
 

98 
 

WELLINGTON

 



 

99 
 

Wellington Regional Statement 
National Education Network Programme 

Director’s message  

 Tēnā koutou katoa, 

The Wellington region is growing. People are moving to all 
parts of our region, attracted to the great lifestyle Wellington 
provides. 

Across all of our catchments, populations are steady and 
stable, with some catchments growing faster than others. In the past five years, 
Wellington has seen a significant increase in the number of people aged 24-35 
years and we’re projecting that an increase in this age group will correlate to an 
increase in school-aged children over the next ten years as these people settle 
down. 

Over the next ten years with the opening of Transmission Gully and the 
expressway to Ōtaki, we’re anticipating population growth along this corridor 
too. 

We know that we do not currently have enough choice and provision for our 
ākonga Māori in the Greater Wellington region. To improve this, we will continue 
to collaborate with whānau, iwi, hapū, kura, the sector organisations and 
kura auraki (English medium schools) to see where and how to grow additional 
educational pathways. Where possible we want local tamariki to attend local 
kura, rather than travelling significant distances to access Te Reo Māori. 

We know how important education and schools are to a community. We are 
working with other government agencies to achieve positive outcomes for all 
our tamariki and rangatahi. 

Some of our highest growth catchments have already been the subject of 
catchment plans in the National Education Growth Plan. Our plans for the 
remaining catchments in the Wellington region are captured here in these 
Education Network Plans. It is a great pleasure to share these plans with you 
now. 

 

Ngā mihi 

Roy Sye 
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Wellington Regional Statement 
National Education Network Programme 

Wellington region summary 

• Between Censuses 2013 and 2018, the Wellington Region has seen 
an increase in the total population of around 8%. This is double the 
rate of growth experienced during the 2006-2013 Census period. 
Since 2015, school rolls have increased by about 2.5%, to around 
90,000 students in 2021. 

• The Wellington education region comprises 17 catchments; 15 of 
which are profiled in this plan, and two higher growth catchments 
which are summarised in the National Education Growth Plan.  

• Of the 15 catchments in this plan, most (9) are profiled as stable. 

      Catchments Population Profile 

Horowhenua, Kāpiti, Porirua North, 
Upper Hutt, Lower Hutt South, 
Masterton (6) 

Steady Growing 

Porirua East, Porirua West, 
Wellington West, Wellington East, 
Lower Hutt North, Wainuiomata, 
Dannevirke, Pahiatua, Wairarapa 
South (9) 

Steady and Stable 

• An analysis of projected school age population and school capacity 
shows that generally there is steady growth across Wellington, and 
we will need to provide additional capacity in some higher growth 
areas to accommodate roll growth in the long term.  

No. of schools 
in these plans 

2019 roll 2020 roll 2021 roll 

230 66,757 66,705 67,590 

Regional priorities 

• Our key priorities across the Wellington region are twofold: to have all 
schools providing equitable outcomes for all students; and to improve 
pathways across the region to accommodate Māori medium learning.  

Planning for population change 

• We work closely with all our local councils to understand their long-
term plans for growth. Since 2019, we have implemented or 
amended 38 enrolment schemes to help accommodate increasing 
roll growth across schools. We’ve also funded 241 roll growth 
classrooms across 35 schools in the last three years. 

• In the short term, we will continue to implement and review 
enrolment schemes to help distribute growth across the Wellington 
Region while making sure there is sufficient space for students at 
their local schools. We’re also looking at where further investment in 
roll growth teaching spaces will be required and are investigating the 
acquisition of several sites for new schools and kura. We will 
continue to be a key stake holder in discussions around long term 
plans across the region.  

• Over the next decade, we are anticipating establishing several new 
schools and kura across the region. We’ll also look to acquire land in 
areas of longer term planned growth to ensure we can provide new 
schools in the right location at the right time.. We will continue to 
work with schools to effectively manage enrolment schemes, and if 
additional classrooms are still required, we will provide these as a 
response to genuine (in-zone) roll growth. We will continue working 
with schools and local stakeholders to plan for and manage our 
changing population.  

• Our long-term planning for the region involves our work with the 
Wellington Regional Growth Framework to identify what the overall 
growth of the Wellington Region might look like over the next 100 
years. This work will inform our planning and our decision making 
beyond 2030.  

Early learning 

• The proportion of new entrants that have attended ECE prior to 
starting school or kura is 98%.  

ECE Licensed 
Services 

Licensed places 

Education & Care 267 12,241 

Home-based 35 2,610 

Kindergarten 107 4,449 

Kōhanga Reo 43 1,362 

Playcentre 39 1,105 

Licence-exempt playcentre 1 N/A 

Ngā Puna Kōhungahunga 3 N/A 

Pacific Island Early 
Childhood groups 

14 N/A 

Playgroups-general 139 N/A 

Learning Support provision 

• There has been demand in Wellington Region to provide satellite 
classrooms and complete the regional network of our two specialist 
schools. Through Budgets 19/20, the Wellington region was 
allocated funding to provide 12 satellite units across the Wellington 
Region. We are working with schools now to plan for how these will 
contribute to our learning support network. 

Specialist 
Schools 

Satellite ORS funded 

3 17 9% 

Māori medium education 

• We know that we do not currently have enough choice and provision 
for our Māori ākonga in the Wellington region. There are 21,010 
ākonga that identify as Māori, that is 23.2% of the total student 
population of 90,271. In 2021, out of these 21,000 only 8% were 
learning at Levels 1 and 2. We have seven kura in our region and 
five of these are operating at over 80% utilisation with plenty of 
further demand from whānau. We want to grow this provision and 
ensure that regardless of where ākonga live in the Wellington region, 
they can have equitable access to Te Reo Māori. 

Māori medium education  

No. of schools/kura offering Level 1 & 2 19 

No. of Level 1 students 1,506 

No. of Level 2 students 198 

% of ākonga Māori in L1 & 2 8.1% 

% of all students in L1 & 2 2% 
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Catchment description  

The Dannevirke catchment includes the main rural service township of Dannevirke and 
smaller surrounding communities in the northern Tararua District. It is the largest 
community in the district, with dairy, beef cattle and sheep farming the predominant 
industries.  

The population of this catchment increased 6% between the 2013 and 2018 Census. 
This is in contrast to a population decline of 6% between 2006 and 2013. Over the past 
decade the catchment has seen steady numbers of students enrolled, going from 1,691 
students in 2012 to 1,604 students in 2021. 

 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population dynamics  

 Historically, the majority of schools have had stable rolls, with one or two 
schools having significant growth or decline. Census 2018 data shows that 
there were around 180 more people living in Dannevirke aged between 20 
and 39 than there were in 2013. Whilst there has not been growth in the 
school-aged population, a slight increase in the future is anticipated due to a 
rise in the number of younger people moving into the area, many of whom 
may start families.  

 Further population change is anticipated with the opening of a rebuilt State 
Highway 3 linking Woodville to Palmerston North, driven by affordable 
property and easier commuting to Palmerston North.  

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones  

 All schools in this catchment have some capacity, with four of the ten 
schools approaching capacity. One of these schools (Ruahine School) has 
an enrolment scheme in place. 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There are two state-integrated school in this catchment. St Joseph’s School 
(Y1-8) has a maximum roll of 155 students, and Totara College (Y1-15) has 
a maximum roll of 75 students.  

 There is no secondary Catholic pathway in this catchment, meaning 
approximately 60-70% of St Joseph’s School students choosing to attend 
Dannevirke High School, with some students travelling to other catchments 
to access Catholic secondary education pathways. 

 

 

Investment 

 Most schools in the catchment were established in the early 1900s with 
successive waves of newer schools and building renewals in the 1950s, late 
1960s and early 2000s. The average age of buildings across the catchment 
is more than 60 years. Therefore, school buildings across the catchment are 
mostly ageing and require further upgrading to meet quality learning 
environment standards. Most of the smaller schools have undertaken 
modernisation works but this work has been largely limited to addressing 
heating, lighting, acoustics and ventilation.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 Almost 43% of 0-17 years olds in this catchment identify as Māori. The 
majority of students who identify as Māori are enrolled at English medium 
state schools.  

 There is one kura in this catchment – Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Tamaki Nui 
A Rua, which provides a complete Māori immersion pathway for ākonga. 
Over the last decade, the roll of the kura has remained consistent at about 
70-80 ākonga.  

 There are 2 Kōhanga Reo in this catchment with approximately 40-50 
tamariki enrolled. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 Eight of the ten Dannevirke Schools are part of the Dannevirke Kāhui Ako. 
The exceptions are Totara College and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Tamaki 
Nui A Rua. The Kāhui Ako has strong links to early childhood services in the 
catchment. Representatives from both local Iwi attend Kāhui Ako 
management meetings. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 Recruitment and retention of teaching staff is an ongoing challenge for 
Boards and school leaders, as is the availability of relief staff. Some students 
from this catchment attend schooling in Palmerston North due to parental 
perception of schools.  

 Like all catchments with limited populations, the availability of governance 
can be challenging. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 There are no tertiary opportunities based in this catchment. There is demand 
from schools, school leavers and the wider community for vocational 
education provision but not enough from any one group or any particular 
pathway to attract tertiary providers to the area.  

 As there is only one state secondary school in this catchment and one state 
integrated secondary option, if a student is excluded from the High School 
there can be significant barriers to attending another school, such as 
transport. 

 

Pacific languages 

 There are no established Pacific pathways in either early learning or 
schooling in this catchment. There is very little demand for this pathway  
as fewer than 1% of students identify as Pacific. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are monitoring the school rolls in this catchment. 

 
 

 

 
  

Dannevirke: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Dannevirke catchment:

Enrolment scheme implementation 

 We are monitoring the school rolls in this catchment. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Dannevirke: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Dannevirke Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 1,600 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 10 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 7 2 1 0 10 

Total funded roll 1,053 141 410 0 1,604 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 74 0 0 74 

ORS-funded roll 10 3 12 0 25 

Māori roll 451 96 162 0 709 

Pacific roll 19 1 3 0 23 
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Catchment description  

The Pahiatua catchment lies southeast of Palmerston North on the eastern side of the 
Tararua Ranges. The catchment extends from Eketāhuna in the south to Woodville in 
the north. These towns are rural service for the Tararua District. The predominant 
industries in this catchment are dairy, beef cattle and sheep farming. 

This catchment has had a relatively stable school age population historically, however 
school rolls have increased by 158 students since 2012. According to Tararua District 
Council, there are no significant housing developments planned within this catchment, 
therefore any growth is as a result of people moving into existing dwellings.  

This catchment is made up of smaller, rural schools, apart from Pahiatua School which is 
the biggest school in the catchment with a July 2021 roll of 381 students. The majority of 
other schools are rural schools, some with only two or three teaching spaces. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population dynamics  

 Population growth has increased across Pahiatua between 2013 and 2018, 
with Census 2018 data showing growth of 7.2% compared to a decrease of 
2.5% between 2006 and 2013. 

 

 Parental choice  

 Student movement between schools is high in this catchment, with some 
families attending a school of their choice rather than their local school. 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 St Anthony’s School (Y1-8) is a state integrated (Catholic) school in this 
catchment, with a maximum roll of 145 students. 

 There is no pathway through to Catholic secondary education within this 
catchment.  

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Tararua College has a working farm attached to the school which provides 
training opportunities for students interested in transitioning into the Primary 
Industries sector. Its students have access to USkills Secondary Tertiary 
Programmes via UCOL. This requires travel to Masterton or Palmerston 
North, as does access to tertiary learning in general for rangatahi of this 
catchment.  

 Tararua District Council has been active in Provincial Growth Fund 
applications to improve employment outcomes for youth and has had 
discussions regarding training partnerships with local employers that could 
lead to continued employment. 

 

 

Māori learners/ākonga  

 Almost 35% of students in the total school roll of this catchment identify  
as Māori.  

 No school in this catchment offers Māori medium education, however there 
is a kōhanga reo. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There is one Kāhui Ako in this catchment with a dual leadership model. 
 

Leadership and governance 

 Recruitment and retention of teaching staff is an ongoing challenge for 
Boards and school leaders, as is the availability of relief staff to enable 
professional learning and development for teachers. 

 

Learning support 

 There is no dedicated learning support provision in this catchment. 
 

Early childhood education 

 There are two early learning providers in this area that are part of the 
Ruahine Kindergarten Association – Holyoake Kindergarten and Pahiatua 
Early Learning. There is one Kōhanga Reo and one home-based provider. 

 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Pahiatua School has had two additional classrooms to address roll pressure 
at the school. 

 Mangatainoka School has been allocated two short term roll growth teaching 
spaces to alleviate pressure on the roll while the enrolment scheme is 
embedded.  

 

Pahiatua: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Pahiatua catchment:

 Investment in school property 

 We will continue to invest in improving the quality of learning environments 
at schools across the catchment through schools’ property plans, the school 
investment package and other sources of funding. 

 

Network management 

 We will continue to monitor school rolls and student movement in this 
catchment and work with individual schools to ensure a balanced network. 

 

 

  

Pahiatua: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Pahiatua Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 1,200 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 11 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 10 0 1 0 11 

Total funded roll 903 0 395 0 1,298 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 5 0 12 0 17 

Māori roll 284 0 137 0 421 

Pacific roll 21 0 11 0 32 
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Catchment description 

This catchment comprises Levin and the surrounding rural areas, extending along the 
coast from Manakau in the south to Foxton in the north. Traditionally this has not been a 
high growth catchment, however recent roading improvements along with affordable 
housing has resulted in more people, including young families, moving to this catchment.  

This catchment is bordered to the south by the Northern Kāpiti catchment (an area of 
high growth indicated in the NEGP). Horowhenua is anticipated to be increasingly 
affected by the growth occurring in that catchment as the rural/urban boundary shifts 
further north.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 There are several areas of proposed new housing developments in this 
catchment. The largest of these is Tara-Ika, a development in the initial 
stages of planning that may result in up to 3,500 new dwellings in the 
greenfield area east of Levin. There are also developments underway across 
Levin, including Fairfield Road and Hinemoa Street. 

 To the north, there has been some development at Foxton and Waitārere 
Beaches along with a trend of people choosing to permanently reside in 
coastal areas, rather than solely as holiday homes. At this stage, our 
projections indicate there is sufficient capacity at existing schools to 
accommodate potential growth in these areas.  

 We are aware that a new highway is being planned from Ōtaki to north of 
Levin. It is likely that this would present further opportunities for 
development, which we are monitoring. 

 

 Network management 

 We are investigating the impacts of the planned housing developments in 
Levin on the local schooling network, including the potential for additional 
primary provision to accommodate anticipated population growth.  

 Currently six of the 19 schools in this catchment have an enrolment scheme.  
 

State integrated schooling options  

 There are two Catholic full primary schools in this catchment – St Mary’s 
School in Foxton and St Joseph’s in Levin. There is currently no Catholic 
secondary pathway for these students within this catchment. 

 

Māori learners/ākonga  

 Foxton School provides education through Māori immersion, and has 20 
students enrolled in immersion, and a further 45 students in a bilingual 
setting. 

 No other schools provide Māori medium education. We are working with iwi 
in Levin to establish a kura in this catchment.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are two Kāhui Ako that work in partnership across the Horowhenua 
network; the Taitoko and Kerekere Kāhui Ako. Although they have appointed 
their own Principal Leads the collaborative relationship that works across the 
two Kāhui Ako is quite special to this group and the two Kāhui Ako have 
effectively worked as one large Kāhui Ako since their development four 
years ago. The Kāhui Ako focuses on the educational pathways that exist 
across the Horowhenua region, and there are strong ties to both iwi within 
the region. The Taitoko Kāhui Ako includes some early childhood education 
providers. Both Kāhui Ako have Learning Support Coordinators that work 
across the whole network.  

 

Leadership and governance 

 There is strong leadership and governance across the schools in this 
catchment. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 The Horowhenua Learning Centre provides foundation to sub-degree 
programmes at tertiary level. They have good engagement with schools 
regarding transitional opportunities, including for early leaving exemptions. 
UCoL (Universal College of Learning) has a small campus in Levin but  
there is no other significant tertiary provider, meaning students travel to 
Palmerston North or Porirua for the next nearest providers. 

 The Horowhenua Learning Centre also sponsors a ‘community’ driver 
licence programme that the three secondary schools engage with. 

 GETGO is an initiative to improve wellbeing of the community by connecting 
youth to work and training in the Horowhenua district. They recently gained 
Provincial Growth Funding to support these efforts over the next three years. 

 The three secondary schools work well together in the careers and 
transitions space, running collaborative vocationally focussed events and 
providing connections to local employers. Manawatū College and Waiopehu 
College both have quite innovative curricula and timetables with some 
student led options and opportunities. Horowhenua College is more 
traditional in their approach but do have innovative add-ons to their 
programme such as an on-site automotive programme delivered by UCoL. 
UCoL also offers a Certificate in Construction Trade Skills Level 3 to 
secondary students in this region. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 23 early childhood education providers in this catchment and  
3 playcentres. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working closely with schools on upgrading existing property stock.  
A significant redevelopment project is being planned for Waiopehu College. 
We have rationalized surplus property at Horowhenua College and  are 
investing in weather-tightness remediation at Foxton School.  

 Fairfield School has recently amended its enrolment scheme and we have 
allocated two additional teaching spaces to help accommodate the growth 
within their zone.  

 

 We maintain regular contact with Horowhenua District Council to ensure we 
are aware of growth aspirations and plans for the district, including what their 
most up to date population projections are and how many new homes are 
planned for where and when.  

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 

 

Horowhenua: Steady Growing 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Horowhenua catchment:

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to invest in providing additional teaching spaces to 
address roll growth pressures, where necessary. 

 

Strengthen the Māori medium pathway 

 We are working with iwi in Levin to progress a kura in this catchment. 
 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 As rolls grow, we will work with schools to implement new enrolment 
schemes to ensure the network is balanced, and schools are not at risk of 
overcrowding.  

 

Population 

 We will continue to engage with Horowhenua District Council about planned 
developments and timing of future growth, as well as understanding 
Council’s population projections and how they compare to our own.  

 We will undertake further analysis and investigations to determine whether 
a new primary school may be required as a result of the housing 
development in Tara-Ika.  

 

  

Horowhenua: Steady Growing 
Education Network Plan 

The Horowhenua Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 19 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 16 0 3 0 19 

Total funded roll 3,093 0 1,538 0 4,631 

MME Level 1 & 2 53 0 0 0 53 

ORS-funded roll 31 0 36 0 67 

Māori roll 1,359 0 652 0 2,011 

Pacific roll 294 0 161 0 455 

 

 



 

 
 
107 

Catchment description 

This catchment extends northward from Paekākāriki to Paraparaumu, encompassing the 
southern end of the Kāpiti Coast. This catchment includes nine full primary schools and 
two colleges. It covers schools in Paekākāriki, Paraparaumu, Kāpiti and Raumati. The 
neighbouring Northern Kāpiti catchment is identified as a high growth catchment under 
the National Education Growth Plan.  

Population growth has increased across this catchment between 2013 and 2018, with 
Census 2018 data showing growth of 7% compared to an increase of 6% between 2006 
and 2013. The population has been impacted by the opening of the new Expressway 
and Transmission Gully providing an easier commute to Wellington, coupled with 
improved train services to the city. As a result, Kāpiti is an increasingly popular place for 
families to live. 

School rolls have also been increasing in this catchment, with growth of around 480 
students between 2008 and 2021. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 Census 2018 data shows that the age group experiencing the largest 
population growth in Kāpiti is the 25-29 year age group which grew by an 
additional 400 people since 2013. We anticipate that this increase will result 
in an increase in the school aged population in the future as young families 
have children.  

 

 Network management 

 Five primary schools have enrolment schemes in place, namely 
Paraparaumu, Paraparaumu Beach, Raumati Beach, Raumati South and 
Our Lady of Kāpiti Schools. Although these schools have out of zone 
students (about 11% across the rolls), very few are from outside the Kāpiti 
catchment.  

 At the secondary level, both colleges operate enrolment schemes. Kāpiti 
College has traditionally enrolled high numbers of out of zone students 
(almost 31% in 2022). The majority of these students are from outside the 
catchment.  

 We are aware that technology provision is an issue in this catchment. There 
is a technology centre at Raumati Beach School, providing the technology 
curriculum for the primary schools in the catchment. We are aware that 
some of these buildings are nearing the end of their life.  

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There are two state-integrated schools in this catchment, Te Ra School 
(Rudolf Steiner) and Our Lady of Kāpiti (Catholic). Both are full primary 
schools. Our Lady of Kāpiti relocated to a new site in 2017 and changed its 
name. The roll has been steadily increasing since then. 

 

Investment in school property 

 Most of the schools here were built in the 1960s and 1970s and so are over 
50 years old. Major investment is required to address infrastructure issues. 
As part of the Ten Year Property Plan process, a number of schools are 
receiving additional funding to address infrastructure issues, such as roofing 
and drainage.  

 A number of learning support modifications have been completed or are 
underway in this catchment. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, 19% of students (1,127) identified as Māori. There is 1 kōhanga reo 
in this catchment, however there is currently no kura. Enrolments at the 
kōhanga reo numbered 14 tamariki in 2020. 

 Students seeking Māori immersion learning are currently travelling to Māori 
medium options in nearby Ōtaki, or Porirua. As transport links improve, 
these options may continue to become more desirable. 

 Paraparaumu School has 50 students in Māori medium level 3 (as at July 
2021). This is operating as a special program within their enrolment scheme.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There is a long-established collaborative network across the Kāpiti 
principals. This principal group continue to build on the work that they have 
done around innovative practice and systems. 

 There are two Kāhui Ako; Kāpiti North and Kāpiti South that are in the 
establishment stage.  

 

Leadership and governance 

 Overall, there is strong, highly functioning leadership and governance across 
the schools in this catchment. There are no statutory interventions in place in 
any schools in Kāpiti. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Kāpiti College has particularly strong results for Māori students, including 
very detailed individual plans for students. Kāpiti College has some of the 
best equity results nationally. Leadership expects high performance from 
staff, particularly around student support.  

 Paraparaumu College also has relatively high achievement in comparison 
with other secondary schools. Both high schools offer a “work ready 
passport”, which was specifically developed in this catchment and is being 
rolled out in other areas. The programme is designed to ensure students are 
ready for employment and has NCEA credits attached to it. 

 Work Ready Kāpiti is a charitable trust helping rangatahi to become work 
ready. They are well connected to local businesses and offer a work place 
programme called Work Ready Passport to schools (also in Te Reo). 

 There is currently very little tertiary provision in this catchment with students 
having to travel south to Porirua or north to either Levin or Palmerston North 
for vocational training. Demand for vocational training will continue to grow, 
particularly as the population is expected to continue increasing. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 35 early childhood services in the Kāpiti Coast catchment, 
including 1 kōhanga reo. These services range from Playcentre to privately 
owned, to community-based and homebased providers.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with Paraparaumu College who we allocated ten additional 
teaching spaces to accommodate growing rolls. 

 Kāpiti and Kenakena Schools currently do not operate enrolment schemes 
and we will work with these schools to implement new enrolment schemes to 
help manage and distribute growth. We will also work with schools with 
schemes in place to ensure they are still fit for purpose.  

 

 We have allocated one additional teaching space to the Raumati Beach 
Technology Centre. 

 

 We are working with both Mahinawa Specialist School and Kāpiti College to 
establish a new purpose-built learning support satellite in this catchment. 
Kāpiti School also hosts a satellite unit. 

 

 We would like to look at the technology provision within this catchment. 

 
 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 

 

 

 

Kāpiti: Steady Growing 
Education Network Plan 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Kāpiti catchment:

Secondary-tertiary opportunities 

 We will work with the sector towards building secondary-tertiary pathways 
for students in this catchment. 

 

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to invest in providing additional teaching spaces to 
address roll growth pressures, where necessary.  

 We will investigate options for how best to provide technology education at 
intermediate level across the catchment.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 We will continue to support collaboration across the Kāhui Ako.  
 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We are planning to implement new enrolment schemes at primary schools 
without a scheme, as required.  

 We will continue to work with Kāpiti College to reduce out of zone 
enrolments in preparation for future growth.  

 

Population 

 We will continue to engage with Kāpiti Coast District Council about planned 
developments and timing of future growth, as well as understanding 
Council’s population projections and how they compare to our own.  

 

  

Kāpiti: Steady Growing 
Education Network Plan 

The Kāpiti Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 6,600 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 11 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 9 0 2 0 11 

Total funded roll 3,214 0 2,742 0 5,956 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 24 0 29 0 53 

Māori roll 638 0 489 0 1,127 

Pacific roll 109 0 68 0 177 
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Catchment description 

Masterton is the largest town in the Wairarapa, located approximately 90 minutes 
northeast of Wellington City. The Masterton catchment encompasses the town and the 
wider rural area extending east towards the coast. The town services a number of rural 
industries, particularly agriculture and forestry.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles 

 Population growth between 2013 and 2018 was most evident in the 25-29 
year old age bracket. This aligns with anecdotal evidence that there are 
more young couples and families moving to this catchment, as a result of 
good transport links, developments, and more affordable housing.  

 Collectively, the five primary schools in the urban area are currently 
operating near capacity and rolls are expected to continue growing.  

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones 

 Historically, schools in this catchment have had surplus capacity available. 
This has enabled those schools that have enrolment schemes in place to 
enrol out of zone students.  

 

  Network structure 

 The Masterton schooling network was reviewed in 2003 to take into account 
a changing demographic and declining rolls and population. This review 
resulted in several schools merging or closing. Within the urban area, there 
are now four contributing schools, one full primary, an intermediate and 
three state secondary schools (including one kura). The surrounding areas 
are served by smaller primary schools. The catchment has several state and 
state integrated secondary schools (six in total).  

 Masterton has four state-integrated secondary schools, including single sex 
options for both sexes. There are also two state integrated primary schools. 

 

 Investment 

  This catchment has a large component of ageing building stock. There is a 
significant redevelopment underway for Wairarapa College and we are 
working with Makoura College on replacing older buildings and removing 
surplus classrooms. Douglas Park School has recently converted an old 
building into new quality learning spaces.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 There is one kura in this catchment (TKKM o Wairarapa) which enrols about 
90 ākonga in Level 1 Māori immersion education.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There is strong Kāhui Ako dual leadership in this catchment. While the Kāhui 
Ako is relatively young, it has moved into implementation quickly. The 
pathway from early learning to tertiary education is very strong. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 There has been a change in leadership in this catchment with new principals 
starting at Solway College and Mauriceville School in 2019. There have also 
been recent leadership changes at Makoura College and Wairarapa College. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 24 early learning providers in this catchment, 16 of them 
belonging to the Kāhui Ako. 

 

Learning Support 

 This community was allocated 10 Learning Support Co-ordinators (LSC) and 
has developed a Learning Support register that has helped them identify the 
learning support needs across Masterton.  

 There is some demand from families seeking the establishment of a 
dedicated learning support provision in this catchment. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Wairarapa Rural Education Activities Programme (REAP) has a strong 
presence in this catchment operating the at-risk youth programme Ngā 
Pūmanawa Tūpuna. Youth to Work Wairarapa (Y2WW), a Mayor’s 
Taskforce for Jobs initiative, provides transitional support for school leavers 
into local employment opportunities. There are limited local tertiary options 
via UCol and Te Wānanga o Aotearoa satellite campuses. The closing of 
Taratahi Agricultural Training Centre in late 2018 was a disappointing loss to 
the educational landscape of this catchment but work is underway to reopen 
the campus under new ownership.  

 There is solid Trades Academy and Gateway engagement across the 
secondary schools. Makoura College has recently implemented Project 
Based Learning into its curriculum which has enhanced its relationships with 
the local community. University-bound students have to commute significant 
distances or leave the catchment to continue their study. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with some schools in Masterton to implement enrolment 
schemes.  

 We have continued to encourage schools in this catchment to restrict the 
number of out of zone enrolments in preparation for future roll growth.  

 

 We are in the initial planning stages of establishing a specialist school 
satellite class in this catchment. 

 We delivered two additional teaching spaces for Solway School. 

 We have allocated additional teaching spaces for TKKM o Wairarapa. 
 

  We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years.  

 

 
 

Masterton: Steady Growing  
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Masterton catchment:

Rural and isolated schools 

 There are diverse challenges for the operation of remote rural schools such 
as Whareama, Tinui, Wainuioru and Mauriceville. We are looking at how we 
can further support these schools. 

 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will continue to work with schools that have an enrolment scheme to 
ensure it is still fit for purpose and enables them to manage future growth. 
We will work with the Masterton urban primary schools to collaboratively 
review their enrolment schemes. 

 We will work with some schools to implement new enrolment schemes, as 
required.  

 We plan to work with Masterton Intermediate and Wairarapa College to 
continue discussions around implementing an enrolment scheme to ensure 
a balanced secondary network across the Masterton and South Wairarapa 
catchments. 

 

Learning Support 

 We will develop a plan to identify the Learning Support pathways in the 
Masterton catchment, and investigate options for a potential learning support 
satellite. 

 

  

Masterton: Steady Growing  
Education Network Plan 

The Masterton Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,400 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 20 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 13 1 6 0 20 

Total funded roll 2,762 93 2,359 0 5,214 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 90 0 0 90 

ORS-funded roll 37 0 36 0 73 

Māori roll 955 92 591 0 1,638 

Pacific roll 112 1 92 0 205 
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Catchment description  

The Wairarapa South catchment, in the Wellington Region, covers the area from the 
Remutaka Hill to north Carterton. It is bounded by the Tararua ranges to the west. While 
it is predominantly rural, the catchment includes the towns of Featherston, Greytown, 
Carterton and Martinborough. These towns serve the wider rural community where 
sheep and beef farming and viticulture are the main industries. 

Growth is anticipated across the Wairarapa South catchment. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

 Changing population profile 

 Historically, the towns in this catchment have had a high proportion of 
holiday homes used for weekend living. There has been a shift in recent 
years as more people are choosing to permanently reside in these areas. 
Affordable housing options, weather and lifestyle are the main contributors to 
this. Consequently, school rolls here have increased, with almost 400 
additional students enrolled across the catchment between 2008 and 2021. 
The majority of this growth occurred between 2017 and 2021 (250 students). 
The highest growth has been in Greytown and Featherston. 

 Census 2018 data confirms the anecdotal evidence of an increasing number 
of 20-39 year olds in the catchment as young couples and families move 
here, attracted by lower house prices and transport connections to Wellington.  

 

 Network management 

 Tuturumuri School, located in the rural western part of the catchment, closed 
on 28 February 2020. This followed consultation on the future of the school 
in 2019, as it had no students and no known future enrolments.  

 Six of the primary schools in this catchment operate enrolment schemes.  
 

 Parental choice 

 Historically, many students have travelled to attend secondary schools in 
Masterton. Kuranui College has been experiencing significant roll growth in 
recent years as it is attracting an increasing share of local students.  

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There are three state-integrated schools in this catchment, two Catholic 
primary schools and one composite Christian School. The Catholic primary 
schools (St Mary’s School Carterton, and St Teresa’s School Featherston) 
have the same Proprietor and have maximum rolls of 138 and 150 
respectively. Ponatahi School is a composite Christian school with a 
maximum roll of 160 students. 

 

Investment in school property 

 Most state schools are in a good condition. The gym at Kuranui College has 
significant weather-tightness issues and we are working with the board on 
options to address this.  

 

 Remote and isolated schools 

 Principals of rural schools face challenges in addressing and coordinating 
property management issues, such as drainage and waste management, 
and daily monitoring of water quality in swimming pools and water pumps.  

 

  Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, 24% of students identified as Māori. Education through the Māori 
medium is available at Carterton School, which operates a Level 3 bilingual 
unit, and Featherston School, which has a new Level 3 bilingual unit. There 
is no other Māori medium provision in the catchment. 

 There are no Kōhanga reo services within this catchment. 
 

Kāhui Ako 

 There is one Kāhui Ako in this catchment, currently led by the Principal of 
Kuranui College. This Kāhui Ako is focussed on each school supporting local 
schools for local students, with another focus on improving relationships 
between local iwi.  

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Students have to travel significant distances to access tertiary education as 
there is no tertiary provision in this catchment.  

 Kuranui College, the only state secondary school in the catchment, has 
developed individualised pathway plans for every student, including working 
with their families. They have developed strong partnerships with local 
employers as well as tertiary providers in Masterton, Palmerston North and 
the Hutt Valley to enable students to access Gateway and Trades Academy 
provision. Students also access drivers licence training, at risk students 
support and other post-school opportunities via Wairarapa wide support 
agencies.  

 Seasonal employment opportunities in the farming and food production 
sectors do impact senior student attendance and engagement at Kuranui 
College.  

 

Early childhood education 

 Early learning services are stable in this catchment. There are 17 providers, 
and there is capacity for additional students within the existing centres. 
Whilst the early learning centres are geographically widespread, there is 
strong communication between them. 

 

Learning support 

 There is currently no specialist learning support provision in this catchment.  

 
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are investing in a redevelopment of Greytown School to improve building 
quality, as well as building four roll growth teaching spaces to accommodate 
roll growth pressures. 

 We have allocated six additional teaching spaces for Kuranui College to 
alleviate the immediate roll growth pressure. 

 

 We are working with Kimi Ora Specialist School to determine the location for 
two funded specialist learning support satellite units. There is potential that 
one may be in South Wairarapa or the students in this catchment will have 
access to specialist support in a neighbouring catchment. 

 

 We have been proactively working with the schools to discuss the schooling 
network, including implementing new enrolment schemes. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 

 

 

Wairarapa South: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Wairarapa South catchment:

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 We will support Kuranui College to continue to strengthen strong links to 
tertiary provision for local students. 

 

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to monitor school rolls and provide additional teaching 
space where required to address roll growth. 

 

Māori medium 

 We will work with iwi, schools and whānau to understand aspirations and 
establish a pathway for Māori medium education in the catchment. 

 

 

  

Wairarapa South: Steady and Stable  
Education Network Plan 

The Wairarapa South Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 2,400 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 14 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 12 1 1 0 14 

Total funded roll 1,890 135 653 0 2,678 

MME Level 1 & 2 1 0 0 0 1 

ORS-funded roll 18 2 10 0 30 

Māori roll 454 3 191 0 648 

Pacific roll 43 0 17 0 60 
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Catchment description 

Upper Hutt lies on State Highway 2 north of Wellington. The catchment extends from 
Silverstream in the south to Te Mārua in the north at the base of the Remutaka hill. The 
majority of the urban area is located on the floodplains of the Hutt River, with several 
smaller rural settlements in the hills and valleys to the east. The catchment is 
encompassed by the Upper Hutt City Council. 

Census 2018 data for Upper Hutt City shows a population of almost 44,000, an increase 
of 9% since 2013. The suburbs with the highest growth rates between 2013 and 2018 
were Riverstone Terraces and Trentham South. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 Historically, there has not been large population growth in this catchment. As 
a consequence, not many schools operated enrolment schemes in this 
catchment and so students have historically been able to attend schools of 
their choice across Upper Hutt, regardless of where they lived.  

 Since 2012, the student population within this catchment has grown by 
almost 300 students. The 2018 Census showed that between 2013 and 
2018 the biggest growth was in the 25-34 year old cohort, which grew by 
more than 2,800 people, while the 5-9 year old cohort grew by 408 children.  

 The are several large developments underway or planned in Upper Hutt. 
The furthest along is Wallaceville, with about 700 new dwellings. We 
anticipate that this will result in more than 300 additional school-age children 
in this catchment. 

 We understand that there will be more developments across Upper Hutt. 
These, coupled with young families moving into existing homes, will continue 
to impact on school rolls. Whilst there is currently capacity across some 
schools in this catchment, we are planning now to ensure that we have 
capacity in the right locations to cater for this growth. 

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones 

 In anticipation of future growth, we have been working with schools to 
implement and amend enrolment schemes. Currently, 11 of the schools in 
this catchment have enrolment schemes in place. Hutt International Boys’ 
School does not operate an enrolment scheme but has demonstrated that it 
does meet the criteria to implement a new scheme.  

 

 Network structure  

 There are four state integrated schools in this catchment. Two are co-
educational full primary schools (Y1-8), being St Joseph’s School and St 
Brendan’s School. The other two state integrated schools are single sex 
secondary schools (both for boys). These are St Patrick’s College (Y9-15) 
and Hutt International Boys’ School (Y7-15). There are no state integrated 
secondary pathways for girls in this catchment. 

 

 Investment in school property 

 Many of the schools in this region have significant building plans to address 
ageing infrastructure, weather tightness issues, classroom upgrades, and 
roofing replacements.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 Almost 23% of students enrolled in schools within this catchment identify  
as Māori. 

 There is no Māori medium provision in the Upper Hutt catchment. Some 
students travel south to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Ara Whānui based  
in Petone, which is the only kura in the Hutt Valley. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 Although not an established Kāhui Ako, 19 of the Upper Hutt schools meet 
regularly together as a cluster, namely the ‘Upper Hutt Education Network’. 
This cluster received 16 Learning Support Coordinator positions in the first 
tranche. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 There are no leadership issues in this catchment with many principals in 
place for several years. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 There are a number of initiatives in place through education to employment 
programmes including initiatives for students from Year 8 through to  
Year 13. 

 Ōrongomai Marae offers a driver licence programme which helps teach road 
rules and also help with costs of the tests.  

 VIBE one-stop shop for Youth Health & Support Services have a location in 
Upper Hutt which offers free confidential health and support services as well 
as job seeker support for youth aged 10-24 years.  

 There is no tertiary provider beyond the foundation level in Upper Hutt and 
many would like to see this change.  

 MOE/MSD funded Education to Employment brokers work with local schools 
to support work integrated opportunities for students. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 36 early learning providers in this catchment. 
 

Learning support 

 There is currently no dedicated learning support provision in this catchment.  
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with three schools in this catchment to implement enrolment 
schemes. We are also monitoring rolls at all schools to determine whether 
(or when) an enrolment scheme may be necessary to manage growth. 

 

 We have allocated additional teaching spaces to Trentham School and 
Heretaunga College.  

 We are working with Kimi Ora Specialist School and local schools to deliver 
a satellite of Kimi Ora in this catchment. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years.  

 

 

 

Upper Hutt: Steady Growing  
Education Network Plan 



 

 
 
114 

 

  

Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Upper Hutt catchment:

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will continue to work with all schools in the catchment to manage down 
the number of out of zone students enrolled as part of our planning to 
accommodate future growth. 

 

Māori medium 

 We recognize that there is a gap with Māori medium provision in this 
catchment. 

 

  

Upper Hutt: Steady Growing  
Education Network Plan 

The Upper Hutt Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 8,400 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 20 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 15 1 4 0 20 

Total funded roll 4,537 32 3,206 0 7,775 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 42 0 30 0 72 

Māori roll 1,070 0 689 0 1,759 

Pacific roll 264 0 223 0 487 
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Catchment description 

The Lower Hutt North catchment is an urban catchment and comprises the northern area 
of Lower Hutt City. It straddles the Hutt River and is bordered to the north by Upper Hutt 
City. The catchment comprises the suburbs of Kelson, Belmont, Epuni, Avalon, Naenae, 
Taita, Manor Park and Stokes Valley. 

Population growth has increased across Lower Hutt City between 2013 and 2018, with 
Census 2018 data showing growth of 6%, compared to very low growth of 0.5% between 
2006 and 2013. Across Lower Hutt City, the growth has been largely in ages 15 years and 
over, with the number of 0-4 and 10-14 year olds declining since 2013. Notwithstanding, 
between 2016 and 2019 the total school rolls in this catchment grew by 130 students. 
Census 2018 indicates the biggest growth in Lower Hutt was within the 25-34 year old 
age group, which grew by almost 3,000 people across the city. 

Within the catchment there are several suburbs that are popular with first-home buyers 
and young couples and families. There is a housing development underway in Kelson of 
240 homes, with Hutt City Council accepting submissions on a private plan change for a 
similar sized development in the same area. Hutt City Council is also planning 
intensification south of Epuni and around the CBD. Kāinga Ora is currently developing 
vacant land in Epuni into 153 new state and affordable homes. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

Changing population profile 

 Historical rolls indicate a previously declining school population, however 
since 2015 rolls have begun to increase. Whilst there are several schools 
operating near capacity, there is sufficient capacity at other schools in the 
catchment to accommodate some growth.  

 Both secondary schools have some surplus capacity, but this is exacerbated 
by the current trend for students to attend secondary schooling outside the 
catchment. It is anticipated that as adjacent catchments experience 
increasing school rolls, out of zone enrolments in those catchments will 
reduce, meaning students would return to their local catchments. 

 

Network management 

 In 2016, discussions between Avalon Intermediate, Naenae Intermediate, 
Taita College and Naenae College explored the possibility of becoming one 
school on one site. While this proposal did not progress further, there was 
some support for this. 

 Enrolment schemes are in place at 4 primary and intermediate schools, 
however neither secondary school has an enrolment scheme. 

 Parental choice is influencing the utilisation of a number of local schools in the 
catchment as some families choose non-local schools for both primary and 
secondary. 

 

State integrated schooling options 

 The only state-integrated Montessori school in the country is in this 
catchment, Wa Ora Montessori School. 

 There are two Catholic full primary schools within this catchment, both 
affiliated to one parish (Te Awakairangi) as a result of recent changes to 
parish boundaries. Both schools have steady rolls. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga 

 Census 2018 data shows that almost 30% of 0-14 years olds identify as 
Māori. Level 1 and 2 Māori immersion learning is provided at Koraunui School 
(up to Year 6) and Naenae School (up to Year 8 for those in the bilingual 
unit). Both schools are dual medium. Beyond this, there is no dual medium 
pathway for ākonga within this catchment. This has been identified as a gap.  

 There are four kōhanga reo within this catchment. These tamariki tend to 
travel south to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Ara Whanui rather than attend a 
local mainstream school. TKKM o Te Ara Whanui is a wharekura in the Lower 
Hutt South catchment and provides transport for tamariki to attend the 
wharekura from across the Hutt Valley. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are two Kāhui Ako in this catchment. Taita/Stokes Valley and Naenae 
Kāhui Ako.  Naenae have a strong focus on cross agency involvement so 
there is more wraparound support for whanau. Taita/Stokes Valley have a 
strong cultural lens across their schools. 

 

Pacific languages 

 There is a shortage of quality Pacific early learning centres, and lack of 
Pacific pathway through compulsory schooling. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 Pathways are limited in the catchment as there are only two state secondary 
options and an area school across a large geographic area. It can be 
challenging for schools in the catchment to manage exclusions, and barriers 
to enrolment are evident. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Good transport connections enable learners/ākonga from the catchment to 
attend alternative education offerings in Petone. Naenae College offers an 
alternative education setting through Lyriks Sports Academy. Taita College 
has strong relationships with local industries and the school approaches 
industries to provide pathways for students based on their skills and interest. 
The Learning Connexion School of Creativity and Art and is located adjacent 
to Taita College. The two have a relationship that enables students to gain 
NCEA credits through this institution. 

 MOE/MSD funded Education to Employment brokers work with local schools 
to support work integrated opportunities for students. 

 

Investment in school property 

 Most schools in the catchment were established in the 1950s or earlier. 
Therefore, school buildings across the catchment are mostly ageing and 
require upgrading to meet quality learning environment standards. 

 Both Taita College and Naenae College have been identified as schools requiring 
significant investment in redevelopment of school property. Building quality, 
weathertightness and rationalisation are the key drivers for investment in these 
areas. 

 

Learning Support 

 Kimi Ora School is a specialist school based in Naenae. Kimi Ora also 
operates 2 satellite classes at Pomare School in this catchment. Additional 
learning support is also provided through inclusive practice at a number of 
schools. Naenae College has a Learning Support unit with 35 ORS funded 
students. Naenae Intermediate has indicated it expects growth of up to 20 
ORS funded learners/ākonga. Some learning support service hubs are based 
at the intermediate, including RTLB and a local office of the Central Regional 
Health School.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage education 
provision in this catchment: 

 Funding was recently approved for eight new satellite teaching spaces for 
Kimi Ora Specialist School. We are working with the school to determine the 
exact locations of these across the Wellington region. It is anticipated that this 
will include a new secondary satellite unit in the Hutt Valley. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth in 
the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 

 

Lower Hutt North: Steady and Stable 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Lower Hutt North catchment: 

Education conversations 

 We will work with the schools and communities in this catchment  to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for Māori and Pacific language 
provision 

 

Network structure 

 We will continue to monitor growth due to infill housing for the catchment and 
the implications for existing  schools. 

 

  

Lower Hutt North: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Lower Hutt North Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 20 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 16 1 2 1 20 

Total funded roll 3,658 258 1,060 75 5,051 

MME Level 1 & 2 191 0 0 0 191 

ORS-funded roll 91 1 41 75 208 

Māori roll 1,244 45 408 13 1,710 

Pacific roll 809 6 271 6 1,092 
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Catchment description 

The Lower Hutt South catchment straddles the Hutt River and encompasses the area 
north of Wellington harbour from Petone to Epuni, as well as Eastbourne.  

Historically, the population in this catchment has been relatively stable, however in the 
five years between 2013 and 2018, the population grew steadily across the city. 
Population growth between 2013 and 2018 was 7%, compared to 2% growth between 
2006 and 2013. Housing in this catchment is seen as more affordable comparable to the 
rest of the region.  

Hutt City Council plans to revitalise the Lower Hutt CBD, including high density 
apartment living. The Council has also recently approved a plan change to permit 
medium density residential housing in suburban areas.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 More families are moving to the Hutt Valley for affordable house prices and 
close proximity to Wellington City. This is evident by the almost 3,000 people 
aged 25 to 34 years that have moved to Lower Hutt between 2013 and 
2018. This accounted for almost half of the overall population growth across 
Lower Hutt and was the biggest percentage growth in this age group across 
the Wellington region. 

 

 Network management 

 Rolls in primary schools in the Western Hills of Lower Hutt have been 
significantly growing in the past five years. The rolls of schools in this 
catchment have grown by 521 students between 2012 and 2021. 

 Most of the schools in this catchment operate enrolment schemes, however 
many have large out of zone numbers enrolled.  

 

 Parental choice 

 Across the catchment, 8% of the total number of students are out of zone 
students. The majority of these out of zone students are from the 
neighbouring Lower Hutt North and Wainuiomata catchments. Parental 
perception plays a big part in whānau decisions about schooling in this 
catchment, with many parents bypassing their local schools. 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 Out of the 24 schools in this catchment, nine are state-integrated. Most of 
these schools are either at or close to their maximum rolls.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, almost 2,000 students identified as Māori, about 19% of the total 
school roll in this catchment.  

 TKKM o Te Ara Whānui is the only kura in the Hutt Valley. It is a composite 
Year 1-13 kura. Wilford School also offers Māori medium education at  
Level 1. There are 5 kōhanga reo in this catchment. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 While not an official Kāhui Ako, the Lower Hutt schools, intermediate and 
college have formed as a cluster of schools. This cluster builds on existing 
collaborative networks across the Lower Hutt schools and in particular, the 
Lower Hutt Primary Principals’ Association.  

 This group is led by two experienced primary principals who have been 
proactive around working together towards a common goal. A steering group 
was more recently formed that includes representation from the primary, 
intermediate and secondary schools. Conversations with the local early 
learning providers are ongoing with the intention of having representation on 
the steering group as well.  

 A core focus is the identification of learning support needs for all learners in 
the Lower Hutt basin; with the intention of working together to help support 
the educational pathways of this group of learners.  

 

Transitional partnerships 

 This catchment has been served well with a number of transitional education 
providers serving the wider community. Reduced student numbers have put 
pressure on some of these providers, leading to cancellation of courses and 
complete closure in some cases. The Wellington Institute of Technology 
(WelTec) is the most significant tertiary provider in this catchment. WelTec 
offer Trades Academy programmes for school aged students and provide 
free transport options to enable attendance at programmes outside of the 
catchment area (in Porirua and Wellington City). 

 MOE/MSD funded Education to Employment brokers work with local schools 
to support work integrated opportunities for students. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are currently 51 early learning services in this catchment, including 
kindergarten, playcentres, education and care services, and kōhanga reo. 

 This is a growing area, with new services applying for licenses recently. 
 

Learning support 

 This catchment did not receive any Learning Support Coordinators but have 
been working on drafting a learning support register. The catchment does 
not have any specialist school satellite provision. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We have allocated funding to Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Te Ara Whānui for 
eight additional teaching spaces to address roll growth pressures and to help 
prepare for future growth. We are working closely with the kura on other 
infrastructure issues. 

 We are delivering additional teaching spaces to Maungaraki and Korokoro 
Schools to address roll growth pressures.  

 We are also working with Hutt Intermediate and Hutt Valley High School on 
planning for remediation of major infrastructure issues at both schools. 

 

 We are advising all schools in the catchment to strictly manage out of zone 
enrolments in preparation for accommodating future growth.  

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across this catchment:

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will continue to work with all schools to manage down their out of zone 
numbers in preparation for accommodating long term growth as well as 
looking at amending schemes where needed. 

 

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to work on improving the quality of school property in this 
catchment. 

 

Relationships with external agencies 

 We will continue working together with local authorities and government 
agencies to address urban growth and development issues in the wider 
Wellington region. 

 

 

  

Lower Hutt South: Steady Growing 
Education Network Plan 

The Lower Hutt South Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 10,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 26 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 19 3 4 0 26 

Total funded roll 5,571 944 3,619 0 10,134 

MME Level 1 & 2 16 295 0 0 311 

ORS-funded roll 46 2 33 0 81 

Māori roll 919 364 672 0 1,955 

Pacific roll 376 11 354 0 741 
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Catchment description  

The Wainuiomata catchment covers the suburb of Wainuiomata in Lower Hutt. Hills 
surround the town on three sides, with only one major road into and out of the town. 
Wainuiomata has a total population of about 17,900. 

A significant network review in 2002 resulted in the closure and merger of a number of 
schools in this catchment. Wainuiomata North has been identified as a potential future 
development area and is set out in the Hutt City Council Urban Growth Strategy and the 
Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The area comprises 130 hectares of greenfield 
land, the bulk of which is still in the early stages of planning.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Changing demographic profile 

 The total population across Wainuiomata has increased by 7.2% between 
2013 and 2018, compared to growth of 0.4% between 2006 and 2013. 
Census 2018 data shows an increase since 2013 of 850 people aged 
between 20-39 years residing in this catchment. This is significant population 
growth in younger age groups.  

 Wainuiomata is a popular suburb for young families with its affordable 
housing and close links to the Hutt Valley and Wellington. This catchment 
traditionally sees the most house sales of any suburb in Lower Hutt, 
however parental perception often sees families seeking education for their 
children elsewhere. We anticipate that as growth continues across the wider 
Hutt Valley area, a larger proportion of Wainuiomata students will attend 
local schools in this catchment due to schools outside the catchment having 
increasingly higher proportions of their own local students, thereby limiting 
places for out of zone enrolments.  

 

 Parental choice influencing utilisation  

 Despite population growth, most of the school rolls are dropping in the 
catchment with students choosing to leave the catchment to access other 
schooling options, particularly in the secondary age group. Between 2008 
and 2021, school rolls dropped in this catchment by 818 students, though 
this decline has slowed since 2015. 

 In 2011, 69% of the secondary student population attended a local school in 
this catchment, with 23% accessing secondary education in other schools in 
Lower Hutt. By 2021, only 50% of secondary students were enrolled in local 
Wainuiomata schools.  

 

 Network management  

 One school in the catchment operates an enrolment scheme, Fernlea 
School. We are not in discussion with any other schools in the catchment to 
implement enrolment schemes at this stage.  

 There are currently two development projects underway in Wainuiomata, 
Parkway Rise and Wise Street.  

 

State integrated schooling options  

 There is one state-integrated Catholic primary school in this catchment, St 
Claudine Thevenet School. Whilst the roll has remained steady, there has 
been an increase in the number of students choosing Our Lady of the 
Rosary School on the Lower Hutt side of the Wainuiomata Hill. Our Lady of 
the Rosary shares the same special character as St Claudine Thevenet. 

 

 Investment in school property 

 Some of the primary schools in this catchment have ageing infrastructure.  

 Wainuiomata High School was established in 2002 as the result of a merger 
following a network review which also saw the merger of a number of 
primary schools. Wainuiomata High School has ageing infrastructure with 
many of the school’s buildings in poor condition. In 2018, a significant 
redevelopment of the High School was announced. The redevelopment will 
remediate weathertightness issues, modernise existing teaching spaces and 
build flexible learning spaces. It is anticipated that this redevelopment will 
attract more secondary students to remain within the catchment.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, almost half (43%) of ākonga enrolled in Wainuiomata schools 
identify as Māori.  

 Pukeatua Primary School, Wainuiomata Intermediate and the High School 
all offer Māori medium education at Levels 1, 2 and 1 respectively. In July 
2021, 106 ākonga were enrolled in Māori medium learning. In addition, 
TKKM o Te Ara Whanui (Year 1-13) in Alicetown has approximately 115 
ākonga enrolled from the Wainuiomata catchment. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There is a history of collaboration across the local schools. The 
Wainuiomata Kāhui Ako is still in the establishment stage. Currently, two 
experienced and long-standing primary school principals are acting in a 
shared leadership role.  

 St Claudine Thevenet School does not belong to the Wainuiomata Kāhui 
Ako. The principal of this school leads a faith based Kāhui Ako known as  
‘Te Kāhui Waiako’.  

 The Kāhui Ako were given Learning Support Coordinator allocation across 
their Kāhui Ako but these positions are yet to be filled, despite ongoing 
efforts by the two acting lead principals. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 Recruitment and retention of staff is challenging in this catchment. This 
catchment has a number of wider social issues that can mean school staff 
are involved in social support, separate to education. There are a number of 
passionate staff and leaders in this catchment who believe additional 
coordinated support is required to address the challenges that families in this 
catchment face.  

 The schools tend to have stable governance. There are no current statutory 
interventions in place. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 Students from this catchment predominantly transition to WelTec/Whitireia. 
Wainuiomata High School has excellent engagement with Trades Academy 
and Gateway programmes. The High School has recently redeveloped its 
junior school curriculum which it plans to expand into the senior school.  

 MOE/MSD funded Education to Employment brokers work with local schools 
to support work integrated opportunities for students. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 12 early learning services and 4 kōhanga reo in this catchment,  
all are community based. 

 

Learning support 

 There is no dedicated learning support provision in this catchment. 
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 There have been some discussions with a potential applicant to establish a 
kura in this catchment. 

 

 We are investing in a significant redevelopment of Wainuiomata High School 
and work to address weathertightness issues at Wainuiomata Primary 
School. We will continue to invest in school property in this catchment.  

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 

 

 

 

Wainuiomata: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Wainuiomata catchment:

Wider network review 

 We will continue to liaise with Hutt City Council on growth plans in 
Wainuiomata, including further analysis of whether a new school is required 
to accommodate roll growth in the long term. Should larger developments 
proceed in this catchment, we would work with schools and the community 
to plan for and respond to growth.  

 

 

  

Wainuiomata: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Wainuiomata Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 2,100 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 8 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 7 0 1 0 8 

Total funded roll 1,496 0 559 0 2,055 

MME Level 1 & 2 76 0 30 0 106 

ORS-funded roll 20 0 11 0 31 

Māori roll 618 0 274 0 892 

Pacific roll 247 0 69 0 316 
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Catchment description 

The Porirua North catchment includes the suburbs of Pāuatahanui, Plimmerton, 
Paremata, Whitby, Pukerua Bay and Aotea. The catchment borders Kāpiti to the north 
and surrounds the Pāuatahanui Inlet including a large hinterland. It lies within Porirua 
City and is one of four cities making up the Wellington metropolitan area. 

Census 2018 data shows a city-wide population of more than 56,000, an increase  
of 9.4% since 2013. Within the Porirua North catchment, there has been significant 
population growth centred around Aotea, Endeavour and Postgate. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles  

 Large-scale subdivision and development within Aotea has impacted on the 
rolls of schools in this catchment, particularly Papakōwhai School and Aotea 
College which have seen significant growth over the last 5 years.  

 Porirua City Council predict that there is potential to build between 9,000 and 
10,500 additional homes across Porirua City by 2048. This includes the 
Plimmerton Farm development of approximately 2,500 new homes. 

 

 Parental choice influencing utilisation 

 Traditionally, there has been high student movement in this catchment with 
many schools having large numbers of out of zone students enrolled. All but 
one of the primary schools in this catchment operate enrolment schemes. 
Many of the schools’ enrolment schemes are outdated and no longer fit for 
purpose.  

 

 Network structure  

 There is one state-integrated school in this catchment. St Theresa’s School 
is a Catholic Y1-6 primary school in Plimmerton. While there is no Catholic 
secondary provision in this catchment, Bishop Viard College (a co-
educational Y7-13 secondary) is located in the neighbouring Porirua West 
catchment. 

 

 Investment in school property 

 The condition of property in Porirua North varies across the portfolio. A lot  
of the building stock was built in the 1970’s. We are providing additional 
funding at a number of these schools to address infrastructure issues. 

 The technology hub used by schools in this catchment is located at 
Plimmerton School. The building is made up of several relocatable buildings 
which are in a poor condition. We plan to review technology provision in  
this catchment as part of a review of technology provision in the wider 
Porirua area.  

 

 

Māori learners/ākonga  

 There is one Kōhanga Reo in this catchment with 20 ākonga enrolled as at 
July 2020. 

 There is no provision for Māori medium education at Level 1 or 2 in this 
catchment. Students from Porirua North seeking an education through the 
Māori medium must travel to attend Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Porirua in the 
Porirua East catchment. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 The schools in this catchment are part of the Porirua North Kāhui Ako. 

 This Kāhui Ako is focused on Hauora/Wellbeing, Ara Tika pathways and 
Auaha innovation. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 There is strong and highly functioning leadership at schools across this 
catchment. 

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Aotea College is very active in the secondary transitions space with large 
numbers of students enrolled in Trades Academies and Gateway 
programmes. Aotea College is also very active in seeking partnerships with 
local employers and tertiary organisations. The college uses Secondary 
Tertiary Alignment Resourcing funded courses as a way for students to trial 
pathway options for following years.  

 Although not directly impacted by the Porirua Regeneration project, the 
opportunities that arise will benefit the students within this catchment 
through work placement and other potential engagement with the project 
including a potential jobs and skills hub to service all of Porirua. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 17 early childhood services in this catchment. These services 
range from Playcentre to privately owned and community-based learning. 

 

Learning Support 

 There is no dedicated learning support provision in Northern Porirua. 
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are investigating the requirement for additional primary provision in this 
catchment as a response to proposed development, as well as exploring 
whether additional secondary provision may also be required in the future.  

 

 We are working with schools to effectively manage enrolment schemes 
including managing down out of zone enrolments.  

 Pukerua Bay School has implemented a new enrolment scheme. 
 

 We are working closely with schools in this catchment to upgrade existing 
property stock. We have allocated additional teaching spaces to Aotea 
College to accommodate the growing roll. 

 We have also invested in additional classrooms at Papakōwhai, Adventure 
and Discovery Schools to accommodate growing primary rolls. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years.  

 

 

 

Porirua North: Steady Growing  
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Porirua North catchment:

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will work collaboratively with primary schools in this catchment to review 
enrolment schemes to ensure that they are fit for purpose.  

 

Network management 

 We will investigate future Year 7-8 technology provision in the Porirua 
catchments to determine how best to provide for this, including assessing 
the need for a dedicated technology hub. 

 

Investment in school property 

 We will continue to invest in providing additional classrooms to schools 
where necessary to accommodate growing school rolls. 

 

  

Porirua North: Steady Growing  
Education Network Plan 

The Porirua North Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,400 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 12 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 10 0 2 0 12 

Total funded roll 3,690 0 1,316 0 5,006 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 34 0 2 0 36 

Māori roll 707 0 318 0 1,025 

Pacific roll 443 0 199 0 642 
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Catchment description  

The Porirua East catchment encompasses the suburbs of Cannons Creek and 
Waitangirua, Ranui Heights and Porirua East. 

Historically, the area grew through the state housing program of the 1950s and 1960s to 
meet increased demand for affordable housing in the Wellington region. Consequently, 
the area has one of the highest concentrations of public housing in the country.  

Porirua City Council identifies the potential for between 9,000 and 10,500 additional 
homes across Porirua by 2048. This includes the regeneration project, the Kenepuru 
development of 600 homes and greenfield developments in Northern Porirua 
(Plimmerton Farm of 2,000 new homes). The Council also has plans for intensification 
across the city. There will also be improved transport links, with the Transmission Gully 
on/off ramp to the east.  

Schools in the eastern Porirua area generally have stable rolls and enrolment patterns, 
surplus capacity, and most are in fair condition. Many of the primary schools in the area 
are small. 

In eastern Porirua, about 60% of the population identifies as Pacific descent, with around 
20% Māori, 20% Pākehā and a relatively small number of people of Asian, Middle 
Eastern and African descent.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Relationships with external agencies 

 In November 2018, a $1.5b investment to regenerate Porirua East was 
announced. The regeneration project is a partnership between central 
government, Ngāti Toa and Porirua City Council.  

 The regeneration provides the community with an opportunity to think and 
give feedback about future education needs, and creation of jobs within the 
local economy.  

 We are working with Kāinga Ora as they progress this project.  
 

 

Parental choice  

 Historically, this catchment has a tradition of the majority of secondary 
students choosing to access education in other catchments, such as 
Wellington Central. The roll of Porirua College has been increasing since 
2016, largely due to the school retaining more of its local students. 

 Two of the 13 schools in this catchment operate enrolment schemes 
(Corinna School and Porirua College). 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 There is one state-integrated (Catholic) primary School in this catchment – 
Holy Family School.  

 There is no pathway through to Catholic secondary education within this 
catchment, but Bishop Viard in Kenepuru does service this catchment. 

 

  Māori learners/ākonga  

 Around 43% of students enrolled in schools within this catchment identify as 
Māori.  

 This catchment has one kura, Te Kura Māori O Porirua (Year 1-13) and is 
operating at 80% utilisation. Through our initial engagement with the 
community during 2019, language, identity and culture emerged as strong 
themes. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 The schools and early childhood education centres are part of a Kāhui Ako. 
It is a thriving Kāhui Ako, one of the first to be established and the first to apply 
for dual leadership. This Kāhui Ako  takes a strong whānau based approach to 
student engagement and achievement priorities. 

 

Pacific languages 

 Almost 48% of students enrolled in schools within this catchment identify as 
Pacific. The opportunity for cohesive language pathways has been identified 
as a key theme from recent community engagement in this catchment. This 
would provide students of various cultural backgrounds to transition 
effectively through their educational journeys ensuring that culture and 
language are provided for. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We have provided some replacement buildings at Glenview School and 
Cannons Creek School.  

 Additional funding has been provided to other schools in this catchment to 
address infrastructure issues 

 In 2019, we started an engagement process with the community to gather 
ideas about what is required and wanted for future schooling in Porirua East 
to ensure that future schooling in the area will meet this community’s needs 
and aspirations. 

 We have recently completed an assessment of Ministry-owned land in 
Porirua East. This work will inform the next stage of our planning for long-
term education provision in Porirua East. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years.  

 

 We are delivering a learning support satellite unit of Mahinawa Specialist 
School at Porirua College.  

 

 

 
  

Porirua East: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Porirua East catchment:

 Investing in school property 

 We will continue to invest in quality learning environments at schools across 
the catchment even as we move through the regeneration project. 

 

Wider network review  

 We will continue to engage with schools and the community as we work on 
the long-term plan for education provision in Porirua East. 

 

 

  

Porirua East: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Porirua East Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 3,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 13 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 11 1 1 0 13 

Total funded roll 1,813 282 583 0 2,678 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 277 0 0 277 

ORS-funded roll 39 1 6 0 46 

Māori roll 703 282 193 0 1,178 

Pacific roll 919 0 352 0 1,271 
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Catchment description  

Porirua City is bisected by State Highway 1, north of Wellington. The Porirua West 
catchment stretches from Kenepuru in the south, to Tītahi Bay in the north and is 
bounded by Porirua Harbour and SH 1 to the west.  

Population growth has increased across this catchment between 2013 and 2018, with 
Census 2018 data showing growth of 6% compared with an increase of 3% between 
2006 and 2013. Across greater Porirua City, population growth increased by 9% 
between 2013 and 2018. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profiles 

 The majority of schools’ rolls in this catchment have remained relatively 
stable over the past ten years with the exception of Mana College. Mana 
College is the only state secondary school in this catchment and its roll has 
grown from 382 in 2018 to 485 in 2021. This is largely due to more local 
students choosing to remain within this catchment for secondary education, 
rather than population growth in the catchment. 

 Kenepuru Landing is a new residential development underway consisting of 
approximately 600 homes at the Kenepuru Hospital site. This development 
is projected to be completed by 2026 and could result in more than 300 
additional school-age children within this catchment.  

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones  

 Two schools within this catchment have enrolment schemes in place, being 
Tītahi Bay School and Mana College. 

 

 State integrated schooling options  

 This catchment has three state-integrated schools, being St Pius X School 
(Y1-6), Wellington Seventh Day Adventist (Y1-8) and Bishop Viard College 
(Y7-13) which attracts students from across Porirua. 

 

 Transitional partnerships 

 Significant investment in Porirua generally will provide many opportunities 
for Porirua West students as they transition from education to employment. 
Ngāti Toa housing developments and Harbour regeneration along with the 
Porirua East Regeneration will benefit the students within this catchment 
through work placement and other potential engagement with the projects, 
including a potential jobs and skills hub to service all of Porirua.  

 Mana College has a well established  on-site construction programme 
involving year 11-13 students to build houses with Ngāti Toa iwi based 
support. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 More than 49% of students enrolled in schools within this catchment identify 
as Māori.  

 There is one Kōhanga Reo in the Porirua West catchment with 28 ākonga 
enrolled as at July 2020. 

 Māori medium education is available through Tītahi Bay North School (with 
51 ākonga currently enrolled in Level 1 learning), and Mana College (with 23 
ākonga enrolled in Level 2 and 14 ākonga in Level 3). 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 The Porirua West Kāhui Ako is known as Te Puna Mātauranga.  
 

Investing in school property 

 The existing building stock at the primary and intermediate schools in this 
catchment is in an ageing condition and additional funding will be required to 
address infrastructure issues such as roofing, drainage, heating and 
asbestos removal. A number of schools in this catchment are also prone to 
flooding, and we have been working with Wellington Water to address this. 

 

Learning support 

 The base site of Mahinawa Specialist School and Resource Centre is 
located within this catchment. The school also has existing primary satellites 
in the Porirua West catchment at Porirua School, Ngāti Toa School and 
Tītahi Bay Intermediate.  

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 12 early childhood services in this catchment. These services 
range from Playcentre to privately owned and community-based learning. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years.  

 

 We are working closely with schools in this catchment to upgrade existing 
property stock, including a redevelopment of Mana College which is 
underway. 

 Funding was recently allocated to Mahinawa Specialist School for additional 
specialist satellite teaching spaces. We are currently in the planning stage of 
delivering these satellite units across the Wellington region. 

 

 
 

Porirua West: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Porirua West catchment:

 Wider network review 

 We will investigate future Year 7-8 technology provision in the Porirua 
catchments to determine how best to provide for this, including assessing 
the need for a dedicated technology hub. 

 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will work with schools to implement new enrolment schemes as required.  
 

 

  

 

  

Porirua West: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Porirua West Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 2,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 10 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 7 0 2 1 10 

Total funded roll 1,134 0 747 103 1,984 

MME Level 1 & 2 49 0 0 0 49 

ORS-funded roll 10 0 30 102 142 

Māori roll 574 0 364 39 977 

Pacific roll 225 0 247 23 495 
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Catchment description  

The Wellington East catchment covers the suburbs in the east of Wellington City, 
including Hataitai, Kilbirnie, Lyall Bay, and the Miramar peninsula. The catchment 
consists of 14 primary schools, one intermediate and four secondary schools.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Changing population profile 

 Wellington City Council’s latest population projections forecast minor 
population decline for this catchment. The rolls at most schools in this 
catchment are relatively steady.  

 There are a number of developments in initial planning stages that have the 
potential to impact on local school rolls if they were to proceed, including 
development of the old prison site on the Miramar Peninsula which could be 
turned into 300 new homes, and development at Shelley Bay. We are 
closely monitoring the progress of both projects and continue to liaise with 
Council on future growth plans.  

 There has been some regeneration of Kāinga Ora houses. This resulted in 
12 new homes. It is likely that more of this type of regeneration will occur in 
the older Kāinga Ora building stock in the catchment.  

 

 Parental choice  

 Historically, this catchment has been characterised by student movement 
between schools, meaning many students attend schools that are not their 
local school. Kahurangi School has seen its roll increase over recent years 
as more students from within its enrolment scheme boundary are choosing 
to enrol.  

 

 Network management  

 All of the state schools in this catchment have enrolment schemes in place, 
except for Miramar Central School and Rongotai College. Rongotai College 
has a growing roll and is approaching capacity.  

 

 Network structure  

 There is primary and single sex secondary provision in this catchment. 
Families seeking co-educational secondary schooling are in zone for 
Wellington High School in the neighbouring catchment. 

  There are 6 state integrated schools (five Catholic and one Christian school) 
in this catchment. Four are Y1-8 primary schools, and two are Y9-15 
secondary schools (both of Catholic special character).  

 

Investment in school property 

 There are weathertightness issues across the catchment which are being 
addressed through ten year property plans.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, 15% of ākonga enrolled in Wellington East schools identify as 
Māori.  

 Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Ngā Mokopuna in Seatoun is the only Y1-13 
Māori medium provision in Wellington City, as well as the only secondary 
provision in the city. It has a July 2021 roll of 89 ākonga. 

 There is one kōhanga reo in this catchment. 
 

 Kāhui Ako 

 The Kāhui Ako is working together well with strong leadership. 
 

Early childhood education 

 There are 24 early learning providers in this catchment, with 15 being part of 
the Kāhui Ako. 

 

Learning support 

 Evans Bay Intermediate hosts a satellite class for Kimi Ora School, located 
in Naenae. Lyall Bay School is experiencing an increasing number of 
students needing additional support. The progression of ORS funded 
students in this catchment is becoming a concern due to the high numbers 
of high and complex needs. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with Wellington East Girls’ College on a significant 
redevelopment of the school.  

 Redevelopment options are currently being considered for Te Kura Kaupapa 
Māori o Ngā Mokopuna, incorporating additional teaching space to 
accommodate a growing roll. 

 Weathertightness and modernisation projects across other schools in the 
catchment are being carried out as part of schools’ 10 year property plans. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 

 

 

 

Wellington East: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Wellington East catchment:

Wider network review 

 We will continue to monitor localised growth at some schools and we will 
work with schools to best determine how this growth should be 
accommodated across the wider catchment. 

 We plan to work with schools across Wellington City to plan for how best to 
deliver future technology provision. 

 

 

  

Wellington East: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Wellington East Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 6,200 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 21 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 15 2 4 0 21 

Total funded roll 3,261 979 2,670 0 6,910 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 87 0 0 87 

ORS-funded roll 30 2 31 0 63 

Māori roll 450 145 467 0 1,062 

Pacific roll 271 42 429 0 742 
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Catchment description  

The Wellington West catchment covers the suburbs of Karori, Wadestown, Kelburn, 
Makara, Northland, Otari, Crofton Downs, Ngaio and Khandallah. These are well 
established areas of Wellington and there is little opportunity for significant greenfield 
growth in this catchment. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Changing population profile 

 Wellington City Council’s latest population projections show minor population 
decline for the west of the city. We have a number of both large and smaller 
schools in this catchment with some on challenging sites. The development 
of a retirement village on the former Karori Teachers College site could 
result in some turnover in the demographic profile of this catchment as 
homes of the retirees are bought by younger families. Wellington City Countil 
has indicated in its Spatial Plan that Karori would be a key growth area, but 
underlying infrastructure issues would need to be remediated prior. 

 

  Network management  

 All of the state schools in this catchment have enrolment schemes. The 
schemes are well placed with no significant overlaps. 

 

Network structure  

 There is no state secondary provision in this catchment, and students 
predominantly enrol at Wellington Girls’ College, Wellington College and 
Wellington High School in the adjacent Wellington Central catchment. 

 There are two state integrated schools in this catchment, both full primary 
(Y1-8). Cardinal McKeefry School in Wilton and St Teresa’s School in Karori 
both have the same Proprietor, and both have significant available capacity 
due to their small rolls. 

 

 Investment in school property 

 This catchment has some of our more challenging school sites due to site 
constraints and limitations on access.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 In 2021, about 8% of ākonga enrolled in Wellington West schools identify as 
Māori.  

 Otari School is a dual medium school and had 71 ākonga enrolled in Level 1 
immersion at July 2021. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 This catchment has two high functioning Kāhui Ako. One includes Karori, 
Northland, Thorndon, Wadestown, Makara, Brooklyn with dual leadership. 
The second includes Crofton Downs, Ngaio, Khandallah and Johnsonville 
with tri-leadership. 

 

Leadership and governance 

 There is a pattern of experienced, capable and supportive leadership across 
the catchment. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are 21 early learning services in this catchment. 
 

Learning support 

 There is no dedicated learning support provision in this catchment. These 
students are accommodated in mainstream schools. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are currently working to understand the demand for Māori medium 
education in this catchment and whether the current provision is sufficient.  

 

 We have just completed construction of the roll growth teaching spaces at 
Karori West Normal School.  

 There is also planning underway to address weather-tightness 
failure/condition at Karori Normal School. 

 A replacement building at Northland School has recently been completed 
and roll growth teaching spaces are under construction at Crofton Downs. 

 

 We are working with iwi and local and central government agencies to 
develop the Wellington Regional Growth Framework. The Framework is 
looking at challenges and opportunities to accommodate population growth 
in the overall Wellington region over the next 30 years. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Wellington West catchment:

 Technology provision 

 We plan to work with schools across Wellington City to plan for how best to 
deliver future technology provision. 

 

Wider network review 

 We will continue to work with the schools in this catchment to plan for 
potential growth in localised areas and impact on the wider catchment.  

 

 

Wellington West: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Wellington West Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 4,500 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 15 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 14 1 0 0 15 

Total funded roll 4,165 451 0 0 4,616 

MME Level 1 & 2 71 0 0 0 71 

ORS-funded roll 27 1 0 0 28 

Māori roll 354 11 0 0 365 

Pacific roll 118 9 0 0 127 

 

 


