
 

Auckland Office, Level 3, 12-18 Normanby Road, Mt Eden, Auckland 1024 
Private Bag 92644, Symonds Street, Auckland 1149 Phone: +64 9 632 9400  

27/01/2023 

Tēnā koe  

OIA: 1302051 – Auckland North Shore Swimming Pools 

Thank you for your email of 12 December 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information:  

1. How many Schools on Auckland North Shore have a swimming pool on school grounds 
and how many are fully function. Please list this by school. 

2. How much have these schools received in funding, by year, to maintain and operate pool 
facilities. Please list this by school. 

3. Of those schools without on site pool facilities, how many of their pupils are registered for 
swimming lessons off site facilitated by their school. 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).  

I am refusing Question 1 of your request under section 18(d) of the Act, as the information 
requested is publicly available. This information has been released in past responses to Official 
Information requests, in the form of searchable Excel spreadsheets. Of particular relevance to your 
request, please see the following links, which provide a list of school swimming pools. This list can 
be searched and sorted as per your request:  

 Previous Official Information Act response: 
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-
releases/responses-to-Official-Information-Act-requests/13000421300043-OIA-Memo-and-
Response-signed-SFRedacted.pdf  

 List of active school pools: 
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.education.govt
.nz%2Fpublic%2FDocuments%2Four-work%2Finformation-releases%2Fresponses-to-
Official-Information-Act-requests%2FAppendix-A-v6.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

  



 

 List of schools that have ceased using their pools in the last five years: 
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.education.govt
.nz%2Fpublic%2FDocuments%2Four-work%2Finformation-releases%2Fresponses-to-
Official-Information-Act-requests%2FAppendix-B.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK 

In response to Question 2 of your request, please see Appendix A for a list of Property 
Maintenance Grant (PMG) swimming pool maintenance funding that North Shore Ward schools 
received for the past five years. The Ministry provides PMG to schools and kura as part of their 
operational funding.  

School boards and proprietors are responsible for overseeing their school property maintenance.  

Maintenance includes 

 General maintenance and painting for school buildings 

 Ground maintenance 

 Swimming pool maintenance 

Swimming pool maintenance is calculated based on the cubic capacity of Ministry-owned or state-
integrated swimming pools, and is GST inclusive.  

Further information about PMG funding can be found on the Ministry’s website here: 
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/maintenance-repairs-
security/property-maintenance/.  

Regarding Question 3 of your request, the Ministry provides schools and kura with operational 
funding to run their school and to achieve the objectives specified in their charter. Funding is not 
specifically provided for swimming lessons. School boards are responsible for the financial 
governance of their school, including how best to utilise their operational funding to meet the needs 
of their students. Schools and kura that are not in the donations scheme are able to request a 
donation toward the cost of swimming. Parents can choose to pay a donation in part, in full or not 
at all.  

As funding is not specifically provided to schools for swimming lessons, schools are not required to 
report how many students are registered for swimming lessons. I am therefore refusing this aspect 
of your request under section 18(g) of the Act, as the information requested is not held by the 
Ministry, and I have no grounds for believing that it is either held by or more closely related to the 
functions of another department or organisation subject to the Act.  

Individual schools may record and hold this information, and you may wish to contact them directly 
to request this.  

Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As such, we 
may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact details 
will be removed. 
  



 

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my decision 
on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing to 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
 
 
 
Sam Fowler 
Head of Property 
Te Puna Hanganga, Matihiko | Infrastructure and Digital 
 




