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Catchment description  

The Hurunui catchment is a large, predominantly rural area in north Canterbury. It 
extends from Waipara in the south to Hanmer Springs in the northwest and the coast to 
the east. It comprises the townships of Cheviot and Culverden, with a number of small 
rural settlements. The catchment is within the rohe of Ngāi Tahu. 

The main industry in Hurunui is agriculture. Tourism is also important, particularly in 
Hanmer Springs and the Waipara wine region. 

School rolls in the catchment are relatively stable, and in 2021 roll data shows that 19% 
of ākonga identify as Māori. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 School buses/transport   

 There are many Ministry funded bus routes bringing students to school from 
across this large district, particularly for secondary schooling. 

 

Enrolment schemes/zones 

 Two schools have recently implemented enrolment schemes as students 
were travelling long distances to attend them.  

 Secondary level provision is available at three schools, in Hawarden, 
Culverden and Cheviot. Some students in this catchment also choose to 
travel to Christchurch for schooling.  

 

 Kāhui Ako 

 There is one Kāhui Ako operating in this catchment, which all the schools in 
Hurunui belong to. There are no early learning providers within this Kāhui 
Ako. 

 

 Māori medium  

 There is no immersion or bilingual provision available in this catchment. 
There is a small amount of Level 4-6 provision in primary schools, but very 
little in secondary.  

 Around 200 learners identify as Māori across primary and secondary levels, 
and retention rates for these students could be improved. 

 Attracting and retaining trained kaiako, when numbers are low across the 
country, is even more difficult in small, rural communities. 

 

 Secondary transitions 

 Amuri Area School offers a number of secondary tertiary programmes which 
help students transition into tertiary study. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 New enrolment schemes at Amuri Area School and Omihi School to manage 
capacity and steer students towards more local provision.  

 

 We are redeveloping the Amuri Area School site and providing roll growth 
classrooms.  
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Hurunui catchment:

 Wider network review 

 We will support the existing Kāhui Ako to improve its collaboration and ways 
of working across schools. This will assist with its capability to support 
student pathways and achievement. 

 There is opportunity for the Kāhui Ako to build better links with early learning 
centres in this catchment. 

 Tertiary and secondary partnerships and pathways need to be further 
developed, including STPs and courses that encourage tertiary participation. 

 

 Network management  

 We will continue to monitor school rolls to identify any trends in roll numbers. 
 

Learning support  

 We will work with boards and Kāhui Ako to help them provide appropriate 
supports for students with additional learning needs. We will explore with 
them the best way to allocate and use the learning support co-ordinators 
attached to the Kāhui Ako. 

 

Strenghtening the Māori medium pathway 

 We will work with the Hurunui schools, rūnanga and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing Māori medium 
pathways within the catchment. 

 We will encourage the Kāhui Ako and boards to build their relationships with 
rūnanga. 

 We will discuss how schools can work collaboratively together, for example 
whether development of a hub for Māori medium would be a viable option. 

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury has been developed and will be used to engage and discuss 
ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium education with sector groups, 
kura, whānau and others. 

 

Hurunui: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Hurunui Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 1,200 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 10 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 7 3 0 0 10 

Total funded roll 319 784 0 0 1,103 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 3 6 0 0 9 

Māori roll 74 132 0 0 206 

Pacific roll 1 8 0 0 9 

 

 


