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Catchment description  

The Kerikeri - Bay of Islands catchment on the east coast of the Far North District is 
predominantly rural, with the townships of Kerikeri and Paihia and a cluster of small 
settlements surrounding the Bay of Islands and Whangaroa harbours. Agriculture, 
forestry, tourism, and fishing are the key industries in this catchment followed by  
social services.  

Census 2018 data shows significant growth since 2013 in the total population of the Far 
North District, with the population of Kerikeri increasing by 19% from 6,015 to 7,164, and 
the population of Paihia and surrounds increasing by 17% from 4,305 to 5,061. This 
raises complex challenges for both local and central government to respond to 
population growth and provide affordable infrastructure across a large geographic area. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Māori learners/ākonga  

 There is a strong desire from whānau and the education sector for more 
choice and more access to instruction in tikanga Māori and te reo Māori 
across the entire Tai Tokerau region. Within the Kerikeri Bay of Islands 
catchment, 9 of the 24 schools/kura provide instruction through immersion 
Levels 1 or 2 Māori medium education. In July 2021, there were 637 tamariki 
engaged in a te reo Māori immersion setting. 

 

 Changing population profile 

 Changing population profiles make it difficult to forecast how the population 
will change in the future. To address this, we will continue to monitor local 
school rolls and population change in the catchment. 

 

 State integrated schooling options 

 A new state integrated school has been approved on a temporary site while 
the permanent facility is constructed in the Kerikeri catchment.  

 

 Investment in school property 

 The Ministry of Education is committed to investing in improving the quality 
of learning environments in this catchment. Redevelopments of Te Kura 
Kaupapa Māori o Taumarere and Bay of Islands College have recently been 
completed.  

 

 Leadership and governance 

 The schools in this catchment have stable leadership and governance, as 
well as the quality of teaching and learning, and wellbeing and achievement 
of ākonga.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We have recently approved a change of class for Te Kura o Waikare from a 
Year 1 – 8 kura to a Year 1 – 10 kura. 

 

 We are considering the establishment of a satellite of Blomfield Special 
School at Bay of Islands College. 

 Construction of two additional teaching spaces for a specialist school 
satellite unit at Oromahoe School has been completed. 

 

 Funding of $3M has been allocated to Whangaroa College to address 
property condition and building configuration, with projects under way. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Kerikeri Bay of Islands catchment:

 Network structure 

 Support state integrated schools in the catchment to develop their plans for 
long term provision, including potential relocation and maximum roll change 
requests, as they relate to supporting the state school network in this 
catchment.  

 

 Educational support mechanisms 

 We will continue to assist schools to strengthen governance, leadership and 
teaching capability, to improve engagement and student outcomes, and 
work together in a collaborative manner. 

 

 

 

Learning Support 

 We plan to work with the sector and whānau to understand the future 
demand for learning support provision across the Tai Tokerau region, 
including how potential specialist school satellites in this catchment and 
other parts of the region will impact on learning support provision in the mid 
north. Te Manawa Tahi Learning Support Hubs are located in the 
community providing specialist services for ākonga. 

 

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway  

 Planning of Māori medium pathways is needed to understand what the 
demand is through all years of education, from kōhanga reo through to  
kura and wharekura. 

 We are beginning work on a regional plan for Māori medium education 
provision in Tai Tokerau. There is an opportunity to explore options for 
future provision of Māori medium and dual medium education at both 
primary and secondary levels. This plan will assist with identifying the 
demand for qualified kaiako in Tai Tokerau, the lack of which is a key 
challenge in delivering Māori medium education. 

 Engagement with iwi, hapū, communities, whānau and the education sector 
will inform the demand and opportunities for expanding provision of Māori 
medium pathways, such as through planned investment in schools.  

 

The Kerikeri - Bay of Islands Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s 
changing schooling network, benefiting an estimated 4,800 learners/ākonga each year 
over the next decade to 2030. There are 24 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 16 5 3 0 24 

Total funded roll 2,270 652 2,052 0 4,974 

MME Level 1 & 2 210 346 81 0 637 

ORS-funded roll 16 9 14 0 39 

Māori roll 1,179 447 974 0 2,600 

Pacific roll 45 2 35 0 82 
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