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Catchment description  

The Katikati catchment, within the Western Bay of Plenty District, comprises the 
township of Katikati and a dispersed rural population in smaller communities along the 
coast of the upper Tauranga harbour.  

Katikati has traditionally been the local service centre for the surrounding rural hinterland 
where dairying, kiwifruit and avocado orchards are the key industries. Katikati forms the 
northernmost geographical extent of the Smart Growth urban growth partnership and 
has been identified as an area of limited residential growth, with an estimated additional 
500 – 1,000 dwellings planned. 

In 2018, the population of Katikati and the surrounding rural hinterland was 
approximately 10,100 people, with half of that population living in the township. 
Traditionally there have been seasonal variations due to an influx of people during fruit 
picking seasons. 

What’s influencing the education system in this catchment? 

Population 

 Over the next decade, population forecasts indicate that the number of 
school aged children are likely to remain relatively stable at around 1,500 to 
1,600 students. 

 There are several housing developments being discussed and in the 
planning stage however it is anticipated that the current schooling network 
has capacity to cater for any population growth over the coming decade.  

 

Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 There is one kōhanga reo in this catchment. There is no formal schooling 
provision in the Katikati catchment. TKKM o Te Kura Kōkiri has proposed an 
offsite location for Year 1 – 13 students for up to 50 students hosted at local 
marae.  

 In 2021, over 20% of Māori students living in the Katikati catchment were 
engaged in Level 1 or 2 Māori medium education (up from 9% in 2019). The 
majority of these students were attending a satellite of TKKM o Te Kura 
Kokiri. 

 While the total number of MME learners is relatively low, there has been an 
increase in recent years.  

 

Enrolment schemes/zones  

  Katikati Primary School is the only school in this catchment that operates  
an enrolment scheme. The scheme was introduced in September 2017,  
and sees 2% of the total roll made up of out of zone enrolments in 2018  
and 2019.  

 

 

Engagement and collaboration 

 Three marae have come together (Pou Ārahi Group) to support the schools. 
A representative from this group is on the Katikati College board. 

 No schools within the catchment are members of a Kāhui Ako.  
 

Whānau are exercising choice 

 Aside from the local school options, whānau within this catchment often 
chose to travel to secondary schooling in Tauranga to access state 
integrated, Māori medium provision, or a single sex education. 

 

Secondary-tertiary pathways 

 The college provides pathways for further education, including tertiary 
programmes, Gateway, STAR and Industry Training Organisation courses. 
These provide options for senior students. 

 There is no satellite campus of a tertiary education facility and for those not 
engaged with the education system there are no alternative education 
programmes within the town. Students are required to travel to attend 
tertiary or alternative education. In the past, Katikati Māori Wardens have 
provided a bus to transport students to Toi Ohomai Institute of Technology in 
Tauranga, but generally, transport limitations may be seen as a barrier to 
access. 

 

Learning Support 

 Both the college and the primary school provide support for disadvantaged 
families to enable better access to learning. 

 Katikati College has a high proportion of students on its learning support 
register. 

 There are ongoing issues with student engagement which has led to a high 
rate of exclusions in the past. 

 Matahui school, a private school, is planning to close at the end of 2021.  
The school has a significant number of high needs and ORS registered 
students that will need to be mainly accommodated within the catchment. 

 

Early childhood education 

 Early childhood education is accessible and available in this catchment. At 
this time, no new centres planned to be built. Like other smaller rural towns, 
there are ongoing challenges around the recruitment and retention of quality 
ECE teachers and leaders. 

 

Wider network review  

 Planning is underway for a new primary and secondary school on the 
Ōmokoroa peninsula. As transport and enrolment scheme boundaries are 
reviewed, there may be flow on effects on local schools in this catchment. 

 

Here’s what is already underway to help us manage 
education provision in this catchment: 

 Katikati College has recently completed the first stage of a technology hub 
designed to provide technology education to not only secondary students, 
but to other full primary schools within the wider district. The second stage of 
development is underway. 

 

 The Katikati Innovative Horticulture Trust was established in 2019 to offer 
pathways into horticulture through a Katikati centre of excellence, which 
brings together educational, skills and training providers under one umbrella. 
Funding for this purpose-built facility is currently being sought from a range 
of agencies, industry and the community. The Centre, to be constructed at 
Katikati College, will be available for students as well as adults to develop 
careers in the horticulture industry. 

 

 A Limited Statutory Manager has been appointed to help Katikati College's 
board deal with complex governance matters.  
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Potential responses to shaping a stronger education system across the Katikati catchment

Wider network review 

 We will work to facilitate and strengthen relationships between all of the 
education providers in the catchment. 

 As planning for the establishment of a secondary school in Ōmokoroa south 
of Katikati progresses, the potential impacts of this on the wider network will 
be assessed and monitored. 

 

  

Educational support mechanisms 

 We will continue to support Katikati College with governance matters, and to 
implement the recommendations arising from the statutory intervention. 

 We will continue to assist all schools to strengthen governance, leadership 
and teaching capability, with a view to improving engagement and student 
outcomes. 

 

 Strengthening the Māori medium pathway 

 There is no local pathway for primary or secondary provision. There are 
aspirations to establish a pathway from kōhanga to wharekura in the 
catchment, including kura kaupapa Māori. 

 We plan to engage with the Katikati whānau, iwi, communities and the 
education sector to discuss options for future pathways for Māori medium 
provision. 

 

Learning Support 

 We will work with the sector to better understand the need for support 
services for students with additional learning support needs within this 
sector.  

 We will develop and implement a region wide Learning Support Plan.  
 

 Relationships with external agencies 

 We will support schools to foster and nurture relationships with local iwi.  

 We will continue to develop relationships with Council, tertiary sector, 
employers, early childhood education providers and other government 
agencies to align our work in the Katikati catchment, such as supporting 
initiatives like the Katikati Innovative Horticulture Trust. 

 We will continue to participate in and promote multi-agency approaches to 
issues such as disengagement and non-attendance of ākonga, and 
communicate clearly with school communities. 

 

Katikati: Steady and Stable 
Education Network Plan 

The Katikati Catchment Plan will meet the needs of New Zealand’s changing schooling 
network, benefiting an estimated 1,600 learners/ākonga each year over the next decade 
to 2030. There are 3 schools/kura in this catchment. 

July 2021 Primary Composite Secondary Specialist Total 

Number of schools 2 0 1 0 3 

Total funded roll 556 0 805 0 1,361 

MME Level 1 & 2 0 0 0 0 0 

ORS-funded roll 8 0 0 0 8 

Māori roll 126 0 154 0 280 

Pacific roll 47 0 33 0 80 

 

 


