
National data  

1. How many different suspended/excluded/expelled children has MOE helped to place in 
another school/get back to school in each of the following years: 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, 
2022. 

Year 

Number of students 
returned to suspending 
school 

Number of students 
enrolled at a new 
school 

2018 67 320 

2019 51 359 

2020 51 204 

2021 55 184 

2022 32 165 
*  Back-to-school criterion is based on the outcome being either 'Returned to suspending school' or 

'Enrolled at new school'. 
**  ‘Number of students’ counts the student once for each year, e.g. if the student is suspended in 

two different years, they will be counted once for each of those years. 
*** Only records where ‘Placed by’ criterion equates to ‘Ministry’ have been included in this set. 

 
2. A breakdown of the above by school level (primary, intermediate, secondary, special) that 

MOE has helped to place, and by region. 

School type 

Number of students 
returned to suspending 
school 

Number of students 
enrolled at a new 
school 

Composite 15 54 

Primary 58 559 

Secondary 180 592 

Special x x 
*  ‘Number of students’ counts the student once for each school type across years 2018, 2019, 

2020, 2021, 2022. 
**  Only records where ‘Placed by’ criterion equates to ‘Ministry’ have been included in this set. 

 

Region 

Number of students 
returned to 
suspending school 

Number of students 
enrolled at a new 
school 

Tai Tokerau 10 288 

Auckland 25 62 

Waikato 62 244 

Bay of Plenty/Waiariki x 62 

Hawke's Bay/Tairāwhiti 19 46 

Taranaki/Whanganui/Manawatū 54 110 

Wellington 17 46 

Nelson/Marlborough/West Coast 12 138 

Canterbury/Chatham Islands 50 118 

Otago/Southland 10 87 
*  ‘Number of students’ counts the student once for each region across years 2018, 2019, 2020, 

2021, 2022. 
**  Only records where ‘Placed by’ criterion equates to ‘Ministry’ have been included in this set. 
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3. Five examples of why the children were suspended in 2021/2022. 

Behaviour 

Continual Disobedience 

Drugs (including substance abuse) 

Other harmful or dangerous behaviour 

Physical assault on other students 

Physical assault on staff 
*  These are the top five ‘Behaviour’ reasons for 2021 and 2022, in no particular order. 

 
4. What was the average length of time these children (children MOE has helped to place in 

school/get back to school) had been out of school in 2022? 

 Answer: 38.5 days 
* This is calculated by totalling the number of suspended days and dividing it by the number of 

suspensions for the dataset. 
**  Only records where ‘Placed by’ criterion equates to ‘Ministry’ have been included in this set. 

 
5. What was the longest time a child was suspended/excluded/expelled from school in 2022? 

` Answer: 139 days 
Why? 

 Answer: ‘Physical assault on other students’ 
In which region? 

 Answer: Auckland 
Is this child in school now?  

 Answer: No - ‘Early Leaving Exemption’ 
* This represents one suspended/excluded/expelled record.  
** By law, children in New Zealand aged 6 to 16 years old must be enrolled in school. However, in 

some circumstances, students aged 15 are permitted to leave school to follow a different 
pathway. The early leaving exemption (ELX) is for students aged 15 who are intending to follow a 
successful pathway outside the formal school system. This may include employment or a training 
course. The rules for obtaining an early leaving exemption are very strict, and it is important that 
parents, caregivers and whānau have looked at and discussed all the other options to help their 
child stay at school and gain a qualification first. 

 
6. What was the shortest time a child was suspended/excluded/expelled from school in 2022?  

 Answer: 2 Days 
In which region?   

 Answer: Otago/Southland 
Is this child in school now?  

 Answer: Yes - ‘Enrolled at new school’ 
* There are multiple students in this category, and we have provided one example. 

 
7. How old was the youngest child MOE was working with in 2021/2022? 

 Answer: 5 years 
How long had they been out of school and why? 

 Answer: 10 Days  
Why? 

 Answer: Physical assault on staff 
Is this child in school now?  

 Answer: Yes - ‘Enrolled at new school’ 
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DATA CAVEATS: 
• Data has been extracted on 19th January 2023. 

• Data is live and subject to change.  

• Students may have multiple incidents throughout each year. Incidents may be for 

different regions, schools, ages, and behaviour reasons. 

• Exclusions and expulsions are recorded as subsets of suspensions and are included in 
these figures.  

• Students are only counted once in “Number of students” suspended in each year.  

• It is important to note that suspensions, exclusions and expulsions are not measures 
of student behaviour but measures of a school’s reaction to such behaviours. What 
one school may choose to suspend for, another may not. The number of these 
events should not be used as a proxy measure for total student behaviour. 

• Privacy rules for student counts less than 5 have been applied to ensure an 
individual student cannot be identified. Subsequently privacy rules have also been 
applied to other counts so that you are unable to reverse calculate from totals. An 
"x" denotes a masked cell. 

• Note the numbers in questions 1 and 2 will not total across these tables, as a 
student could belong to one or many of the categories in the different tables, e.g. 
Year, School type or Region. 
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Waikato data 

1. Five examples of why the children were suspended in 2021/2022 

Behaviour 

Continual Disobedience 

Drugs (including substance abuse) 

Other harmful or dangerous behaviour 

Physical assault on other students 

Weapons 
*  These are the top five ‘Behaviour’ reasons for 2021 and 2022, in no particular order. 

 
2. What was the average length of time these children (children MOE has helped to place in 

school/get back to school) had been out of school in 2022? 

 Answer: 36 days 
* This is calculated by totalling the number of suspended days and dividing it by the number of 

suspensions for the dataset. 
**   Only records where ‘Placed by’ criteria equate to ‘Ministry’ have been included in this set. 

 
3. What was the longest time a child was suspended/excluded/expelled from school in 2022? 

 Answer: 93 days  
Why? 

 Answer: ‘Arson’.  
* This represents the longest case currently suspended in 2022. There has been a lot of inter-

agency work involved to support this student and extended whanau, meetings held at end of 
2022 to look at enrolment at a new school for start of 2023. The case is waiting for confirmation 
of enrolment. 

 
4. What was the shortest time a child was suspended/excluded/expelled from school in 

2022?    
 Answer: 2 Days.  
* The suspension was lifted with conditions by the Board and the student was returned to the 

suspending school. They are still enrolled with their school. 
**  There are multiple students in this category, and we have provided one example. 

 
5. How old was the youngest child MOE was working with in 2021/2022? 

 Answer: 5 years 
How long had they been out of school and why? 

 Answer: 10 Days  
Why? 

 Answer: Physical assault on staff 
Is this child in school now?  

 Answer: Yes - ‘Enrolled at new school’ 
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