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Catchment description  

The Chatham Islands catchment is an isolated group of islands, about 840km east of the 
South Island. The two inhabited islands are Chatham Island and Pitt Island. Census 
2018 data shows that there were 663 residents on the Islands in 2018. This population 
size is relatively stable when compared to historical Census data. The majority live on 
Chatham Island, which has three main settlements. Only around 40 people live on the 
smaller Pitt Island.  

This catchment is within the rohe of Ngāti Mutunga o Wharekauri. Two thirds of the 
population identify as Māori. The original islanders on Rēkohu and Rangihaute were 
Moriori, and there are many areas of historical importance relating to Moriori. There are 
two marae in Waitangi, the largest settlement on Chatham Island. Whakamaharatanga is 
a Ngāti Mutunga marae and Kōpinga is a Moriori marae. 

The key industry in the Chatham Islands is fishing, with some farming. Most of the 
uninhabited islands are nature reserves.  

Statistics NZ population projections indicate that future demand for primary education 
across the Chatham Islands is likely to remain stable over the next decade.  

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

 Primary school provision with small school rolls  

 There are three full primary schools in this catchment – two on Chatham 
Island and one on Pitt Island. Pitt Island and Kaingaroa Schools each have 
consistently had only around 10 students for the last 20 years. Each school 
is geographically distant from the others and services a defined local 
community. There is no secondary school provision in the Chatham Islands.  

 While the population is small and there is currently surplus capacity at all 
three schools, the schools are all very small and any increase in roll would 
result in pressure on capacity. We will continue to monitor school rolls to 
identify any trends in roll numbers.  

 

 Students travel long distances for secondary schooling 

 As there is no secondary provision within the catchment, following Year 8, 
students must travel to other areas of New Zealand for schooling. They 
receive a boarding allowance to assist them.  

 Chatham Islands’ students are in zone for Christchurch Girls’ High but not 
Christchurch Boys’.  

 Boarding away from home can present challenges for students due to 
isolation from whānau as well as cultural differences, particularly when 
students move to an urban environment with many new situations to 
navigate. 

 

 Geographic isolation   

 Student support services, such as learning support, are based in Canterbury 
and are therefore considerably more difficult to access due to the long 
distances required to travel. However, the schools are currently well-
supported by RTLB working out of Christchurch. 

 

 Leadership and governance 

 One of the schools has recently been supported with leadership around 
communication, and now has new staff and a new first-time principal who is 
eligible for first-time principal support. 

 Pitt Island and Kaingaroa Schools each have new principals commencing 
from the start of 2021. 

 

 Recruitment and retention of teachers 

 The geographic isolation and small population make it difficult to recruit and 
retain teachers. 

 

 Māori medium  

 There is one kōhanga reo in the Chatham Islands. About 71% of the student 
population identify as Māori, yet there is no pathway beyond the one 
kōhanga reo. Whānau have aspirations to see more provision, however 
availability of Māori medium kaiako is a key challenge in this catchment.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 5 Year Agreements have been finalised at all schools and include sewerage 
and water supply upgrades, as well as teaching space upgrades at all three 
schools. There are also proposed new technology facilities at Te One 
School. 

 

 We are supporting schools to work with local iwi/imi to develop a local, 
Chatham Islands-based curriculum. 

 

 We are working with NZEI to review teaching allowances for teaching staff in 
this catchment. 

 

 Te Kura correspondence school is funded through Te One School for some 
students. 
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Chatham Islands catchment:

 Engagement and collaboration 

 While the three schools are not in a formal Kāhui Ako, they do work 
together. There is an opportunity for the schools to strengthen relationships 
between schools, iwi and the community. 

 New leadership and teachers at Te One, Kaingaroa and Pitt Island Schools 
provides an opportunity for the schools to develop new relationships. 

 

  

Increasing support for schools 

 We are investigating a modified package of support for this catchment 
through the Incredible Years programme. 

 

  

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 We will work with the Chatham Islands’ schools and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing Māori medium 
pathways within the catchment. 

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury and the Chatham Islands has been developed and will be used 
to engage and discuss ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium 
education with sector groups, kura, whānau and others. 
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The Chatham Islands Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 70 learners/ākonga each year over the next 
decade to 2030. There are 3 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 3 0 0 0 3 

Total funded roll 53 0 0 0 53 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 0 0 0 0 0 

Māori roll 39 0 0 0 39 

Pacific roll 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 


