
The National Education Goals (NEGs)
Where to find the requirements formerly included in the NEGs from 1 January 2023

Many of the NEGs are reflected and/or are supported by the National Curriculum (The New Zealand Curriculum and Te Marautanga o Aotearoa), which 
remains in place. The National Curriculum is specified through foundation curriculum policy statements and national curriculum statements, and is gazetted 
as secondary legislation. 

Through the refresh of national curriculum expectations for teaching and learning will be clarified. Implementing the refreshed curriculum will support 
schools and kura to give effect to the NELP in their locally developed curricula and marau ā-kura. Schools and kura will be supported to transition their 
monitoring and reporting to the refreshed curriculum.

Boards of designated character schools (section 204 of the Education and Training Act 2020) must also ensure their different character underpins the 
way the school or kura operates including in their local curriculum, teaching and learning programmes and in their strategic plan.



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

1. The highest standards of 
achievement, through programmes 
which enable all students to realise 
their full potential as individuals, 
and to develop the values needed 
to become full members of New 
Zealand’s society. 

Section 127(1)(a) and (d)(iii)
A board’s primary objectives in governing a school are to 
ensure that:

a. every student at the school is able to attain their highest possible standard 
in educational achievement

d. the school gives effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, including by:

iii. achieving equitable outcomes for Māori students.

Section 127(2)(b)
To meet the primary objectives, the board must:

b. give effect to its obligations in relation to:

i. any foundation curriculum statements, national curriculum statements, 
and national performance measures; and

ii. teaching and learning programmes; and

iii. monitoring and reporting students’ progress;

Section 164 Teaching and learning programmes
The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal 
and staff develop and implement teaching and learning programmes that:

a. give effect to any foundation curriculum policy statements and national 
curriculum statements made under section 90; and

b. give the school’s students access to a nationally and internationally 
recognised qualifications system.

Regulations will provide for equity and 
excellence in ākonga performance and will 
focus boards on ākonga whose needs have 
not been well met and their Tiriti obligations. 

Priority 2 
Have high aspirations for every learner/
ākonga, and support these by partnering 
with their whānau and communities to design 
and deliver education that responds to their 
needs, and sustains their identities, languages 
and cultures 

Priority 7
Collaborate with industries and employers 
to ensure learners/ ākonga have the skills, 
knowledge and pathways to succeed in work 



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

2. Equality of educational opportunity 
for all New Zealanders, by 
identifying and removing barriers 
to achievement. 

Section 127(1)(b)-(d)
A board’s primary objectives in governing a school are to 
ensure that:

b. the school:

i. is a physically and emotionally safe place for all students and staff; and

ii. gives effect to relevant student rights set out in this Act, the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, and the Human Rights Act 1993; and

iii. takes all reasonable steps to eliminate racism, stigma, bullying, and any 
other forms of discrimination within the school; and

c. the school is inclusive of, and caters for, students with differing needs; and

d. the school gives effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, including by:

i. working to ensure that its plans, policies, and local 
curriculum reflect local tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and te ao 
Māori; and

ii. taking all reasonable steps to make instruction available in tikanga Māori 
and te reo Māori; and

iii. achieving equitable outcomes for Māori students

Section 127(2)(b)
To meet the primary objectives, the board must:

b. give effect to its obligations in relation to:

i. any foundation curriculum statements, national curriculum statements, 
and national performance measures; and

ii. teaching and learning programmes; and

iii. monitoring and reporting students’ progress; 

Section 165 Monitoring of and reporting 
on student performance 
1. The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal and staff 

monitor and evaluate the performance of the 
school’s students. 

2. Monitoring and evaluating must include, but is not limited to, monitoring 
and evaluating the performance of the students in relation to:

a. any foundation curriculum policy statements and national curriculum 
statements published under section 90; and 

b. any qualifications system referred to in section 164(b) that is offered at 
the school. 

3. The board must ensure that information about a student’s performance is 
given to a parent of the student in a timely manner and in a form that is 
readily understandable. 

4. The board must report to the Secretary, to its school community, and to 
parents on the performance of the school’s students in accordance with 
any regulations made under section 639. 

Regulations may be created to add to the 
legislation. 

Priority 3 
Reduce barriers to education for all, including 
for Māori and Pacific learners/ākonga, 
disabled learners/ākonga and those with 
learning support needs 



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

3. Development of the knowledge, 
understanding and skills needed 
by New Zealanders to compete 
successfully in 
the modern, 
ever-changing world. 

Section 127(2)(b)
To meet the primary objectives, the board must:

b. give effect to its obligations in relation to:

i. any foundation curriculum statements, national curriculum statements, 
and national performance measures; and

ii. teaching and learning programmes; and

iii. monitoring and reporting students’ progress;

Section 164 Teaching and learning programmes
The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal and staff 
develop and implement teaching and learning programmes that:

a. give effect to any foundation curriculum policy statements and national 
curriculum statements made under section 90; and

b. give the school’s students access to a nationally and internationally 
recognised qualifications system.

Priority 4 
Ensure every learner/ ākonga gains sound 
foundation skills, including language, literacy 
and numeracy 

Priority 7 
Collaborate with industries and employers 
to ensure learners/ ākonga have the skills, 
knowledge and pathways to succeed in work 

4. A sound foundation in the early 
years for future learning and 
achievement through programmes 
which include support for parents 
in their vital role as their children’s 
first teachers. 

Section 127(2)(b)
To meet the primary objectives, the board must:

b. give effect to its obligations in relation to:

i. any foundation curriculum statements, national curriculum statements, 
and national performance measures; and

ii. teaching and learning programmes; and

iii. monitoring and reporting students’ progress;

Section 164 Teaching and learning programmes
The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal and staff 
develop and implement teaching and learning programmes that:

a. give effect to any foundation curriculum policy statements and national 
curriculum statements made under section 90; and

b. give the school’s students access to a nationally and internationally 
recognised qualifications system.

Priority 2 
Have high aspirations for every learner/
ākonga, and support these by partnering 
with their whānau and communities to design 
and deliver education that responds to their 
needs, and sustains their identities, languages 
and cultures 

Priority 4 
Ensure every learner/ ākonga gains sound 
foundation skills, including language, literacy 
and numeracy 



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

5. A broad education through a 
balanced curriculum covering 
essential learning areas. 
Priority should be given to the 
development of high levels of 
competence (knowledge and skills) 
in literacy and numeracy, science 
and technology and physical 
activity. 

Section 127(2)(b)
To meet the primary objectives, the board must:

b. give effect to its obligations in relation to:

i. any foundation curriculum statements, national curriculum statements, 
and national performance measures; and

ii. teaching and learning programmes; and

iii. monitoring and reporting students’ progress;

Section 164 Teaching and learning programmes 
The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal 
and staff develop and implement teaching and learning programmes that: 

a. give effect to any foundation curriculum policy statements and national 
curriculum statements made under section 90; and 

b. give the school’s students access to a nationally and internationally 
recognised qualifications system. 

There may be additional planning and 
reporting regulations created to give more 
detail to what is laid out in the Act. 

Priority 2 
Have high aspirations for every learner/
ākonga, and support these by partnering 
with their whānau and communities to design 
and deliver education that responds to their 
needs, and sustains their identities, languages 
and cultures 

Priority 4 
Ensure every learner/ ākonga gains sound 
foundation skills, including language, literacy 
and numeracy 



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

6. Excellence achieved through the 
establishment of clear learning 
objectives, monitoring student 
performance against those 
objectives, and programmes to 
meet individual need. 

Section 127(2)(b)
To meet the primary objectives, the board must:

b. give effect to its obligations in relation to:

i. any foundation curriculum statements, national curriculum statements, 
and national performance measures; and

ii. teaching and learning programmes; and

iii. monitoring and reporting students’ progress;

Section 164 Teaching and learning programmes 
The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal and staff 
develop and implement teaching and learning programmes that: 

a. give effect to any foundation curriculum policy statements and national 
curriculum statements published under section 90; and 

b. give the school’s students access to a nationally and internationally 
recognised qualifications system. 

Section 165 Monitoring of and reporting on student 
performance 
1. The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal and staff 

monitor and evaluate the performance of the school’s students. 

2. Monitoring and evaluating must include, but is not limited to, monitoring 
and evaluating the performance of the students in relation to:

a. any foundation curriculum policy statements and national curriculum 
statements published under section 90; and 

b. any qualifications system referred to in section 164(b) that is offered at 
the school. 

3. The board must ensure that information about a student’s performance is 
given to a parent of the student in a timely manner and in a form that is 
readily understandable. 

4. The board must report to the Secretary, to its school community, and to 
parents on the performance of the school’s students in accordance with 
any regulations made under section 639. 

There may be additional planning and 
reporting regulations to cover this 
requirement. 

Not covered in NELP 



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

7. Success in their learning for those 
with learning support needs by 
ensuring that they are identified 
and receive appropriate support.

Section 127(1)(c) 
A board’s primary objectives in governing a school are to 
ensure that:

c. the school is inclusive of, and caters for, students with differing needs; 

Section 165 Monitoring of and reporting on student 
performance 
1. The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal and staff 

monitor and evaluate the performance of the school’s students. 

2. Monitoring and evaluating must include, but is not limited to, monitoring 
and evaluating the performance of the students in relation to:

a. any foundation curriculum policy statements and national curriculum 
statements published under section 90; and 

b. any qualifications system referred to in section 164(b) that is offered at 
the school. 

3. The board must ensure that information about a student’s performance is 
given to a parent of the student in a timely manner and in a form that is 
readily understandable. 

4. The board must report to the Secretary, to its school community, and to 
parents on the performance of the school’s students in accordance with 
any regulations made under section 639. 

There may be additional planning and 
reporting regulations created to give more 
detail to what is laid out in the Act. 

Priority 2 
Have high aspirations for every learner/
ākonga, and support these by partnering 
with their whānau and communities to design 
and deliver education that responds to their 
needs, and sustains their identities, languages 
and cultures 

Priority 3 
Reduce barriers to education for all, including 
for Māori and Pacific learners/ākonga, 
disabled learners/ākonga and those with 
learning support needs 

Priority 6 
Develop staff to strengthen teaching, 
leadership and learner support capability 
across the education workforce 

8. Access for students to a nationally 
and internationally recognised 
qualifications system to encourage 
a high level of participation in post-
school education in New Zealand. 

Section 164(b)
The board of a school must ensure that the school’s principal 
and staff develop and implement teaching and learning programmes that: 

b. give the school’s students access to a nationally and internationally 
recognised qualifications system. 

Section 165(2)(b) 
Monitoring and evaluating must include, but is not limited to, monitoring and 
evaluating the performance of the students in relation to:

b. any qualifications system referred to in section 164(b) that is offered at 
the school.

Not covered in NELP 



National Education Goal Education and 
Training Act 2020 

Regulations  National Education Learning Pri-
orities (NELP) 

9. Increased participation and success 
by Māori through the advancement 
of Māori education initiatives, 
including education in te reo Māori, 
consistent with the principles of the 
Treaty of Waitangi. 

Section 127(1)(d) 
A board’s primary objectives in governing a school are to 
ensure that:

d. the school gives effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, including by: 

i. working to ensure that its plans, policies, and local curriculum reflect 
local tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, and te ao Māori; and 

ii. taking all reasonable steps to make instruction available in tikanga Māori 
and te reo Māori; and 

iii. achieving equitable outcomes for Māori students. 

There may be additional planning and 
reporting regulations created to give more 
detail to what is laid out in the Act. 

Priority 2 
Have high aspirations for every learner/
ākonga, and support these by partnering 
with their whānau and communities to design 
and deliver education that responds to their 
needs, and sustains their identities, languages 
and cultures 

Priority 3 
Reduce barriers to education for all, including 
for Māori and Pacific learners/ākonga, 
disabled learners/ākonga and those with 
learning support needs 

Priority 5 
Meaningfully incorporate te reo Māori and 
tikanga Māori into the everyday life of the 
place of learning 

10. Respect for the diverse ethnic and 
cultural heritage of New Zealand 
people, with acknowledgment of 
the unique place of Māori, and New 
Zealand’s role in the Pacific and 
as a member of the international 
community of nations. 

Section 127(1)(b)-(d) Objectives of boards in governing 
schools
A board’s primary objectives in governing a school are to 
ensure that:

b. the school:

i. is a physically and emotionally safe place for all students and staff; and

ii. gives effect to relevant student rights set out in this Act, the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990, and the Human Rights Act 1993; and

iii. takes all reasonable steps to eliminate racism, stigma, bullying, and any 
other forms of discrimination within the school; and

c. the school is inclusive of, and caters for, students with differing needs; and

d. the school gives effect to Te Tiriti o Waitangi, including by:

i. working to ensure that its plans, policies, and local 
curriculum reflect local tikanga Māori, mātauranga Māori, 
and te ao Māori; and

ii. taking all reasonable steps to make instruction available in tikanga Māori 
and te reo Māori; and

iii. achieving equitable outcomes for Māori students.

There may be additional planning and 
reporting regulations created to give more 
detail to what is laid out in the Act. 

Priority 1 
Ensure places of learning are safe, inclusive 
and free from racism, discrimination and 
bullying 

Priority 2 
Have high aspirations for every learner/
ākonga, and support these by partnering 
with their whānau and communities to design 
and deliver education that responds to their 
needs, and sustains their identities, languages 
and cultures 

Priority 5 
Meaningfully incorporate te reo Māori and 
tikanga Māori into the everyday life of the 
place of learning 


