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Catchment description 

The Te Awamutu catchment is located south of Hamilton and comprises the township of 
Te Awamutu, the smaller settlements of Ohaupō, Kihikihi and Pirongia and the 
surrounding rural areas. The local iwi are Ngāti Maniapoto, Ngāti Raukawa and Waikato 
Tainui. The Te Awamutu catchment lies within the Waipa District.  

Across the entire Waipa District, Census 2018 data shows population growth of 14.1% 
since 2013. This is an additional 6,573 residents, bringing the total district-wide 
population to just over 53,200. 

Within the Te Awamutu catchment, the population grew by 13.9% with an additional 
2,700 people, taking the total number of people living in the Te Awamutu catchment to 
just over 22,200. Between 2013 and 2018, the number of children under 15 years living 
in the Te Awamutu catchment increased by 11% (an additional 471 children). 

Agriculture, in particular sheep and beef farming, are key industries in the Te Awamutu 
catchment. Horticulture, construction and services industries are also important to the 
local economy. Te Awamutu is a main thoroughfare for commuters within the region and 
lies close to the banks of the Waipa River. Te Awamutu is a service town for the farming 
communities with a large dairy factory and supplementary farming services. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

 Changing population profile  

 In the Te Awamutu catchment, the proportion of young people under the age 
of 15 years is consistent with the national average at 20%, although a slight 
decrease from 21% in 2013. Current population projections forecast steady 
school age population growth to 2030 followed by a stable long-term school 
age population to 2043. 

 Changes in population growth and structure can significantly influence the 
education system. Not only do changing birth rates and migration affect 
population demographics, so too do economic and labour force conditions. 
The impact of these changes varies across location and over time, therefore 
we will continue to monitor local school rolls and population change in the 
catchment to inform investment decisions.  

 

Enrolment schemes 

 Nine schools in the catchment have enrolment schemes in place. These are 
Ngahinapouri School, Ōhaupō School, Pekapekarau School, Pirongia 
School, Puahue School, Paterangi School, Pokuru School, Te Awamutu 
Primary School and Te Awamutu Intermediate. Enrolment schemes provide 
a tool for managing the roll at these schools and supporting the network of 
schools in the Te Awamutu catchment.  

 

Transitional partnerships 

 Te Awamutu College has an established careers programme that is 
integrated through the senior curriculum. They have a strong gateway 
programme that connects with many local employers.  

 

 Recent roll growth funding 

 As a result of steady growth in the school-age population, there has been 
significant roll growth funding investment allocated to schools in the Te 
Awamutu catchment in recent years.  

 Private residential development underway in Kihikihi and Ōhaupō are 
anticipated to attract families to these areas.  

 

Leadership and governance 

 School leadership and governance is reasonably stable across this 
catchment with some long-standing teachers and school leaders in place at 
several schools in the area. However, given the remote location of some of 
the rural schools, the recruitment and retention of leadership and teaching 
staff can be challenging for the board and school leaders, particularly for 
Māori medium/reo rumaki kaiako.  

 

Māori learners/ākonga 

 Census 2018 data shows that 29% of tamariki aged between 0 – 14 years 
identify as Māori. There are clear pathways established for tauira engaged  
in immersion learning from kōhanga reo to Year 13, as well as pathways 
through a mixed medium setting, with a strong emphasis on te reo and 
tikanga Māori. 

 In 2021, there were 147 ākonga engaged in immersion learning at Kihikihi 
School and Te Wharekura o Ngā Purapura o Te Aroha. Ākonga engaged in 
immersion learning at Kihikihi School have the option to transition to Te 
Wharekura o Ngā Purapura o Te Aroha for their secondary school learning 
at Year 9.  

 

 Learning Support 

 The Te Awamutu catchment was recently allocated nine Learning Support 
Co-ordinators. These roles have been created to support the additional 
learning and behaviour needs of children in the Te Awamutu catchment.  

 While the Te Awamutu catchment of schools has not formed a Kāhui Ako, as 
a group they have established relationships. There is strong collaboration 
and sharing of information and resources which has resulted in positive 
outcomes for students. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Two schools in the Te Awamutu catchment have recently implemented 
enrolment schemes (Paterangi School and Pokuru School). We are also 
working with several other schools in the catchment to implement enrolment 
schemes. 

 

 In recognition of the growth in the school aged population, four schools have 
been allocated funding for additional teaching spaces from the 2019 Budget. 
Te Awamutu Intermediate had four new classrooms allocated and 
Ngahinapouri School, Ōhaupō School and Te Wharekura o Ngā Purapura o 
Te Aroha each had two additional teaching spaces funded. We are working 
with these schools to deliver these teaching spaces. 

 

 Te Wharekura o Ngā Purapura of Te Aroha are joining the Secondary 
School Employer Partnerships programme run by Smart Waikato. 

 

 The RTLB service and Ministry of Education Learning Support teams 
continue to provide support to students with additional learning and 
behaviour needs. 
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 Potential response to shaping a stronger education system across the Te Awamutu catchment:

Relationships with external agencies 

 We will continue to develop relationships with iwi, councils, tertiary sector, 
employers, early childhood education providers and other government 
agencies to align our work in the Te Awamutu catchment.  

 

Enrolment schemes 

 Monitoring of enrolment patterns at schools has led to early discussions 
about initiating the development of enrolment schemes. We will continue to 
monitor the roll of all schools to determine if enrolment schemes are needed 
in order to make best use of the schooling network. 

 

Investment in school property 

 Enrolment schemes will help to manage school capacity in the short term, 
but due to property developments and population growth we expect that 
additional teaching spaces will be required at several schools in the Te 
Awamutu catchment before 2030. We will continue to monitor school rolls in 
order to determine when and where the teaching spaces are required. 

 

Educational support mechanisms 

 We will continue to assist schools to strengthen governance, leadership  
and teaching capability, to improve engagement and student outcomes. 

 

 

Te Awamutu: Steady Growing 
Education Network Plan 

The Te Awamutu Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 5,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 19 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 17 1 1 0 19 

Total funded roll 3,302 107 1,273 0 4,682 

MME Level 1 & 2 48 99 0 0 147 

ORS-funded roll 17 2 5 0 24 

Māori roll 929 101 320 0 1,350 

Pacific roll 34 2 19 0 55 

 

 


