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Catchment description 

Hāwera is a largely rural catchment in south Taranaki located midway between New 
Plymouth and Whanganui. It comprises the township of Hāwera, the settlements of Patea 
and Manaia, and the surrounding rural hinterland. Dairy, and oil and gas production and 
processing are the two key economic drivers in the South Taranaki district.  

Population growth in the South Taranaki district has been relatively stable with 3% growth 
between 2013 and 2018. Census 2018 data shows an increase in the proportion of the 
school-aged population identifying as Māori. In 2018, almost half (47%) of all children in 
Hāwera aged between 0-14 years identified as Māori. This has increased from 30% in 
2006. 

There are 16 schools within the catchment, eight of which are located in the township of 
Hāwera, including five primary schools, a wharekura, an intermediate and a high school. 
One of the primary schools provides a bilingual education option and the wharekura 
provides Māori immersion.  

 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Vocational Pathways 

 There is a move to develop vocational pathways and training across the 
catchment with a key focus on developing and retaining a skilled workforce to 
support local industry. There is currently a traditional schooling pathway and 
limited tertiary and industry training opportunities across the region. 

 

Māori medium  

 Census 2018 data indicates an increasing Māori population in the Hāwera 
catchment. Bilingual Māori medium language education is available up to 
Year 6. Kura kaupapa immersion learning is provided for all years of 
compulsory schooling through the recent change of class at Te Kura Kaupapa 
Māori o Ngāti Ruanui. Local Iwi are engaging with local government, 
employers and education providers to ensure Iwi goals and aspirations are 
realised. 

 

Leadership and Governance 

 Twelve of the sixteen schools are members of the South Taranaki – Hāwera 
Kāhui Ako. The kura is not a member, however they are part of the Taranaki 
kura cluster. These schools have collaborated together and developed 
common educational goals to work towards.  

 In recent years, there has been significant turnover in school leadership 
across the Hāwera catchment. Recruitment and retention of staff and 
accessing relief teachers can be challenging in this catchment. 

 

Investment  

 Property condition of Hāwera Intermediate and Hāwera High School, the 
rationalisation of infrastructure, and fire damage at the Intermediate are the 
key drivers for what is anticipated to be a significant investment in education 
provision in Hāwera. The redevelopment of the intermediate and high school 
provides an opportunity to ensure a 21st century, fit for purpose educational 
infrastructure is designed for Hāwera. 

 

Learning Support 

 Children with high learning support needs are generally provided for through 
an inclusive approach across this catchment. However, there are a number of 
secondary learners/ākonga with higher needs that travel significant distances 
to access learning support in New Plymouth. There is an opportunity to 
provide better learning support for secondary learners/ākonga through the 
proposed redevelopment of the high school. 

 
 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage education 
provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with Hawera Intermediate to strengthen leadership and 
governance with the appointment of a Limited Statutory Manager.  

 Considerable professional learning and development resourcing has been 
committed to deliver a Relationship Based Learning programme to enhance 
the opportunities for Māori to succeed as Māori across the Kāhui Ako. 
Further PLD is being used for the development of a localised curriculum 
and a common form of assessment for learning using the progress and 
consistency tool (PaCT). 

 

 Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Ngāti Ruanui has recently been approved as a 
wharekura, with a change in class from Year 1-8 to Year 1-13 from April 
2020. Funding for additional teaching space was recently approved to 
accommodate future roll increases at the wharekura. 

 

 A review of school transport provision has recently been completed with 
minor changes made to provide more efficient and targeted services to 
enable children to access their closest school. 

 

 Schools in the catchment have received $1.7 million as part of the Schools 
Investment Package as funding to help schools accelerate planned property 
projects. Schools are also able to use this funding for discretionary property 
projects. 

 We have begun discussions with both Hawera Intermediate and Hāwera 
High School to work on the schooling redevelopment programme.  

 

 We are maintaining close relationships with Iwi, council, tertiary sector, 
employers, early childhood education providers and other government 
agencies to align our work. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Hāwera and Districts catchment: 

Learning Support  

 Learners/ākonga with high learning support needs are generally provided for 
through an inclusive approach across this catchment, however there is an 
opportunity to strengthen support through the new roles of the Learning 
Support Co-ordinators within the Kāhui Ako structure. They are developing a 
collaborative approach to learning support across schools to children with 
additional learning needs. The redevelopment of the intermediate and high 
school provides further opportunities to enhance learning support practice. 

 

Māori medium 

 Hui with whānau, kōhanga reo, and kura are planned to inform the Māori 
medium plan that is being prepared for the Taranaki rohe. Opportunities and 
choice for bilingual and immersion pathways for learning through the Māori 
medium will be considered through this process. 

 

Education conversations 

 Engagement and kōrero with whānau and the community is essential to the 
success of the proposed investment in Hāwera schooling. These 
conversations will look at education pathways across the town, including 
demand for options to learn through Māori medium. This is the opportunity to 
look at something different for Hāwera that is responsive to the needs of 
learners.  

 

Network structure 

 Engage with the community in relation to investment in Hāwera Intermediate 
and High Schools, including consideration of the primary school network and 
the role each school can play in providing quality future-focused learning 
environments. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 To design a fit for purpose secondary-tertiary pathway with our sector 
partners. We will work towards initiating a long-term conversation with the two 
Kāhui Ako around what education delivery might look like in Hāwera district in 
the future, with the aim of developing a co-constructed secondary/tertiary 
pathway plan for the catchment. As part of this conversation, we will engage 
with the community to consider options for trades and vocational training at 
Hāwera High School. 

 

Hāwera and Districts: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Hāwera Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 2,800 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 16 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 13 2 1 0 16 

Total roll 1,837 278 712 0 2,827 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 92 0 0 92 

ORS-funded roll 20 6 8 0 34 

Māori roll 774 234 250 0 1,258 

Pacific roll 23 4 11 0 38 

 

 


