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Catchment description 

The Lower Hutt South catchment straddles the Hutt River and encompasses the area 
north of Wellington harbour from Petone to Epuni, as well as Eastbourne.  

Historically, the population in this catchment has been relatively stable, however in the 
five years between 2013 and 2018, the population grew steadily across the city. 
Population growth between 2013 and 2018 was 7%, compared to 2% growth between 
2006 and 2013. Housing in this catchment is seen as more affordable comparable to the 
rest of the region.  

Hutt City Council plans to revitalise the Lower Hutt CBD, including high density 
apartment living. The Council has also recently approved a plan change to permit 
medium density residential housing in suburban areas.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 More families are moving to the Hutt Valley for affordable house prices and 
close proximity to Wellington City. This is evident by the almost 3,000 people 
aged 25 to 34 years that have moved to Lower Hutt between 2013 and 
2018. This accounted for almost half of the overall population growth across 
Lower Hutt and was the biggest percentage growth in this age group across 
the Wellington region. 

 

 Network management 

 Rolls in primary schools in the Western Hills of Lower Hutt have been 
significantly growing in the past five years. The rolls of schools in this 
catchment have grown by 521 students between 2012 and 2021. 

 Most of the schools in this catchment operate enrolment schemes, however 
many have large out of zone numbers enrolled.  

 

 Parental choice 

 Across the catchment, 8% of the total number of students are out of zone 
students. The majority of these out of zone students are from the 
neighbouring Lower Hutt North and Wainuiomata catchments. Parental 
perception plays a big part in whānau decisions about schooling in this 
catchment, with many parents bypassing their local schools. 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 Out of the 24 schools in this catchment, nine are state-integrated. Most of 
these schools are either at or close to their maximum rolls.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, almost 2,000 students identified as Māori, about 19% of the total 
school roll in this catchment.  

 TKKM o Te Ara Whānui is the only kura in the Hutt Valley. It is a composite 
Year 1-13 kura. Wilford School also offers Māori medium education at  
Level 1. There are 5 kōhanga reo in this catchment. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 While not an official Kāhui Ako, the Lower Hutt schools, intermediate and 
college have formed as a cluster of schools. This cluster builds on existing 
collaborative networks across the Lower Hutt schools and in particular, the 
Lower Hutt Primary Principals’ Association.  

 This group is led by two experienced primary principals who have been 
proactive around working together towards a common goal. A steering group 
was more recently formed that includes representation from the primary, 
intermediate and secondary schools. Conversations with the local early 
learning providers are ongoing with the intention of having representation on 
the steering group as well.  

 A core focus is the identification of learning support needs for all learners in 
the Lower Hutt basin; with the intention of working together to help support 
the educational pathways of this group of learners.  

 

Transitional partnerships 

 This catchment has been served well with a number of transitional education 
providers serving the wider community. Reduced student numbers have put 
pressure on some of these providers, leading to cancellation of courses and 
complete closure in some cases. The Wellington Institute of Technology 
(WelTec) is the most significant tertiary provider in this catchment. WelTec 
offer Trades Academy programmes for school aged students and provide 
free transport options to enable attendance at programmes outside of the 
catchment area (in Porirua and Wellington City). 

 MOE/MSD funded Education to Employment brokers work with local schools 
to support work integrated opportunities for students. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are currently 51 early learning services in this catchment, including 
kindergarten, playcentres, education and care services, and kōhanga reo. 

 This is a growing area, with new services applying for licenses recently. 
 

Learning support 

 This catchment did not receive any Learning Support Coordinators but have 
been working on drafting a learning support register. The catchment does 
not have any specialist school satellite provision. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We have allocated funding to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Ara Whānui for 
eight additional teaching spaces to address roll growth pressures and to help 
prepare for future growth. We are working closely with the kura on other 
infrastructure issues. 

 We are delivering additional teaching spaces to Maungaraki and Korokoro 
Schools to address roll growth pressures.  

 We are also working with Hutt Intermediate and Hutt Valley High School on 
planning for remediation of major infrastructure issues at both schools. 

 

 We are advising all schools in the catchment to strictly manage out of zone 
enrolments in preparation for accommodating future growth.  

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across this catchment:

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will continue to work with all schools to manage down their out of zone 
numbers in preparation for accommodating long term growth as well as 
looking at amending schemes where needed. 

 

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to work on improving the quality of school property in this 
catchment. 

 

Relationships with external agencies 

 We will continue working together with local authorities and government 
agencies to address urban growth and development issues in the wider 
Wellington region. 
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The Lower Hutt South Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 10,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 26 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 19 3 4 0 26 

Total funded roll 5,571 944 3,619 0 10,134 

MME Level 1 & 2 16 295 0 0 311 

ORS-funded roll 46 2 33 0 81 

Māori roll 919 364 672 0 1,955 

Pacific roll 376 11 354 0 741 

 

 


