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Thank you for your email of 4 July 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the following 
information:  
 

• The briefing note linked here discusses concerns that were raised last year by the 
former members of the Independent Taskforce which carried out the review of 
Tomorrow’s Schools.  

• It specifically mentions a "paper provided to you by Bali Haque for this meeting 
outlined concerns about how the curriculum centre has developed and the 
curriculum work programme". 

• Under the OIA can I please be provided with all correspondence and documentation 
held by the Ministry in which the taskforce or its former members discuss concerns 
they have raised about the implementation of the reforms - including but not limited 
to the above paper? This should be from July 2019 to the present 

 
Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).  
 
We have identified eight documents in scope of, or relevant to your request for 
correspondence and documentation held by the Ministry in which the taskforce or its former 
members discuss concerns they have raised about the implementation of the reforms. These 
are set out with my decision as to their release in the attached Appendix A Document 
Table. 
 
Please note that this response has been prepared in consultation with the offices of  
Hon Chris Hipkins and Hon Jan Tinetti, and includes documents raising concerns to their 
offices by the Taskforce or its former members for full transparency.  
 
Document 1 is a submission from the previous taskforce members to Hon Chris Hipkins in 
advance of their 11 February 2021 meeting. Following this meeting, concerns were raised on 
22 February to Hon Hipkins, as set out in Document 2. This was responded to on 4 April 
2021, which has been included as Document 4a. A briefing was sent to Hon Jan Tinetti on 
18 October 2021 in advance of the meeting between Hon Tinetti and the previous taskforce 
members, which is included as Document 3. The Ministry then prepared a briefing note in 
support of that meeting, which has been publicly released and is captured in the attached 
Document table as Document 4. Document 5, the letter of 21 June 2022 from Bali Haque to 
Hon Tinetti has been responded to on 27 July 2022 and is included as Document 6. 
 
I am refusing two of these documents under section 18(d) of the Act, as the information 
requested is publicly available. Links to these have been provided in the document table. 
 

9(2)(a)

https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
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Six documents are being provided to you in the attached Appendix A, where information is 
withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the Act, to protect the privacy of natural persons. We have 
identified no overriding public interest considerations favouring disclosure of the withheld 
information at this time.  
 
Please also note, the Ministry now proactively publishes OIA responses on our website. As 
such, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and 
contact details will be removed. 
 
You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my decision on your request, in 
accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing to Office of the 
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143 or to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz. 
 
Thank you again for your email. If you have further questions please feel free to contact our 
media team in the first instance at media.team@education.govt.nz. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
 
 
Lorraine Monahan 
Group Manager 
Government, Executive and Ministerial Services  

  

mailto:info@ombudsman.parliament.nz
mailto:media.team@education.govt.nz
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1290829 – Appendix A Document table  

# Date METIS Title Decision on release 

1 3 February 
2021 

N/A Submission from Tomorrow’s 
Schools Independent 
Taskforce 

Release in full 
 

2 22 
February 
2021 

N/A Previous Tomorrow’s schools 
task force members letter to 
minister 

Release in full 
 

3 October 
2021 

N/A Briefing for meeting with 
Minister Jan Tinetti (October 
20th 8.30 on Zoom) written by 
the Tomorrow’s Schools 
Independent taskforce  

Release in full  

4 18 October 
2021 

1274607 Briefing Note: Meeting with 
previous members of the 
independent Taskforce for 
the Review of Tomorrow’s 
Schools   

Refused in full 
Under section 18(d) of the Act 
as the information is publicly 
available.  
 
Paper available at the 
following link: 
https://assets.education.gov
t.nz/public/Documents/our-
work/information-
releases/Advice-Seen-by-
our-Ministers/October-
2021/3.-BN-1274607-
Meeting-with-the-previous-
members-of-the-TS-
review_Redacted.pdf 

4a 6 April 
2021 

N/A Appendix 1 CH3107 Letter to 
Bali Haque from Hon Hipkins 
and attachment Establishing 
an Education Service Agency 
[working title only] within a 
Redesigned Ministry of 
Education 

Release in part. 
Information has been withheld 
under section 9(2)(a) of the 
Act. 

https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/our-work/information-releases/Advice-Seen-by-our-Ministers/October-2021/3.-BN-1274607-Meeting-with-the-previous-members-of-the-TS-review_Redacted.pdf
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4b November 
2019 

N/A Appendix 2 Roles of the 
Ministry and Teaching 
Council on leadership – 
excerpt from Nov 2019 Cab 
paper   

Refused in full 
Under section 18(d) of the Act 
as the information is publicly 
available.  
 
Paper available at the 
following link: 
https://conversation-live-
storagesta-
assetstorages3bucket-
jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-
southeast-
2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR
/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-
Redacted.pdf  

5 21 June 
2022 

1290356 Letter from Bali Haque to 
Minister Tinetti 

Release in part. 
Information has been withheld 
under section 9(2)(a) of the 
Act. 

6 27 July 
2022 

N/A Letter from Hon Jan Tinetti to 
Bali Haque 

Release in part. 
Information has been withheld 
under section 9(2)(a) of the 
Act. 

 

https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
https://conversation-live-storagesta-assetstorages3bucket-jsvm6zoesodc.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/public/TSR/November-2019/R-3-Paper-3-Redacted.pdf
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