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From: Enquiries National
Sent: Tuesday, 6 September 2022 1:48 pm
To:
Subject: OIA 1293416 - Evaluations of Healthy School Lunch Programme

Categories:

Tēnā koe 

Thank you for your email of 11 August 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the following information: 

1. Please provide me with any evaluations done of the NZ Healthy School Lunch Programme since May, 2021.
Please include, but do not limit my request to, evaluations done of the lunch programme in secondary schools.

2. Please provide me with any feedback from schools, discussion amongst officials, and documents including advice
to ministers, that suggest withdrawing the Lunch programme from secondary schools or revising it considerably.

3. Please also tell me how many, if any, secondary schools have withdrawn from the programme.

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

For the first part of your request, we have identified the following document: 
 Ka Ora Ka Ako | Healthy School Lunches: interim report.

This report is publicly available, and is therefore refused under section 18(d) of the Act. The interim (initial) evaluation 
of the programme showed ‘large benefits’ for all students in respect of the quality of food being eaten, and in reducing 
hunger. It also found that ‘large gains’ in mental wellbeing were made by the most disadvantaged students. On average, 
students experienced ‘small but significant’ improvements in their overall health, quality of life, and physical and 
emotional wellbeing. You can read more about the initial evaluation and access the report at Ka Ora Ka Ako | Healthy 
School Lunches: interim report – Education in New Zealand.  

A second evaluation is currently underway, and will investigate wellbeing in secondary school students, impacts on 
attendance across all year levels, and present case studies on stories of greatest change for whānau. The results of this 
evaluation are expected in late 2022 and the evaluation report is expected to be published by the end of the year. 

For the second part of your request, there has been no feedback from schools, discussion amongst officials or 
documents suggesting withdrawing or considerably revising the Ka Ora, Ka Ako | Healthy School Lunches programme. 
We are therefore refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the Act, as the document alleged to contain 
the information requested does not exist.  

The Ministry will be preparing advice on the future of the programme. As part of this, the Ministry intends to provide 
specific advice on the programme in secondary schools, given that they were not included in the pilot or assessed as 
part of the initial evaluation. Officials are awaiting the results of the second evaluation before preparing this advice. 

Regarding the third part of your request, no secondary schools have withdrawn from the programme. 

Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes official information responses on our website. As such, we may 
publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and contact details will be removed. 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



2

You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review our decision on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the 
Act. You can do this by writing to Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143 or to 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz. 
 
Thank you again for your email. If you have further questions, please feel free to contact our media team in the first 
instance at media.team@education.govt.nz.  
 
Nāku noa, nā, 

Official and Parliamentary Information | Ministry of Education | ED  
education.govt.nz 
 
He mea tārai e mātou te mātauranga kia rangatira ai, kia mana taurite ai ōna huanga  
We shape an education system that delivers equitable and excellent outcomes  
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
Hi Min of Ed, can you please provide me with any evaluations done of the NZ Healthy School Lunch Programme since 
May, 2021. Please include, but do not limit my request to, evaluations done of the lunch programme in secondary 
schools. 
 
Separately, please provide me with any feedback from schools, discussion amongst officials, and documents including 
advice to ministers, that suggest withdrawing the Lunch programme from secondary schools or revising it considerably. 
 
Please also tell me how many, if any, secondary schools have withdrawn from the programme. Many thanks,  

______________________________________________________________________ 
 
This email and any attachments are strictly confidential and subject to copyright. They may contain privileged 
information. If you are not the intended recipient please delete the message and notify the sender. You should not read, 
copy, use, change, alter or disclose this email or its attachments without authorisation. The company and any related or 
associated companies do not accept any liability in connection with this email and any attachments including in 
connection with computer viruses, data corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access or unauthorised 
amendment. Any views expressed in this email and any attachments do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
company or the views of any of our related or associated companies.  
 
Any information contained in this e-mail in relation to an advertising booking are subject to, and should be read in 
conjunction with, our standard advertising Terms & Conditions  
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