
OIA: 1223050 

National Office, Mātauranga House, 33 Bowen Street, Wellington 6011 

PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140. Phone: +64 4 463 8000 Fax: +64 4 463 8001 education.govt.nz 

Thank you for your email of 8 March 2020 to the Ministry of Education requesting the following 
information:  

Hi there, this is a request for the following information in accordance with the Official 
Information Act 1982 — a report reportedly commissioned by the Ministry of Education 
in 2012.  

This is regarding the Thurston Place College in east Auckland and was cited in 
numerous newspaper articles at the time […] 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the OIA). I am 
providing you with a copy of a report that was carried out by AECOM in 2011 titled 
Consultation with the Pakuranga – Howick Community Regarding Thurston Place College. 

It is important to note that appearing in Appendix B of the report are profiles of potential 
students at Thurston Place College. These profiles and the names of students were created 
for the purposes of this report to give an idea of the range of backgrounds students that might 
be enrolled in the College would be likely to have. These profiles are fictitious and are in no 
way connected to specific individuals. 

The AECOM report is more than eight years old now, and is part of the Ministry’s archives of 
historic documents and reports.  At the time it was written it influenced the Ministry’s thinking 
in relation to having Thurston Place College operating in Buckland Beach.  A decision was 
made not to open the school and later it was legally closed. Resourcing that would have been 
invested in the school funded the Creative Learning Scheme to provide education for 42 
students that, at that time, would have attended the College. More recently the Ministry has 
developed the Te Kahu Tōī Intensive Wraparound Services to support students that 
experience significant challenges in their lives.  This programme provides a comprehensive, 
holistic, youth and family/whānau driven way of supporting young people that previously may 
have attended Thurston Place College.      

Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As such, 
we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact 
details will be removed. 

7 April 2020



 

 
education.govt.nz 

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review this 
decision. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the 
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
Katrina Casey 
Deputy Secretary  
Sector Enablement and Support 
 
cc Isabel Evans, Director of Education for Auckland 
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