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Catchment description 

This catchment comprises Levin and the surrounding rural areas, extending along the 
coast from Manakau in the south to Foxton in the north. Traditionally this has not been a 
high growth catchment, however recent roading improvements along with affordable 
housing has resulted in more people, including young families, moving to this catchment.  

This catchment is bordered to the south by the Northern Kāpiti catchment (an area of 
high growth indicated in the NEGP). Horowhenua is anticipated to be increasingly 
affected by the growth occurring in that catchment as the rural/urban boundary shifts 
further north.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 There are several areas of proposed new housing developments in this 
catchment. The largest of these is Tara-Ika, a development in the initial 
stages of planning that may result in up to 3,500 new dwellings in the 
greenfield area east of Levin. There are also developments underway across 
Levin, including Fairfield Road and Hinemoa Street. 

 To the north, there has been some development at Foxton and Waitārere 
Beaches along with a trend of people choosing to permanently reside in 
coastal areas, rather than solely as holiday homes. At this stage, our 
projections indicate there is sufficient capacity at existing schools to 
accommodate potential growth in these areas.  

 We are aware that a new highway is being planned from Ōtaki to north of 
Levin. It is likely that this would present further opportunities for 
development, which we are monitoring. 

 

 Network management 

 We are investigating the impacts of the planned housing developments in 
Levin on the local schooling network, including the potential for additional 
primary provision to accommodate anticipated population growth.  

 Currently six of the 19 schools in this catchment have an enrolment scheme.  
 

State integrated schooling options  

 There are two Catholic full primary schools in this catchment – St Mary’s 
School in Foxton and St Joseph’s in Levin. There is currently no Catholic 
secondary pathway for these students within this catchment. 

 

Māori learners/ākonga  

 Foxton School provides education through Māori immersion, and has 20 
students enrolled in immersion, and a further 45 students in a bilingual 
setting. 

 No other schools provide Māori medium education. We are working with iwi 
in Levin to establish a kura in this catchment.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are two Kāhui Ako that work in partnership across the Horowhenua 
network; the Taitoko and Kerekere Kāhui Ako. Although they have appointed 
their own Principal Leads the collaborative relationship that works across the 
two Kāhui Ako is quite special to this group and the two Kāhui Ako have 
effectively worked as one large Kāhui Ako since their development four 
years ago. The Kāhui Ako focuses on the educational pathways that exist 
across the Horowhenua region, and there are strong ties to both iwi within 
the region. The Taitoko Kāhui Ako includes some early childhood education 
providers. Both Kāhui Ako have Learning Support Coordinators that work 
across the whole network.  

 

Leadership and governance 

 There is strong leadership and governance across the schools in this 
catchment. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 The Horowhenua Learning Centre provides foundation to sub-degree 
programmes at tertiary level. They have good engagement with schools 
regarding transitional opportunities, including for early leaving exemptions. 
UCoL (Universal College of Learning) has a small campus in Levin but  
there is no other significant tertiary provider, meaning students travel to 
Palmerston North or Porirua for the next nearest providers. 

 The Horowhenua Learning Centre also sponsors a ‘community’ driver 
licence programme that the three secondary schools engage with. 

 GETGO is an initiative to improve wellbeing of the community by connecting 
youth to work and training in the Horowhenua district. They recently gained 
Provincial Growth Funding to support these efforts over the next three years. 

 The three secondary schools work well together in the careers and 
transitions space, running collaborative vocationally focussed events and 
providing connections to local employers. Manawatū College and Waiopehu 
College both have quite innovative curricula and timetables with some 
student led options and opportunities. Horowhenua College is more 
traditional in their approach but do have innovative add-ons to their 
programme such as an on-site automotive programme delivered by UCoL. 
UCoL also offers a Certificate in Construction Trade Skills Level 3 to 
secondary students in this region. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 23 early childhood education providers in this catchment and  
3 playcentres. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working closely with schools on upgrading existing property stock.  
A significant redevelopment project is being planned for Waiopehu College. 
We have rationalized surplus property at Horowhenua College and  are 
investing in weather-tightness remediation at Foxton School.  

 Fairfield School has recently amended its enrolment scheme and we have 
allocated two additional teaching spaces to help accommodate the growth 
within their zone.  

 

 We maintain regular contact with Horowhenua District Council to ensure we 
are aware of growth aspirations and plans for the district, including what their 
most up to date population projections are and how many new homes are 
planned for where and when.  

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Horowhenua catchment:

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to invest in providing additional teaching spaces to 
address roll growth pressures, where necessary. 

 

Strengthen the Māori medium pathway 

 We are working with iwi in Levin to progress a kura in this catchment. 
 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 As rolls grow, we will work with schools to implement new enrolment 
schemes to ensure the network is balanced, and schools are not at risk of 
overcrowding.  

 

Population 

 We will continue to engage with Horowhenua District Council about planned 
developments and timing of future growth, as well as understanding 
Council’s population projections and how they compare to our own.  

 We will undertake further analysis and investigations to determine whether 
a new primary school may be required as a result of the housing 
development in Tara-Ika.  

 

  

Horowhenua: Steady Growing 
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The Horowhenua Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 19 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 16 0 3 0 19 

Total funded roll 3,093 0 1,538 0 4,631 

MME Level 1 & 2 53 0 0 0 53 

ORS-funded roll 31 0 36 0 67 

Māori roll 1,359 0 652 0 2,011 

Pacific roll 294 0 161 0 455 

 

 


