology: Catchment Forecasting & Planning

Layered approach to long term demand forecasting

5yr1yr 10yr

Timeframe for Network Impact

Limits and 
Constraints

Roll 
Management

Network 
Structure

School Long 
Term 

Development 
Plans

Policy Settings

Peer Review 
and Cross 
Check to 
Planning 
Hierarchy

Demand 
Allocation

Distribution of Students 
in Education System

Statistics NZ School Age Population Projections

School Roll Data

Existing School Portfolio

Enrolment Patterns

Additional Planning Information

Forecast Demand 
for Student Places

Catchment  Planning
Supply of Student 

Places

Iwi Relationships

Collaborative Partnerships

Government and Ministry

School Redevelopment
(sometimes includes Roll Growth)

School Expansion –
Growing existing schools

(sometimes includes Redevelopments)

School Expansion –
New Schools

Change of Class / Network 
Structure

Enrolment Scheme Changes

School Transport

Feedback Effect of Implementation on Data Inputs

Monitoring and Review

How do we manage our school networks?



Response Key levers

Enrolment zones

Network response

Expand provision

Land and new schools

National Education Growth Plan

Methodology: 30 Year Programme Approach

Layered approach to long term demand forecasting

Land acquisition  and build

Add space

Where we are now: (1-10 yrs)
• Catchment planning

• Responding to growth
• Quality school environments

• Rolling multi-year programme

5yr1yr 10yr

Change network

Enrolment schemes

Low

Med

High

Ongoing monitoring and review to respond to demand

Government policy
• Housing policy

• National Policy Statement –
Urban Development 
Capacity

• Infrastructure funding
• Education policy

Improving the schooling network and enhancing children's wellbeingComprehensive, multi –layered forecasting demand for student places

Support the delivery of social and wellbeing outcomes for students

Timeframe for Network Impact

Merge, relocate schools

Change school age range

New classrooms 
temporary or permanent

Student 
location

Roll trend Stats 
trends

Local 
demand

Council 
LTP

District 
plans

Student Places

School 
capacity

Network 
structure

Enrolment 
patterns

Local 
Insights

National

Data

Government 
policy

Infrastructure planning
Auckland Unitary Plan

District planning
Local development

Where we are heading: (1-30 yrs+)
• Deliver sufficient capacity in the right place at the right time

• Plan for change that will involve a variety of ways that learning may be delivered within the 
community

• A programme approach to manage student demand beyond the 10 year horizon

• Equitable access across the New Zealand school network

Responding to the demand for student places




