
Wellington National Office, 1 The Terrace, Levels 5 to 14, Wellington 6011 
PO Box 1666, Wellington 6140, DX SR51201 Phone: +64 4 463 8000  

1/03/2024 

Tēnā koe  

OIA: 1321244 – Overseas Relocation Grant and Overseas Finders Fee 

Thank you for your email of 18 January 2024 to the Ministry of Education (the Ministry) requesting 
the following information relating to the Overseas Relocation Grant and Overseas Finders Fee:  

1. How much money has been spent on each of these, annually since 2019 or FY2019.
2. How many teachers have used each of these, annually since 2019 or FY2019.
3. How many teachers have relocated from overseas, annually since 2019 or FY2019.
4. Can you point me towards any other formal steps, schemes, initiatives taken by MOE for

attracting overseas teachers.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

Please refer to the tables below relating to questions one and two of your request. Table 1 sets 
out the annual amounts and number of Overseas Relocation Grants (ORG) that were paid to 
overseas teachers from Financial Year 2019 to Financial Year 2023. Table 2 sets out the annual 
amounts and number of Overseas Finders Fees (OFF) that were paid to schools or early learning 
centres (which were eligible from Financial Year 2023). 

Table 1: Overseas Relocation Grants 

Year Grants Expenditure
2019 568 $2.6m 

2020 523 $2.4m 

2021 162 $1.2m 

2022 11 $0.1m 

2023 609 $5.2m 
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Table 2: Overseas Finders Fee 

Year Grants Expenditure 

2019 274 $0.9m 

2020 248 $0.8m 

2021 21 $0.1m 

2022 0 $0 

2023 354 $1.2m 

We note that as of 1 February 2024, an email was sent to you advising that question three of your 
request had been formally transferred to the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment 
(MBIE) in accordance with section 14(b)(i) of the Act, as we had determined that the information 
requested is more closely connected with the functions of their department. 

Regarding question four of your request, since late 2022, the Ministry has been actively 
encouraging qualified overseas teachers to come to Aotearoa New Zealand to teach as part of our 
wider teacher attraction programme. The latest activity has led to an increase in the number of 
people contacting our dedicated navigator service by 400% and over 75,000 unique visitors to our 
website. Access to this website can be found using the following link: 
https://careers.education.govt.nz/teach-in-new-zealand/.  

Our campaign runs throughout the year with increased levels of activity at key times that align with 
the target countries’ academic calendar. Our campaign also runs at key times such as the end of 
school holidays and in the post-Christmas period. 

The Ministry has worked with the MBIE to change immigration settings for temporary and 
residence immigration pathways to Aotearoa New Zealand for overseas teachers. The Accredited 
Employer Work Visa (AEWV) makes overseas teachers eligible for residence under the Green List 
Work to Residence pathway after two years working in Aotearoa New Zealand. The Skilled Migrant 
Category (SMC) allows most teachers eligibility for a 1-3 years residence pathway. The Ministry 
has also funded the following initiatives to smooth overseas teacher recruitment: 

• A dedicated navigator service to help interested teachers and schools navigate the steps 
required and answer questions or concerns. 

• Additional processing roles at the New Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA), Teaching 
Council and Education Payroll Limited (EPL) to reduced processing times for overseas 
teachers’ assessments. 

• 1,200 fee-free teaching International Qualification Assessment (IQA) packages assessed 
by the New Zealand Qualifications Authority in the 2023/24 financial year, after funding 
2,400 places in 2022/23. The 1,200 free teaching IQA packages are capped at 200 places 
each month in order for the NZQA to provide timely evaluation. 

• An updated website explaining the steps involved in relocating to teach in Aotearoa New 
Zealand has been launched. 
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You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my decision on your request, in accordance 
with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to 
Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 

Thank you again for your email. If you have further questions please feel free to contact our media 
team in the first instance at media.team@education.govt.nz. 

Nāku noa, nā 

 

 
 
Anna Welanyk 
Hautū | Deputy Secretary 
Te Pou Ohumahi Mātauranga | Education Workforce 
 




