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Other online information 
 
Information on  the Early Literacy Project is available online here: 
 
https://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Early-
literacy-approach. 
 
Research informing the change 
 
Studies including the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study (PIRLS, 2016), 
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA 2018), and the National Monitoring 
Study of Student Achievement (NMSSA 2019) indicated a need to look closely at how  
New Zealand teachers are approaching literacy learning. 
 
The Massey University Early Literacy Research Project (August 2019), provided a series of 
training workshops emphasising explicit instruction and the use of associated materials to 
assist teachers to identify and respond to the specific literacy needs of children. Teacher 
workshops provided the knowledge and skills required to adopt explicit and systematic  
word-level decoding teaching strategies in their literacy instruction. The project showed that 
being taught effective word decoding skills is a necessary requirement for success in 
learning to read. 
 
This Education gazette article also references the ELA: https://gazette.education.govt.nz/ 
articles/meeting-the-need-an-enhanced-approach-to-early-literacy/. 
 
“The enhanced support has a strong foundation of research, including Massey University’s 
Early Literacy Research Project, which involved a two-cohort longitudinal study. 
 
Through a series of training workshops and associated materials, teachers were assisted to 
identify and respond to the specific literacy needs of children. The workshops provided 
teachers with the knowledge and skills to adopt explicit and systematic word-level decoding 
teaching strategies in their literacy instruction.” 
 
The University of Canterbury has also published a page on research underpinning BSLA, 
here:  
 
https://www.betterstartapproach.com/our-research. 
 
“In addition to the extensive body of relevant international research, evidence from six 
significant programmes of research undertaken in New Zealand has informed the basis for 
the Better Start Literacy Approach. 
 
These research programmes include, the Early Literacy Research Project led by 
Associate Professor Alison Arrow, and Professor James Chapman, with colleagues. The 
research specifically examined how teachers could best integrate phonics instruction into 
small group reading instruction. This project highlighted the importance of quality and 
evidence based professional learning and development, that included coaching and 
mentoring, for Year one class teachers and the importance of explicit instructional 
pedagogies in advancing children’s early literacy skills. Importantly, findings highlighted that 
students from low-decile schools where teachers had participated in the research had 
significantly better reading and spelling outcomes than those in the comparison low-decile 
schools. Most importantly, the low-decile intervention group had the same reading and 
spelling outcomes that the middle and high-decile school participants achieved. Prof Arrow’s 
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work included the development of a systematic scope and sequence to guide phonics 
teaching within group reading.” 
 
Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes official information responses on our 
website. As such, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your 
name and contact details will be removed. 
 
Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review this 
decision. You can do this by writing to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the 
Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
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Hautū | Deputy Secretary 
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