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Catchment description 

The greater Marlborough catchment is at the north-eastern tip of the South Island. It 
comprises the townships of Blenheim and Picton, smaller settlements in the surrounding 
rural area, and the Marlborough Sounds.  

Blenheim is the main service centre for the surrounding horticulture and viticulture 
industries, as well as a strong tourism industry. The NZ Defence Force operates an air 
force base at Woodbourne airport, west of Blenheim. 

There are 3 distinct schooling networks within this catchment: Blenheim, Picton and Rai 
Valley. The combined roll of students enrolled in schools in this catchment was 6,897 in 
2021, with 23% identifying as Māori. 

What’s influencing the education system  

Changing population profile 

 Current Statistics NZ population projections forecast long-term population 
decline for the Marlborough District out to 2043, with fewer school-aged 
children in the Marlborough catchment by this time. Our roll projections out to 
2030 indicate minor growth in some areas of Blenheim. There is some 
evidence of transience across several Blenheim schools. There are issues of 
homelessness across Blenheim city. 

 

Ethnic diversity 

 The community is becoming increasingly multicultural, influenced by the 
settlement of RSE workers employed in the viticulture and aquaculture 
industries, and Blenheim being identified as a former refugee resettlement 
location. As a result, schools are considering the nature and extent of 
additional education support mechanisms that may be required to support 
these students and their whānau. 

 

Network structure 

 There is sufficient capacity in the primary and secondary networks to 
accommodate current population. Most primary schools in Blenheim have 
enrolment schemes in place. Enrolment schemes are being planned for 
Marlborough Girls’ and Boys’ Colleges and Queen Charlotte College. 

 The only option for secondary education in Blenheim is single sex.  
 

Investment in school property 

 Building age and condition are the key drivers for the planned co-location of 
Marlborough Boys’ and Girls’ College and the relocation of Bohally 
Intermediate. Since 2014, there has been significant engagement with the 
community and government has committed to a significant capital investment 
to deliver this project. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga  

 Census 2018 data shows an increasing proportion of 0–14-year olds identify 
as Māori, up from 20% in 2013 to 25% in 2018. There is one kōhanga reo in 
the catchment, with another having closed. In January 2019, Te Pā Wānanga 
opened a marae-based bilingual unit as a satellite to Renwick School, with the 
roll steadily growing. There is one level 2 Māori medium education at Bohally 
Intermediate, started in 2022. There are no other bilingual or immersion 
options at primary level in this region. There is no pathway beyond Year 8 for 
bilingual or immersion students. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are two Kāhui Ako in the greater Marlborough catchment. Most schools 
belong to one of the Kāhui Ako, and some early childhood education 
providers also belong. All Picton early childhood education providers belong 
to a Kāhui Ako. Recent leadership changes to the Kāhui Ako provide an 
opportunity to strengthen the model. 

 The Pelorus group of schools choose to operate as a cluster outside the 
Kāhui Ako.  

 

Leadership and governance 

 School leadership and governance is reasonably stable across this catchment 
School leadership and governance is reasonably stable across this catchment 
with several new principals being appointed recently. There is a desire to 
increase representation and build capability of iwi/whānau on Boards.  

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 Pathways are limited in the catchment as there are only three state secondary 
options and an area school across a large geographic area. It can be 
challenging for schools in the catchment to manage exclusions, and barriers 
to enrolment are evident. 

 

Learning support 

 Southern Health School is located at Blenheim School. The size of the 
specialist provision on this site is considered insufficient to meet anticipated 
future demand for the Marlborough catchment, so increased provision is 
being designed for the area. The number of high health needs students in 
Marlborough is higher than the national average. The Marlborough community 
feel they have limited options for specialist learning support provision. 

 

Early childhood education 

 There is some growth in early learning numbers with new services being 
opened in the area. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage education 
provision in this catchment: 

 We’re planning the delivery of additional teaching spaces at Seddon School 
and new teaching spaces have recently been opened at the Renwick School 
satellite - Te Pā Wānanga. 

 Partial redevelopment of Queen Charlotte College is currently in master 
planning stage. No change to school capacity is planned as part of this 
redevelopment. 

 The re-build of Bohally Intermediate, Marlborough Girls’ and Boys’ Colleges 
will include additional capacity to accommodate the projected growth in 
secondary age students resulting from the actual population growth evident 
between 2013 and 2018. Local Iwi are well engaged and contributing 
positively to the project. 

 

 Southern Health School provision is currently being considered at a regional 
level across the South Island to ensure the right amount of specialist provision 
is provided in the right place, at the right time. 

 

 A review of the Blenheim primary school enrolment zones is under way.  
 

 There is a growing need for Pacific early learning provision in the Blenheim 
area that is currently being explored. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Marlborough catchment:

Co-location of schools 

 The planned investment in Marlborough Girls’ and Marlborough Boys’ 
Colleges and Bohally Intermediate provides an opportunity for broad future-
focussed discussion with the community and education sector, ensuring 
equitable access to education for all learners/ākonga in Marlborough.  

 We will consider how the provision of learning support space can best be 
provided for within the rebuild project. As the design of the rebuild project gets 
underway, we will consider what opportunities exist to establish the Māori 
medium pathway in greater Marlborough. 

 

Network management 

 Prior to the rebuild of Marlborough Boys’ and Girls’ Colleges, we will implement 
an enrolment scheme at Queen Charlotte College to address the potential for 
increased rolls at this school during the five-year construction period. 

 We will implement enrolment schemes for Marlborough Boys’ and Girls’ 
Colleges as part of the rebuild process.  

 We are working collaboratively with the Piritahi Kāhui Ako to consider issues 
around enrolment schemes and possible amendments and simplification.  

School buses/transport 

 School transport contracts will be reviewed before completion of the 
Marlborough Boys’ and Girls’ rebuild, and we expect to combine engagement 
with the community on school transport with the enrolment scheme process to 
provide comprehensive and consistent messaging to the community.  

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We are developing a regional plan for Māori medium education provision in 
the Nelson and Marlborough area. This is part of a wider kōrero around how 
Māori can succeed as Māori. 

 Opportunity for greater provision of Māori medium education and Te Pā 
Wānanga are actively exploring a temporary arrangement at the secondary 
level until the re-build project is complete.  

 Prioritise engagement with iwi, schools, whānau and the community to 
understand the potential demand for Māori medium education across the 
catchment, particularly considering the planned investment at Marlborough 
Boys’ and Girls’ Colleges and Bohally Intermediate. 

 

Early childhood education 

 The Strengthening Early Learning Opportunities PLD programme has been 
utilised to support services identified as needing targeted assistance to meet 
quality indicators. 

 

Engagement and collaboration 

 We will look to strengthen our relationship with Marlborough District Council to 
understand longer term land use changes being considered south of 
Blenheim, including timing of development and the potential implications for 
school planning. 

 We will engage with the sector and whānau to better understand the specialist 
learning support needs of the community and develop options for provision, 
including consideration of a day specialist option and specialist outreach 
services in learning support. 

.

Marlborough: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Marlborough Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting almost 7,000 learners/ākonga each year over the next 
decade to 2030. There are 29 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 24 2 3 0 29 

Total funded roll 4,325 375 2,197 0 6,897 

MME Level 1 & 2 46 0 0 0 46 

ORS-funded roll 32 3 26 0 61 

Māori roll 1,060 53 499 0 1,612 

Pacific roll 217 7 121 0 345 

 

 


