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Catchment description 

The Hastings catchment is located in Hawke’s Bay and encompasses the majority of the 
Hastings District. It is within the rohe of Ngāti Kahungunu iwi and several Takitimu hapū. 
The catchment comprises the towns of Hastings and Flaxmere, as well as smaller 
communities in the surrounding Heretaunga Plains. Hastings is the main service centre for 
the surrounding horticulture and viticulture industries.  

Across the Hastings District, Census 2018 data shows population growth of 10% since 
2013, an additional 8,292 residents. Within the Hastings catchment, school rolls grew 5% 
over the same period. By comparison, between 2006 and 2013, total population growth of 
3.3% was recorded. Between 2013 and 2018, the total number of 0-4 year olds 
decreased, however the number of both Māori and Pacific increased. This trend is evident 
across the total District population, with the proportion of the population identifying as 
Māori, Pacific and Asian increasing notably. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment: 

Parental choice influencing utilisation 

 There is sufficient capacity in the primary and secondary networks to 
accommodate current and future anticipated population. Enrolment schemes 
are in place at 19 schools in the catchment however the management of 
enrolment schemes at schools is mixed. The influence of parental choice and 
perception of schools’ achievement and leadership heavily influences roll 
sizes at schools across Hastings. This impacts on the efficient use of the 
schooling network and is neither sustainable nor equitable. 

 

Future housing developments 

 Kāinga Ora has plans to redevelop a number of existing sites across Hastings 
into about 70 new state houses. Te Taiwhenua o Heretaunga, in participation 
with Council and iwi, is planning to construct Waingākau village for 120 
homes near Te Kura o Kimi Ora. Future housing development is also planned 
near Parkvale School. 

 

High proportion of Māori and Pacific learners/ākonga  

 July 2021 school roll data indicates Māori are the largest ethnic group in the 
catchment, with 46% of learners/ākonga identifying as Māori. A further 10% 
identify as Pacific learners. Of the almost 5,000 Māori learners/ākonga in the 
Hastings catchment, 601 (12.5%) are enrolled in Māori medium education at 
four schools/kura. 

 

 Māori learners/ākonga 

 Flaxmere Primary School (Year 1-8) offers three learning pathways – Rumaki, 
Rua Reo and English medium, with 38% of ākonga in Rumaki or Rua Reo. Te 
Kura o Pakipaki (Year 1-8) is a bilingual school with 52 ākonga in Level 2 
immersion. Beyond Year 8, there is no provision for continuing dual medium 
education in Hastings.  

 TKKM o Te Wānanga o Whare Tapere o Takitimu offers Māori medium 
education from kōhanga through to tertiary (Takitimu School of Performing 
Arts). There are also 2 Kura Kaupapa Māori in the catchment. Pathways 
towards Kura Kaupapa are through whānau and whakapapa links to Kōhanga 
Reo. In some cases, there can be transport funding implications when 
tamariki whakapapa to certain kura, but it is not their closest one. 

 Professional learning and development in kura kaupapa continues to support 
kaiako to extend practices in teaching and learning. Lack of qualified kaiako 
continues to impact on the Māori medium education offering in the catchment. 

 

Supporting vulnerable children 

 In 2019, there were 560 families in emergency housing across Hawkes’ Bay. 
The location of emergency housing and consequent access to schooling can 
impact on children’s ability to settle into schools, and access learning support 
they may require. 

 

Secondary transition 

 There are some secondary transitional programmes within schools in this 
catchment, including a Trades Academy at Flaxmere College. Hastings Girls’ 
High School is looking at establishing a sports academy. Te Aratika Academy 
provides an alternative pathway for secondary-aged boys. 

 

Learning Support 

 Kōwhai Specialist School is experiencing roll growth pressure and has 
received funding for two satellite units. The school has satellite units at 
Raureka School, Flaxmere College, Hastings Central School, and Te Kura o 
Kimi Ora.  

 A Learning Support Coordinator was allocated to Ngā Hau e Wha Kāhui Ako 
in the first tranche. 

 

Investment in quality learning environments 

 A number of schools in the Portable Modular building program will see 
replacement of property over a 10 year period. Te Kura o Kimi Ora is 
undergoing a major rebuild to address significant weathertightness issues, 
and Hastings Boys’ High School and Flaxmere College are both undergoing 
redevelopment. 

 Te Kura Kaupapa Māori (TKKM) o Te Wānanga Whare Tapere o Takitimu is 
being re-built on a new site.  

 Riverslea School was closed in 2019. This site is now the temporary site for 
TKKM o Te Wānanga Whare Tapere o Takitimu while their permanent site is 
built. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are five Kāhui Ako in this catchment, all working at different levels of 
collaboration. A key focus for Ngā Hau e Wha Kāhui Ako has been working 
collaboratively towards cultural responsiveness through professional 
development for teachers. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage education 
provision in this catchment: 

 We are investing over $10 million in redeveloping Te Kura o Kimi Ora = to 
provide a high-quality learning environment. 

 TKKM O Te Wānanga Whare Tapere o Takitimu will relocate to new purpose-
built facilities in Waipatu. This kura will provide 300 student places for Māori 
immersion learning when it opens.  

 We are working with Kōwhai Special School to address issues arising from 
roll pressure, including delivering two additional satellite units. 

 

 We will work with schools to help them manage down out of zone enrolments 
and encourage families to choose local schools. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Hastings catchment:

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 We will continue strengthening our relationship with Hastings District Council. 
This will enable us to better understand impacts on local school rolls from 
proposed Kāinga Ora and iwi development, as well as other future 
developments.  

 We will begin a conservation with Hastings schools to comprehensively 
review enrolment schemes and implement new schemes as required. 
Ensuring enrolment schemes are effectively managed and school capacity 
reflects demand means, over time, we can expect this work to deliver a more 
equitable and sustainable local network of schools.  

 

 

 Strengthen the Māori medium pathway  

 We will work with the sector and whānau to better understand the demand 
and opportunities for providing additional pathways for dual medium and 
Māori medium education. 

 In conjunction with the Napier catchment, we plan to consider how to support 
and grow Māori medium education provision for Napier and Hastings schools 
to enable all tamariki from Kōhanga Reo to have access to a complete Māori 
language education pathway. 

 We are developing a regional plan for Māori medium education provision in 
the Hawke’s Bay. This is part of a wider kōrero across the country about how 
Māori can succeed as Māori. 

 

Hastings: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Hastings Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 11,000 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 39 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 27 4 7 1 39 

Total funded roll 6,083 981 3,355 107 10,526 

MME Level 1 & 2 297 304 0 0 601 

ORS-funded roll 32 7 14 107 160 

Māori roll 2,941 405 1,412 51 4,809 

Pacific roll 753 17 337 8 1,115 

 

 


