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18 May 2022

Tēnā koe  

Thank you for your letter of 25 March 2022 to the Ministry of Education requesting the 
following information:  

[All information held by the Ministry in relation to the Arthur Street School Infants 
Building and in relation to the potential impact on the building of the redevelopment of 
the school. Without limitation, we would expect the information to include:] 

1. all correspondence, and all records of meetings, between the MoE and
HNZPT.

2. any communications with HNZPT or any other party in relation to the
undertaking of a conservation plan for the building.

3. information supporting and explaining the view that the location of the building
has little or no bearing on the heritage value of the building, and how this is
reconciled with relevant guidelines including and ICOMOS Principle 10 and
Policy 13 from the MoE Guidelines.

4. the documents which record and reflect the full exploration of options for the
building’s reuse or alternative compatible uses as required by MoE policy.

5. the identity of, and all correspondence with, and reports of, heritage experts
relied on by the Ministry for guidance on adaptive re-use of the building or the
building’s relocation.

6. all correspondence, reports or records of discussions with the architects of
the new school regarding the possibility of incorporating the building into the
new school design.

7. all communication and records of discussion regarding the proposed process
of public consultation

Your request has been considered under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). 

We acknowledge the views expressed by the Southern Heritage Trust (the Trust) and its 
position on the retention of the Infant Building on the Arthur Street School site. While we 
have engaged with the Trust previously, we are happy to include them in further discussion 
and consultation on the development of the options, once this information has been collated 
in the form of an options paper. We believe this will help all stakeholders and interested 
parties to fully understand the issues and possibilities for the building. We will reach out to 
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the Trust when this has been prepared. Work is ongoing, and we expect this to be available 
in June.   

For part one of your request, this information has been provided for a previous Official 
Information Act response, which you can find at the following link at the top of the table, 
reference number 1278352: www.education.govt.nz/our-work/information-
releases/responses-to-official-information-act-requests/. 

I am therefore refusing this part of your request under section 18(d) of the Act, as this 
information is already publicly available. The same applies to part five of your request, as 
there is no other existing information in scope other than that which has already been 
released. 

Regarding part two of your request, I am refusing this under section 18(e) of the Act, as the 
information requested does not exist. There have been no communications with HNZPT or 
any other party in relation to the undertaking of a conservation plan for the building. 

For part three of your request, we have previously stated that the Infant Building cannot be 
incorporated into the modern learning environment planned to support the school’s delivery 
of education. In that context, we considered that relocation of the building with the retention 
of its educational character (including potentially relocating to Ferrymead Heritage Park) was 
more appropriate to preserve its heritage value than retention of the building on site for a 
non-educational purpose (such as storage space). As your client is aware, Heritage  
New Zealand indicated this was not an inappropriate course of action.  

I am refusing part four of your request under section 18(d) of the Act, as this information is 
soon to be made publicly available. The Ministry is currently collating all options for the 
building’s future, and associated costs and impacts, with a view to informing consultation 
and decision-making regarding the Infant Building. This information will be made available to 
the Southern Heritage Trust in advance of any decision-making regarding the building. This 
engagement with the Trust will help to inform the options, and will be taken into account 
when the Ministry makes its decision. 

Regarding parts six and seven of your request, I am providing these documents as the 
attached Appendix A, with my decision as to their release outlined in the below Appendix A 
Document Table. 

The Infant Building has been out of use since 2018 because of significant weathertightness 
issues, poor insulation and age-related roofing and building envelope failure. The resulting 
air quality and structural issues with the roof made the building unsafe for occupation. The 
cost of refurbishing the building in place was initially identified at around $1 million in 2018, 
with updated estimates in 2021 indicating that almost $2 million would be required. This is 
detailed in the information I am releasing to you.  

The cost of addressing the infrastructure issues and bringing the building up to the Ministry’s 
design standards for classrooms, and the challenge of incorporating a building of this age 
into the modern educational facility planned for the school, informed the decision to consider 
other options to preserve its heritage value.  

While preparatory work has started on the school’s redevelopment, site works can continue 
for some time while this occurs. Due to the staging of the school’s redevelopment, there is 
no imminent need to reach a final decision on the building’s future, which we hope will allow 
time for a suitable solution to be reached.  

Thank you again for your email. You have the right to ask an Ombudsman to review my 
decision on your request, in accordance with section 28 of the Act. You can do this by writing 

http://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/information-releases/responses-to-official-information-act-requests/
http://www.education.govt.nz/our-work/information-releases/responses-to-official-information-act-requests/


education.govt.nz 

to info@ombudsman.parliament.nz or Office of the Ombudsman, PO Box 10152, 
Wellington 6143. 

Nāku noa, nā 

Scott Evans 
Hautū | Deputy Secretary 
Te Puna Hanganga, Matihiko | Infrastructure and Digital 

mailto:info@ombudsman.parliament.nz


 

 
education.govt.nz 

Appendix A Document Table 

# Date Title Decision on 
release 

1 20 September 2016 Report: Main Building Recommended 
Scope of Works and Examination of 
Sellotape Swab Samples.  

Release in Full 

2 14 October 2016  Email: From Tony Taylor, To Kim 
Blackwood. 
 
Subject: Arthur St School – Library 
Building – Roof and Roof Assessment.  

Release in Full 

3 23 March 2018 Letter: From Arthur Street School and 
the Arthur Street School Library Building 
and Library Annex Building Inspection 
and Repair Report 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

4 3 May 2018 Project Request Form: For Arthur Street 
School Weather Tightness Work  

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

5 22 May 2019 Letter and Report: Arthur Street School 
Infant Department (Former) for entry on 
the New Zealand Heritage List 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

6 29 May 2019 Email: From Orchid Atimalala, To Barry 
Sleeman, Simon Cruickshank, Vikanda 
Bagrie, Tracy Finlayson 
 
Subject: RE: Arthur Street School – 
Library Building – Heritage NZ Notice.  

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

7 11 February 2021 Report: Arthur Street School – Heritage 
Library Option Costs 

Release in Full 

8 7 March 2022 
8:54am 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank 
 
Subject: ODT story today 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

9 9 March 2022 
10:02am 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank 
 
Subject: RE: Arthur St infants building 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 
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# Date Title Decision on 
release 

10 10 March 2022 
11:14am 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank, Nancy Robbie, Darron 
Monaghan 
 
Subject: RE: Media query – Arthur 
Street 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

11 10 March 2022 
11:19am 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank 
 
Subject: RE: Media query – Arthur 
Street 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

12 10 March 2022 
3.57pm 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank 
 
Subject: Arthur St School 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

13 16 March 2022 
9:18am 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank 
 
Subject: Arthur St 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

14 17 March 2022 
3:20pm 

Email: From Diane Crawford, To Simon 
Cruickshank 
 
Subject: Online community meeting 
Arthur St School infant building 

Release in Part 
Some information 

withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of 

the Act 

14a Attachment: Online Community Conversation Planning 
Document 

Release in Full 
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