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Catchment description  

The Whangārei Rural catchment surrounds the north, east and west of the urban 
Whangārei area. It includes the inland rural area to the west, as well as east coast 
settlements along the Tutukaka coast. The catchment is predominantly characterised by 
small schools servicing small communities in rural areas.  

There are two Kāhui Ako operating in this catchment. 

Agriculture and forestry are the key industries in this catchment. As with the majority of 
the Northland region, there are complex social challenges in this catchment. Access to 
social services can be a considerable barrier due to the isolated and remote geographic 
nature of some of the schools, as well as an insufficient population base to sustain 
adequate provision. However, proximity to Whangārei means access to support services 
in this catchment is less challenging than in other catchments in the Mid and Far North. 
 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Changing population profile  

  This catchment can be divided geographically into rural and coastal areas. 
Similar to large parts of the country, there is an increasing proportion of the 
population moving from rural areas to urban areas which results in declining 
school rolls at rural schools.  

 Improved transport connections and technology allows for whānau to choose 
previously unacceptable travel options to larger schools with more diverse 
curricula. The popularity of coastal living is supporting growth in the eastern 
part of the catchment.  

 

 Māori learners/ākonga 

 There is a strong desire from whānau and the education sector for more 
choice and more access to instruction in Tikanga and te reo Māori.  

 Planning of Māori medium pathways across the wider Northland region is 
needed to understand what the demand is through all years of education, 
from kōhanga reo through to kura and wharekura.  

 In the Whangārei Rural catchment, the pathway beyond primary for tamariki 
is to TKKM o Te Rawhitiroa. 

 

 Leadership and governance  

  Nine of the ten schools in the catchment have teaching principals which 
places extra pressure on them to lead as well as teach. 

 

 Remote and isolated schools 

  Some of the schools in this catchment are geographically isolated. As a 
result, it is more difficult to attract and retain quality teachers, to attend 
professional learning and development opportunities, to manage 
maintenance of school property, and to deliver learning support and 
outreach services.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Three additional teaching spaces have recently been delivered at Hikurangi 
School to accommodate a growing roll.  

 Four additional teaching spaces at Ngunguru School have also recently 
been provided.  
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the catchment:

 Educational support mechanisms 

 Assist the Kāhui Ako to provide collegial support in relation to professional 
learning and development of staff across the catchment. 

 We will continue to assist schools to strengthen governance, leadership and 
teaching capability, to improve engagement and student outcomes. 

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We are beginning work on a regional plan for Māori medium education 
provision in Tai Tokerau. There is an opportunity to explore options for future 
provision of Māori medium and dual medium education at both primary and 
secondary levels.  This plan will assist with identifying the demand for 
qualified kaiako in Tai Tokerau, the lack of which is a key challenge in 
delivering Māori medium education. 

 Engagement with iwi, hapū, communities, whānau and the education sector 
will inform the demand and opportunities for expanding provision of Māori 
medium pathways, such as through planned investment in schools.  

 

 

 

The Whangārei Rural Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 1,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 10 schools/kura in this catchment.  

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 9 1 0 0 10 

Total funded roll 832 66 0 0 898 

MME Level 1 & 2 61 0 0 0 61 

ORS-funded roll 12 0 0 0 12 

Māori roll 442 56 0 0 498 

Pacific roll 17 0 0 0 17 
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