
 

 
 
191

Catchment description 

Dunedin city covers a large geographic area, extending as far north as Waikouaiti, as far 
east as Middlemarch and as far south as Taieri Mouth. The Dunedin Taieri catchment 
extends westwards from the main urban area of Dunedin and includes Mosgiel, Brighton 
and the hinterland through to Middlemarch. This catchment has more potential greenfield 
development space than the Dunedin North and South catchment areas. 

Across this catchment there is a wide range of socio-economic factors. Some parts of 
the catchment experience high levels of disadvantage, and others are more affluent.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

 Parental choice influencing utilisation of local schools 

 Enrolment at local schools is affected by parental choice, but to a lesser 
degree across this catchment compared to the wider Dunedin city areas.  
This is partly because of the geographic separation from Dunedin city, and 
due to enrolment schemes operating at several primary schools in Mosgiel. 

 Dunedin has a high number of secondary schools relative to its total 
population, and a high proportion offering single sex schooling compared to 
co-educational. This enables whānau to exercise choice in schooling, 
however changes in schools or perceptions of schools in the community can 
have a significant impact across the wider city network. While there is a clear 
pathway within the Mosgiel area to Taieri College, some families choose to 
access single sex or integrated provision in the city area. This has reduced 
over time, with growth at Taieri College showing an increase in local 
students. 

 

 Student pathways 

 There is a clear mainstream schooling pathway within the wider Mosgiel 
area, following the 2004 network review. Primary schools are predominately 
Years 1-6, with Taieri College as Year 7-13. Rural primary outliers are Years 
1-8, although some families choose to transition to Taieri College at Year 7. 

 The transition pathway for Big Rock is not as clear with many families opting 
to attend city schools.   

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are no Kāhui Ako predominately based in this catchment. St Mary’s 
School, Mosgiel belongs to the Dunedin Catholic Community of Learning.  
It also links closely with Mosgiel schools.  

 Although not part of a Kāhui Ako, a Taieri Learning Support cluster has 
formed to implement the Learning Support Delivery Model across the 
majority of this catchment. 

 

Desire for pathways for Māori learners/ākonga 

 While there is no Māori medium provision in this catchment, there is a desire 
across the wider Dunedin area to increase the Māori medium pathway 
options. The city’s only full immersion kura (Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o 
Ōtepoti) is located in the Dunedin south catchment area, but draws from the 
wider Dunedin area.  We have worked to support the kura to extend this 
pathway to full wharekura with a change of class application approved in 
March 2021 and implemented in July 2021. 

 

Learning support 

 Learners/ākonga with high learning support needs are generally provided for 
through an inclusive approach across this catchment. Sara Cohen School 
provides specialist education through a base school (currently in a rebuild 
project) and satellite classes in two primary schools. These are all located in 
the Dunedin south catchment but draw from across the wider Dunedin city 
area, including this catchment. 

 There is demand for access to Sara Cohen School, which has had strong 
roll growth over the past 3 years. Any further provision will be considered 
through additional satellites, with a particular focus on secondary and post-
secondary age students. 

 

Strong leadership and governance 

 School leadership and governance is stable across this catchment. Smaller 
primary schools often attract first time principals, which can result in 
leadership changes as other positions become available. However, these 
schools are well supported by their rural communities.   

 Taieri College is part of the Dunedin Secondary Schools Partnership 
(DSSP), which was formed in 2000 and supports the 12 secondary schools 
across the city to work together particularly in support of at risk youth, 
students disengaging, and the placement of excluded students.   

 

 Investment in school property 

 Schools are generally in good condition. Building age and condition are key 
drivers for investment in school property redevelopment across Dunedin city. 

 

Implications of increasing ethnic diversity 

 The community is becoming increasingly multicultural with Dunedin identified 
as a refugee resettlement location in 2015. The majority of families resettled 
in Dunedin are Syrian and Afghan, and Arabic-speaking. This has had an 
impact across the whole of the city, with more than 30 schools enrolling 
former refugee students. A collaborative approach, through cluster-based 
support has been developed to support the transition, teaching and learning 
of these students. One of these clusters is based in Mosgiel, as multiple 
families have been placed in this area, due to suitable housing being 
available. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Enrolment schemes are monitored to ensure they continue to meet 
legislative purposes and make best use of existing accommodation across 
the network. 

 

 All schools undergoing redevelopment or investment are being supported to 
create Education Briefs, including the development of a cultural narrative 
with mana whenua to support their planning. 

 Taieri College has recently had redevelopment projects completed, including 
a hall rebuild following a fire. We are anticipating roll growth at this school in 
the medium to long term will trigger the need for funding to provide additional 
teaching spaces. 

 

 We are working with several schools to support enhanced education delivery 
in the area. We also provide regional mentoring and other funding to support 
at risk students, and support for migrant and former refugee students. 
Professional learning and development is provided to enhance teaching and 
learning in priority areas and the majority of schools in this catchment have 
accessed this support. 

 

 Learning Support Coordinators have been allocated to the Taieri Learning 
Support Cluster as part of the first allocation tranche. 

 We have linked with other agencies to enhance support for students and 
their family and whānau, including broad agency support in governance 
oversight of the Learning Support Delivery Model.  We are a partner agency 
in Whāngaia Ngā Pā Harakeke (reducing family harm).  We are also working 
in partnership with local government, other agencies and NGOs to support 
the Ōtepoti Youth Vision. 

 

 We are connecting with Dunedin City Council to understand longer term 
planning intentions for land use and development in this catchment, to 
inform our planning and decision making around the potential impact on 
school rolls. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Clutha catchment:

 Managing the school network 

 We will continue to monitor local school rolls and population change in the 
catchment. 

 We will work with schools to develop, implement and where necessary 
amend boundaries of enrolment schemes. 

 We will support schools to manage their enrolment schemes effectively, and 
where needed, reduce the number of out of zone enrolments. 

 

 Educational support mechanisms 

 We will continue to assist schools to strengthen governance, leadership and 
teaching capability, to enhance engagement and student outcomes. 

 

Learning support provision 

 We plan to work with the sector to support inclusive practice, and to 
determine the balance to provide in the network between specialist schools 
and satellites. 

 

 Investment in school property 

 Funding for additional teaching spaces will be considered where in-zone 
demand is increasing, and where out of zone enrolments are managed. 

  

Education conversations 

 We will continue to monitor equity in student achievement, and support 
schools to enhance teaching and learning capability. 

   

 Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We are developing a regional plan for Māori medium education provision in 
Otago. The key priority was to expand the Māori medium pathway for 
secondary ākonga, through supporting Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Ōtepoti to 
extend its Year levels to become a wharekura.  The change was approved in 
March 2021, effective from July 2021. 

 Engagement with iwi, communities, whānau and the education sector will 
inform the demand and opportunities for expanding provision in dual medium 
settings. 
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The Dunedin Taieri Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefitting an estimated 2,500 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 10 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 8 1 1 0 10 

Total funded roll 1,384 17 1,200 0 2,601 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 11 0 23 0 34 

Māori roll 191 0 185 0 376 

Pacific roll 27 12 14 0 53 

 


