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Thank you for your email of 29 March 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the following 
information:  
 

1. all information relating to the development of the New Zealand history curriculum, 
limited to criticisms made of the draft curriculum and the analysis and advice that was 
undertaken and provided in relation to those criticisms. 

 
And your subsequent email on 1 April 2022 clarifying: 
 

2. I am referring to criticisms of the draft that went out for public consultation. Analysis and 
advice on criticisms received through consultation are part of the normal policy process 
so I’d be very surprised if this took substantial work. If it is easier to simply release all 
advice and analysis (ie so as not to have to separate out criticisms, then very happy 
with that. 

 

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).  
 
We have interpreted your request as being for the following information:  

a) Criticisms about the draft curriculum content received through public consultation, 
classroom testing and staffing surveys.  

b) Criticisms about the draft curriculum content received through our reference groups that 
were set up to work with us to draft, review and test Te Takanga o Te Wā and the 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s histories curriculum content.  

c) Analysis and advice on the above criticisms. 
 
The process diagram for Aotearoa New Zealand's histories (ANZH) and Te Takanga o Te Wā, 
which will help give context to the documents we are releasing, is available on our website at the 
following link: https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/Aotearoa-NZ-histories/8.-ANZH-
TToTW-Process-Diagram.pdf 
 
Part a) – Criticisms received through public consultation, classroom testing and staffing 
surveys 
 
As I am sure you can appreciate, a substantial amount of data was generated through the public 
consultation, classroom testing and staffing surveys between 3 February and 31 May 2021. 
Summaries of the feedback received from the public consultation, classroom testing and staffing 
surveys are available online. Our report ‘What you told us and how we’re responding’ summarises 
the themes identified during the feedback stage, and shows how the Ministry has responded in 
either changing the draft curriculum content or the Ministry’s planned implementation supports.  
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These summaries are available at the following link: https://www.education.govt.nz/our-
work/changes-in-education/aotearoa-new-zealands-histories-and-te-takanga-o-te-wa/process-for-
creating-te-takanga-o-te-wa-and-aotearoa-new-zealands-histories-content/ 
 
Therefore, in response to part a) of your request, I refer you to the publicly available summaries at 
the above link. We consider, per section 16(2)(c) of the Act, that the public interest in the 
information is met by the summaries provided. 
 
When we published the summary reports, we proactively informed the Minister in the Briefing Note: 
‘Closing the loop’ on ANZH and Te Takanga o te Wā consultation [METIS 1269718], which is 
publicly available as document two at the following link: https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/ 
Documents/our-work/information-releases/responses-to-Official-Information-Act-requests/1280110-
Appendix-A.pdf 
 
Part b) – Criticisms received through our reference groups  

 
During the public consultation period, we met with several of our reference groups to discuss the 
draft consultation and implementation supports. While the focus of the meetings was primarily to 
discuss and plan for wider implementation supports and resources, some discussion included 
criticisms of the draft curriculum content.  
 
We have received correspondence from the public since the consultation period ended. Most of 
this feedback was not taken into account in the development of the final content, so we have 
considered it out of scope of your request. We did, however, received one email from a member of 
our reference group outside the consultation period, which we have considered in scope, as the 
comments were addressed during subsequent discussions of that reference group during the 
development of the final curriculum content.  
 
To respond to the part b) of your request, summaries of the criticisms of the draft curriculum 
content, and advice or analyses about the feedback received are outlined in the below table as 
Annex One, in accordance with section 16(1)(e) of the Act.  
 
Part c) – Analysis and advice on the above criticisms 
 
The feedback that we received during the consultation period was independently analysed, and 
summary reports were returned to the Ministry. We then worked with members of the Peer Review 
Group (a subgroup of Ohu Matua) to agree changes to both ANZH and Te Takanga o Te Wā.  
 
The process to agree changes was as follows:  
 

• For ANZH in The New Zealand Curriculum, the independent analysis reported that people 
wanted to see more of our multicultural histories in the final content. The writers for ANZH 
worked with members of the Pacific, Chinese New Zealander, Indian and People with 
Disabilities communities to discuss opportunities to make multicultural histories more visible 
in the revised curriculum content. The ANZH Communities Feedback Summary is attached 
within Appendix One as Document One. 
 

• The proposed changes were written into an ANZH Change report. This is a technical 
document that describes the progress outcomes that were proposed to change in response 
to the feedback received during the consultation period, and is attached within Appendix 
One as Document Two.  

 

• Attached within Appendix One as Documents Three and Four are the minutes from 
meetings held with our Peer Review Group.  
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• We worked with the Peer Review Group to construct the Feedback report for ANZH, which 
is attached within Appendix One as Document Five, based on the ANZH Communities 
Feedback Summary and the ANZH Change report.  
 

• Finally, we consulted with the Whakaruruhau on the proposed changes to the draft 
curriculum content. Similar to the interagency meeting, this hui also had a large focus on 
implementation supports for the ANZH and Te Takanga o Te Wā curriculum. Summaries of 
relevant discussions from this meeting have been included within Annex One.  

 
This information, alongside the independent analyses, was shared with the curriculum writing 
groups as they made changes to the curriculum content.  
 
Please note, the Ministry now proactively publishes official information responses on our website. 
As such, we may publish this response on our website after five working days. Your name and 
contact details will be removed. 
 
Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my decision 
on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing to 
info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or to Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, Wellington 6143. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Ellen MacGregor-Reid 
Hautū | Deputy Secretary 
Te Poutāhū | Curriculum Centre 






