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Catchment description  

The Dannevirke catchment includes the main rural service township of Dannevirke and 
smaller surrounding communities in the northern Tararua District. It is the largest 
community in the district, with dairy, beef cattle and sheep farming the predominant 
industries.  

The population of this catchment increased 6% between the 2013 and 2018 Census. 
This is in contrast to a population decline of 6% between 2006 and 2013. Over the past 
decade the catchment has seen steady numbers of students enrolled, going from 1,691 
students in 2012 to 1,604 students in 2021. 

 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population dynamics  

 Historically, the majority of schools have had stable rolls, with one or two 
schools having significant growth or decline. Census 2018 data shows that 
there were around 180 more people living in Dannevirke aged between 20 
and 39 than there were in 2013. Whilst there has not been growth in the 
school-aged population, a slight increase in the future is anticipated due to a 
rise in the number of younger people moving into the area, many of whom 
may start families.  

 Further population change is anticipated with the opening of a rebuilt State 
Highway 3 linking Woodville to Palmerston North, driven by affordable 
property and easier commuting to Palmerston North.  

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones  

 All schools in this catchment have some capacity, with four of the ten 
schools approaching capacity. One of these schools (Ruahine School) has 
an enrolment scheme in place. 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There are two state-integrated school in this catchment. St Joseph’s School 
(Y1-8) has a maximum roll of 155 students, and Totara College (Y1-15) has 
a maximum roll of 75 students.  

 There is no secondary Catholic pathway in this catchment, meaning 
approximately 60-70% of St Joseph’s School students choosing to attend 
Dannevirke High School, with some students travelling to other catchments 
to access Catholic secondary education pathways. 

 

 

Investment 

 Most schools in the catchment were established in the early 1900s with 
successive waves of newer schools and building renewals in the 1950s, late 
1960s and early 2000s. The average age of buildings across the catchment 
is more than 60 years. Therefore, school buildings across the catchment are 
mostly ageing and require further upgrading to meet quality learning 
environment standards. Most of the smaller schools have undertaken 
modernisation works but this work has been largely limited to addressing 
heating, lighting, acoustics and ventilation.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 Almost 43% of 0-17 years olds in this catchment identify as Māori. The 
majority of students who identify as Māori are enrolled at English medium 
state schools.  

 There is one kura in this catchment – Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Tamaki Nui 
A Rua, which provides a complete Māori immersion pathway for ākonga. 
Over the last decade, the roll of the kura has remained consistent at about 
70-80 ākonga.  

 There are 2 Kōhanga Reo in this catchment with approximately 40-50 
tamariki enrolled. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 Eight of the ten Dannevirke Schools are part of the Dannevirke Kāhui Ako. 
The exceptions are Totara College and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Tamaki 
Nui A Rua. The Kāhui Ako has strong links to early childhood services in the 
catchment. Representatives from both local Iwi attend Kāhui Ako 
management meetings. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 Recruitment and retention of teaching staff is an ongoing challenge for 
Boards and school leaders, as is the availability of relief staff. Some students 
from this catchment attend schooling in Palmerston North due to parental 
perception of schools.  

 Like all catchments with limited populations, the availability of governance 
can be challenging. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 There are no tertiary opportunities based in this catchment. There is demand 
from schools, school leavers and the wider community for vocational 
education provision but not enough from any one group or any particular 
pathway to attract tertiary providers to the area.  

 As there is only one state secondary school in this catchment and one state 
integrated secondary option, if a student is excluded from the High School 
there can be significant barriers to attending another school, such as 
transport. 

 

Pacific languages 

 There are no established Pacific pathways in either early learning or 
schooling in this catchment. There is very little demand for this pathway  
as fewer than 1% of students identify as Pacific. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are monitoring the school rolls in this catchment. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Dannevirke catchment:

Enrolment scheme implementation 

 We are monitoring the school rolls in this catchment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dannevirke: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Dannevirke Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 1,600 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 10 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 7 2 1 0 10 

Total funded roll 1,053 141 410 0 1,604 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 74 0 0 74 

ORS-funded roll 10 3 12 0 25 

Māori roll 451 96 162 0 709 

Pacific roll 19 1 3 0 23 

 

 


