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Catchment description 

The Clutha greater catchment largely encompasses the Clutha District Council area, 
including the regional towns of Milton, Lawrence, and Balclutha, and the rural 
surrounding areas, including the Catlins. 

Across the Clutha District, Census 2018 data shows that the population has increased 
by 4.6%, an additional 777 residents. Despite this growth in total population, our 
projections for school age population and roll growth are relatively static through to 2030. 

The Clutha District is characterised by low population density and small settlements with 
services spread thinly across the district. Primary industries account for nearly half of all 
economic activity in the district. 

Small pockets of development are occurring, and the Clutha District Council’s Economic 
Development Strategy 2015 includes a set of actions and programmes to work towards 
economic and district growth. 

 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

Remote and dispersed schooling networks 

 A number of schools in this catchment are rural, small and can serve 
disparate school communities. 

 

Parental choice influencing utilisation of local schools 

 Enrolment at local schools is affected by parental choice. This is most 
noticeable in the rural areas surrounding the regional townships, where a 
number of families are opting to enrol at larger schools based in towns. 

 In some instances, secondary students travel significant distances to attend 
their school of choice, although secondary schools in this catchment have 
clear geographic catchment areas and pathways. 

 There is sufficient capacity in the primary and secondary networks to 
accommodate the current population and any future projected growth. 

 

Changing population profile 

 Between 2013 and 2018, Census data shows that the population of Māori 
within the district has grown 37%, with an additional 588 people identifying 
as Māori. 

 Conversion of farms to dairy has also seen an increase in diverse labour 
groups, including an increase of Asian and Pacific workers. Seasonal work 
has also increased the diversity of ethnicities within some parts of the 
district.  This is particularly noticeable in Balclutha with a growing Samoan 
community. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There are a number of options for early learning in this catchment, and these 
have been supported through the Targeted Priority Families programme. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 Almost all schools within this catchment belong to one of three Kāhui Ako 
across the area – Tokomairiro Kāhui Ako, Big River Community of Learning 
and Southern Area Schools. 

 

Supporting vulnerable children 

 Wider societal impacts affect a number of children and families in some 
areas within this district. This includes higher levels of disadvantage, 
evidence of increased drug use, limited access to agency support in some 
areas (especially mental health), high levels of transience and some issues 
with attendance. 

 

Learning support 

 Children with additional learning needs are generally provided for through an 
inclusive approach across this catchment. There are some opportunities to 
strengthen inclusive practice so that all learners are able to access the 
support they need at their local school. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Enrolment schemes are being monitored to ensure they continue to meet 
legislative purposes and make best use of existing accommodation across 
the network. 

 

 Clutha Valley School is being rebuilt due to weathertightness issues.  

 Significant redevelopment is occurring at Lawrence Area School to 
rationalise, redevelop and remediate buildings. 

 

 We are working with several schools to support enhanced education delivery 
in the area. Professional learning and development is provided to enhance 
teaching and learning in priority areas and the majority of schools in this 
catchment have accessed this support. 

 We are working with schools in some areas such as Balclutha to provide 
additional ESOL support and develop capacity within schools as growing 
diversity within schools becomes more evident. 

 

 A Learning Support Coordinator has been allocated to the Tokomairiro 
Learning Support Cluster as part of the first allocation tranche. 

 We have initiated an inclusion pilot with some schools to support students 
with complex needs, and are looking at further opportunities to support 
school leaders and teachers to strengthen inclusive practice. 

 We are linked with other agencies to enhance support for students and their 
family and whānau, including a range of interagency forums, as well as Rock 
On for a specific focus on attendance. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Clutha catchment:

Managing the school network 

 We will continue to monitor local school rolls and population change in the 
catchment. 

 We will work with schools to develop, implement and where necessary 
amend boundaries of enrolment schemes. 

 We will support schools to manage their enrolment schemes effectively, and 
where needed, reduce the number of out of zone enrolments. 

 

Education conversations 

 We will continue to monitor equity in student achievement, and support 
schools to enhance teaching and learning capability. This can include school 
and Kāhui Ako responses to increased diversity, cultural responsiveness 
and increased support for students with additional needs. 

 

Learning Support provision 

 We plan to work with the sector to support inclusive practice. 
 

 

Educational support mechanisms 

 We will continue to assist schools to strengthen governance, leadership and 
teaching capability, to enhance engagement and student outcomes. 

 

Clutha: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Clutha Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefitting an estimated 2,200 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 21 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 17 2 2 0 21 

Total funded roll 1,233 255 697 0 2,185 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 22 2 9 0 33 

Māori roll 241 63 142 0 446 

Pacific roll 64 7 17 0 88 

 


