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OIA: 1319495 – Partnership school evaluations and funding 2013 - 2018  

Thank you for your letter of 28 November 2023 to the Ministry of Education (the Ministry) 
requesting the following information:  

1. The total amount spent on the Partnership school/Kura Hourua initiative, broken down by 
year, from 2008 onwards. 

a. A further break down of this spending accounting for: 
i. [1.1] Costs to the Ministry for operationalising and implementing the 

initiative, including expenses incurred by working groups (such as the New 
Zealand Model of Charter School Working Group, and the Partnership 
Schools/Kura Hourua Working group, and any others) from 2008 onwards 

ii. [1.2] Funding received by Partnership Schools/Kura Hourua toward 
establishment costs  

2. The total amount of funding received by each Partnership School/Kura Hourua from 1 
January 2013 onwards, broken down by year. 

3. The total per student funding received by each Partnership School/Kura Hourua from 1 
January 2013 onwards, broken down by year. 
 

In addition, can you please provide: 
4. Advice or evaluations from the Ministry concerning 

a. The performance of Partnership Schools/Kura Hourua 
b. The cost of the model/initiative, including any cost benefit analyses and/or 

considerations of the effectiveness of the investment 
c. The extent to which Partnership Schools/Kura Hourua engaged in innovation and 

innovative teaching practices 
d. Any other advice or evaluations concerning the quality of teaching and learning at 

Partnership Schools/Kura Hourua. 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).  

In response to part 1.1 of your request, we are providing the total Departmental expenditure by 
financial year for the operationalising and implementation of partnership schools. This includes the 
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July rolls. We note that, in both partnership and State schools, funding per student tends to be high 
for small schools due to base funding and minimum staffing levels. It tends to be high in the first 
few years of any school as rolls gradually build towards their expected level and funding is initially 
based on that level, rather than the actual roll. Funding per student for partnership schools was not 
atypical for schools of similar size and decile for most partnership schools after they had been 
operating for several years.  

Please refer to our previous letter of 17 January 2024, in which we responded to part four of your 
request.  

Please note, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and 
contact details will be removed. 

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my decision 
on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing to 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 

Nāku noa, nā 

 

 
 
Jennifer Fraser 
General Manager, Schools Policy 
Te Pou Kaupapahere | Policy 










