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Catchment description 

The Lower Hutt North catchment is an urban catchment and comprises the northern area 
of Lower Hutt City. It straddles the Hutt River and is bordered to the north by Upper Hutt 
City. The catchment comprises the suburbs of Kelson, Belmont, Epuni, Avalon, Naenae, 
Taita, Manor Park and Stokes Valley. 

Population growth has increased across Lower Hutt City between 2013 and 2018, with 
Census 2018 data showing growth of 6%, compared to very low growth of 0.5% between 
2006 and 2013. Across Lower Hutt City, the growth has been largely in ages 15 years and 
over, with the number of 0-4 and 10-14 year olds declining since 2013. Notwithstanding, 
between 2016 and 2019 the total school rolls in this catchment grew by 130 students. 
Census 2018 indicates the biggest growth in Lower Hutt was within the 25-34 year old 
age group, which grew by almost 3,000 people across the city. 

Within the catchment there are several suburbs that are popular with first-home buyers 
and young couples and families. There is a housing development underway in Kelson of 
240 homes, with Hutt City Council accepting submissions on a private plan change for a 
similar sized development in the same area. Hutt City Council is also planning 
intensification south of Epuni and around the CBD. Kāinga Ora is currently developing 
vacant land in Epuni into 153 new state and affordable homes. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

Changing population profile 

 Historical rolls indicate a previously declining school population, however 
since 2015 rolls have begun to increase. Whilst there are several schools 
operating near capacity, there is sufficient capacity at other schools in the 
catchment to accommodate some growth.  

 Both secondary schools have some surplus capacity, but this is exacerbated 
by the current trend for students to attend secondary schooling outside the 
catchment. It is anticipated that as adjacent catchments experience 
increasing school rolls, out of zone enrolments in those catchments will 
reduce, meaning students would return to their local catchments. 

 

Network management 

 In 2016, discussions between Avalon Intermediate, Naenae Intermediate, 
Taita College and Naenae College explored the possibility of becoming one 
school on one site. While this proposal did not progress further, there was 
some support for this. 

 Enrolment schemes are in place at 4 primary and intermediate schools, 
however neither secondary school has an enrolment scheme. 

 Parental choice is influencing the utilisation of a number of local schools in the 
catchment as some families choose non-local schools for both primary and 
secondary. 

 

State integrated schooling options 

 The only state-integrated Montessori school in the country is in this 
catchment, Wa Ora Montessori School. 

 There are two Catholic full primary schools within this catchment, both 
affiliated to one parish (Te Awakairangi) as a result of recent changes to 
parish boundaries. Both schools have steady rolls. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga 

 Census 2018 data shows that almost 30% of 0-14 years olds identify as 
Māori. Level 1 and 2 Māori immersion learning is provided at Koraunui School 
(up to Year 6) and Naenae School (up to Year 8 for those in the bilingual 
unit). Both schools are dual medium. Beyond this, there is no dual medium 
pathway for ākonga within this catchment. This has been identified as a gap.  

 There are four kōhanga reo within this catchment. These tamariki tend to 
travel south to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Ara Whanui rather than attend a 
local mainstream school. TKKM o Te Ara Whanui is a wharekura in the Lower 
Hutt South catchment and provides transport for tamariki to attend the 
wharekura from across the Hutt Valley. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are two Kāhui Ako in this catchment. Taita/Stokes Valley and Naenae 
Kāhui Ako.  Naenae have a strong focus on cross agency involvement so 
there is more wraparound support for whanau. Taita/Stokes Valley have a 
strong cultural lens across their schools. 

 

Pacific languages 

 There is a shortage of quality Pacific early learning centres, and lack of 
Pacific pathway through compulsory schooling. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 Pathways are limited in the catchment as there are only two state secondary 
options and an area school across a large geographic area. It can be 
challenging for schools in the catchment to manage exclusions, and barriers 
to enrolment are evident. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Good transport connections enable learners/ākonga from the catchment to 
attend alternative education offerings in Petone. Naenae College offers an 
alternative education setting through Lyriks Sports Academy. Taita College 
has strong relationships with local industries and the school approaches 
industries to provide pathways for students based on their skills and interest. 
The Learning Connexion School of Creativity and Art and is located adjacent 
to Taita College. The two have a relationship that enables students to gain 
NCEA credits through this institution. 

 MOE/MSD funded Education to Employment brokers work with local schools 
to support work integrated opportunities for students. 

 

Investment in school property 

 Most schools in the catchment were established in the 1950s or earlier. 
Therefore, school buildings across the catchment are mostly ageing and 
require upgrading to meet quality learning environment standards. 

 Both Taita College and Naenae College have been identified as schools requiring 
significant investment in redevelopment of school property. Building quality, 
weathertightness and rationalisation are the key drivers for investment in these 
areas. 

 

Learning Support 

 Kimi Ora School is a specialist school based in Naenae. Kimi Ora also 
operates 2 satellite classes at Pomare School in this catchment. Additional 
learning support is also provided through inclusive practice at a number of 
schools. Naenae College has a Learning Support unit with 35 ORS funded 
students. Naenae Intermediate has indicated it expects growth of up to 20 
ORS funded learners/ākonga. Some learning support service hubs are based 
at the intermediate, including RTLB and a local office of the Central Regional 
Health School.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage education 
provision in this catchment: 

 Funding was recently approved for eight new satellite teaching spaces for 
Kimi Ora Specialist School. We are working with the school to determine the 
exact locations of these across the Wellington region. It is anticipated that this 
will include a new secondary satellite unit in the Hutt Valley. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth in 
the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Lower Hutt North catchment: 

Education conversations 

 We will work with the schools and communities in this catchment  to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for Māori and Pacific language 
provision 

 

Network structure 

 We will continue to monitor growth due to infill housing for the catchment and 
the implications for existing  schools. 
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The Lower Hutt North Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 20 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 16 1 2 1 20 

Total funded roll 3,658 258 1,060 75 5,051 

MME Level 1 & 2 191 0 0 0 191 

ORS-funded roll 91 1 41 75 208 

Māori roll 1,244 45 408 13 1,710 

Pacific roll 809 6 271 6 1,092 

 

 


