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Catchment description 

The Waimakariri catchment is a large area to the north of Christchurch and north of the 
Waimakariri River. It encompasses Rangiora, Kaiapoi, and Oxford, and stretches north 
as far as Amberley. The catchment is in the rohe of Ngāi Tahu. 

The catchment is a mix of large and small towns, and rural areas, with an associated 
mixture of schooling. Key industries are agriculture (particularly dairy) and 
manufacturing.  

Since the Christchurch earthquakes, north Canterbury has seen residential growth due 
to more affordable housing and easy access to Christchurch via State Highway 1. 
Access is likely to further improve as NZTA are making safety upgrades to SH1 around 
Woodend and their long-term plans include a bypass to the east of Woodend. Further 
residential development is expected by the Waimakariri District Council, particularly in 
Rangiora, where Council has developed a town centre plan with residential development 
around the Rangiora High School site and extending out into the northeast of the town. 

The Waimakariri district has grown rapidly and continues to do so, with 19% population 
growth between the 2013 and 2018 Census period. In 2018, the population was 59,500 
with Statistics NZ estimates indicating a current population of about 64,500. In 2018, 
93% of the district’s population identified as European, with 8% identifying as Māori. 

 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Kāhui Ako  

 While there is some movement at secondary level into Christchurch to 
access other options, such as single-sex education, most students in this 
catchment follow their local schooling pathway.  

 The Kāhui Ako in this area work well together and have a focus on pathways 
beginning at early childhood level. 

 

 New school opening 

 Te Matauru Primary, a new primary school in Rangiora, opened in 2020 with 
capacity for 350 students.  

 

 Enrolment schemes/zones 

 Many schools have enrolment schemes, ensuring they have capacity to 
meet local demand.  

 
 

Learning support 

 More than half of high and very high ORS funded students attend their local 
primary school in this catchment. All the Kāhui Ako have learning support 
co-ordinators attached, and these have been allocated so that nearly every 
school has a learning support co-ordinator. 

 There are no specialist schools located in North Canterbury although 
Ashgrove Primary hosts a satellite of Pītau-Allenvale Specialist School. 
Increasingly, many students in the Ashgrove satellite enrol at Rangiora High 
School when they go into Year 9. Rangiora High School provides inclusive 
learning support through their Lighthouse programme. 

 

 Strengthening the Māori medium pathway  

 In 2021, 15% of students enrolled in Waimakariri district schools identified  
as Māori.  

 Two primary schools in this catchment provide immersion or dual medium 
education to some students. There is no secondary provision, and students 
must travel to Christchurch if they want to access immersion education at 
the secondary level. 

 There is opportunity for further bilingual provision to be provided in this 
catchment, and schools have indicated they would be willing to provide it, 
however lack of qualified kaiako is an issue. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Swannanoa School has amended its enrolment zone to manage growth in 
the surrounding local area. 

 Rangiora High School operates a special programme for ORS funded 
students (The Lighthouse Programme) and has added this to their enrolment 
scheme.  

 

 We will be working with schools on their 5- and 10-year property plans, 
identifying what upgrades are needed, subject to approval and funding. 

 A new primary school in Rangiora (Te Matauru Primary) opened in 2020.  
A new technology block has also been constructed as part of Te Matauru 
Primary. 

 We are currently working on a new technology block for the Kaiapoi cluster 
of schools. 

 We are delivering additional classrooms at Swannanoa School to address 
roll growth pressure. 

 Kaiapoi High School has been redeveloped as part of the Canterbury 
Schools Rebuild programme  

 Oxford Area School is being redeveloped and we are working with the 
school to master plan the site.  
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Waimakariri catchment:

 Enrolment schemes/zones 

 As most schools already have enrolment schemes in place, these will be a 
key part of managing and balancing growth in the network. We will monitor 
the in-zone roll growth and numbers of out of zone students, and work with 
schools to amend schemes as required. 

 Careful management of enrolment schemes will help us plan for where roll 
growth classrooms are likely to be needed, so we can provide them in time 
to meet growth. We will continue to monitor school rolls to identify any trends 
in roll numbers. 

 

  

Investment in school property 

 We will monitor roll growth at Te Matauru Primary and surrounding schools 
to inform our decision making around the timing for any further build stages 
at the school. 

 

 Learning support 

 We will continue to work with the Kāhui Ako to support inclusive education 
within local schools. 

  We will explore options for supporting older secondary students with ORS to 
strengthen transitions and community opportunities. 

 

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We will work with the Waimakariri schools, rūnanga and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing Māori medium 
pathways within the catchment, particularly at secondary level. There is an 
opportunity to work with kōhanga reo providers to see where their students 
travel to and better understand whether ākonga access immersion education 
beyond early learning. 

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury has been developed and will be used to engage and discuss 
ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium education with sector groups, 
kura, whānau and others. 
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The Waimakariri Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 10,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 29 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 25 2 2 0 29 

Total funded roll 6,029 970 2,500 0 9,499 

MME Level 1 & 2 96 0 0 0 96 

ORS-funded roll 33 5 30 0 68 

Māori roll 957 100 412 0 1,469 

Pacific roll 169 14 58 0 241 

 

 

Te Matauru Primary 


