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Catchment description  

The Christchurch South catchment encompasses the urban area of Christchurch south 
of the city centre, including the suburbs of Addington, Cashmere and the southern hill 
suburbs extending through to Diamond Harbour and Governors Bay. The catchment 
borders the higher growth catchment of Halswell to the west. The catchment is within the 
rohe of Ngāi Tahu. 

Schools in this catchment were damaged in the 2011 earthquakes, and repair and 
rebuild projects are still underway as part of the Christchurch Schools Rebuild 
programme of work. School rolls were less affected by the earthquakes than other 
Christchurch catchments. 

The catchment is an existing developed residential area and the forecast population is 
anticipated to remain relatively stable over the next decade. The combined roll of 
schools in this catchment has not changed significantly between 2019 and 2021.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Diversity  

 As well as the state schools in this catchment, there are a number of state 
integrated schools offering Christian-based education and also teaching 
based on the Steiner philosophy. There is also a composite private school 
and two kura kaupapa Māori providing Māori immersion learning. 

 

Network management  

 There is a desire from school proprietors to strengthen pathways through 
state integrated schools. 

 Some schools in this catchment are operating at or near capacity. We will 
continue to monitor school rolls to identify any changing trends in roll 
numbers.  

 

Kāhui Ako 

 There are four Kāhui Ako in this catchment. Additionally, a cluster of primary 
schools in the south (Kahu Kura) is running well, and functioning in a similar 
way to a Kāhui Ako. Many ECEs in the area have no pathway to Kāhui Ako. 

 

Learning support 

 This catchment sits across both the Waitaha School and Ferndale Te Ahu 
catchment areas with a satellite of Ferndale at Beckenham Te Kura o 
Pūroto. Hillmorton High School has a satellite of Ko Taku Reo Deaf 
Education NZ. Across the catchment there is variable capability to support 
learners with complex needs in an inclusive learning environment.  

 Beckenham Te Kura o Pūroto is working closely with Ferndale Te Ahu to 
support and strengthen inclusive education for all learners on site.  

 Hillmorton High School operates a special programme for ORS learners and 
has become a magnet school for learners with complex needs. The home 
zone implemented in 2020 will gradually reduce access to their special 
programme and bring admissions in line with their capacity for 35 learners.  

 Cashmere High School – Te Iringa o Kahukura also operates a special 
programme called Te Pukenga. The programme has been provided with a 
new facility as part of the CSR build programme and caters for up to 16 
learners. The Te Pukenga programme is a Conductive Education pathway 
from the Addington Primary Conductive Education programme. Learners 
who have been enrolled in the conductive education programme at 
Addington have prioritised right of entry into Te Pukenga even if they are out 
of zone for Cashmere.  

 Cashmere High School – Te Iringa o Kahukura is the manager of Alternative 
Education for Christchurch schools.  

 

 Māori medium  

 In 2021, 16% of ākonga enrolled in schools in this catchment identified as 
Māori.  

 There are two composite kura kaupapa Māori in this catchment (Te Kura 
Kaupapa Māori o Te Whānau Tahi and Te Kura Kaupapa Māori o Waitaha), 
providing education for around 300 ākonga. Currently only 23% of Māori 
students in this catchment are in Māori medium education and these 
numbers reduce as ākonga transition from primary to secondary. Lack of 
kaiako is a significant challenge.  

 

 Pacific languages 

 Te Kōmanawa Rowley School currently provides 4 hours per week of 
Samoan language across the whole school. 

 Riccarton High School hosts the Lea Faka Tonga and Kuki Airani language 
programmes. This is open to all Canterbury secondary school students who 
wish to sit NCEA level 1-3 Tongan or Cook Islands Māori. 

 Hillmorton High School (as well as Avonside Girls' High School, Christchurch 
Boys' High School, Villa Maria College, Middleton Grange School and 
Riccarton High School) have piloted or continue to run a Pacific studies 
subject over the last academic year. These courses, which differ at each 
school, offer a range of NCEA credits (both achievement and unit standards) 
that cover Pacific history, culture, language and social studies. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Three primary schools have amended their enrolment scheme boundaries in 
order to manage roll growth pressure across their catchments.  

 Cashmere High School - Te Iringa o Kahukura has reduced its enrolment 
catchment twice in the last few years in response to increasing local 
demand.  

 

 Cashmere High School – Te Iringa o Kahukura is undergoing a significant 
redevelopment and has also had temporary classrooms added to 
accommodate the growing school roll during the build project.  

 Te Ara Koropiko West Spreydon School redevelopment has been 
completed. 

 We have provided additional classrooms at Beckenham Te Kura o Pūroto 
and construction is underway for additional classrooms at St Martins School 
to address growing school rolls.  
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Christchurch South catchment:

Enrolment schemes/zones  

 Changes to some enrolment schemes may shift what have been historical 
pathways to a new secondary school which will be a change for the 
community. 

 Christchurch Catholic Kāhui Ako are aiming to strengthen the pathway for 
catholic students and grow the number of catholic primary students going to 
a Catholic secondary school. 

 

Learning support 

 Across the catchment there is variable capability to support learners with 
complex needs in an inclusive learning environment. We will work with 
schools and Kāhui Ako to improve the availability and connectivity of 
support for students with additional needs. 

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We will work with the Christchurch South schools and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing dual medium 
pathways within the catchment, particularly at secondary level. 

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury has been developed and will be used to engage and discuss 
ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium education with sector groups, 
kura, whānau and others. 

 

Pacific languages 

 Explore how Pacific language education and pathway opportunities can be 
developed in this catchment. 

 

Kāhui Ako 

 We will support strengthened leadership and cooperation in neighbouring 
schools, for example, experienced principals mentoring new leaders. 

 We will continue to support existing Kāhui Ako and other communities, 
particularly in growing the pathways from early learning to primary.  

 Changes to enrolment schemes will lead to changes in Kāhui Ako 
membership, due to shifting pathways. We will support these communities.  

 

Christchurch South: Steady and Stable  
Education Network Plan 

The Christchurch South Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s 
changing schooling network, benefiting an estimated 8,100 learners/ākonga each year 
over the next decade to 2030. There are 22 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 16 4 2 0 22 

Total funded roll 4,811 1,198 2,055 0 8,064 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 304 0 0 304 

ORS-funded roll 39 5 19 0 63 

Māori roll 658 445 230 0 1,333 

Pacific roll 183 52 44 0 279 

 

 

Te Iringa o Kahukura 


