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Dear 

Thank you for your email of 27 February 2020 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information:  

NZEI Te Riu Roa would like some information about the Te Ahu o te Reo Māori 
initiative. 

Please advise: 

1. How each provider was selected.  (please provide the documented process).
2. The number of enrolments for each provider for each year (2019 and 2020).
3. The number of people who completed each course (2019).
4. Any number/information about people who have participated and indicated an

interest in continuing their participation.
5. Any evaluation that has been conducted and provide copies of any evaluation.
6. What “measures” were used to evaluate the initiative?
7. Any decisions to expand the initiative.
8. The current status of the initiative.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

My response to your request is provided in the number order of your request: 

1. How each provider was selected.  (please provide the documented process).

During 2018, a group of Mātanga Māori provided advice directly to the Associate Minister 
Māori Education on the role of Te Ahu o te Reo Māori in contributing to systemic change within 
the education sector. This group’s recommendations are outlined in the report He Puna 
Whakaaro Mō Te Ahu o te Reo Māori me Te Kawa Matakura completed in October 2018, 
attached as Appendix A.  

The objective of Te Ahu o te Reo Māori in 2019 was for a group of Mātanga, in co-design with 
the Ministry, to test these recommendations in the four priority regions of Waikato, 
Taranaki/Whanganui, Kapiti-Horowhenua-Porirua (including Wellington and the Hutt Valley) 
and Te Waipounamu. Testing has continued in the first half of 2020 using the same four 
providers with a view to expanding delivery to other regions from July. 

Suppliers were selectively procured because they are: 

a. recognised leaders in supporting the growth of te reo Māori;
b. recognised leaders in teaching te reo Māori and hold the expertise to enable timely

planning and design activities;
c. have ready access to the regional networks required in order to develop this testing

process for Te Ahu o te Reo Māori within a short timeframe; and
d. members of the Mātanga group who submitted the report to the Minister.
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4. Any number/information about people who have participated and indicated an 

interest in continuing their participation. 
 
Evaluation results found that 87% of those surveyed would participate in Te Ahu o Te Reo 
Māori again and 81% were actively seeking further opportunities to continue their learning of 
Te Reo Māori. 
 
5. Any evaluation that has been conducted and provide copies of any evaluation. 
 
An evaluation of the initial programme pilot was completed early this year. This report will be 
made publically available on the Ministry’s website in mid-2020 and is therefore refused 
under section 18(d) of the Act as the requested information will soon be publicly available. 
However, I can advise that high level key findings from the initial evaluation include: 

 
a. each pilot operated a delivery model (timing, duration, location, venue, mode) that 

optimised the learning for participants; 
b. participants felt the content was relevant and responsive to their needs as 

teachers; 
c. facilitators were highly valued as key contributors to the success of the 

programme;  
d. participants became more confident and motivated to use te reo Māori; 
e. the majority of evaluation respondents felt their pronunciation of Māori words had 

improved and they use te reo Māori more now on a daily basis; and 
f. participants are still becoming accustomed to integrating tikanga and local stories 

into their practice though did self-assess positive improvements in these areas. 
 
6. What “measures” were used to evaluate the initiative? 
 
The evaluation was completed by an external evaluator as a co-design process involving 
regional providers and the Ministry. The following data collection tools were utilised: 
 

a. a quantitative survey directed at participants and educational leaders who 
supported participants from their schools; 

b. qualitative interviews with participants across all four pilots and providers involved 
in the programme; and 

c. a review of reports, documents and internal evaluation processes used by 
providers.  

 
Providers were committed to ongoing improvement throughout delivery, encouraged 
feedback from participants, and where possible made changes accordingly.   
 
7. Any decisions to expand the initiative. 
 
The Ministry is currently assessing options to expand Te Ahu o te Reo Māori to further 
regions from July this year. 
 
8. The current status of the initiative. 
 
Delivery for 2020 commenced in all regions between late February and early March. This 
has been halted during the COVID-19 shutdown period. Providers are currently finalising 
plans to re-start delivery using online platforms from mid-May through until late June and 
potentially early July. 
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This is an interpretation, that captures in 
English, the essence of what is written in 
te reo Māori.  It is not a direct translation. 
Therefore, the Māori language version 
stands as the main report.  
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