


education.govt.nz 

3. How many students, by school decile are learning in ILEs for a majority of their
time each week at school?

4. How many ILEs are designed to accommodate students, in the following
ranges if possible: 31-50, 51-75, 76-100, 101-150, 151-200, 201+
If data are not readily available for the ranges listed above, please provide data
for whatever ranges are available

5. What is the maximum number of students that any classroom learning
environment currently operating in a New Zealand State School is designed to
accommodate?

6. How much money has been spent on building ILEs since in each year since
2010 inclusive?

The Ministry does not record, track, or monitor the design aspects of the property portfolio at 
a national level. The metrics we do track nationally are the number of teaching spaces and 
the number of student places, but these do not make distinctions on the design aspects.  

Using the definition of ILE you have provided in your request, an ILE will be indistinguishable 
in this data from cellular teaching spaces, i.e. three teaching spaces in a flexible learning 
space will look the same in the data as three cellular teaching spaces. 

To provide an accurate answer under the definition of an ILE provided by you, the Ministry 
would require either information from schools that identifies the status of each class 
environment as containing multiple teaching spaces, single-cell, or some hybrid 
configuration in terms of the actual use of the environment, or accurate class-size 
information based on the physical environment learners occupy.  

As such, these parts of your request have been refused under section 18(g) of the Act, as 
the Ministry does not hold this information, and I have no grounds for believing that it is 
either held by or more closely related to the functions of another department or 
interdepartmental venture or Minister of the Crown or organisation, or by a local authority. 

Questions seven to twelve 

For these questions, we have responded based on research and analysis that the Ministry 
either specifically used, was involved in, or undertook itself. Research and analysis beyond 
this, even that undertaken in New Zealand, is beyond our scope. The overlap between some 
of the questions means that research and analysis referred to under specific questions may 
be relevant to multiple questions. We have aimed to point to work under the question where 
it is most relevant.  

7. What research or analysis regarding the educational effects of ILEs was
undertaken prior to investing in their establishment? Please provide links to
data and outcomes of any such research or analysis.

The Ministry has considered a range of international research in the benefits of flexible 
learning spaces; in particular, Kenn Fisher1 in Australia and Prakash Nair2 in the United 
States. 

1 Fisher, Ken. (2005) Linking pedagogy and space.  Learning Futures Rubida Research Pty Ltd 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/documents/school/principals/infrastructure/pedagogyspace.pdf 
2 Nair, Prakash. (2017) Design for learning in the creative age. TEDx Guilford College  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rA92x YJ9A 
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8. What research or analysis has been conducted on the effectiveness of
operational ILEs in New Zealand? Please provide links to data and outcomes of
any such research or analysis.

As regards research or analysis funded by the Ministry, the Innovative Learning 
Environments and Teacher Change (ILETC) programme (2016-2021) was funded by the 
Australian Research Council’s Linkage Projects scheme, co-funded by the Ministry along 
with 16 other partners in Australia, Sweden and the United States. The programme primarily 
focused on how teachers can utilise ILEs more effectively. All reports are publicly available 
at: http://www.iletc.com.au/. 

As regards research or analysis undertaken by the Ministry, several reports and resources 
are available that explore the relationship between teaching and learning and the physical 
environment: https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/projects-and-
design/design/designing-learning-environments/case-studies/. 

The Ministry has also commissioned post-occupancy evaluations of new or major 
developments, which are available at: https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-
transport/projects-and-design/design/design-standards/post-occupancy-evaluations-of-
school-building-projects/. 

Some elements of these reports will also be relevant to question 9. 

9. What research or analysis has been undertaken regarding teachers’, students’
or parents’ views of ILEs? Please provide links to data and outcomes of any
such research or analysis.

As regards students’ views, the Voices of young people report, which was published as part 
of Kōrero Mātauranga, contains a section on learning environments at page 4: 
https://conversation.education.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/Voices-of-young-people-report-
summary-V2.pdf. 

The Team teaching and innovative learning environments research report, published from 
data in the Teaching and School Practices Survey Tool, contains insight on teachers’ views 
of ILEs: https://www.nzcer.org.nz/research/publications/team-teaching-and-innovative-
learning-environments-findings-nzcer-2019. 

We are not aware of any research or evidence on parents’ views. 

10. Has the Ministry used external consultants in the process of designing and
establishing ILEs? If so, please provide detail on the nature of the work and
any resulting outputs.

The Ministry engages external consultants as part of the design process for new school 
buildings. Once it is agreed that a new building or new classroom provision is required, the 
high-level process is as follows: 

i. The Ministry confirms a property brief
ii. The school establishes an education brief, often with the support of an educationalist

or education advisor
iii. An Architect/Designer experienced in school design is engaged to work with the

Ministry and the school to develop a design in line with the property and education
brief

iv. The school and the Ministry work with the designer through the design process
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v. The Ministry manages the build and hands over the facilities to the school when
completed

vi. The school engages in professional development as identified by themselves prior to
and post occupation of the new building.

11. Has the Ministry ever used data from the Integrated Data Infrastructure to
evaluate the educational outcomes of students learning in ILEs? Please
provide links to data and outcomes of any such evaluation.

No, the Ministry has not used this data. 

12. Has the Ministry ever undertaken comparative studies to assess how New
Zealand’s ILEs compare against similar learning environments internationally?
Please provide links to data and outcomes of any such research or analysis.

The Ministry has not directly undertaken international comparative studies on ILEs. The 
survey component of the ILETC research, “Technical report 1/17 – Survey Report” includes 
schools from both Australia and New Zealand. The report contains some comparisons 
between the two countries. 

Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes official information responses on our 
website. As such, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your 
name and contact details will be removed. 

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my 
decision on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing 
to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, 
Wellington 6143. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Scott Evans 
Hautū | Deputy Secretary 
Te Puna Hanganga, Matihiko | Infrastructure and Digital 



Appendix A 

Full Official Information Act request details: 

The following information is requested under the Official Information Act (OIA) in relation to 
Innovative Learning Environments (ILEs) in New Zealand State Schools. For the purposes of 
this request, an ILE is any classroom designed to be occupied by more students would 
normally be in a class with a single teacher under a standard teacher-student ratio. 

Please treat each of these related questions as a separate OIA request, so that questions 
that take longer to answer do not delay the provision of information for other questions. 

1. How many schools of each type (contributing primary, full primary, intermediate,
secondary) have ILEs for at least some of their classrooms?

2. How many students, by Year Level, are learning in ILEs for a majority of their time
each week at school?

3. How many students, by school decile are learning in ILEs for a majority of their time
each week at school?

4. How many ILEs are designed to accommodate students, in the following ranges if
possible:

 31-50
 51-75
 76-100
 101-150
 151-200
 201+

If data are not readily available for the ranges listed above, please provide data for 
whatever ranges are available. 

5. What is the maximum number of students that any classroom learning environment
currently operating in a New Zealand State School is designed to accommodate?

6. How much money has been spent on building ILEs since in each year since 2010
inclusive?

7. What research or analysis regarding the educational effects of ILEs was undertaken
prior to investing in their establishment? Please provide links to data and outcomes of
any such research or analysis.

8. What research or analysis has been conducted on the effectiveness of operational
ILEs in New Zealand? Please provide links to data and outcomes of any such
research or analysis.

9. What research or analysis has been undertaken regarding teachers’, students’ or
parents’ views of ILEs? Please provide links to data and outcomes of any such
research or analysis.

10. Has the Ministry used external consultants in the process of designing and
establishing ILEs? If so, please provide detail on the nature of the work and any
resulting outputs.

11. Has the Ministry ever used data from the Integrated Data Infrastructure to evaluate
the educational outcomes of students learning in ILEs? Please provide links to data
and outcomes of any such evaluation.

12. Has the Ministry ever undertaken comparative studies to assess how New Zealand’s
ILEs compare against similar learning environments internationally? Please provide
links to data and outcomes of any such research or analysis.




