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Catchment description 

This catchment extends northward from Paekākāriki to Paraparaumu, encompassing the 
southern end of the Kāpiti Coast. This catchment includes nine full primary schools and 
two colleges. It covers schools in Paekākāriki, Paraparaumu, Kāpiti and Raumati. The 
neighbouring Northern Kāpiti catchment is identified as a high growth catchment under 
the National Education Growth Plan.  

Population growth has increased across this catchment between 2013 and 2018, with 
Census 2018 data showing growth of 7% compared to an increase of 6% between 2006 
and 2013. The population has been impacted by the opening of the new Expressway 
and Transmission Gully providing an easier commute to Wellington, coupled with 
improved train services to the city. As a result, Kāpiti is an increasingly popular place for 
families to live. 

School rolls have also been increasing in this catchment, with growth of around 480 
students between 2008 and 2021. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 Census 2018 data shows that the age group experiencing the largest 
population growth in Kāpiti is the 25-29 year age group which grew by an 
additional 400 people since 2013. We anticipate that this increase will result 
in an increase in the school aged population in the future as young families 
have children.  

 

 Network management 

 Five primary schools have enrolment schemes in place, namely 
Paraparaumu, Paraparaumu Beach, Raumati Beach, Raumati South and 
Our Lady of Kāpiti Schools. Although these schools have out of zone 
students (about 11% across the rolls), very few are from outside the Kāpiti 
catchment.  

 At the secondary level, both colleges operate enrolment schemes. Kāpiti 
College has traditionally enrolled high numbers of out of zone students 
(almost 31% in 2022). The majority of these students are from outside the 
catchment.  

 We are aware that technology provision is an issue in this catchment. There 
is a technology centre at Raumati Beach School, providing the technology 
curriculum for the primary schools in the catchment. We are aware that 
some of these buildings are nearing the end of their life.  

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There are two state-integrated schools in this catchment, Te Ra School 
(Rudolf Steiner) and Our Lady of Kāpiti (Catholic). Both are full primary 
schools. Our Lady of Kāpiti relocated to a new site in 2017 and changed its 
name. The roll has been steadily increasing since then. 

 

Investment in school property 

 Most of the schools here were built in the 1960s and 1970s and so are over 
50 years old. Major investment is required to address infrastructure issues. 
As part of the Ten Year Property Plan process, a number of schools are 
receiving additional funding to address infrastructure issues, such as roofing 
and drainage.  

 A number of learning support modifications have been completed or are 
underway in this catchment. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, 19% of students (1,127) identified as Māori. There is 1 kōhanga reo 
in this catchment, however there is currently no kura. Enrolments at the 
kōhanga reo numbered 14 tamariki in 2020. 

 Students seeking Māori immersion learning are currently travelling to Māori 
medium options in nearby Ōtaki, or Porirua. As transport links improve, 
these options may continue to become more desirable. 

 Paraparaumu School has 50 students in Māori medium level 3 (as at July 
2021). This is operating as a special program within their enrolment scheme.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There is a long-established collaborative network across the Kāpiti 
principals. This principal group continue to build on the work that they have 
done around innovative practice and systems. 

 There are two Kāhui Ako; Kāpiti North and Kāpiti South that are in the 
establishment stage.  

 

Leadership and governance 

 Overall, there is strong, highly functioning leadership and governance across 
the schools in this catchment. There are no statutory interventions in place in 
any schools in Kāpiti. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Kāpiti College has particularly strong results for Māori students, including 
very detailed individual plans for students. Kāpiti College has some of the 
best equity results nationally. Leadership expects high performance from 
staff, particularly around student support.  

 Paraparaumu College also has relatively high achievement in comparison 
with other secondary schools. Both high schools offer a “work ready 
passport”, which was specifically developed in this catchment and is being 
rolled out in other areas. The programme is designed to ensure students are 
ready for employment and has NCEA credits attached to it. 

 Work Ready Kāpiti is a charitable trust helping rangatahi to become work 
ready. They are well connected to local businesses and offer a work place 
programme called Work Ready Passport to schools (also in Te Reo). 

 There is currently very little tertiary provision in this catchment with students 
having to travel south to Porirua or north to either Levin or Palmerston North 
for vocational training. Demand for vocational training will continue to grow, 
particularly as the population is expected to continue increasing. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 35 early childhood services in the Kāpiti Coast catchment, 
including 1 kōhanga reo. These services range from Playcentre to privately 
owned, to community-based and homebased providers.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with Paraparaumu College who we allocated ten additional 
teaching spaces to accommodate growing rolls. 

 Kāpiti and Kenakena Schools currently do not operate enrolment schemes 
and we will work with these schools to implement new enrolment schemes to 
help manage and distribute growth. We will also work with schools with 
schemes in place to ensure they are still fit for purpose.  

 

 We have allocated one additional teaching space to the Raumati Beach 
Technology Centre. 

 

 We are working with both Mahinawa Specialist School and Kāpiti College to 
establish a new purpose-built learning support satellite in this catchment. 
Kāpiti School also hosts a satellite unit. 

 

 We would like to look at the technology provision within this catchment. 

 
 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Kāpiti catchment:

Secondary-tertiary opportunities 

 We will work with the sector towards building secondary-tertiary pathways 
for students in this catchment. 

 

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to invest in providing additional teaching spaces to 
address roll growth pressures, where necessary.  

 We will investigate options for how best to provide technology education at 
intermediate level across the catchment.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 We will continue to support collaboration across the Kāhui Ako.  
 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We are planning to implement new enrolment schemes at primary schools 
without a scheme, as required.  

 We will continue to work with Kāpiti College to reduce out of zone 
enrolments in preparation for future growth.  

 

Population 

 We will continue to engage with Kāpiti Coast District Council about planned 
developments and timing of future growth, as well as understanding 
Council’s population projections and how they compare to our own.  
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The Kāpiti Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 6,600 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 11 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 9 0 2 0 11 

Total funded roll 3,214 0 2,742 0 5,956 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 24 0 29 0 53 

Māori roll 638 0 489 0 1,127 

Pacific roll 109 0 68 0 177 

 

 


