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Catchment description  

The Stratford catchment is located south of Inglewood and east of Mount Taranaki. The 
catchment encompasses the township of Stratford and the smaller communities of 
Eltham, Midhirst and Kaponga. It straddles both the Stratford and South Taranaki 
Districts. 

The Taranaki region is a rural-based economy that relies heavily on the agriculture 
industry. Stratford’s largest employers are in the agriculture sector and associated 
servicing industries. Alongside agriculture, the region’s other main economic driver is oil 
and gas production.  

The wider Taranaki region experienced growth in Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
0.7% in 2018, compared to a national growth rate of 3.2%.  

The total population of the Stratford catchment increased by 5% between 2013 and 
2018, from 9,072 residents to 9,540 residents. Statistics NZ population projections show 
relatively stable population growth in the short and medium term. There has been an 
increasing number of school-aged children in the past two years (an increase of 112 
students or 5%), as well as growth in the number of children that identify as Māori.  

The majority of schools in this catchment are primary schools, as well as one state co-ed 
secondary school (Stratford High School), a teen parent unit, one state integrated 
secondary school (Taranaki Diocesan School for Girls) and one kura kaupapa Māori (Te 
Kura o Ngā Ruahine Rangi). 

Up to 25% of Year 8 students transition to 4 of the 5 secondary schools in New 
Plymouth, 35km away, to attend large Catholic or single sex schools. Many of the rural 
students choose to attend the boarding options in each of these 4 secondary schools. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Secondary-tertiary pathways  

 There is a move to develop vocational pathways and training across the 
catchment, to retain and attract a skilled workforce. We are maintaining 
close relationships with Iwi, council, tertiary sector, employers, early 
childhood education providers and other government agencies to align our 
work.  

 

Māori medium 

 July 2021 roll data shows there are 633 students in this catchment that 
identify as Māori (27% of the total student population). There is one Māori 
medium language kura that provides education for Years 1-10, situated 6km 
west of Eltham and affiliated to the local iwi, Ngāruahine. There is a full 
wharekura in the adjacent Hāwera catchment (30km to the south) for Y1-
Y13+ ākonga, affiliated to Ngāti Ruanui.  

 Te Reo is offered by both secondary schools in this catchment either face-
to-face or through a Virtual Learning Network (VLN). Both secondary 
schools have strong Kapa Haka groups as do many of the primary schools. 
Te Reo is also evident in the primary schools but not at an instructional level 
(Māori medium Level 1 or 2). 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 Te Kāhui Ako Taranaki Mohoao is made up of 15 schools and 8 early 
learning centres across the wider Stratford District. Their collaboration over 
the past 3 years has been driven by strong professional learning and 
development programmes. Consideration of the sole charge schools in this 
Kāhui Ako is always a high priority.  

 One school is a member of the South Taranaki Hāwera Kāhui Ako and the 
kura is a member of the Taranaki Kura cluster.  

 

Secondary transitions 

 Up to 25% of Year 8 students transition to 4 of the 5 secondary schools in 
New Plymouth, 35km away, to attend large Catholic or single sex schools. 
Many of the rural students choose to attend the boarding options in these 
secondary schools. 

.  

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Both secondary schools have adapted curriculum and school systems to 
focus on offering education and training which prepares students for post 
schooling.  

 Stratford High School has invested in promoting vocational careers by 
creating a careers hub with dedicated staff to help students develop 
individual pathway programmes. Taranaki Diocesan has a flexible curriculum 
which allows students the freedom to explore education and training of their 
choice.  

 Students from both schools have the opportunity to attend secondary/tertiary 
programmes, the main provider being the Western Institute of Technology in 
Taranaki Limited. 

 

 The Kāhui Ako has a major focus on strengthening their culturally 
responsive practice across all schools. This will lead to a well-developed 
localised curriculum. Transition through the network of schools is always a 
high priority to ensure the wellbeing of children is at the forefront. 

 

 Three enrolment schemes have been implemented in recent years. There 
are currently four enrolment schemes in the area surrounding and including 
Stratford township. There is another in the implementation process. We will 
continue to work with these schools to manage the risk of overcrowding and 
support the best use of the schooling network.  

 

 

 Schools in this catchment are undergoing a modernisation process, with 
more Learning Support space being constructed. Stratford School is re-
building a five teaching space block. The catchment has a large and growing 
number of high needs students requiring property modifications. Pembroke 
School has received non-teaching space funding and will build a multi-
purpose area, which will include an accessible toilet.  

 Schools in the catchment have received $1.5 million as part of the Schools 
Investment Package to help accelerate property projects already planned. 

 

 Children with high learning support needs are generally provided for through 
an inclusive approach across this catchment. There are currently four 
Learning Support Coordinators allocated to the schools who are members of 
Te Kāhui Ako Taranaki Mohoao. They are developing a collaborative 
approach to Learning Support across the schools to improve the service 
offered to children with additional learning needs. 

 There is a Learning Support Unit at Stratford High School for students with 
very high learning support requirements. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Stratford catchment:

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 Designing a fit-for-purpose secondary tertiary pathway for the catchment 
will involve collaboration with vested interest partners. These include 
Taranaki Futures, the Western Institute of Technology Limited and 
employers. Regional employment needs and initiatives are identified in the 
Taranaki 2050 and Tapuae Roa reports. 

 

Māori medium 

 Hui with whānau, kōhanga reo, and kura are planned to inform the Māori 
medium plan that is being prepared for the Taranaki rohe. Opportunities for 
development and choice for bilingual and immersion pathways for learning 
through Māori medium will be considered through this process. 

 

Learning Support  

 Learners/ākonga with high learning support needs are generally provided 
for through an inclusive approach across this catchment, however there is 
an opportunity to strengthen learning support through the new roles of the 
Learning Support Co-ordinators within the Kāhui Ako structure. They are 
developing a collaborative approach to learning support across schools to 
enhance the service offered to children with additional learning needs.  

 

Stratford: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Stratford Catchment Plan will meet the needs of the students of Stratford over the 
next decade to 2030. The catchment will cater for approximately 2,400 learners/ākonga 
each year. There are 18 schools/kura in the catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 15 1 2 0 18 

Total roll 1,685 45 585 0 2,315 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 45 0 0 45 

ORS-funded roll 32 0 18 0 50 

Māori roll 434 45 154 0 633 

Pacific roll 25 0 9 0 34 

 


