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Catchment description  

The Nelson catchment is situated in the northwest of the South Island. The main towns 
in the catchment are Nelson, Stoke and Richmond. The catchment is covered by the 
Nelson City Council and the Tasman District Council.  

Settlement of Nelson began about 700 years ago by Māori. There is evidence the 
earliest settlements in New Zealand are around the Nelson-Marlborough regions. The 
earliest recorded iwi in the Nelson district are the Ngāti Kuia, Ngāti Tūmatakōkiri, Ngāti 
Apa ki te Rā Tō and Rangitāne tribes.  

Nelson is a major fishing port, other industries in the catchment include seafood, 
horticulture, forestry, farming and tourism.  

The catchment stretches northeast to Hira School, in the middle of the catchment are 
Nelson and Stoke schools and, in the south, lie Hope, Ranzau, Brightwater and 
Wakefield schools. The combined roll of schools in the Nelson catchment is 13,496 in 
July 2021, with 15% of ākonga identifying as Māori. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Population 

 Nelson City Council and Tasman District Council have established a joint 
Future Development Strategy showing expected growth areas for the next 
30 years. There are plans for future growth and development in the wider 
Richmond area, particularly Richmond West. There are new subdivisions 
underway in Richmond and in Nelson. There are pockets of growth planned 
in Richmond South and in outlying areas such as Wakefield, Brightwater and 
Māpua. 

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones 

 Enrolment schemes are generally working well across the catchment, 
supporting space at local schools. 

 The Nayland College enrolment scheme has been controversial and has 
highlighted a community desire for co-educational secondary provision to be 
available across all of Nelson city. 

 

Leadership and governance  

 There is one intervention in place in this catchment. This is for employment 
and finance at Victory School. This work is progressing well.  

 

 Māori medium education 

 There is significant demand for Māori medium education including from  
non-Māori.  

 Māori medium education is offered at Nelson Central School, Nelson 
Intermediate, Victory Primary School, and full immersion at TKKM o Tuia Te 
Matangi. The programme at Nelson Intermediate is at capacity. There is now 
secondary provision, Te Rumaki Whakatū, at Nelson College and Nelson 
College for Girls. 

 There is no provision yet in Stoke or Richmond. 

 There are three licensed Kōhanga Reo in the Nelson area; Te Kōhanga Reo 
o Kōpūāwai located at Whakatū Marae; Te Kōhanga Reo o Kia Tau te 
Rangimārie in Stoke which is currently in Voluntary Temporary Closure; and 
Te Kōhanga Reo o Waimeha located at Victory Primary School. 

 There is one certificated puna kōhungahunga (Māori medium playgroup) 
located on the site of TKKM o Tuia te Matangi. 

 

 Kāhui Ako 

 There are three Kāhui Ako in this catchment: Stoke, Whakatū, Waimea. All 
three are well-established, with good leadership. Nelson has a new Principal 
leader in 2022. The Stoke Kāhui Ako also has a new leader in the Principal 
from Nayland College. 

 Three schools in the catchment are in the Motueka Kāhui Ako.  
 

Learning support 

 Maitai Specialist Day School has approval for a new base site located at 
Salisbury School with new satellites at Nayland College and Tāhunanui 
School. Waimea College, as a fundholder, is part of the network with a 
specialist unit for ORS funded students. There is an underrepresentation of 
ORS funded students in the single-sex secondary schools.  

 There is a substantial redevelopment underway on the Salisbury School site 
with the school being repurposed to suit its status. Other services will be 
located on the site such as the RTLB service. While the current roll is small, 
this is anticipated to grow over time to 20 ākonga. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 The Nelson catchment is well served by ITOs offering apprenticeships. The 
Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology offers a significant pathway for 
vocational training, and the Nelson Training Centre and Nelson Training 
Institute both offer NCEA level courses and a range of vocational courses.  

 However, there remains a perception of a lack of local tertiary opportunities 
which manifests in the movement of young people out of the area after 
secondary school. 

 

Early childhood education  

 Most of the regions early learning provision is in the main urban area of the 
Nelson catchment, including education and care, kindergartens, Te Kōhanga 
Reo, playcentres, playgroups and home-based care. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 An engagement process with the Waimea Kāhui Ako and the wider 
community is underway to consider options to address roll growth in the 
greater Richmond area. Decisions are expected by the end of 2021.  

 An enrolment scheme was implemented in 2021 at Nayland College due to 
rapid roll growth. Temporary teaching spaces have been provided to 
accommodate short term roll growth. 

 

 Plans are underway to expand the network of specialist day school places 
under the Maitai umbrella. This will bring the provision of specialist day 
school spaces for ORS funded students to around 80. 

 Learning Support Coordinator positions have been allocated to the Nelson 
City Kāhui Ako. 

 

 TKKM o Tuia Te Matangi has been reviewed by ERO with several 
recommendations in key areas of the school. We will support the kura.  

 We are helping to broker a new lease for Te Kōhanga Reo o Waimeha on 
the Victory School site and exploring potential alternative sites. We continue 
to work with Te Kōhanga Reo Trust to support the re-establishment of Te 
Kōhanga Reo o Kia Tau te Rangimārie.  

 

 We continue to support the provision of early learning within the catchment 
through providing TAP funding to services in low socioeconomic or isolated 
areas, ensuring that they can meet community needs. We continue to work 
collaboratively with services to improve outcomes for students and provide 
SELO support where need is identified. 

 Some early interest has been shown from private owners looking to 
establish new services within the Richmond area.  

 

 Significant redevelopment/rebuilding work planned for Auckland Point 
School is on hold due to the site ownership. The early childhood centre will 
remain onsite; however, the Teen Parent Unit will relocate to Nelson College 
for Girls. We will continue to work with the landowners (Wakatū 
Incorporation) to manage this.  

 Roll growth classrooms are currently being delivered at Waimea College, 
Māpua School, Nelson Central School and Waimea Intermediate.  

 Waimea College is undergoing a 5-stage redevelopment. This will ultimately 
result in the replacement of 45% of the site over the next 25 years. 

 A site for a potential new primary school has been purchased in the 
Richmond West subdivision. 

 

 Councils are consulting within the region on public transport development, 
which may have a future impact on school transport. We have completed bus 
route reviews in the Waimea area. Nelson routes are also being reviewed.  

 

Nelson: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Nelson catchment

 Network management  

 We will continue working to ensure roll growth classrooms are in place when 
needed to cater for steady growth in a few schools.  

 We will complete the community and sector engagement with the Waimea 
schools and community about responding and planning for future growth in 
the area. Decisions are expected at the end of 2021. 

 We will continue to work with the local councils to refine our population 
projections to respond to any changes. 

 

Learning support 

 Work towards shaping the network of Specialist Day School provision 
through Maitai School which will include a transition class for 18-21-year 
olds. 

 The itinerant support by Maitai specialist teachers may be expanded.  
 

Māori medium  

 We will work with iwi, schools, and the community to co-create the future of 
Māori medium provision in the area. The regional Māori medium plan 
informs the direction and priorities of this work. 

 Supporting the further development of Te Rumaki Whakatū at Nelson 
College and Nelson College for Girls. 

 Prioritising secondary pathways across the catchment and primary provision 
in Stoke and Richmond. 

 There is new Māori medium early childhood provision proposed for 
Richmond. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 Development of a collaborative hui linking iwi, whānau, schools, employers 
and training providers to highlight and expand opportunities for young people 
to remain in regional career pathways. 

 

 

Nelson: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Nelson Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting around 13,000 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade to 
2030. There are 37 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 29 1 5 2 37 

Total funded roll 8,280 64 5,110 42 13,496 

MME Level 1 & 2 203 64 0 0 267 

ORS-funded roll 64 0 63 40 167 

Māori roll 1,242 61 768 10 2,081 

Pacific roll 226 3 112 1 342 

 

 


