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Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your email of 26 September 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information:  

1. Any guidance given to primary schools by the ministry in relation to vapes or
electronic cigarette devices since they were banned in November 2020.

2. Any figures held by the ministry around the number of vape or electronic cigarette
devices that are being found or confiscated by primary schools? Particularly, any
figures from 2022.

3. Any communications within the ministry, not limited to but including emails, notes,
and documents, concerning vapes and electronic cigarettes at primary schools from
2022.

4. Any advice given to the minister by the ministry concerning policy around primary
schools and vapes or electronic cigarettes in 2022.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

The Ministry publishes Education Bulletins on its website as a key channel for providing 
guidance to the sector. These can be found here: https://bulletins.education.govt.nz/. While 
this information is publicly available, in response to part one of your request, we have 
supplied extracts from bulletins that relate to the Smokefree Environments and Regulated 
Products Act 1990 amendment in November 2020. These are attached as Appendix A. 
Information includes Smokefree details on the Ministry of Health website, notification of 
signage being displayed, and where to place orders for Smokefree stickers. 

We have also supplied an article from the 28 February 2022 issue of the Education Gazette, 
the government website for education news, titled Education, support and policy change to 
address vaping. This is supplied as Appendix B. 

Regarding part two of your request, as schools are self-governing through their boards, they 
are not required to report this information to the Ministry. Boards set the policies and 
procedures for the school, including ensuring that legislative requirements are met, and 
processes to guide how to respond when these are breached. With this in mind, I am 
refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the Act, as the document alleged to 
contain the information requested does not exist.  

Regarding part three of your request, the only correspondence identified within the Ministry 
regarding vapes and electronic cigarettes at primary schools related to the guidance 
publication in 2021 as shared in the appendices. To search for all correspondence on this 
matter within the Ministry, would likely require an unreasonable substantial collation and 
research. I am therefore refusing this part of your request under section 18(f) of the Act.  
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