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Catchment description  

Located northeast of New Plymouth and Mount Taranaki, the North Taranaki catchment 
includes the town of Waitara and stretches north along the coast as far as Whareorino in 
southern Waikato.  

Increasingly, Waitara is benefiting as a satellite town of New Plymouth city, being 10 km 
from the northern suburb of Bell Block. The remainder of the catchment is predominantly 
rural, with forestry and agriculture (beef and lamb) being the main economic drivers.  

This catchment lies within the New Plymouth District, with the northernmost area within 
the Waitomo District. The New Plymouth District experienced a growth in Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of 3.5% in 2018, compared to 3.2% for New Zealand. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Vocational pathways 

 There is a move to develop vocational pathways and training across the 
catchment, to retain and attract a skilled workforce. We are maintaining 
close relationships with Iwi, council, tertiary sector, employers, early 
childhood education providers and other government agencies to align our 
work.  

 

Population 

 The total population of the catchment increased from 6,483 in the 2013 
Census, to 6,918 in the 2018 Census. School rolls indicate a slight 
increase in the number of school aged children in the past few years, from 
1,192 in 2013 to 1,202 in July 2021. The Māori student population makes 
up 63% of the student population in 2021 (756 students) and increased by 
around 30 students between 2013 and 2021. 

 

Māori medium  

 July 2021 roll data indicates a continued growth in the Māori student 
population in the north Taranaki catchment with 756 Māori students. 
Waitara East School provides Māori immersion education for 
approximately 50 tauira in Year 1-6. 

 There is currently no Māori medium provision beyond Year 6 in this 
catchment. The closest wharekura is 16km to the south in New Plymouth 
city. 

 Te Reo is offered by Waitara High School either face-to-face or through a 
Virtual Learning Network (VLN). 

 

 Kāhui Ako 

 There is no Kāhui Ako within this catchment area. Across the wider Taranaki 
network of 44 schools between Ōkato in the west and Whareorino in the 
northeast, only 6 schools are members of a Kāhui Ako (New Plymouth 
Central). Collaboration in this Kāhui Ako has been slow in developing 
however recent meetings have been held to progress the group of schools to 
a fully functioning Kāhui Ako.  

 North Taranaki schools have shown an interest in working collaboratively as 
a cluster and this collaboration is developing slowly. The schools value 
interschool collaboration through the Māori Achievement Collaborative 
(MAC) cluster. Schools are also interested in a collaborative approach to 
accessing provision for Professional Development and Learning.  

 

 Parental Choice 

 Six of the primary schools are small rural schools. Two of these schools 
have rolls of 10 or less, as at July 2021.  

 In this catchment 28% of secondary students choose to attend single sex or 
Catholic secondary schools within New Plymouth. 

 At the primary level, whānau choose to attend schools outside this 
catchment. Three rural schools to the east and south of Waitara township 
(included in the New Plymouth catchment) have enrolment schemes in place 
due to the number of students attending that live in Waitara.  

 

 School buses/transport  

 The New Plymouth District Council provides a bus service from the Waitara 
to New Plymouth city and this is used by students to access educational 
pathways in New Plymouth. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Waitara High School, the only secondary school in the catchment, has 
recently adapted its curriculum to focus on offering education and training 
which prepares students for post schooling. The curriculum includes options 
for students to achieve lower level qualifications for the workplace. A café, 
with barista facilities, is the centrepiece of the future focused vocational 
pathways. Farming is also an integral component for students in this semi-
rural area. 

 Students have the opportunity to attend secondary tertiary programmes, the 
main provider being the Western Institute of Technology in Taranaki (WITT). 

 

 Strength of governance and leadership varies across the catchment. A 
number of schools in this catchment are being supported to improve their 
leadership and governance, as well as the quality of teaching and learning, 
wellbeing and achievement of students. 

 

 We have developed an area strategy to manage the expected growth in the 
New Plymouth area, including Waitara. We are ensuring the sector is well 
informed of the expected growth and supported to implement key actions 
that will position the region to ensure the right provision is in the right place 
at the right time. Whilst the growth areas are within the New Plymouth 
catchment, Waitara may continue to experience some growth in student 
population. 

 

 Schools in the catchment have received approximately $1 million as part of 
the School Investment Package as one off funding to accelerate planned 
and discretionary property projects. 

 

 We are working with schools to create a Learning Support delivery model to 
cater more effectively for the additional needs of students. 

 

 There is an ongoing review of school transport provision to provide more 
efficient and targeted services to enable children to access their closest 
school. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the North Taranaki catchment:

 Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 Designing fit for purpose secondary-tertiary pathways for the catchment 
will involve collaboration with vested interest partners. These include: 
Taranaki Futures, the Western Institute of Technology Limited and 
employers. Regional employment needs and initiatives are identified in the 
Taranaki 2050 and Tapuae Roa Reports. We will continue to work with 
these stakeholders and the sector to develop these vocational pathways. 

 

Māori medium 

 Hui are being planned with local iwi to engage on the draft Taranaki Māori 
medium network plan to ensure the plan meets iwi aspirations and aligns 
with their education plans. Opportunities to develop bilingual and 
immersion pathways for learning through Māori medium will be considered 
through this process. 

 

 

Learning Support 

 Opportunities for collaboration and collective development will continue to 
be nurtured. 

 Learners/ākonga with high learning support needs are generally provided 
for through an inclusive approach across this catchment. Work will 
continue with schools, external agencies and RTLB to provide a more 
collaborative approach to meet the learners/ākonga additional needs. 

 

Network management 

 We will continue to work with schools across the wider area that have 
enrolment schemes in place to manage the risk of overcrowding and 
support the best use of the schooling network. 

 

North Taranaki: Trending Down 
Education Network Plan 

The North Taranaki Catchment Plan will meet the needs of the students of North 
Taranaki over the next decade to 2030. The catchment will cater for approximately 1,300 
learners/ākonga per year. There are 11 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 10 0 1 0 11 

Total roll 835 0 366 0 1,201 

MME Level 1 & 2 63 0 0 0 63 

ORS-funded roll 12 0 9 0 21 

Māori roll 518 0 238 0 756 

Pacific roll 15 0 10 0 25 

 

 


