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Catchment description  

The Whanganui catchment is located around the lower Whanganui River including 
Whanganui city and surrounding rural settlements. 

Whanganui’s economy is quite diverse with manufacturing the largest sector with 11.9% 
of gross domestic product (GDP). Whanganui’s largest contributors to economic growth 
include health care and social assistance, agriculture and agribusinesses and the retail 
trade.  

Between 2013 and 2018, the total population of the catchment increased by 7.9%, to 
45,750 residents. The school-age population has been relatively stable for the last three 
years following a period of increasing rolls. The Māori student population has also 
remained stable over this time. 

The city of Whanganui provides a diverse hub for education, drawing students from a 
wide rural catchment. There are forty five schools comprising of eleven contributing 
schools, two intermediates, fifteen full primary, four state integrated full primary (3 
Catholic), two state co-ed secondary schools, one state girls’ secondary school, two co-
ed state integrated secondary schools (1 Catholic and 1 Anglican), one Year 1-8 kura 
kaupapa Māori, one kura kaupapa Māori wharekura, one Year 1-8 kura-a-iwi, one Y1-
13+ kura-a-iwi wharekura, two private Year 1-8 schools, one private Year 9-13+ 
secondary school and one special school (Arahunga School). 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

Secondary transitions  

 There are seven schools offering secondary school education in the 
catchment area. All schools offer curriculum that focuses on education and 
training that prepares students for post schooling. Individual schools have 
developed their own systems and processes for developing curriculum and 
advising on pathways options for their students. 

 Students also have the opportunity to attend secondary tertiary programmes, 
the main provider being the Universal College of Learning Limited (UCOL 
Limited). 

 

Māori medium  

 There are more than 3,000 students in this catchment that identify as Māori. 
There are a number of Māori medium pathways available to Year 8 and two 
wharekura options to Year 13+. Māori medium education is available in state 
full primary schools at Te Wainui-a-Rua, in the middle reaches of the 
Whanganui river, at Castlecliff School in Whanganui city, and at Whanganui 
Intermediate School. Two Kura-a-iwi, (including Mōrehu and an urban 
wharekura) and two kura kaupapa Māori (one of which is a wharekura) also 
provide Māori medium education.  

 The state and state integrated secondary schools all offer Te Reo as subject 
areas. Many schools in Whanganui have strong relationships with local iwi 
and a range of programmes in place to strengthen language, identity and 
culture in their schools for Māori students. 

 

Kāhui Ako  

 Thirty two schools and 27 early learning centres have collaborated to 
establish three Takitini Hauora Kāhui Ako. Whanganui Iwi has partnered with 
Takitini very closely to develop a strong action plan with a focus on the 
transition of students through the schooling sector. Five schools and a 
number of early learning centres have not yet joined the Kāhui Ako. The 
progress made in Whanganui is significant as schools have moved through 
their journey from not wishing to be members of a Kāhui Ako to a point 
where they now believe collaboration is in the best interest of their students. 

 Five kura in the region have joined the Kura Kāhui Ako with a kura in 
Ohakune and a kura in Palmerston North. This Kāhui Ako also has a major 
focus on the transition of their students from kōhanga reo to beyond 
secondary. There have been many leadership changes across this group of 
kura, which has at times affected their progress. Digital Fluency across the 
kura is seen as a high priority as it is believed that this will contribute 
significantly to raising the achievement levels of their tamariki. 

 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 The majority of primary schools on the outer borders of Whanganui city have 
enrolment schemes in place. There are no enrolment schemes in the 
secondary community.  

 

Learning Support 

 Children with learning, communication and behaviour needs are well 
supported through the one referral pathway which provides access to 
support from Resource Teachers of Learning and Behaviour (RTLB) and 
learning support practitioners. This support is provided through an inclusive 
tiered response of individual targeted and universal support. Learning 
support practitioners work alongside the school teams to provide inclusive 
support to meet the needs of children identified on the Ongoing Resourcing 
Scheme (ORS). 

 Arahunga School is a specialist school based in Whanganui and has satellite 
units in a number of schools across the primary, intermediate and secondary 
pathway within this catchment. Arahunga School has a team of specialists 
providing professional support and guidance to their enrolled students and 
families. They also have a significant outreach service which extends 
beyond the Whanganui catchment.  

 
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 There is a move to develop vocational pathways and training across the 
catchment, to retain and attract a skilled workforce. We are maintaining close 
relationships with Iwi, council, tertiary sector, employers, early childhood 
education providers and other government agencies to align our work. 

 

 The three Takitini Kāhui Ako have a clear action plan for their schools that 
includes teachers, students, whānau and the wider community. Wellbeing is 
of the highest priority as the student’s transition through the sector from 
Early Childhood Education to primary and secondary education and beyond. 
Their plan is focused on the attendance and engagement of students as well 
as lifting the success levels of Māori. 

 Kura Kāhui Ako will focus on the best use of Professional Development and 
Learning to raise the achievement levels of their students. Kura Kāhui Ako is 
in the early stages of developing their Achievement Challenge and actions 
plans. 

 

 Schools in the catchment have received $4.4 million as part of the School 
Investment Package as one-off funding, to help bring forward property 
projects already planned. Schools are also able to use this funding for 
discretionary property projects. 

 

 We are working with Takitini Hauora and Te Hononga Kāhui Kura to 
progress the Learning Support Delivery Model. A community initiative 
involving multiple agencies, schools and early learning services, WIN1000 
initiative has a close alignment with the Takitini Hauora achievement 
challenges. This has provided opportunities for WIN1000 and both Kāhui 
Ako to collaborate and progress a community response to meeting the 
needs of children and young people in the Whanganui catchment. 

 

 There is an ongoing review of school transport provision to provide more 
efficient and targeted services to enable children to access their closest 
school. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Whanganui catchment:

Secondary tertiary pathways 

 Designing fit for purpose secondary - tertiary pathways for the catchment will 
involve collaboration with vested interest partners. These partners include 
Whanganui & Partners, 100% SWEET, the Universal College of Learning 
Limited (UCOL Limited), government agencies such as the Ministry of Social 
Development’s Employment Broker for Schools initiative and employers. 
Regional employment needs and initiatives are identified in the Accelerate 
25 Regional Plan. 

 

 Māori medium  

 Hui with whānau, kōhanga reo, and kura are planned to inform the Māori 
medium plan that is being prepared for the Whanganui rohe. Opportunities 
for further development and choice for bilingual and immersion pathways for 
learning through Māori medium will be considered through this process. 

 
 

Learning support 

 Learners/ākonga with high learning support needs are generally provided for 
through an inclusive approach across this catchment. There are 
opportunities to strengthen this further through the community initiatives that 
are in place and the Kāhui Ako structure.  

 There is a specialist school situated in this catchment. 
 

 Investment in school property  

 Plans are in place to re locate the Arahunga School base to the Rutherford 
Junior High School site, and to relocate and modernise the Whanganui City 
College technology block to the main school campus. 

 

 

Whanganui and Districts: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Whanganui and Districts Catchment Plan will meet the needs of the students of 
Whanganui over the next decade to 2030. The catchment will cater for approximately 
8,000 learners/ākonga each year. There are 45 schools/kura in the catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 36 2 6 1 45 

Total roll 5,039 285 2,756 45 8,125 

MME Level 1 & 2 354 284 0 0 638 

ORS-funded roll 69 2 22 41 134 

Māori roll 1,957 283 1,004 20 3,264 

Pacific roll 161 1 82 1 245 

 

 


