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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION
TE TAHUHU O TE MATAURANGA

£ 8 NOV 2018

Dear [l

Thank you for your email of 14 September 2018 to the Ministry of Education requesting the
following information:

1. The number of complaints received by Moe during 2016, 2017, and the first half of
2018 relating to religious instruction in NZ state primary schools.

2. Please also supply details of the above complaints.

3. How many times the MoE has been made aware that section 78 of the Education Act
1964 has been enacted by NZ state primary schools during 2016, 2017, and the first

half of 2018.
4. Foreach, please name the school, the religious organisation that came into the school,

the time, and date.
5. Please also supply correspondence between Education Minister Chris Hipkins, his

office, and MoE relating to guidelines around religious instruction in state primary
schools.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).

On 20 September 2018, question five of the request was clarified with you during a phone call.
Question five has been revised to the following:

e Please also supply information (including emails, texts, letters, briefing notes, reports,
etc.) between Education Minister Chris Hipkins, his office, and MoE relating to
guidelines around religious instruction in state primary schools.

On 3 October 2018, question five of the request was re-clarified with you during another phone
call, limiting the scope of your request (in relation to emails) to the draft guidelines on religious
instruction in state primary and intermediate schools, and excluding content on religious
observances. As stated in this conversation, you will receive emails from 15 August 2018 to
present between Minister of Education Chris Hipkins, his office, and the Ministry.

In relation to questions one and two, the Ministry does not have any centralised data on
complaints received in relation to religious instruction in NZ state primary schools, | am
refusing your request under section 18(f) of the Act, as a full data set cannot be made
available without substantial collation and research.
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In relation to questions three and four, the Ministry does not keep a record of when section 78
of the Education Act 1964 has been enacted by NZ state primary schools. We do not collect
any information about which schools provide religious instruction because it is not part of the
NZ curriculum. Schools are required to be closed for instruction when religious instruction
takes place. Therefore, in accordance with section 18(g) of the Act, | am refusing your request
as the information is not held by the Ministry.

The Secular Education Network has a link on their website to a data set in relation to this
(http://religioninschools.co.nz/which-schools-are-involved/). However, the Ministry has had no
involvement with this data set aside from the knowledge of its existence. This data set also
appears to be outside the timeframe you specified.

In relation to question five, 15 documents were identified in scope of this part of your request.
Table 1 details the information we are able to release. | am withholding some information

under the following sections of the Act:

e 9(2)(a) - to protect the privacy of natural persons,

e 9(2)(ba)(ii) — to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence,

e 9(2)(9)(i) - to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an
organisation or officers and employees of any department or organisation in the course
of their duty, and

e 9(2)(h) — to maintain legal professional privilege.

| have identified no public interest considerations sufficient to outweigh the need to withhold
this information at this time.

| am refusing one document under section 18(d) of the Act as this information is already
publicly available:

https://nz.educationhg.com/news/51995/draft-guidelines-on-religious-instruction-in-schools-
released/

For more information on religious instruction, please see the draft guidelines recently released
on the Ministry’s website:

https://www.education.govt.nz/ministry-of-education/consultations-and-reviews/draft-
guidelines-on-religious-instruction/

The draft guidelines aim to:

e make clearer to school boards what their legal obligations are regarding religious
instruction and how they can meet them, and

e make clearer to children and their parents, caregivers, family and whanau what their
rights are, and what they can expect from their school regarding religious instruction.

Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As such,
we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact

details will be removed.

Thank you again for your email. If you have further questions please feel free to contact our
media team in the first instance at media@education.govt.nz. If you are unsatisfied with my
response, you have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review it. You can do this by writing to
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington

6143.
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Yours sincerely

A&l

Andrea Schollmann
Deputy Secretary
Education System Policy
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Table 1

Date Document Type Document Title Recommendation

1 | 5 September 2018 Email Subj: FW: 1099319 Release in part.
Cabinet Paper... Contact information

not in the public
domain withheld,
s9(2)(a)

2 | 13 September 2018 | Briefing Note Roles in religious Release in part.
instruction, religious Contact information
education and religious | not in the public
observances domain withheld,

s9(2)(a)

3 | 7 September 2018 Briefing Note Talking points to Release in part.
support your discussion | Contact information
of the Cabinet paper: not in the public
Consultation on the domain withheld,
draft guidelines on s9(2)(a) and free
religious instruction in and frank
State primary and expression of
intermediate schools opinion withheld,

s9(2)(9)())

4 | 6 September 2018 Email Subj: RE: Religious Release in part.
Instruction: draft Contact information
guidelines and Cabinet | not in the public
paper domain withheld,

s9(2)(a)

5 | 21 September 2018 | Email Subj: RE: Religious Release in part.
instruction comms plan | Contact information

not in the public
domain withheld,
s9(2)(a)

6 | 18 September 2018 | Email Subj: RE: Religious Release in part.
instruction guidelines Contact information

not in the public
domain withheld,
s9(2)(a)

7 | 24 September 2018 | Email Subj: RE: Consultation Release in part.
now open on draft Contact information
Religious Instruction not in the public
guidelines domain withheld,

s9(2)(a)

8 14 September 2018 | Email Subj: RE: revised Release in part.
Cabinet paper on Contact information
religious instruction not in the public
guidelines domain withheld,

s9(2)(a)

9 | 14 September 2018 | Emaill Subj: RE: Religious Release in part.
Instruction Cabinet Contact information
paper not in the public

domain withheld,
s9(2)(a)

10 | 14 September 2018 | Email Subj: change to RI Release in part.
guidelines cab paper Contact information
requested not in the public

domain withheld,
s9(2)(a) and free
and frank
expression of




opinion withheld,

s9(2)(9)(i)

11 | 13 September 2018 | Email Subj: RE: 1153788 Release in part.
Briefing Note: Roles in | Contact information
religious instruction, not in the public
religious education and | domain withheld,
religious observances s9(2)(a) and advice

provided under
legal professional
privilege withheld,
s9(2)(h)

12 | 11 September 2018 | Email Subj: Religious Release in part.
instruction consultation | Contact information

not in the public
domain withheld,
s9(2)(a)

13 Cabinet Paper Religious Instruction in Release in part.
State Primary and Information
Intermediate Schools provided under an

obligation of
confidence
withheld,
s9(2)(ba)(ii) and
free and frank
expression of
opinion withheld,
s9(2)(9)(i)

14 | 21 September 2018 | Communications Consultation on draft Release in part.

Document Guidelines on Religious | Contact information
Instruction in State not in the public
primary and domain withheld,
intermediate schools s9(2)(a)
and kura
15 | 24 September 2018 | Draft Media Release | Draft guidelines on Refuse in full.

religious instruction in
schools

Information is
already publicly
available, s18(d)




























b.  teachers or other school staff will avoid appearing as though they are endorsing
one particular child or young person’s religion over another. This reduces the risk
that some children or young people feel excluded from their teachers and peers,
or feel pressured to attend religious instruction to fit in.

Teachers are able to teach religious education

10.

11.

Religious education, when children are taught about different cultures, customs and
religions in a neutral way, may be taught as part of the New Zealand Curriculum (NZC)
or Te Marautanga o Aotearoa (TMOA) and is often undertaken as part of other subjects,
such as social studies or Tikanga-a-Iwi.

The NZC and TMOA are taught in State schools by registered teachers with current
practicing certificates.
























































































































































