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29 July 2022 

Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your email of 27 June 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information on initial teacher education (ITE):  

1. numbers entered for each of the providers by programme
2. numbers completing each programme
3. numbers broken down by subject.

On 28 June 2022, we clarified this to be the numbers enrolled for each provider – Secondary 
sector only – full-year enrolments for 2019-2021 and ‘as at April’ enrolments for 2019-2022, 
and completions by provider broken down by teaching subject for 2019-2021. 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

The ITE data attached as Appendix A represents domestic students enrolling in ITE for the 
first time or completing their first ITE qualification. This is because people can enrol in and 
complete additional ITE qualifications throughout their career, and these people will already 
be qualified to teach. Looking at students enrolling in ITE for the first time and people 
completing their first ITE qualification gives a sense of the number and characteristics of 
people who may be available to join the teaching workforce for the first time in the future. 

For more detail about how the Ministry compiles the ITE enrolment and completion data, see 
educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/initial-teacher-education-statistics. 

There are specific notes about the data under each of the Tables provided, but some key 
points to note are that: 

• In some cases, the teaching sector of an ITE student/graduate has been derived
from the underlying courses studied by a student, so should be seen as indicative
only.

• Data in the tables, including totals, has been rounded to the nearest 5 to protect the
privacy of individuals, so the sum of individual counts may not add to the total.

In terms of what the data provided shows, the significant increase in first-time ITE domestic 
students in 2021 likely reflects the impact of COVID-19 and students seeking to enrol in ‘safe 
haven’ programmes during times of economic uncertainty and border closures. 

http://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/statistics/initial-teacher-education-statistics
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Participation in tertiary education increased in general in 2021, with some of the largest 
increases being in the area of teacher education (enrolments in early childhood education 
and primary ITE also increased significantly). 
 
The border reopening and low unemployment have likely contributed to the downturn in ITE 
enrolments seen in the as at April 2022 data. The pattern of an increase in enrolments in 
2021 and a decrease in enrolments in 2022 reflects a wider pattern of participation seen in   
provider-based tertiary education in New Zealand. 
 
The data tables that have been provided are as set out below. 
 
 
Table 1: Number of domestic students enrolling in an ITE qualification for the first 
time by provider – secondary, full year 
This table shows the number of domestic students enrolling in an ITE qualification for the 
first time in that year who were in secondary sector teaching programmes. This is provided 
in total and by ITE provider for the period 2019 to 2021. 
 
Table 2: Number of domestic students enrolling in an ITE qualification for the first 
time by provider – secondary, as at April 
Table 2 presents the number of domestic students enrolled in an ITE qualification for the first 
time as at April in a year. This is provided in total and by ITE provider for the period 2019 to 
2022. The ‘as at April’ data should be treated as indicative only, as people can enrol in some 
secondary programmes after April in a year. Also, tertiary providers can revise the data 
provided later in the year.  
 
Table 3: Number of domestic students completing an ITE qualification for the first 
time by provider – secondary 
Table 3 shows the number of domestic students completing an ITE qualification for the first 
time who have specialised in the secondary teaching sector. This is provided in total and by 
ITE provider for the period 2019 to 2021.  
 
Table 4: Number of domestic students completing an ITE qualification for the first 
time by provider and teaching subjects – secondary 
Table 4 shows the teaching subjects of domestic students completing an ITE qualification for 
the first time who have specialised in the secondary teaching sector. Both the broad and 
detailed teaching subjects are presented. This is provided in total and by ITE provider for the 
period 2019 to 2021. Please note that providers can report up to three teaching subjects, so 
the sum of individual subject areas may not add to the overall total. 
 
Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes official information responses on our 
website. As such, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your 
name and contact details will be removed. 
 
  



 

 
education.govt.nz 

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my 
decision on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing 
to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, 
Wellington 6143. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 

 
 
 
 

 
Katrina Sutich 
Group Manager 
Te Puna Kaupapahere | Policy 

mailto:info@ombudsman.parliament.nz
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