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Catchment description  

The Rangitikei catchment lies within the Rangitikei district and follows the Rangitikei 
River, including the towns of Taihape in the north, Mangaweka, Hunterville, Marton and 
Bulls to the south. The population of the entire district increased by 591 (3.95%) between 
2013 (14,373), and 2018 (14,964). 

The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the entire Rangitikei District increased 1.6% in 
2018, with agriculture and agribusiness (including sheep, beef cattle, dairy and grain 
farming) being the primary contributors. Tourism and food production are the highest 
growth areas. The district experienced a 2.1% growth in employment in 2018. 

The school age population of the district decreased in the years between 2013 (2,679) 
and 2018 (2,619), a difference of 60 students. This was preceded by a 23% decrease 
from the previous 2006 census. Statistics NZ population projections indicate that school 
age population is expected to remain relatively stable with longer-term decline. In the 
short-term, the relocation of No 5 Squadron RNZAF to nearby Ōhakea is expected to 
increase the student population from 2022. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Vocational pathways  

 There is a move to develop vocational pathways and training across the 
catchment, to retain and attract a skilled workforce. The main employment 
focus in the catchment is in the agriculture and forestry industries. Rangitikei 
is the heart of the Horizons Regional Afforestation Initiative, with a forestry 
aim to establish and plant 27,000 hectares in the Horizons Region, creating 
up to 300 new jobs. 

 Rangitikei College and Taihape Area School offer agricultural pathways and 
have strong relationships with UCOL Manawatū. Nga Tawa Diocesan 
School for Girls is the other secondary school with a strong focus on 
Agriculture studies, Outdoor Education, and has an Equestrian Academy.  

 

Māori medium 

 Census 2018 data indicates a stable Māori student population in the 
Rangitikei catchment, with 730 Māori students in 2021. The recent Taihape 
Treaty of Waitangi inquiry heard the request from local iwi for improved te 
reo (including local dialect) instruction and localised curriculum in the 
Taihape schools.  

 There is a strong focus on localised curriculum in the South Rangitikei 
schools who work closely with their local Iwi, Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa. 

 Marton Junction School provides Māori medium language Level 1 provision 
and Moawhango School offers Māori medium language Level 2. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are two Kāhui Ako across the Rangitikei catchment area: South 
Rangitikei and Taihape. 

 The Taihape Kāhui Ako remains in the early stages of developing an 
achievement challenge.  

 The South Rangitikei Kāhui Ako has a membership of 10 schools and 8 
early learning centres. It does not include Nga Tawa Diocesan School (who 
is a member of the Takitini Kāhui Ako) or Huntley School which is a private 
school. The South Rangitikei Kāhui Ako has a strong culture of collaboration. 

 

School Property 

 Most schools in this catchment were established in the late 1800s/early 
1900s. School buildings across the catchment are mostly aging and require 
upgrading to meet quality learning environment standards. Schools are 
using their 5 Year Agreement and Accelerated Modernisation funding to 
upgrade the teaching environments.  

 

Primary school provision with small school rolls 

 There are a number of small rural schools in the catchment that serve 
isolated communities. Two of these schools have rolls of less than 10 
students.  

 

Changing population profile 

 The NZ Defence Force plans to relocate the No 5 Squadron RNZAF from 
Whenuapai to Ōhakea Airforce base near Bulls in the Manawatū District 
(southern edge of the Rangitikei catchment). This has the potential to impact 
on school rolls in the south of the catchment as Sanson, Bulls and Marton 
are all within a 30min radius of the base. The squadron is expecting around 
270 personnel will be redeployed to Ōhakea Base, with the potential for 24 
secondary school students, 44 primary and intermediate students and 24 
pre-schoolers. The initial redeployment will occur in the second half of 2022 
and the remainder at the start of 2023. 

 

Learning support 

 Learners/ākonga with high learning support needs are generally provided for 
through an inclusive approach across this catchment. Work will continue with 
schools, external agencies and RTLB to provide a more collaborative 
approach to meet the learners/ākonga additional needs. 

 
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We have one school with an enrolment scheme and two more in the 
consultation phase of implementation. The risk of overcrowding is specific to 
individual schools in the lower Rangitikei area. 

 

 We have contracted Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa to partner with the South 
Rangitikei Kāhui Ako to embed identity, language, and culture in the local 
curriculum, and to support whānau engagement. 

 We are working with schools and iwi in the Taihape area to strengthen 
relationships and develop collaborative localised curriculum in response to 
the recent Treaty of Waitangi inquiry.  

 

 We have begun discussions with Taihape Area School to develop improved 
property provision. 

 Schools in the catchment have received $1.6 million in total as part of the 
Schools Investment Package as one-off funding to help them accelerate 
property projects already planned. Schools are also able to use this funding 
for discretionary property projects. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Rangitikei catchment:

Secondary-tertiary opportunities 

 We will continue to work on designing a fit for purpose secondary - tertiary 
pathway with our sector partners. 

 

 Māori medium  

 Pathways for students wishing to learn in a Māori medium language setting 
are currently restricted to schools in Marton and Moawhango. We are 
working with schools and iwi throughout the catchment to develop localised 
curriculum and strengthen identity, language and culture in educational 
settings. 

 We will hui with whānau, kōhanga reo, and kura to inform the Māori medium 
network plan that is being prepared for the Rangitikei rohe. Further 
opportunities for bilingual and immersion pathways for learning through the 
Māori medium will be considered through this process. 

 

 

  

Rangitikei: Trending Down 
Education Network Plan 

The Rangitikei Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 2,200 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 20 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 17 1 2 0 20 

Total roll 1,544 283 421 0 2,248 

MME Level 1 & 2 36 0 0 0 36 

ORS-funded roll 18 2 5 0 25 

Māori roll 435 176 119 0 730 

Pacific roll 108 6 20 0 134 

 


