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Catchment description  

The Banks Peninsula catchment is a geographically large but sparsely populated 
catchment on the east coast of the South Island. It is about 80 minutes’ drive from 
Christchurch and includes the settlements of Akaroa and Duvauchelle. While there are 
distinct settlements, there are links between the communities (such as people living in 
Duvauchelle with businesses in Akaroa).  

The catchment is within the rohe of Ngāi Tahu and has areas of historical importance to 
Ngāi Tahu, particularly five traditional areas of settlement at Rāpaki, Wairewa (Little 
River), and Ōpukutahi (Tikao Bay). In addition to its strong Māori history, there are also 
strong links to the 19th century French settlers of Akaroa. 

Banks Peninsula is the largest area of productive rural land within Christchurch City. Key 
industries in this catchment include farming and tourism. 

Census 2018 data shows that the total population is fairly stable overall, with incremental 
growth since 2013. However, there were fewer 5–17 year olds in the Akaroa area in 
2018 compared to 2013, while the northern and eastern parts of the peninsula saw a 
slight increase. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Remote and isolated schools  

 There are three schools in this catchment, each with a small roll. Each 
school is geographically distant from the others and services the local 
community. Akaroa Area School provides secondary education, however 
most older students attend secondary schools outside the catchment from 
Year 7 or 9.  

 While the population is small and there is capacity at all three schools 
currently, the capacity of each school is also small, and unlikely to be 
sufficient to accommodate any potential roll growth. Notwithstanding, there is 
also the potential for growth areas such as Rolleston, Lincoln and Halswell 
to attract families away from the peninsula, therefore impacting school rolls 
in this catchment. We will continue to monitor school rolls to identify any 
trends in roll numbers.  

 Most students travel into Christchurch for secondary education. Christchurch 
schools offer boarding options, while some students travel in with commuting 
parents. Christchurch also offers long-established single sex and private 
options for families. 

 

 Māori medium 

 About 20% of the total school rolls in the catchment are Māori students. 
There are currently no immersion or dual medium education opportunities for 
these tamariki. Teacher resourcing is a significant key challenge in this 
catchment.  

 

Early childhood education 

 There is one early childhood centre operating in Duvauchelle. Plunket is in 
talks with the community about options for the future.  

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 An enrolment scheme was implemented at Duvauchelle School in early 
2019 to address overcrowding.  

 

 Discussions have been completed between Little River School (in the 
neighbouring catchment) and Akaroa Area School to align their bus 
timetables to meet at the Hilltop. This will enable high school students “over 
the hill” to access the school transport funded bus. 

 

  Several buildings are being replaced at Akaroa Area School.  

 
 

 Akaroa Area School runs pathway projects for secondary students with 
businesses and trades including Ara. 
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 Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Banks Peninsula catchment:

 Engagement and collaboration 

 The three schools are not in a Kāhui Ako together. Akaroa Area School is in 
a Kāhui Ako that covers rural north Canterbury. The three schools, as well 
as Little River School (on the peninsula but in the neighbouring Lincoln 
catchment), continue to work in a collaborative cluster for sporting, cultural 
and teaching PLD opportunities.  

 This could assist with strengthening the secondary pathway to Akaroa Area 
School at both Year 7 and Year 9. 

 

  

Leadership and governance 

 New leadership and governance at Akaroa Area School and Duvauchelle 
School provides an opportunity for the boards of the three schools (and 
Little River School) to strengthen their connection and learn from and 
support each other. 

 

  

Māori medium 

 We will work with the Banks Peninsula schools and whānau to better 
understand the demand and opportunities for providing dual medium 
pathways within the catchment. 

 There is an opportunity to strengthen connections with local iwi and marae 
as Banks Peninsula is an area with much historical importance for Ngāi 
Tahu. Ōnuku Marae in Akaroa is close to Akaroa Area School and 
Duvauchelle School. Okains Bay School has potential for connections with 
Tūtehuarewa marae at Koukourārata. We will encourage boards to build 
relationships with local rūnanga.  

 A regional plan for the future of Māori medium education provision in 
Canterbury has been developed and will be used to engage and discuss 
ways to grow and strengthen Māori medium education with sector groups, 
kura, whānau and others. 
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The Banks Peninsula Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing 
schooling network, benefiting an estimated 150 learners/ākonga each year over the next 
decade to 2030. There are 3 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 2 1 0 0 3 

Total funded roll 58 110 0 0 168 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 1 0 0 0 1 

Māori roll 10 28 0 0 38 

Pacific roll 1 2 0 0 3 

 

 


