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sector, and 91% are privately owned. In 2022, 71 home-based services closed, representing 45% 

of all closures.  

There has always been a pattern of services opening and closing, particularly in the home-based 

sector. Changes to home-based licences in June 2022 that require educators to hold a recognised 

home-based service qualification, and COVID-19 impacts on educators’ households, may have led 

some large providers with multiple licences to consolidate and close licences.  

Comparison of all voluntary closures for the years 2021 and 2022 between Community 

Based Services vs Privately Owned Services 

 

The table below compares the percentage of Community Based and Privately Owned services that 

closed voluntarily as a proportion of total closures in each of these types of service in 2021 and 

2022. 

 

Percentage of services that closed voluntarily 

Community Based services  Privately Owned Services 

2021 87% 2021 67% 

2022 98% 2022 72% 

 

Overall, there has been a growth in the total number of early learning services, from 4,541 in 2016 

to 4,597 in 2022. This represents a 1% increase in the number of licensed early learning services 

since 2016, as can be seen in the 2022 ECE Census results on the Education Counts website at 

the following link: https://www.educationcounts.govt.nz/ data/assets/pdf file/0010/219916/ 

2022-Census-Early-Learning-Services-Fact-Sheet.pdf. 

Please note, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and 

contact details will be removed. 

Thank you again for your email.  

Nāku noa, nā 

 

Stephanie Ramirez 

Acting General Manager, Network and Regulatory 

Te Mahau | Te Pae Aronui (Operations and Integration)  




