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Catchment description 

The Selwyn catchment, within the wider Selwyn District, is a predominantly rural area on 
the Canterbury plains. It lies to the west and southwest of Christchurch, and neighbours 
the two high growth catchments of Lincoln and Rolleston. The catchment is bordered by 
the Rakaia River to the south and the Waimakariri River to the north. The catchment is 
within the rohe of Ngāi Tahu. 

The main industry in Selwyn is agriculture, predominantly sheep, cattle and dairy 
farming, as well as processing. Sharemilkers moving in and out of the area with their 
families have had a large influence on school rolls in the past, but, in the last few years, 
the demographics have changed with fewer families and more single, migrant workers.  

Selwyn District’s economy has recovered strongly from the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic and recession. Economic activity and consumer spending are both strong, and 
the agricultural and processing sectors are a key source of strength, particularly dairy 
farming. 

While the district-wide population saw significant growth between the 2013 and 2018 
Censuses of more than 35%, the combined roll of schools in this catchment has been 
relatively stable. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Students attending their local schools   

 Students in this catchment tend to move from early childhood education to 
their local primary school, and on to their closest secondary school. These 
stable student pathways make it easier to monitor and project student rolls. 

 Most of the primary schools have capacity for roll growth.  

 The two secondary schools in this catchment are well-utilised.  

 Some students travel into Christchurch to access secondary education. 
 

 Kāhui Ako 

 There are four Kāhui Ako operating within this catchment and its 
neighbouring catchments. They are operating well, and most have a focus 
on student transitions as part of their achievement challenges.  

 Two of the Kāhui Ako have recently changed leadership and we will be 
supporting them. The Across School Lead for one Kāhui Ako has also 
recently changed. 

 There are 10 learning support coordinators attached to two Kāhui Ako,  
and they are working collaboratively and sharing resources. 

 

 Leadership and governance  

 One of the schools in this catchment is being supported with its leadership 
and governance. Two schools have recently changed their principals. 

 

 Learning support  

  Waitaha School has been relocated and rebuilt on the Lemonwood Grove 
site in Rolleston. Relocating this specialist school to Rolleston has ensured 
improved access for ORS funded students living in Selwyn.  

 Some schools have special programmes for learners who require additional 
support. 

 

 Ethnic Diversity 

 The increase in immigration, particularly migrant workers in the agriculture 
industry has had an impact on the number of students needing ESOL 
support in this catchment. 

 

 Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 There is no immersion or dual medium provision available for students in this 
catchment. There is demand for this provision and schools have shown 
themselves willing to offer Māori medium education. However, there are 
limited Māori medium teaching staff, and no local resources available to 
upskill current staff. 

 

School buses/transport 

 A review of school transport provision has recently been completed which is 
expected to result in some changes to transport routes in this catchment.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 The rebuild of Springfield School has recently been completed. 

 Ellesmere College is being rebuilt and planned to be complete by 2025. 
 

 A transport review of Ellesmere College has been completed and changes 
implemented.  
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Selwyn catchment:

 Kāhui Ako 

 We will work with Kāhui Ako, schools and learning support coordinators to 
ensure schools are able to provide the appropriate support for all students.  

 We will support those schools who are highly capable in this area to share 
their expertise with other schools. 

 

  

School rolls 

 We will continue to monitor school rolls to identify any changes in roll 
number trends. 

 We will work with schools to effectively manage existing enrolment schemes. 
 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We will work with the Selwyn schools, rūnanga and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing Māori medium 
pathways within the catchment. 

 There is opportunity to support teachers to learn from teachers from other 
areas, such as Christchurch, to increase their capacity and capability.  

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury has been developed and will be used to engage and discuss 
ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium education with sector groups, 
kura, whānau and others. 
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The Selwyn Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 3,000 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 13 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 11 0 2 0 13 

Total funded roll 1,363 0 1,251 0 2,614 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 12 0 11 0 23 

Māori roll 197 0 148 0 345 

Pacific roll 37 0 28 0 65 

 

 


