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Catchment description  

The Porirua East catchment encompasses the suburbs of Cannons Creek and 
Waitangirua, Ranui Heights and Porirua East. 

Historically, the area grew through the state housing program of the 1950s and 1960s to 
meet increased demand for affordable housing in the Wellington region. Consequently, 
the area has one of the highest concentrations of public housing in the country.  

Porirua City Council identifies the potential for between 9,000 and 10,500 additional 
homes across Porirua by 2048. This includes the regeneration project, the Kenepuru 
development of 600 homes and greenfield developments in Northern Porirua 
(Plimmerton Farm of 2,000 new homes). The Council also has plans for intensification 
across the city. There will also be improved transport links, with the Transmission Gully 
on/off ramp to the east.  

Schools in the eastern Porirua area generally have stable rolls and enrolment patterns, 
surplus capacity, and most are in fair condition. Many of the primary schools in the area 
are small. 

In eastern Porirua, about 60% of the population identifies as Pacific descent, with around 
20% Māori, 20% Pākehā and a relatively small number of people of Asian, Middle 
Eastern and African descent.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Relationships with external agencies 

 In November 2018, a $1.5b investment to regenerate Porirua East was 
announced. The regeneration project is a partnership between central 
government, Ngāti Toa and Porirua City Council.  

 The regeneration provides the community with an opportunity to think and 
give feedback about future education needs, and creation of jobs within the 
local economy.  

 We are working with Kāinga Ora as they progress this project.  
 

 

Parental choice  

 Historically, this catchment has a tradition of the majority of secondary 
students choosing to access education in other catchments, such as 
Wellington Central. The roll of Porirua College has been increasing since 
2016, largely due to the school retaining more of its local students. 

 Two of the 13 schools in this catchment operate enrolment schemes 
(Corinna School and Porirua College). 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There is one state-integrated (Catholic) primary School in this catchment – 
Holy Family School.  

 There is no pathway through to Catholic secondary education within this 
catchment, but Bishop Viard in Kenepuru does service this catchment. 

 

  Māori learners/ākonga  

 Around 43% of students enrolled in schools within this catchment identify as 
Māori.  

 This catchment has one kura, Te Kura Māori O Porirua (Year 1-13) and is 
operating at 80% utilisation. Through our initial engagement with the 
community during 2019, language, identity and culture emerged as strong 
themes. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 The schools and early childhood education centres are part of a Kāhui Ako. 
It is a thriving Kāhui Ako, one of the first to be established and the first to apply 
for dual leadership. This Kāhui Ako  takes a strong whānau based approach to 
student engagement and achievement priorities. 

 

Pacific languages 

 Almost 48% of students enrolled in schools within this catchment identify as 
Pacific. The opportunity for cohesive language pathways has been identified 
as a key theme from recent community engagement in this catchment. This 
would provide students of various cultural backgrounds to transition 
effectively through their educational journeys ensuring that culture and 
language are provided for. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We have provided some replacement buildings at Glenview School and 
Cannons Creek School.  

 Additional funding has been provided to other schools in this catchment to 
address infrastructure issues 

 In 2019, we started an engagement process with the community to gather 
ideas about what is required and wanted for future schooling in Porirua East 
to ensure that future schooling in the area will meet this community’s needs 
and aspirations. 

 We have recently completed an assessment of Ministry-owned land in 
Porirua East. This work will inform the next stage of our planning for long-
term education provision in Porirua East. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years.  

 

 We are delivering a learning support satellite unit of Mahinawa Specialist 
School at Porirua College.  
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Porirua East catchment:

 Investing in school property 

 We will continue to invest in quality learning environments at schools across 
the catchment even as we move through the regeneration project. 

 

Wider network review  

 We will continue to engage with schools and the community as we work on 
the long-term plan for education provision in Porirua East. 

 

 

  

Porirua East: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Porirua East Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 3,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 13 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 11 1 1 0 13 

Total funded roll 1,813 282 583 0 2,678 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 277 0 0 277 

ORS-funded roll 39 1 6 0 46 

Māori roll 703 282 193 0 1,178 

Pacific roll 919 0 352 0 1,271 

 

 


