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Catchment description 

The Christchurch West catchment covers a large geographical area consisting of 
schools to the west and north of the central city. The land is a mixture of suburban, light 
industrial and semi-rural. The catchment is within the rohe of Ngāi Tahu. 

This catchment sits adjacent to the high growth catchment areas of Halswell and 
Rolleston. While not as fast growing as these catchments, this part of the city has been 
influenced by the significant population growth to the west of Christchurch resulting from 
the Canterbury earthquakes. Most of the schools in this catchment have been involved in 
the Christchurch Schools Rebuild (CSR) programme. 

The Christchurch West catchment is one of the largest education catchments in the 
country, with 59 schools included. The 2021 combined roll of schools in this catchment is 
nearly 28,000 students, with 4.9% identifying as Pacific, and 13% identifying as Māori. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Network management 

 All the state secondary. primary and intermediate schools have enrolment 
schemes. Enrolment zone implementation ensures a transparent pathway 
for mainstream education into intermediate and secondary. 

 Many of the primary schools in particular are taking high numbers of out of 
zone students, which is leading to capacity issues. We are working with 
these schools to reduce the out of zone numbers and will continue to 
monitor school rolls to identify any changing trends in roll numbers.  

 

 Learning support  

 There are over 200 ORS funded students living in this catchment (primary 
and secondary). Successful access and enrolment into local schools is 
variable and limited. Students with complex needs are often encouraged to 
enrol at a specialist school or school with a specialist programme. A lack of 
inclusive education provision within local schools across the catchment is 
increasing roll pressure on specialist spaces.  

 There are two specialist schools in this catchment, and four schools with 
specialist facilities, including one for deaf and hard of hearing students.  

 Two of the six Kāhui Ako in this catchment have Learning Support Co-
ordinators attached. Specialist provision at secondary level is supported 
through programmes at Papanui High School and Riccarton High School.  

 Pītau-Allenvale School has a satellite provision designed into the new build 
on the shared Burnside Primary / Cobham Intermediate site. While this is 
being constructed the satellite is being hosted temporarily at Wairakei 
school. 

 Wharenui School has strong pastoral care systems and also has a satellite 
hub for primary students who are deaf and hard of hearing enrolled with Ko 
Taku Reo Deaf Education NZ.  

 

 Kāhui Ako  

 There are six Kāhui Ako operating in this catchment, and a cluster of primary 
schools who work closely together in the northwest. Achievement challenges 
amongst the Kāhui Ako vary, though most acknowledge the diversity of the 
learners in terms of cultural responsiveness, raising achievement for Māori 
and Pacific male learners, and supporting ESOL students. Others focus on 
pathways and transitions, including from early learning to primary. 

 

 Māori medium 

 Three state schools offer immersion provision in bilingual units. In 2021, 
3,622 students identified as Māori. The pathway for bilingual provision at 
secondary level is insufficient. 

 There is increasing demand for Māori medium education and two additional 
schools have indicated interest in hosting bilingual units. 

 Availability of Māori medium teachers and resources is a significant 
challenge in this catchment. 

 

 Pacific languages 

 St Thomas of Canterbury College and Villa Maria College offer Samoan 
language NCEA Levels 1-3. 

 Christchurch Boys' High School, Villa Maria College, Middleton Grange 
School and Riccarton High School (as well as Avonside Girls' High School 
and Hillmorton High School) have piloted or continue to run a Pacific studies 
subject over the last academic year. These courses, which differ at each 
school, offer a range of NCEA credits (both achievement and unit standards) 
that cover Pacific history, culture, language and social studies. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 We are working with schools to amend enrolment zones to reduce overlaps 
and address overcrowding as necessary. A significant review of secondary 
enrolment schemes across the city has been completed and implemented. 

 We are also working with state integrated schools to ensure their maximum 
rolls are appropriate. 

 

 Templeton School is in the design phase of its rebuild as part of the CSR. 
Harewood School's rebuild has been completed. Papanui High School is 
under construction as part of its redevelopment. 

 Pītau Allenvale, a specialist school, is moving to be co-located with the new 
satellite campus of Belfast School. 

 Additional classrooms have been delivered at St Albans School and Wigram 
Primary School - Te Piki Kāhu. Additional classrooms are currently being 
designed for South Hornby School. 

 

 We are working with local schools and the specialist schools to support 
inclusive practice and increase opportunities for learners to enrol and be well 
supported at their local schools. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Christchurch West catchment:

 Kāhui Ako 

 We will continue to support the existing Kāhui Ako and school clusters to 
work together to improve student pathways and achievement. Schools who 
are not formally involved in a cluster or Kāhui Ako will be encouraged to 
continue to network with other schools. 

 There is an opportunity for those Kāhui Ako who are in a developmental 
stage to learn from those who are functioning well. 

 

 Monitoring  

 We will continue to monitor rolls to identify any changing trends in rolls 
numbers. 

 

 Learning support  

 We will work with boards and Kāhui Ako to support them in providing 
appropriate supports for students with additional learning needs to enrol at 
their schools. 

 We will support schools with existing learning support programmes to 
strengthen their connections with other schools so that pathways and 
opportunities for learners are increased. 

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We will work with the Christchurch West schools and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing Māori medium 
pathways within the catchment. 

 We will investigate how we can better support our current skilled kaiako in 
this catchment, so that they are retained and can share their knowledge 
and experience. 

 We will work with schools, rūnanga and whānau to support the 
development of a local curriculum. 

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury has been developed and will be used to engage and discuss 
ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium education with sector groups, 
kura, whānau and others. 
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The Christchurch West Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 28,000 learners/ākonga each year over the 
next decade to 2030. There are 59 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 43 5 9 2 59 

Total funded roll 14,389 4,158 9,070 271 27,888 

MME Level 1 & 2 84 0 45 0 129 

ORS-funded roll 82 17 88 271 458 

Māori roll 1,987 289 1,267 59 3,602 

Pacific roll 713 154 501 14 1,382 

 

 

                   Pītau Allenvale School 

Ferndale Te Ahu 


